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Vol. IV. OCTOBER, 1864. No. 1. 

dDr^ncl CnimnunirafaH. 

A Case of Successful Operation for Vesico - Vaginal Fistula. 

To the Mitors of the N, York Medical Times : 

Gentlemen, I beg leave, through the columns of your journal, to 
make known to the medical profession, a case of vesico-vaginal fistula^ 
successfully treated, according to the method of Dr. J. Marion Sims, of 
this city. This disease, which reduces the subject of it to a most deplor- 
able condition, has hitherto been to a very great extent, an opprobrium to 
surgical skill : very few surgeons, even in our large cities, have seen or 
known of a case of perfect cure. 

To Dr. Sims is due the credit of having taken away this opprobrium. 
By the most patient and persevering experimentation, he has elaborated 
and perfected a method of suture, highly ingenious, and already suffi- 
ciently tested by experience to entitle it to rank among the great im- 
provements of surgical art. It affords me peculiar pleasure to be able to 
contribute the following case, which may serve to strengthen the confi- 
dence of surgeons in the practical value of this operation. 

As Dr. Sims has himself presented this subject to the profession 
within a few months, through other channels, I shall not enter into any 
detailed description of his peculiar method, farther than may be neces- 
sary to elucidate the case to be narrated. 

Begging a favorable reception for this communication, I remain, 
very respectfully, Your ob't serv't., 

GURDON BUCK, M. D. 
No. 21 Tenth'St., August 26, 1854. Surgeon to N. York Hospital 

VOL. IV. — NO. 1. 1 
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Case. — Mary Harty, an Irish woman, aged 28 years, married, of 
good constitution, and enjoying robust health, was admitted into Ward 
No. 2, in the New- York Hospital, on the 4th July, 1854. About seven 
weeks previous, she was delivered of her first child after a very severe 
labor, but without the aid of instruments. It was soon discovered that 
she had lost all control over her bladder, and that her urine flowed from 
her constantly and involuntarily. This has continued to be her condition 
since ; and from her own account, the flow of urine is not influenced by 
position. On examination, a fistula, capable of admitting the end of the 
little finger, was found in the median line, about one inch and three quar- 
ters beyond the meatus. It was situated in a transverse furrow, formed 
by the folding together of the vaginal walls. The parts in all other 
respects were healthy. On the 1 dth July, the operation was performed 
in the presence of several of the attending physicians and surgeons of the 
Hospital, and also of the assistants of the several divisions. The mode 
of procedure was as follows : — 

The patient's bowels having been previously evacuated with castor- 
oil, an attempt was first made to operate with the patient placed upon 
her hands and knees, the buttocks being elevated as much as possible. 
This, however, was soon abandoned, from the impossibility of her maintain- 
ing herself in this position a suflScient length of time, and also, from its 
being inadmissible to employ «ther in this position. She was therefore 
placed upon her back ; and after being brought under the influence of 
ether, her hands and feet were bandaged together, as for lithotomy. 

A Jacobson's lithotrite answered a most useftil purpose in bringing 
within reach the fistulous opening, and keeping the surrounding vesico- 
vaginal wall on the stretch, thus very much facilitating the subsequent 
steps of the operation. This instrument resembles in form an ordinaiy 
catheter, with a short curve. The curve, when the instrument is opened, 
is converted into a jointed loop, or noose. It was introduced closed, per 
urethram into the bladder, and opened. By elevating the handle of the 
instrument toward the abdomen, the loop was depressed against the base 
of the bladder, forcing it downwards into the vagina, and forward towards 
the vulva. The fistula being thus brought within reach, its edges were 
pared away so as to render the longest diameter of the opening transverse. 
Six thread sutures were then introduced from before backwards ; and by 
means of these, as many fine silver wires were drawn through to occupy 
their places. A narrow, flat strip of lead, called a clamp, perforated with 
slits at equal distances of a quarter of an inch apart, was threaded upoa 
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the four middle wires on either side of the wound, leaving one wire, at 
each end of the wound, free. Each of the four wires was then armed at 
both ends with a perforated shot, and the shot slipped down upon the 
clamps. A knot was also tied on the distal end of each wire. The prox- 
imal ends of the wires were then drawn forward till the distal clamp was 
brought to its place, in close contact with the posterior edge of the 
wound. The proximal clamp was next pushed backward to its place, 
and the shot with it ; and so, both edges of the wound were held in close 
apposition between the two clamps. To secure them permanently in 
this position, the four shot were successively pinched tight upon the 
wires against the proximal clamp. The solitary wires at either end of 
the wound were armed with shot only, and secured in the same way as 
the wires passing through the clamps. 

The adjustment of the sutures being completed, Dr. Sims' catheter 
was introduced and left in the bladder. 

The patient was directed to lie upon her back ; her diet was to con- 
sist of half a pint of milk and one soda cracker, three times a day. One 
single-grain pill of opium was to be taken morning and evening, to keep 
the bowels constipated. The catheter was to be removed and cleansed 
once in twenty-four hours, and replaced without delay. 

The urine flowed in drops from the catheter, from the moment of its 
first introduction. No suppuration appeared at any time in the vagina, 
nof did the patient complain of much soreness in the region of the wound. 

On the 20th of July, an evacuation of the bowels was procured by 
castor-oil, followed by an enema of flax-seed tea. 

On the 27th of July, the parts were examined for the first time, and 
union was found to have taken place throughout the entire wound. The 
anterior clamp had worn for itself a superficial furrow in the mucous 
membrane. The clamps and suture were removed, and no suppuration 
found. 

The catheter was now left out for two hours, during which she re- 
miuned dry. On being again introduced, the urine flowed in a jet 

The catheter was now left in the bladder only during the night, and 
resorted to at intervals of two hours, during the day. 

On the 29th, the catheter was only introduced every three hours, and 
on the 3 1st, every four hours ; the patient still keeping perfectly dry. 

On the 1st of August, a careful examination was made, and every 
thing found in good condition. The abraded furrow made by the lower 
clamp had healed. Nearly five hours having elapsed since the catheter 
had been used, she was allowed for the first time to void her urine unas- 
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sisted, which she did with a smart jet, and, as might be supposed, with 
the greatest delight She now left her bed, and kept about. Up to the 
time of her discharge, on the 3d of August, the bladder performed its 
functions in a perfectly healthy manner, and the patient passed the night 
without rising. 

On the 18th of August, the pati^t reported herself at the Hospital, 
still doing very well. 



Case of Congenital Obstruction and Imperfect Closure of the Mitral 
Valve. Br John A. Swbtt, M. D., Physician to the New York 
Hospital, Ac* 

I was called on the 22nd of September, 1861, to visit a young gen- 
tleman, 23 years of age, in whom I found the physical sign of regurgita- 
tion through the mitral orifice of the heart, viz., a bellows murmur 
with the first sound of the heart, heard over the apex of the organ. The 
heart did not appear to be much enlarged ; the apex seemed to strike in 
the natural position, and the percussion over the precordial region was 
quite as clear as is natural. The action of the heart was moderate in 
degree, but its rhythm was irregular. There was some complaint of pal- 
pitation, but much more of dyspnoea. The pulse was very feeble and 
irregular, and there was slight oedema of the feet, with signs of effusion 
into the cavity of the pleura. 

The patient was, as I have stated, 23 years of age, and a book-keeper. 
From early childhood, his breathing had been short ; but for eight or 
nine years past this symptom had been more prominent. For the last 
year it had been still more distressing, and was attended by palpitation. 
Still, he had been able to follow his occupation until a comparatively re- 
cent period. A few days ago, the cedema in his feet commenced. His 
countenance was pale, but he was not much emaciated : his urine was 
high-colored and scanty. 

Remedies, chiefly of a diuretic character, were administered by the 
attending physician, Br. Hobart, but without material benefit. The 
dropsical tendency increased. Hemoptysis, of a severe form, ensued during 
the last week of his life, and was frequently repeated. A pulsation was 

* This case was given to the Editor of the Medical Times for publication two 
or three years ago, but was accidentally mislaid, and has just been found. 
Its value is enhanced by the fact, that its lamented author has now passed fiom 
among us, and been removed from the practice of the profession, to the ad 
vancement of which his talents and labors contributed so much. 
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noticed in the epigastrmn, as if the right side of the heart was enlarged 
Slight jaundice ensued, and delirium followed by coma closed the scene, 
without a struggle, on the 11th of October. 

On poaimartem exawimUion^ 24 hours after death, the right cayities 
of the heart, and the left auricle, were much distended with recent clots 
(^ blood ; while the left ventricle appeared empty and small, like an ap- 
pendage to the rest of the organ. The right side was generally enlarged 
by hypertrophy and dilatation, and the pulmonary artery was larger 
than &e aorta, and nearly as thick. The left auricle was also much en- 
larged by hyp^rtrc^hy and dilatation ; and besides the soft and recent 
clots found in it, abundant and old fibrinous clots, partially decomposed, 
like those we notice in old aneurisms, existed, united to the lining mem- 
brane of the auricle by a thin, smooth, and transparent layer of Ijrmph. The 
same kind of thin layer of lymph adhered to the inner membrane of the 
pulmonary artery. All the valves and orifices were healthy, except the 
mitral orifice, which was so contracted as only to admit the end of the 
forefinger. The structure of the valve was somewhat thickened, but 
smooth, without ossification, vegetations, or other evidences of infiamma- 
tioD. At each extremity of the valve, there was a seam, or slight de- 
pression, each half an inch in length, shewing where the opening of the 
valve should have been continued. The left ventricle was quite natural, 
except that its walls were rather thinner than usual : some fluid existed 
in the pericardium. 

About two pints of reddish, turbid serum, existed in each pleural 
sac, with a slight effusion of lymph. The lower lobes of both lungs were 
not much compressed, but were solidified and of a very dark red color, and 
giving out on pressure an abundance of dark, viscid blood. No distinct 
matter of pulmonary apoplexy ekisted ; but both the lower lobes were, 
I think, passing into this condition. 

There was slight cirrhosis of the liver. The other abdominal organs 
presented nothing abnormal : there was but little venous congestion. 



Biographical Sketch of the Life and Character of Samuel W, Moore, 
M. D., By C. R. Oilman, M. D. 

Ths life of a practicing phyucian is very rarely one of startling ad- 
venturea or striking events. His duties, though important as the value 
of life itselfi are chiefly performed in the privacy of the sick-room ; and of 
consequence the manner in which he performs them is known only to 
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the small circle of loving friends who gather around the bed of the sick 
or the dying. 

Such a life, it may seem, presents but a barren field to the biogra- 
pher. Bid him chronicle the victories of the warrior, the triumphs of 
the statesman, and he will devote to the task all his most brilliant pow- 
ers, and do it with pride and pleasure. But to trace the every-day life 
of one who has ^^ pursued the noiseless tenor of his way " in that obscu- 
rity which necessarily and very properly shrouds most of the labors of 
the physician, whose path has been from sick bed to sick bed, and whose 
contests have been only with the great enemy, death, — this, to the ambi- 
tious biographer, may seem to be an ungrateful task. But it is not, or' 
at least ought not to be an ungenial labor, to speak of a life devoted to 
the service of humanity, spent in the unostentatious performance of varied 
and important duties. Especially should the task of tracing such a 
course be grateful when the duties of the man have, been performed in 
the spirit of a Christian. 

Such a task I have imposed upon myself^ in attempting to write a 
biographical sketch of the life and character of Samuel W. Moore, M. D., 
whose recent removal from among us, while it has plunged a bereaved 
family into deep affliction, has spread throughout a large circle of loving 
friends and strongly attached patients, a deep and abiding sorrow " that 
they shall see his face no more forerer." 

Samuel W. Moore was bom in New York city, 11th October, 1^86, 
the son of Dr. William Moore, long one of our most highly esteemed 
and successful practitioners. From early childhood his constitution was 
frail, and the delicacy of his bodily organization was equaled by the 
gentleness of his temper, and the kindliness of his feelings. 

Such an one might seem to be unfitted to bear the grave req>onsi- 
bilities, and act amid the appalling dangers which so often beset the 
physician's path ; but this, I believe, is not so ; and the success of Dr. 
Moore adds another to the list of those physicians whose lives prove that 
it is not so. The truth seems to be that a strong sense of moral duty 
will so nerve the heart and strengthen the hand, that the most acute sen- 
sibility will only make its possessor more eager to relieve those sufferings 
by which his compassion is so strongly excited. Dr. Moore received his 
early intellectual training from Mr. Samuel Rudd, and entered Columbia 
College at the age of sixteen years, in 1802. His connection with Co- 
lumbia College was probably rendered more pleasant and profitable by 
the fact that his uncle, Benjamin Moore, D. D., Bishop of New York, 
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waft then president of the institution. Several of his classmates still 
survive among us, and we noticed two of them among the sorrowing 
friends who assembled at his funeral. He graduated in regular course 
in 1806, and immediately commenced the study of medicine, under the 
guidance of his father, attending lectures in the medical department of 
Columbia (JoU^e ; in which Dr. Wright Post then taught Anatomy, Dr. 
Richard Bailey, Surgery, Dr. Hammersley, Theory and Practice of 
Physic, Dr. J. R. B. Rodgers, Midwifery, and Dr. David Hoeack, Botany. 
From those distinguished teachers he received, in 1810, the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine, and inmiediately entered into full practice, taJdng a 
share of the large business of his father. This arrangement continued 
until 1824, when the elder Dr. Moore died, having practiced physic 
forty-four years. His son now took his place among the prominent phy- 
Ncians of. New-York, with a large circle of patients, and a still larger 
one of friends ; for such was the unaffected kindness of his heart, and 
such the graceful amenity of his manners, that few became his patients 
without remaining ever his attached friends. With his professional 
brethren, his position was peculiarly pleasant ; a thorough medical educa- 
tion, and a large measure of well-improved experience, gave to his opin- 
ions deserved weight, and insured him as a physician a strong hold on 
the confidence of physicians ; while his conduct, on all occasions so per- 
fectly upright, his manner so dignified yet so gentle, gave him as a man 
the highest place in their regard : to quarrel with such a man was sim- 
ply impossible, and to distrust him seemed not so much a wrong, as a 
folly. Of him it can truly be said, that after a successful career of more 
than forty years, and that in times of many professional contests, he made 
many friends, and not one single enemy in his own profession. OA, n 
9k omnes! In 1824 he was appointed one of the physicians of the 
New-York Hospital ; for this situation he had moral qualifications which 
are more important, and alas ! more rare, than professional skill. His 
conscientiousness insured to the poorest and most degraded of his pauper 
patients a full measure of his attention ; while his amiability and benevo- 
lence made him the friend of poor and rich alike. In 1828, he was 
cofinpelled, by failing health, to retire from a position which he was so 
well fitted to adorn. 

In 1828, Dr. Moore was appointed Trustee of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, and continued, from that period to the end of his life, to 
take an earnest interest in the prosperity of that institution. At the 
time <A his death, he was the senior member of the board. In 1 849, on the 
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reappearance of tlie cholera, Dr. Moore, in conjunction with his friends 
Dr. Joseph M. Smith and Dr. John B. Beck, was appointed medical coun- 
selors to the Conmiittee of the Sanitary Board of Health. To the duties 
of this position, made more onerous by the fact that his associate Dr. 
Beck was soon, by the state of his health, disabled from taking his share 
of them, Dr. Moore devoted all his energies ; and the Report published 
by the Committee affords most satis&ctory evidence of the ability and 
faithfulness with which this important public duty was performed. For 
several years, the health of Dr. Moore, never very robust, had been grad- 
ually declining, and he felt himself obliged to contract the sphere of his 
professional labor. Still he was unwilling entirely to give up the prac- 
tice of his profession, and very many of his old friends were still more 
unwilling to be ^ven up. In March last he met with an accident, which^ 
though not uninediately followed by grave symptoms, caused, as after- 
wards appeared, effusion of blood into the cavity of the arachnoid. He 
continued to visit a few friends, and his venerable form was still seen at 
church, till in July, paralysis very gradually supervened, and then 

<* Gently as an infant to his sleepi 
Went he to death*'— 

Dr. Moore married in 1813, Emily, daughter of William Constable,. 
Esq., by whom he had thirteen children, ten <rf whom yet survive U> 
give unto €k>d most ^* hearty thanks, for the good example of him who, 
having finished his course in faith, doth now rest from his labors." 



Case of Rupture of the Uterus, — Recovery, By J. S. Monell, M. D., 

of New-York. 

I was called on Tuesday, July 15th, about 2, P. M., to see a patient, 
aged 35 years, in labor with her fifth child, who had been, since one 
o'clock of the night previous, under the care of a midwife. The mem- 
branes had ruptured about an hour before my visit ; and upon examina- 
tion, a hand was found protruding firom the vulva, and above this, the 
foetus presenting by the face. The pains were excessively severe. 

Circumstances, over which I had no control, delayed the adoption of 
the only means of relief, imtil between four and five o'clock By this 
time the pains had ceased entirely, and the aspect of the patient was 
alarming; the countenance was pallid, the lips blue, pulse quick and 
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feeble, with abdominal tenderness. Through the abdominal parietes, the 
contour of the child was readily distinguishable, especially in the right 
h jpocboBdrium. Upon vaginal examination, the head was found to have 
reodded. 

At this time the patient was seen by several medical g^xUemen, who 
all agreed as to the correctness of the diagnosis of the case as one of 
ruptured uterus ; and immediate delivery was resolved on as furnishing 
the only feasible hope of saving life. 

Version was effected without diflBculty, by Dr. T. F. Cock, who feund 
the laceradoB in the right side of the uterus, the foot having passed 
through the rent into the ^ritoneal cavity. At the tame of ddivery^ 
the case appeared nearly hopeless ; the countenance was pale and hag- 
gard, the pulse rapid and thready ; frequent vomiting, and tenderness over 
the abdomen, indicated the probable existence of peritonitis. 

Nevertheless, soon after, deliv^y was effected ; and by the active ad- 
ministration of stimulants, the patient began to rally ; and in about two 
hours, the use of Majendie's solution of morphine, in 15-drop doses, 
was commenced, to be continued every two hours imtil sleep should 
ensue. 

The patient slept well during the night, and was found on Wednesday 
morning, with a pale and anxious countenance, tongue furred white, 
pulse 100, hard and quick, skin hot and dry, tenderness and tumefaction 
of the abdomen. She had passed no urine, and the lochia were sup- 
pressed. Motion, and even respiration produced abdominal distress* 
She was directed to take every three hours, a tablespocmiul of a mixture 
of spts. minderer., spts. nitr., ipecac, and Majendie's solution, with hot 
fomentations to the abdomen. 

In the evening, no special mitigation of symptoms was apparent ; 
but the urine was voided after applications of flannel cloths wrung 
out in hot water, had been freely used. To take Dover's powder, gr. xij., 
ext hyoscy. gr. i., calomel, gr, ij., at bed-time, and to continue fomenta- 
tions to the abdomen. 

Thiusday, lYth. No improvement Lochia but small in amount^ 
pulse 104, incompressible, countenance pale and anxious, respiration 
si^ng, tongue heavily coated with a thick, white fiir ; patient complains 
of feeling fiednt^ and also of great tenderness over the seat of laceration* 
Stimulants were given internally, and two leeches applied over the seat 
of pain, which produced marked beneficial effect Fomentations of hops 
and chamomile flowers were used ; and the lochial discharge became more 
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profuse, though quite fetid. In the evening, the pulse was reduced to 
90, the countenance more natural, and the tenderness over the uterus 
was diminished. She had slept three hours, and was much refreshed. 
Calomel, gr. ij., with pulv. Doveri, gr. x., to betaken at bed-time. 

Friday, 18th. Much improved. Had slept well. The pulse was 88, 
the skin more natural, and less abdominal tenderness. The fomentations 
were discontinued, and some light nourishment allowed, the patient 
having taken for three days cold water or ice only. Anodyne at night, 
as yesterday. 

Saturday, ~ 19th. No special change. Calomel, grs. x. with pulv. 
Doveri, grs. ix., at night, with the intention <€ following with a cathartic 
in the morning, to relieve the bowels, which had not been moved since 
the day of confinement 

Sunday, 20th. The patient passed a restless night The abdominal 
tenderness had increased, and the intestines appeared to be loaded with 
fecal matter. To relieve this, pulv. purgans was given in half-drachm 
doses every three hours, until free catharsis was produced, by which she 
was much relieved. 

Convalescence seemed now to be established, and she progressed 
steadily, though slowly. From this time, to August 1st, she was kept 
under moderate medication by laxatives and diuretics, with careful 
attention to the lochia and the bandage. At this time she began to sit 
up, and though strictly enjoined to avoid exertion, she could not be re- 
strained after August 15th, from her usual duties. Since that time, I 
have visited her occasionally; and at the present time (Sept 18th), she 
declares herself as well as ever. 

No. 2 First Avenue, Sept 18, 1854. 

Modificatum of the Vectis, By Aug. K. Gardner, M,D., Member of the 
Committee on Obstetrics, <fec., New York Academy of Medicine ; 
Lecturer on Obstetrics, New York Preparatory School of Medi- 
cine, <fec., <fec. 

The vectis, lever, or tractor, for the names are used synonymously, is 
an instrument of former times, now fallen into general disuse. It was the 
antecedent of the forceps, to which it has yielded the field, and is now 
mentioned only by the lecturer, and in order to caution the young and 
inexperienced against its use. The reasons urged against its employ- 
ment to assist nature in parturition, are undoubtedly just It is correctly 
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stated that in one of the uses to which it may be put, it is inefScient ; 
in the other, either equally powerless or highly injurious. As a tractor, 
the finger of the opposing hand forming the second blade of a forceps, 
it is powerless; as a lever, with the hand of the operator for a fulcrum t 
it is equally powerless ; and if the pubis, the os ischii, or the soft parts, be 
suffered to form the point cTappuij the woman must afterward inevitably 
suffer from inflammation and its accompanying ills. 

How is it, then, that in older writers we find the instrument so highly 
commended! Dewees in particular praises it, lauds its benefits, and 
sneers at its opposers. We are inclined to think that either the benefits 
derived were not so great as supposed, or that the after results were 
disregarded. 

The great difficulty in using the lever is the want of a fulcrum. 
It was that only that Archimedes is reported to have needed to 
move the world. Now, as no part of the mother should for a moment 
be thought of for a fulcrum, and as the left hand of the operator, applied 
near the neck of the instrument— on account of its want of stability, and 
the awkwardness, if not impossibility of thus manipulating — as a fulcrum 
is inefficient, we must seek for some other fulcrum. It has occurred to 
me, that by lengthening the handle of the lever, we may make the ex- 
tremity c( the handle rest upon the elbow of the operator — the hand 
grasping the center of the instrumeat — and from the elbow obtaining 
the purchase, constituting it, in philosophical terms, a lever of the third 
kind. In this manner no possible injury could happen to the mother ; 
the force being applied at the center of the instrument, counteracted by 
the elbow (the fulcrum), and exerted solely upon the presenting portion 
of the child. 

In accordance with this idea, an instrument is in process of manu- 
fieicture for me, by Mens. Luer, now in Paris. Both ends are to be 
terminated with a fenestra, which, while in reality being a double instru- 
ment' with different curvatures, will by receiving the olecranon steady 
the instrument on its application. For convenience in carrying, the 
instrument will close with a hinge, fcistened when in use by a sliding 
bolt. 

With this lever I anticipate in some few cases, that the position of 
the head may be changed ; in face presentations, by its use the occiput 
may be substituted for the face, <fec. In presentations of the breech, as 
a tractor, some service may be rendered where the delivery is delayed 
from want of power, or by any impediment, and to assist in the subse- 
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quent delivery of the bead, frequently so difficult and fatal to the child. 
I do not presume that by this or any modification, the lever can ever 
successfully compete with the forceps; but in some cases it may per- 
haps be substituted for a more formidable-looking instniment, requiring 
double the trouble in its application, and more frequently the exposure 
of the patient 

It will appear obvious, that when the instrument' is to be applied un- 
der the pubis, little is gained by this modification, unless the patient 
be turned very much to one side ; but I do not pretend to make it a 
perfect instnmient In the great majority of cases, it is but a half in- 
strument ; still, even in these cases the instrument is not inferior to the 
ordinary form, which is found in every obstetric case. So long as it is 
deemed worthy of this place, it is worth our while to render it as efficient 
as possible. 
New York, 141 East Ihirteenth, Augu^^ 1854. 



Case of Death hy Chloroform, By G. Huff, M.D., Lexington, Ky. 

A married lady, 33 years of age, very tall, with auburn hair, and of 
a nervous temperament, with very large anterior cranial devel(^)ement, 
and a powerful intellect (she had studied law, mediciiid, and divinity), 
who waa suffering with neuralgic pains in the lumbar region a short time 
since, desired me to administer chloroform to her, in order to mitigate 
the pain. I positively refused to do so, and informed her that her ner- 
vous system was too weak to take it with safety. The following day she 
was said to have suffered more, and, as I was informed, most excruciat- 
ingly ; and her fiiends administered chloroform at intervals for twelve 
hours before I saw her again. When next seen, she appeared as if just 
aroused from a chloroform stupor ; she had a very fine puke, indeed I 
could scarcely detect any. I inqtdred if she had not inhaled chloroform ; 
and the reply wafi in the affirmative. I informed her friends that she must 
have no more. She, in a very imploring manner desired me to let her 
have some. I never saw a bacchanalian more solicitous for his cups, 
than this lady was for chloroform. At this juncture, I applied galvanism 
in order to excite circulation ; and in fact I was obliged to increase 
the current to a very high tension before I could excite sensation. After 
it was partially restored, I discontinued its use, and she slept one hour, 
as I supposed, naturally. She then aroused, and again plead for chloro- 
form. Her pulse continued the same (very fine) : after a short time she 
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was taken with coma, which continued for two hours ; at the end of which 
time she aroused, apparently in great distress, and continued in that 
condition two hours. The power of voluntary motion and sensation ap- 
peared now to be gone ; but the pulmonary branches of the par vagum 
continued to excite, through the medulla oblongata, the involuntary 
movements of the thorax ; and as the cranio-spinal axis became involved, 
and reflex power ceased, breathing ceased, and, of course, life became ex- 
tinct, at the end of twelve hours from the time I found her under the 
influence of chloroform, and twenty^our hours from the time it was first 
administered. I am of opinion that if the application of electricity had 
been persevered in, she would have recovered from the effects of dilo- 
roforoL 



^rnmMngs nt lurfefe 



NEW-YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Summary of Us Proceedings, 

Statbd meeting at the University, Sept 6th, 1 854. President, Jos. M. 
Smith, in the chair. Thirty-six Fellows were in attendance. 

After the readinff and approval of the minutes of the last meeting, 
the President called for the reports of the various committees, this being 
one of the tliree business meetings during the year. 

Reports were received from the Committees on Ethics^ and on Fi- 
nance^ toother with the Board of Trustees, 

The reconmiendation of the Trustees in relation to the tax upon ab- 
sent Fellows, viz., that those who had permanently removed should not be 
liable, while those who were temporarily absent should be considered as 
on the register, was adopted. 

The ^asurer reported a balance of $182 19 in the treasury. This 
is independent of money invested in bonds and mortgages. 

The discussion on Cholera was then resmned. 

Dr. Batchelder presented his views, at some length, as to the nature 
and treatment of cholera. Considers it " an efiusion of serum into the 
cavity of the stomach and bowels, produced by the constriction of the 
extenud capillaries^ thereby throwing the fluids upon the internal sur- 
iiace of these organs. A similar cause exists in intermittent fever; but 
there is no internal eflusion, the vessels of the surface at first resist, and 
afterwards relax, the paroxysm terminating in perspiration. On the 
surfiEu^ of the body is spread out a thin cuticle, which permits exudation 
of perspirable matter, but preventing the escape of serum ; it also pre- 
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vents the absorption of deleterious agents. If the cuticle becomes de- 
tached, serum is effused, as under the effects of a blister, or where bullae 
are developed, <S?c. In the intestines during an attack of cholera, the 
epithelium is detached, and there being nothing to resist the discharge, 
the serum of the blood is abundantly poured out : the patient may be 
said to bleed to death. The indication of treatment m this state of 
things is to constringe these vessels thus pouring out serum : this is best 
accomplished by acetate of lead and opium, which in its use, is sanc- 
tioned by analogy, being used with advantage in all internal hemor- 
rhages ; it should be administered after each dejection. Tannin or bismuth 
may be substituted where the former remedy is not tolerated. En- 
deavor to prevent the determination to the internal sur&ces : when all 
remedies are ejected, use external medication. Ligatures around the 
limbs, by retaining the blood in those parts, are useral ; they should be 
occasionally loosened, so as to allow a free supply of blood to the organs. 
Large cups will draw the fluids to the surface, and prove beneficial in 
this way. Blisters, mustard, and external heat may be used, the latter, 
indiscriminately, but the temperature should be gradually increased. 
The stage of reaction follows, and often destroys the patient : 1st, in 
consequence of the fluids being drawn to the surface, there is not 
enough vitality to carry on internal life[; 2d. by effusion taking place 
upon the brain and spinal marrow. 

Dr. H, S. Kissam was very much interested in the remarks of Dr. 
Batchelder, especially that part which refers to the appearance of the 
epithelium in the evacuations. Sometimes, however, it does not occur, 
as in those very rapid cases, which run their course in a few hours. 
Cholera does not always consist in laxge evacuations, but frequently results 
from the impression which is produced on the nervous system by the mor- 
bific agent In the case of a lady whom he attended, there was a co- 
pious secretion from the skin, accompanied by a comatose condition, and 
which actually required purgatives for relief. 

Dr. Batchelder remarked, that where there was no vomiting or 
pur^ng ; the intestines, after death, were found filled with fluid, and 
this was loaded with epithelium. 

Dr. Detmold thought that too much importance had been attached 
to the appearance of epithelium in the discharges. It may be seen in 
all discharges where there has been congestion of the vessels ; and in 
proportion to the amount of congestion and the quantity of the discharge 
will be the amount of epithelium. It is found in discharges from the 
nose, vagina, and in disease of the kidney. He therefore considers its 
appearance of secondary importance. As to the treatment, the propor- 
tion of deaths to the number of cases treated has been the same under 
different plans of treatment The dry cupping has been tried without 
any benefit Dr. D. thinks there is more speculation tiian truth in Dr. 
B/s theory. 

Dr. J, ft Adams presented a work " on Syphilization," from Dr. 
Sperino, of Turin, Italy, with a request from the author that it might be 
referred to a commission, as this new doctrine had excited much discus- 
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sion in the learned sodetiefi of Europe, and Dr. Sperino considered that 
it bad not met with that unprejudiced examination which it merited. It 
was referred to the Committee on Surgery. 

On motion of Dr. Coek^ it was resolved, " That a vote of thanks be 
presented to Dr. Sperino for his donation ; and that the Foreign Corre- 
^nding Secretary be directed to communicate it to the author." 

The Committee on Theory and Practice recommended the subject of 
Dysentery for discussion at the next meeting of the Academy, which was 
on motion adopted. 

Dr. Adams announced to the Academy, the death of Dr. Samuel W. 
Moore, which occurred on the 26th August, and presented the following 
resolutions, viz. : 

Resolved. That this Academy has learned with profound regret^ of the 
decease of Dr. S. W. Moore, late Fellow of this Academy. 

Resolved. That in the decease of Dr. Moore, the medical profession 
has lost a high-minded and honorable practitioner, who, during a long 
and suocessful career of practice, sustained the dignity of the profession, 
while by his devotion to its interests, his kind feelings towards his pro- 
fessional brethren, no less than by the purity of his life, he has left an 
example worthy of all imitation. 

Resolved. That the Recording Secretary be instructed to convey to 
the afflicted family of the deceased our sincere condolence on this 
mournful event; and that these resolutions be recorded upon the 
minutes. 

The President appointed Dr. Wilkes to write a biography of Dr, S. 
W. Moore. 

T}ie Secretary announced that the Assistant Secretary, Dr. Stimson 
had gone to Europe, on account of his health ; whereupon Dr. John W. 
Green was appointed to fill the vacancy of Dr. Stimson, during his ab- 
sence. 

The President announced that he had appointed Dr. D. M. Reese as 
biographer of Dr. Isaac Greene, and Dr. W. W. Jones, as biographer of 
Dr. "W; H. Macneven. 

Mr. Holmes^ of South Carolina, exhibited to the Academy a chair 
adapted to invalids ; its construction and its adaptation to the wants of 
those for whom it was constructed, were fully explained by Dr. Sims. 

Adjourned. 

XL— NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOdETY. 

Extracts from the Minutes^ by J. Foster Jenkins, M. D. Secretary, 

March 22nd. 

Dr. Finnell exhibited a schirrous mamma, removed from a married 
woman, set 40 years. She had had five children. After her last con> 
finement she bad abscesses in this breast Five yean subsequently, she 
percaved a small, hard tumor, which gave her little inconvenience, and 
remained stationary in size for twelve years. Three months since, it began 
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to grow and to be painfuL She entered St Vinoent's Hospital, where the 
mamma was extirpated by Dr. Finnell. There was no hereditary tendeBcy 
to cancer. 

J)t. Oarriah inquired if any member of the Society had known of a per- 
fect cure afiier the removal of the sdiirrous breast? He had traced the 
history of sixteen patients thus operated on, all of whom had died widiin 
five years afterwards. 

Dr. Markoe had known of no permanent cure, but was not prepared 
to deny the propriety of interference. He thought that the tendency to 
abandon the knue, among American surgeons, might have been carried 
too far, as the propriety of operating mi^t yet be considered an open 
question. He supported this view by quoting Mr. Paget's recent lectures, 
lowing the influence of interference on ibe duration of the several varie- 
ties of cancer. 

Dr. jT. F. Cock had known the disease, in one instance only, to return 
as late as eight years after the operation. After a second operation, it 
returned in two years. A tliird operation was performed, soon aft^ which 
the patient died. 

Dr. Griaeom had recently had under his care a patient from whom a 
hard indolent tumor of the breast was removed. It had been unattended 
by pain ; but cancer cells were £ound in it, under the microscope. Dr. 
Griscom had heard Dr. Buck speak of a case in which the diseiase did not 
return for eight years. 

Dr. S, P. White had operated on a case fourteen years since, and the 
patient was still in good health. 

Dr. Clark had seen a patient in 1835 whose mother had died of cancer 
uteri, and in whose family cancerous affections had existed for several 
generations. She had a hard lump in one breast, which, on consultation 
with Dr. Stevens and Dr. Mott, was pronounced cancerous. It was re- 
moved, and the patient is now well, aet. seventy-one years, 

A second patient was operated on in 1841, for cancer of the breast, and 
remained free from the disease until the sunmier of 1852, when two tu- 
mors appeared— one in each breast They were removed, but the patient 
has since died. A Uiird case was that of a man, of Chelsea, Vt, who un- 
derwent several successive operations for cancer. He came to Dr. B. D. 
Mussey, then of Vermont, with a cancerous disease of the finger, for which 
amputation of the finger was per^med. The disease returned in the 
hand, which was removed. It then returned on the arm, which was am- 
putated : at its fourth appearance, the arm was amputated at the shoulder 
joint ; but the disease retumedin the scapula. The patient now came 
under the care of Dr. Dixi Crosby, who removed the scapula, nine years 
after which the man continued well. The disease had previously returned 
at intervals of from a few months to two or three years. 

Dr. Markoe exhibited the penis and part of the bladder of a man who 
had been suffering more or less from a gonorrhoeal stricture of the urethra, 
which had existed for ten years. He had received no sui^cal treatment 
for this period, though at intervals suffering much pain. Increasing in- 
convenience brought him to a surgeon, who effected dilatation by bougies 
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until No. 5 could be introduced. There was some pain alter dilatation, but 
the symptoms were improving. After the introduction of the last-named 
sixe of bongie, the patient was exposed on a stormy night. He came 
home with a severe chill. There was much pain eitending up towards 
the bladder, and complete stoppage of urine. Diluents, the hip-bath, and 
general antiphlogistic treatment were prescribed ; following which, there 
was improvement, but not entire restoration, when the catheter was care- 
fully introduced. To this succeeded a return of the bad symptoms, in 
addition to which a small elastic tumor appeared at the root of the penis. 
An incision was made over it, which let out a small amount of urine. At 
this time he came under the care of Dr. Markoe. He was highly excited, 
had pain over pubis, small pulse, dry tongue, anxious countenance. A 
catheter waa introduced into the bladder, through which was discharged 
considerable ropy mucus. A longer incision was made in the external 
swelling, nearly down to the catheter, from which flowed the infiltrated 
urine. The symptons of inflammation of the bladder increased until deaths 
48 hours after. 

AuU3>p9y. Bladder much inflamed, its mucous surface being covered 
with peeodcmembranous croupous fibrine. Its walls were very thick. 
There was an annular stricture two inches from the anterior extremity of 
the penis. Antenc^ to this stricture was a ring of ulceration, through 
which was a &lse passage. Immediately posteriorly to the stricture 
the membrane was sound. The urethra was contracted at the root of the 
penis, its membrane was abraded, and through it were several longitudi- 
nal fissures, through which the urine may have infiltrated to form the tu- 
mor described. There was a prostatic abscess. Dr. Markoe thought it 
evident that the course of the extran^asated urine was determined by 
Back's fiftscia, being directed forward by it, and dissecting the corpus 
spongiosum from Uie corpus cavemoeum even to the glans penis. 

April 12th, 

Dr. C, D. Smith presented a malignant growth removed from the fe- 
moral region of a woman, set 36 years. No history could be obtained. 

Dr. (Tlark found on microscopic examination a larger proportion of 
cell structure, and less fibrous structure, than he had ever seen in any 
growth from man. There was great similarity in the relative proportion 
of these tissues, between this specimen and one of cancerous disease in the 
horse presented by Dr. Clark, some months since. The proportion of 
fibrous structure in this specimen was only ^ of the whole mass, the rest 
being granules and cells, thus presenting an appearance of intense malig- 
nancv, though Dr. Clark did not consider it certain that growths contain- 
mg toe highest amount of cell element were more likely than others to 
return after removal. 

Dr. Finnell presented a necrosed femur, removed by himself at St. 
Vineent's Hospital, from a married woman, at. 60 years. For seven 
yean she had had enlargement of the right femur, and pain. Three years 
since, she had entered the New York Hospital with the limb much swol- 
len. A firee indsion was made into it, from which a large amount of pus 
VOL. rv. — no. 1. 2 
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escaped. The opening did not heal up. Six weeks since, the patient en- 
tered St. Vincent's Hospital. There were several abscesses through the 
thigh, which rendared a high operation necessary. On amputation, ne- 
crosis was found through almost the whole of the shaft of the femur ; a 
large sequestrum of dead bone being contained within the living shell, 
which was much thickened. The pus had perforated the bone, and opened 
into the knee joint, the cartilages of which were removed, and the articu- 
lar surface of the femur eroded. 

Dr. Oarrish inquired if the limb might have been saved by removing 
a portion of the bone, and taking away the sequestrum ? 

Dr. MarJcoe thought that generally this operation for necrosis of the 
femur was a severe and dangerous one, but he had once seen it success- 
fully performed. 

Dr. Watts thought that, in this case, the suppuration in the knee-joint, 
and the erosion of the cartilages, justified the operation. 

Dr. Clark detailed the history of a child who died set 17 days, and 
in whom most intense cerebral softening was found through nearly the 
whole extent of the brain. There was no pus, however, found infiltrated, 
nor were there any exudation corpuscles. The nerve fibres seemed to have 
been almost wholly resolved into granular matter. There were four or five 
intus-susceptions of the small intestine. The appearance of the kidneys 
was that often noticed in the middle stage of Bright's disease. The urine 
found in the bladder was highly albuminous. Might the cerebral soften- 
\na be due to ren^l poisoning of the blood ? or, as seems probable, to 
" tne suspension of the nutritive function during tlie inflammatory process, 
and the infiltration of serum into the cerebral tissue, rather than of pus " ? 

Dr. Clark stated, in reply to an inquiry of Dr. Metcalfe, that he had 
noticed a frequent connection between intus-susoeption of the bowels and 
cerebral disease. 

Dr. Ayres exhibited an injected preparation of the veins of the sto- 
mach, taken from a man who died set 37, with the following history : He 
had symptoms of cirrhosis. Dropsy was relieved by the administration 
of Indian hemp. . Forty-eight hours before death, he became chilled by 
exposure, took hot stimulants, and went to bed. He soon vomited coag- 
ula, and afterwards passed blood from the bowels. After death the sto- 
mach was found large and distended with coagula. Its mucous coat was 
thickened, mammelated and oedematous. There was a varicose condition 
of its veins, one of which was found ruptured — whence the haemorrhage. 
The spleen was enormously large, being ten inches long, eight and a half 
inches wide, and two and a half inches thick. The heart, the mesentery, 
and the cellular tissue were each very fatty. 

Dr. Metcalfe remarked that cirrhosis was one of the most common 
causes of hematemesis. 

April 26<A. 
Dr. Isaacs reported the case of a woman, 40 years of age, who had 
suffered from symptoms of suppression of urine for five days, at the end of 
which ^me she died. During her sickness only 3 ij« of urine could beob- 
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tained by the catheter, which was found to consist mainly of blood, uric 
acid, and epithelial scales. No ammoniacal odor was evolved in her 
breath. There was no post mortem examination. 

Dr. Post thought it interesting to note whether ammonia was evolved, 
as some pathologists thought urea harmless unless decomposed. 

Dr. Isaacs also reported the case of an engineer, struck on the right 
ode of the head by machinery, ten years before death. The blow was fol- 
lowed by head-aches on that side, which increased in severity toward the 
end of life, when they became agonizing. His intellect remained clear. 
Towards tie end of life his eyesight began to fail. He could see but the 
ludf of an object at a time. No paralysis was noticed before death. At 
the autopsy about one-fourth of the right hemisphere of the brain was 
found softened. It was completeljr broken down, as were the optic thala- 
iDus and corpus striatum on that side. Under the microscope, the softened 
mass was found to contain an immense number of nerve tubes and nerve 
cells, but no pus. 



CammummtianB. 



New York, Sbpt. 4th, 1864. 
To the Editors of the New York MedHoal Times. 

Gentlemen, — In the last number of the Times, Dr. Markoe in his 
Clinical Remarks, speaks of an operation for ununited fracture, and says, 
^ I propose to adopt a plan which was first suggested to us by Dr. Brai- 
ttard of Chicago," etc. Now I have no fault to find with \h\^ first sug- 
gestion, but the operation I claim as original, and as mine. I performed 
It successfully more than four years ago upon a patient who was dismissed 
from the City Hospital with ununited fracture of the tibia, and presented 
the case before the New York Academy of Medicine.*^ In another case 
likewise dismissed from the City Hospital, I requested the New York 
Academy of Medicine to appoint a committee to witness the operation 
and its result, which was done and reported upon. The first case was 
referred to, if I mistake not, in the very first number of the Times, by 
one of the surgeons of the City Hospital, and a slur thrown upon the 
operation or the operator, I forget which. I have lately conversed with 
Dr. Brainrad on the subject, and convinced him of the priority of my 
operation. 

Very respectfully yours, <kc., 

WM. DETMOLD, M. D. 



* This case and the operation were reported in several medical journals. 
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" Gleaning AhroadJ^ No. 9. Paris. By an Editor. 

If the patience of the readers of the Times will hold out^ I promise to 
inflict upon them but one more of my lucubrations, including the pre- 
sent. The materials are inexhaustible; the great difficulty is in the 
selection of subjects which shall be of most interest I have thought 
that some account of the American, Medical Society in Paris might not 
be inappropriate. This Society was instituted by American physicians 
pursuing their studies in Paris^ in November, 1851, for Uie purpose of 
the mutual improvement of the members, by weekly reunions for the 
discussion of medical subjects, reading of essa3rs, and centralization of 
medical intelligence as to the hospitals, lectures, d^o. ; for the establish- 
ing a library, more especially of American medical literature, which shall 
always be ureely accessible to scientific men of every country and all na*- 
dons ; and for the diffusion of American contributions to medical science* 
Another important object is, the furnishing information to American 
students newly arrived, as regards the prosecution of their studies in Eu- 
rope ; and also, the cultivation of a scientific and social acquaintance 
with the medical world of Europe, who are invited to a participation in 
the advantages afforded by this society. There are three classes of mem- 
bers, active, honorary, and privileged ; the honorary are chosen without 
regard to nation or residence, as worthy from their station or attain- 
ments ; the privileged have the free use of the library and the reading 
room, and can attend the meetings, being composed of those who expect 
to remain but a short period in Paris. The average number of members 
is between forty and fifty, varyiiwof course from year to year, the g^at 
majority of them being from the South and West Meetings are held on 
every Tuesday evening, in a room neatly fitted up as a library and read- 
ing room, and the leading medical periodicals of France, Great Britain, 
and the United States, may be found upon the tables. The periodicals 
are furnished gratuitously by the publishers, and the room is always 
open during the day. I look back upon the evenings spent with this 
Society, as a source of pleasure, and profitable instruction ; reports of 
interesting cases in the different hospitals were communicated, new in- 
struments were exhibited, the debates demonstrated no small talent and 
much scientific research, and I cannot but regard the formation of this 
Society as constituting a new epoch in the medical history of Paris; it 
certainly is so, as re^rds our own countrymen. I hope that it will con- 
tinue to prosper, that large donations may be made to its library, and 
that the publishers of every medical journal in our country may feel it to 
be a pleasure to put the American Medical Society in Paris on ih^xtfree 
list. Dr. J. P. Judkins, of Ohio, is President for 1864; Dr. W. E. 
Johnston, of New York, Vice President ; the latter, from his long residence 
in Paris, naving been the main stay of the Society. I am happy of this 
opportunity of bearing testimony to his urbanity and kind attentions to- 
wards his fellow-countrymen : he is well known to the readers of the 
Times, by his most instructive " Surgical Notes," published during the 
last year. The annual subscription to the society is about four dollars^ 
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payable quarterly. American physicians may also avail themselves of 
the advantages offered by the French medical organizations, of which 
the most prominent are, the Paris Medical Society^ which meets on the 
first and third Friday of every month, at the Hotel de Ville ; the Society 
of Surgery^ meetings on Wednesday of each week, at the Abbaye ; 
Hospital Medical Society j Society of MediccA ^mulaiion^on first Saturday 
of every month ; the Anatomical Society, (Cruvelhier, President), every 
Friday, at 3 P. M. ; the SociSty of Practical Medicine, Medical Society 
of Obserwition, (M. Louis, perpetual Prewdent), meets on every Saturday, 
at Hotel de Ville; Medico- Ckirurgical Society, Medico-Patholoyiealy 
and Medico-Psychological, the Biological Society, ^Rayer, President), 
and the Society of the Medical SciSrices. These are independent of the 
Academy of Sciences, (Institute of France), and Uie Academy of Medi- 
cine, which hold weekly 6etei<ms, the former on Mondi^, and the latter 
on Tuesday, at 8^ P. M. The ttoo Academies, with the Society of Sur- 
gery, present more interest in their meetings, and are better attended 
tium any other ; and it is not possible to pass an hour or more in attend- 
anee on their deliberations, without profit as well as pleasure. There is 
more ^ noise and confusion'' than in our deliberative assemblies, so that 
it is necessary to possess no small degree of familiarity with the language 
to understand the proceedings ; a familiarity which, unfortunately, few 
of our countrymen attain to, un^ they are about to leave Paris. 

I would here say a few words, by way of advice, to those who are 
about to visit Paris, and who wish to profit, to the fullest extent, by all 
the advantages there afforded. To such I would say, do not go abroad 
immediatelv after receiving your dipl<)|tia, unless you have served your 
apprenAiceship in some hospital ; become familiar with American thera- 
peutics, either in an hospital, dispensary, or in your own private practice, 
for one or two years ; select the department to which you wish to pay 
special attention, whether general practice, surgery, obstetrics, or a 
more limited speciality, and pursue it long enough to ascertain whe- 
ther it is in accordance with your taste, or habits ; study thcMtmghly the 
French language, and after having acquired a ^mmatical knowledge 
of it, live for six months in a Frendi &mily, for the sake of conversation ; 
in this way only can you learn the varied phrases which are continually 
used. Do not deceive yourselves wiA the idea, that once in Paris, the 
lai^age can be easily mastered ; yoU will soon find out your error, and 
will «ivy the little, dirty, Savoyard chimney sweeper, for his advantage 
over you, though he can neither read nor write. The didly attendance 
upon one or more lectures in the French language, you will find of ad- 
vantage ; the ear is thus educated, as well as the tongue, and you will 
always bring away with you some new words or phrases. On your first 
arrival in Paris, go to some fashionable hotel, in the Rue de Rivoli, and 
devote two or three we^ to sight seeing; then, strike your tent, and 
migrate to the Pays Latin ; locate yourself on high ground, (I would 
recommend the neighborhood of the Luxembourg Garden), and select 
rooms in the third or fourth story, in a wide street, with a sunny expo- 
sure, if possible. Almost all of our countrymen suffer during their first 
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season in Paris, from neglect of this precaution, viz., to live well oflf the^ 
ground, and have the sunshine ; otherwise, the mucous membranes are 
sure to pay for it in some shape or other. Go around among the differ- 
ent hospitals, from this central point, and see all the great men of whom 
you have read and heard so much ; after you shall have satisfied your 
curiosity in this respect, then select those whom you intend to follow as 
a disciple. If surgery is your field of exploration, follow Velpeau at " La 
Charite^^ or, Nelaton at "Xa Clinique^^ and you will not be led astray; for 
brilliant operations, see Johert at Hotel Dieu^ MaUonneuve at ** Cochin^^ 
Malgodgne^ or Denouviliers, at St, Louis, or Robert, at Beaujon. K 
practical medicine, Rostau or Trousseau, at Hotel Dieu, will be your 
best teachers, the former as a pathologist, the latter as the best thera- 
peutist in Paris. Barth, at Beaujon, has an American reputation in dis- 
eases of the chest and pathological anatomy. ' Piorry and Bouillaud, at 
La Charitk, both long distinguished as teacners, the latter with Andral at 
the same hospital, is, /lowever, on the wane, the great Andral, whom our 
friend, Dr. Francis, has graphically styled the " Bacon of Modem Medi- 
ciney The service of M, Valleix, at La FitiS, will well repay your 
attendance ; he has also a special service for uterine displacements, of 
which there is always a variety to be there found. M. Valleix makes 
frequent use of the *' redresseur,^^ or, Simpson's sound, modified ; the use 
of the instrument has, of late, occasioned much discussion in the Acad- 
emy, where its use has been opposed by Velpeau and Paul du Bois. 
Time would fail me to speak of Bicord and G^osselin, at the Venereal 
Hospitals, of Devergie, Vazenave, or Gibert, at St. Louis, of Paul du 
Bois and his 1,000 cases of accouciiements annually, at the Clinique Hos- 
pital, of Guersant, Civiale, last, though not least It is worth the voyage 
across the Atlantic, if only to see the catheter passed by this great btho- 
triteur. The lecture season at the School of Medicine commences on the 
first of November ; by presenting your diploma at the bureau, you will 
receive a free ticket of admission. The lectures at the JScole pratique 
commence at the same time, and private courses are continually adver- 
tised durinff the season, on every department connected with medicine, 
at a cost of attendance so moderate, as to be within the means of every 
student. But, above all other means, unite yourself with the American 
Medical Society, as soon as you are established in the Pays Latin ; here 
you will obtain all the information you may desire, and form the ac- 
quaintance of your fellow countrymen, who will be collaborators with 
you, for your own improvement. Be assured, that however industriously 
you may have pursued the advantages thus afforded you in the Parisian 
capital, you will feel, as I have done, when you are about to return to 
your own country, that you can never cease to be an humble disciple in 
this Temple of Science, nor to admire the liberality of the great nation 
which has erected it, and invited you, with all mankind, to enter. 



J. G. ADAMS. 
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fiiitorial 



Lf accordance with the annonncement in our last oumher, the subscribers 
will in future be associated together, as editors and proprietors of the New 
York Medical Tibies. 

The general plan of the Journal will remain unchanged. The hope is 
indulged that the increasing interest manifested in its success by its friends, 
and the additional attention which can now be given to it, will render it here- 
after still more worthy of the favorable position which it is believed at 
present to hold in the profession. 

We shall feel obliged if our friends, both in the city and country, would 
be more liberal in their contributions to its pages, which, we need not say, are 
open to alL No other rule will be acted upon, as in times past, in the selec« 
tioD or rejection of papers for insertion, than the interest of the profession, 
and the promotion of science in the judgment of the Editors. 

H. D. BULKLEY, 
J. G. ADAMS. 



Fractures qf the Thigh, — Statistics of results of treatment. We have be- 
fore us a " Statistical Account qf the Treatment by means of Extension with 
Adhesive Plaster, qf Fractures of the os femoris, in the New York Hospitaly 
from January 1st, 1851, to July 1st, 1854. By Dewitt C. Petebs, M. D., House 
Surgeon,** which is intended mainly to show how much can be accomplished 
by (his apparatus in obviating the tendency to shortening, which is so trouble- 
some a symptom to manage in this fracture. As an introduction to these 
tables, Dr. Peters gives a tall description of the apparatus and its mode of 
tppIicatioD, which we omit, because the account seems to require diagrams and 
figures to convey a correct account of the things described. The tables 
themselves are rather too bulky for our space, and we therefore only give the 
most important results deducible from them. 

It appears that during the above-mentioned period of three years and a 
half, 215 cases of simple, compound, and double fracture of the femur were 
treated in the New York Hospital. Many of these were complicated with 
other severe injuries, rendering satisfactory treatment impossible ; and in a 
certain number of other cases, the measurements are not recorded with suffi- 
deiit precision to entitle them to admission into statistical tables. In 108 
cases, however, in which treatment for obviating deformity could be applied 
thoroughly and' continuously, the measurements of the limb were carefully 
made and recorded at tbe time of admission and discharge, and give the fol- 
lowing results: — 
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The maximam amonnt of shortening presented by any case on admission, 
was four inches, and the minimum was half an inch. The mean of all the 
<$ases was, rejecting small fractions, one and a half inches. 

The maximum shortening in any ease when discharged, was one inch, and 
this most unfavorable result took place in eight cases. The minimum short- 
ening in any case, was nothing, and this perfect success was obtained in 
eighteen cases. The average shortening of the whole number of cases after 
cure was, rejecting as before small fractions, siz-sixteentha, or less than half 
an inch. The measurement of these cases was made with a tape line stretched 
between the anterior superior process of tiie ilium and the lowest point of the 
malleolus internus. 



SSiHingraplncttl j^ofirei 



The Modem Treatment of Syphilitic Diseases^ both primary and second- 
ary. Comprising the treatment of constitutional and confirmed syphi- 
lis by a safe and successful method ; with numerous cases, formulae, and 
clinical observations. Br Lanoston Parker, Surgeon to the 
Queen's Hospital, Birmingham. From the third and entirely re- 
written London edition. Philadelphia : Blanchard and Lea. 1854. 
pp. 316. 

We remember to have written a notice of the first edition of this 
work fourteen years ago, and to have expressed the satisfaction which it 
then afforded us, as a true exponent of what we believed to be the most 
judicious way of managing the different forms of syphilitic disease. The 
interval which has elapsed has been industriously improved by the author, 
who has now devoted nearly twenty years to the therapeutics of syphilis, 
more especially in its secondary and constitutional forms, and ^o 
here presents us with results of experience founded upon tbe personal 
treatment of more than eight thousand cases. The present edition has 
been entirely re-written, and has received additions amounting to consid- 
erably more than one half of the entire work, and may therefore be feirly 
considered, as the author says, more in the light of a new work than a 
new edition. Its value is, therefore, greatly increased, and we consider 
it a work every way worthy of confidence, and one which will form a 
safe guide in the management of the affections of which it treats. It 
is eminently practical in its character, and embodies not only the expe- 
rience of its author, but a judicious epitome of the most reliable modem 
authorities. Mr. Parker, like almost every one who has had any expe- 
rience in these matters, is decidedly in favor of the use of mercury in some 
form, in these affections, in proper cases, and with suitable regard to the 
constitution and general condition of the patient. After a short chap- 
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ter devoted to the claims of the simple or non-mercurial treatment of 
syphilis, he passes on to the grand subject of the mercurial treatment 
-c^ it, pointing out in a clear and judicious manner the circumstances 
which indicate the employment oi mercury, the particular indications for 
its use, when it is not to be used, the manner of using it, <&7C., the details of 
which we should be glad to transfer to our pages, did our limits permit. 
He then passes to the subject of inoculation, as first practiced by M. 
Kicord, of which he remarks, '^ In the present state of science all we can 
say is, that certidn ulcers, tiie result of sexual intercourse, and not dis- 
tingoishable by their external characters from other ulcers, equally the 
result of sexual intercourse, yield a characteristic pustule by inoculation ; 
but the ulcers which do not yield that characteristic pustule are equ^v 
liable to be followed by secondary symptoms, and are equally benefited, 
under many circumstances, by mercury.'' (p. 45.) Inoculation, there- 
fore, is only valuable when positive. With regard to inoculation in all 
forms of secondary or constitutional syphilitic diseases, Mr. P. says that 
though not generally inoculable, secondaiy syphilis is contagious, and 
does pass from the diseased to the healthy body without the intervention 
of primary disease ; the fact that secondary disease may be communi- 
cated by the husband to the wife, is now, we believe, well established, 
notwithstanding the high authority which has been brought agiunst it. 

Four chapters are next devoted to the first class of primary syphilitic 
diseases, including balanitis and ^norrhoea, particular directions for the 
treatment of both of which are given, with numerous formulae for reme- 
dies for the latter in all its stages and varieties, and also for gleet Mr. P. 
sajs that secondary ^mptoms ma^ succeed to balanitis as well as to 
gonorrhoea, of which well authenticated cases are recorded. 

The diseases which complicate or succeed *to gonorrhoea, in the male, 
occupy one of the four chapters. Mr. P. says that the judicious use of 
injections and specific remedies certainly does not give rise to inflamed 
testicle, and that there is more risk in suffering the discharge to continue 
from week to week, than in employing specific remedies and iniections 
after the tenth or twelfth day. The best plaster for strapping swelled tes- 
ticle, when the acute symptoms have sufficiently subsided, is composed 
of soap, belladonna, and adhesive plasters, in about equal proportions, 
carefulty spread on thin, fine leather^ »Dd then cut in thm strips. This 
is the one Mr. P. now always employs. He says that pathologists have 
fftiled as yet, in establishing a difierential diagnosis between gonorrhoea 
in the female, and ordinary inflammation of the parts aflected by that 



Five chapters are then devoted to the second class of primary syphi- 
litic diseases, ulcers, their varieties and consequences. Mr. P. has been 
taught by observation to believe that in a great majority of instances 
the primary syphilitic sore is a local disease ; upon this depends the 
whole probability of success in what is termed the abortive treatment, 
in its early and immediate destruction by caustics. He says, however, 
that if, as M. Ricord says, constitutional disease can only be prevented by 
destroying a chancre before the Jlfth day, and the time is reckoned from 
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exposure to contagion, and not from the appearance of the disease, we 
shall not be successful in one case in five hundred. Still, he says, the 
destruction of a chancre is to be attempted, unless there are some special 
contra-indications, as soon as presented to our notice. The directions 
for the use of caustic, and for the subsequent local treatment, are explicit 
and judicious. The importance of bearing in mind the " golden rule, 
that the varied appearances of primary venereal sores, and the characters 
they afterwards assume, depend very much, if not altogether, upon the 
natural constitution of the patient and upon the particular condition of 
his health at the time he imbibes the venereal poison," is very properly 
insisted on. He has abandoned the use of nitrate of silver as an eschar- 
otic for primary sores, and now employs either highly concentrated ni- 
tric acid, the acid nitrate of mercury, the acid nitrate of silver, or the 
potassa cum calce of the London Pharmacopoeia^ minute directions for 
the management of all of which are given. After the eschar has sepa- 
rated, (which is to be promoted by means of a poultice), he uses weak 
solutions of nitrate of silver, acetate or sulphate of copper, alum, or 
zinc, or tannin in port wine, in the proportion of about two dradims of the 
former to six ounces of the latter. The local applications must of course be 
varied to suit the actual condition and aspect of the sore, and definite 
directions are given as to the time and manner of exhibiting mercury when 
required for the healing of the primary sore, and also the particular 
form of mercury to be used. The chapter devoted to the subject of bubo 
is full of valuable practical directions for the management of them. Our 
author believes in the occurrence of primitive bubo, or "bubo d'emblee," 
as autlientic cases are recorded, ii^though he has never met with one. 
When a bubo is ready to be opeaed^ he does not advise a free incisicHi, 
but makes several very small punctures on its thinnest part, with a 
grooved needle, perhaps six, eight, or ten, through which the matter 
will ooze out until the cavity of the abscess is empty. Through one of 
the punctures he injects a weak solution of sulphate of zinc, and when 
the abscess is quite empty, places over it a large compress of lint, and 
uses moderately tight pressure bv means of a roller. 

The second half of the book is devoted to the subject of constitutional 
or secondary syphilis, and contains a plain and satis&ctory account of its 
causes, diagnosis, and prognosis, a&d of the particular symptoms of it, 
which are described with minutenen and truthfulness. Our author is a 
full believer in the doctrine of the communication of secondary syphilis 
from a diseased to a healthy person. The remarks on the chief causes 
of constitutional svphilis are full and judicious. He says that '^ perha{)s 
one of the most frequent causes of secondary diseases succeeding pri- 
mary, and tertiary succeeding secondary, is the recommendation by the 
surgeon, and the adoption by the patient, of an incomplete treatment," 
which may result either from the adoption of inefficient remedial agents, 
or ham discontinuing the remedies too soon. The remedies should be 
continued for at least fourteen days after the primary sore has healed 
and the hardness of the cicatrix has^isappeared ; and in the secondary 
form of disease of the skin and mucous membranes, tlie treatment 
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should be persevered in for a month after the subsidence of the symp- 
toms ; and in the tertiary forms, for two or three months after their 
disappearance. Mr. P. considers the neglect of warm, or simple, or 
medicated vapor baths, during treatment, more particularly of the con- 
stitutional forms of disease, as one of the most frequent causes of sjrphi- 
lis becomiD^ protracted, and its so frequent return after apparent cure. 
He is particularly partial to the mercurial vapor bath. These baths 
must, of course, be associated with an appropriate internal treatment. It 
is now well established that mercury does not either prevent or cause se- 
condary symptoms. 

In speaking of the prognoaU of constitutional syphilis, and of the 
denial by some modem writers of its curability altogether, Mr. P. says 
that if it attacks persons of good constitution under thirty-five years of 
age, and be properly and perseveringly treated, he believes the disease is 
mulicated in a great majority of instances ; but if the constitutional 
taint makes its first appearance after forty, especially in the forms of pus- 
tular or tubercular diseases of the skin, although treatment may do much 
in relieving the symptoms of such diseases, it would be going too far to 
say that they are ever perfectly cured ; and he is sure, they farely are^ 
unless vapor bathing is associated with the treatment adopted. 

In his description of the squamous form of syphilitic eruption, our 
author differs from Cazenave, and omits any allusion to the peculiar epi- 
dermic Mnge surrounding a patch of a dull red color, slightly elevated 
in the center, and which Biett regarded as pathognomonic of this form of 
eruption, and which we have been in the habit of recognisiDg and laying 
stress upon in our diagnosis of it, ncar^do we remember to have seen the 
dermis remain depressed in the parts corresponding to the center of 
the squamous patches after their cure, as he says is the case. 

The constitutional forms of the disease, as it affects the skin, and its 
appendages and the mucous membranes, nostrils and nasal fossse, tongue^ 
larynx, testicle, muscles, periosteum and bones, lungs and blood, are mi- 
nutely described, and their characteristic peculiarities fully pointed out 

The treatment of syphilis in pregnant women, males, and infants, ia 
next considered. He speaks unequivocally as to the propriety of treat- 
ing the pregnant female constitutionally diseased, which may be done 
with safety, and with a strong probability of cure to herself, and the 
eradication and prevention of diseaao of the foetus in utero. In the 
treatment of the disease in infants, he prefers the plan of frictions with 
mercurial ointment, as recommended by Sir B. Brodie, consisting of the 
use of a flannel roller, on one end of which mercurial ointment, a 
drachm or more is spread, which, thus prepared, is applied, not very 
tiffht, round the knee, and repeated daily. We have treated these cases 
with the hydr. cum creta for years with satisficu^ry results, and with 
little or no inconvenience from its use. 

Mr. P. then proceeds to a consideration of the particular remedies 
used in the treatment of constitutional syphilis, at the head of which he 
places, as first in importance, the mercurial vapor bath, which he regards 
as the sheet anchor in the treatment of all its forms. This is adminis- 
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tered by means of a proper apparatus, in which are placed a copper 
bath containing water, and a metal plate on which is put from one to 
three drachms of the bi-sulphuret of mercury, or the same quantity of 
the gray oxide or the binoxide ; a spirit lamp is put under the bath and 
plate, and the patient is thus exposed to the influence of heated air, 
common steam, and the vapor of mercury. The perspiration generally 
becomes excessive by the end of twenty or thirty minutes, beyond which 
period he does not prolong its use. The body is afterwards rubbed dry. 
ThA form of mercurial used is adapted to the variety of disease to be 
treated. He sometimes uses the iodide in addition to the three men- 
tioned. A short preparatory treatment is necessary before using the 
baths ; but for their modus operandi and the details connected with their 
use, as well as the kind of cases to which each form of mercury is 
ad^ted, we must refer to the work itself. He considers the mercurial 
vapor bath as '^not only the most certain, but the saf^ way of curing 
all forms of constitutional syphilis," and as capable, in a great majority 
of cases, of curing the disease without the aid of internal medicine. At 
the same time, the cure is generally expedited and rendered more cer- 
tain by its^ntemal use in small quantities. He has never known the most 
delicate patient injured by this mode of treatment, and has rarely known 
it fail to cure ; and the cure is effected in one fourth or even one-sixth 
of the time required for the ordinary plan of treatment, and relapses are 
by far less frequent and important, and when they do occur, yidd with 
great certainty to a second application of the vapor. Internally, Mr. P. 
uses the chloride, bi-chloride, iodide, bi-iodide, and bi-cyanide of mercury, 
the iodide of potassium and of iron^ the vegetable decoctions and infu- 
Mons, and opium ; but we have already extended our notice so long as 
to forbid anything more than the bare mention of them. Numerous 
cases, judiciously selected, illustrative of different points either in the 
pathology or treatment of the disease are introduced, thus adding still 
more to the value of a work which is eminently practical in its char* 
acter, and which presents a subject of great interest and importance m 
a plain and systematic manner, which renders it a desirable book both 
for study and for consultation. 

Principles of Comparative Physiology. By AVilliam B. Carpenter, 
M. D., F. R. S., F. G. S., Examine^ in Physiology and Comparative 
Anatomy, in tiie University of London ; Professor of Medical Juris- 
prudence, in University College, President of the Microscopical So- 
ciety of London, &c., <fec., with three hundred and nine wood 
engravings. A new American, from the fourth and revised London 
edition. Philadelphia : Blanchard and Lea. 1854. pp.752. 

The world-wide reputation of Dr. Carpenter, and his labors as a phy- 
siologist, with which all are so familiar, will always secure for his worxs 
a welcome reception by men of science. In the one before us, we 
have renewed proof of his devotion and industry. Instead of presenting 
a new edition of his " Principles of Oeneral and Comparative Physiol- 
ogy," and dividing it into volumes, he has divided its subjects^ and con- 
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fined himfielf in the preaent to volume that of Comparative 
Physiology. That part of the former edition which treated of this sub- 
ject, has received large and important additions, and been carefully 
revised throughout, and we doubt not that the present work will fully 
realise the modest opinion of the author, '^ that this treatise more com- 
pletely represents the state of the science at the period of its publicaticHi 
than it has done on any preceding occasion." The most cursory examina- 
tion will show that it has been accomplished at a vast expense of time 
and labor. The illustrations amount to more than three hundred, and 
are remarkably well executed, and the whole work is gotten up in a most 
creditable manner. It has been under the supervision of Dr F. Gurney 
Smith, during its passage through the press, who has secured an accurate 
reprint of the corrected sheets as they were furaished by the author, and 
Im also introduced a few addition^ cuts. We need not add, that a 
work on this subject from such authority will be a valuable addition to 
any library. We are happy to see an announcement of the learned and 
accomplished author, of hismtention to reproduce the ^^ General Physiol- 
ogy," of his former edition, as soon as his numerous avocations will en- 
able him to devote the necessary time and attention to it Besides a 
copious index of subjects, there is a full one of authors referred to in the 
course of the woik, which will afford valuable aid to those wishing to 
consult the original source of any observations. 

Human Physiology : designed for colleges and the higher classes in 
schools, and for general reading. By Worthington Hooker, M. D., 
Professor of the Theory and jft-actice of Medicine in Yale College ; 
author of '* Physician and Patient!." Illustrated by nearly two hun- 
dred engravings. New York : published by Farmer, Brace, <k Co., ' 
No. 4 Cortlandt Street. 1854. pp. 389. 

Profeesor Hooker is well known as a successful teacher on the sub- 
ject of medical education, and holds the pen of a ready writer. We are glad 
to see such talents and efforts directed to the promotion of popular instruc- 
tion. His aim in the present undertaking haa been to produce a book de- 
sired for the family as well as the school, and most happily has he accom- 
pbshed his ol^ect He has produced a work which is attractive as well as 
mstructive. We need not dwell upon the interest or the importance of the 
study of human physiology, nor stop to dilate upon its claims for far more 
attention than it receives, especially in primary education. As Dr. H. re- 
marks " there is nowhere to be found so curious a collection of mechan- 
isms, or so interesting and wonderful a series of processes, as in the 
human body.** Without a knowledge of physiology, too, we are unable to 
pursue a judicious system of hygiene, and we feel that it is the duty of 
our profession to exercise its influence in extending the study of this brandi 
of Imowledge, and especially in having it made a regular branch of in- 
struction in schools and colleges. Such a want is also experienced by the 
family as well as the school ; and as Dr. H. justly remarks, " there should 
be a greater conmiunity of interest between the school and the £unily 
than aa yet exists.*^ 
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From the examinataon we have been able to make of the work, we 
should judge that Dr. H. is very clear in his manner of presenting and 
illustrating his subject The style of the lecture-room which he has 
adopted, affords him decided advantages in imparting instruction, and in 
keeping up the interest of the scholar as well as of the general reader. 
His arrangement is also judicious, calculated to lead the mind gradually 
on, from the simple to the more abstruse parts of the subject, and thus 
fevor the better comprehension of it as a whole. The analogies between 
life in the human system and in the living world about us, are also in- 
troduced with good effect, and we congratulate Dr. H. upon having pre- 
sented a work which promises both to promote the cause of education, 
and add to his own reputation. The publishers have done their part 
well, and the numerous well executed engravings add to the interest and 
to the value of the work, which we trust will be extensively adopted as 
a text book, and we doubt not will increase the taste for the study of this 
important as well as interesting branch of education. We are glad to 
learn that Dr. H. intends to prepare a book on this subject adapted to 
younger minds. 

The principal forms of the Skeleton and of the Teeth, By Prof. R. 
Owen, F. R. S., <kc., author of " Odontography ;" " Lectures on 
Comparative Anatomy;" <kc., <fec. Philadelphia: Blanchard 4p 
Lea. 1854. pp. 329. 

The Principles of Animal and Vegetable Physiology ; a popular treatise 
on the functions and phenomena of organic life. To which is pre- 
fixed a general view of the gife&t departments of human knowledge. 
By J. Stevenson Bushnan, M. D., Physician to the Metropolitan 
Free Hospital, &c., <fec. With one hundred and two illustrations on 
wood. Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea. 1854. pp. 234. 

These works belong to a series of treatises now in the course of pub- 
lication in London, under the general title of " Orr's Circle of the 
Sciences," the object of which is to furnish works on different scientific 
subjects, which shall be at the same time, simple in form and popular in 
style, and yet be in strict accordance with the latest scientific investiga- 
tions, and which shall be calculatid to suit both the general reader and 
the student 

The first of the works mentioned, is by the most distinguished osteol- 
ogist of the age, and was written by him as an introduction to his favor- 
ite science, and cannot fail to prove acceptable to all interested in this 
branch of knowledge. It is an original work, and contains the most im- 
portant results of the investigations of its latest and most successful 
cultivator ; and though not an extended work, is without any important 
omission. Seventy-six well executed illustrations enable the author to 
make his subject plain and intelligible. 

The work on Physiology is by Dr. Bushnan, the editor of the series, 
and presents the same advantages as to comprehensiveness and accord- 
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ance with the latest researches in this branch of knowledge. The first 
part treats of the nature, connection, and uses of the great departments 
of human knowledge, and the second, of the physiology of animal and 
vegetable life, an outline of the chief characteristics of which, is presented 
in a clear and forcible manner. 

Both these works are intended for the general, rather than the pro- 
fessional reader, but vrill amply repay a careful perusal. 



Death of Dh. Swett. At a meeting of the Physicians and Surgeons of 
the New York Hospital, held at that lostitutioo on the 19th of September, 
1854, on the occasion of the death of Dr. Swett, of which Dr. Thomas 
Cock was chosen Chairman, and Dr. Biilkley, Secretary, the following resolu- 
tiona were unanimously passed : 

Resolvedt That the Physicians and Surgeons of this Hospital have heard 
with deep regret, of the death of their colleague, John A. Swett, M. D., one 
of the Physicians of the lostitutioo. 

' Resolved, That we reco^oise in this dispensatioo of Providence, the removal 
of one whose life has exhibited exemplary devotedoess to his profession, and 
whose labors and contributions to medical science, aod especially to that de- 
partment with which his reputation is more intimately connected, have done 
much to elevate its character and usefuloess. 

Resolved, That in his death we are called to mourn the loss of one endeared 
to us by many social qualities, whose honorable deportment and integrity of 
character have ever commanded universal respect and esteem. 

Resolved, That Dr. J oho Watson be requested to prepare a memoir and 
address on the life aod services of our deceased colleague, to be delivered at 
this Hospital at some future time. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be transoiitted to the family of 
the deceased. 

THOMAS COCK, M. D., Chairman. 

H. D. BuLXLEY, M. D., Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Medical Facultv of the University of the City of New 
York, held Sept. 19, 1854, 

The death of Professor Swett having been annouoced by the President, 
the followiog preamble and resolutions were adopted : — 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God to remove from among us our late 
colleague, Professor John A. Swett, 

Resolved, that the members of the Faculty have heard with profound re- 
gret of the decease of their late associate ; 

Resolved, that in view of the accurate and extensive scientific acquirements 
the profesaicmal sagacity and skill, the aptitude to teach, aod the gentlemanly 
and honorable deportment, of the deceat^ed, aod the pleasant relations which 
have uniformly suosisted between him and his colleagues, the members of the 
Faculty regard his death as a severe loss to the University, the professioo, and 
the community. 

Resolved, that in honor of his memory, the members of the Faculty will 
wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 
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Re$olved, that the members of the Faculty wUl attend the funeral of their 
late colleague. 

Resolved^ that the exercises at the University Medical College be sus- 
pended until after the funeral of the deceased. 

Resolved^ that a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions be sent 
to his widow, with the sincere condolence of the Medical Faculty. 

A special meeting of the members of the New York Medical Aim Subgi- 
CAL SociETT, was held at the house of Dr. Beadle, on the evening of Septem- 
ber 19tb, 1854, on the occasion of the death of Dr. Swett Resolutions were 
passed expressing the feelings of the Society, in view of the removal of one of 
the founders of the Society, ^* a member who was not only distinguished for 
his clearness of perception, soundness of judgement, devotion to, and eminent 
attainments in, his profession, but who was endeared to all by his urbanity of 
manner, honorable deportment, truthfiil character, and ardent friendship," and 
that the members would, as a bi>dy, attend his funeral, and wear the usual 
badge of mourning on the occasion. 



iamtafe Sfnttll^tm. 



City. Dr. John T. Metcalfe is, we understand, the most prominent candi- 
date for the professorship of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine in the 
University Medical College, vacated by the death of Prof. John A. Swett 
Dr. M. is well known among us as a devoted and successful student, and an 
instructive and attractive lecturer. 

We are happy to state that Prof. Watts has returned home from his visit to 
Europe in improved health. Prof. Bedford, we understand, was to leave for New 
York on the Ist of October. Prof. Austin Flint, of Louisville, Ky., who has 
been speeding the summer in Paris, to enjoy the medical advantages there af- 
forded, has also returned. 

Otar Colleges. The Medical Colleges of our city, all commence their 
regular courses of lectures during the present month. The College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons (Crosby Street), on Monday, October 16th; the University 
Medical School (Fourteenth Street), on MoDday, 16th ; and the New York 
Medical College (Thirteenth Street), on Wednesday, 18th inst 

In consequence of the continued ill health of Prof Bartlett, of the Crosby st 
School, Prof. Smith will deliver the course on Materia Medica, and Prof Clark 
that on the practice of Medicine. Prof. J. C. Dalton, of Buffalo University, 
will deliver the course on Physiology, resigned to him by Prof Clark. 

Scurvy, Durioff the past week thirty-two sailors afflicted with scurvy 
have been received into the N. Y. Hospital from the French frigates Penel- 
ope and Iphigenia, recently arrived at our port from a cruise upon the fishing 
grounds. A good opportunity is thus afforded for the study of a disease 
which, fortunately, is comparatively rare in modern times. We shall hope 
to revert to the subject in a future number. 

University of Buffalo, Dr. Sanford B. Hunt, one of the editors of the 
** Buffalo Medical Journal," has been appointed Professor uf Anatomy in this 
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IhstitutioD, in the place of Dr. E. M. Moore, appointed to the chair of Snrgeiy 
in the Starling Medical Collegfe. Dr. John Boardman succeeds Dr. Hont as 
Demonstrator of Anatomj. 

Dr. Harrison, of St Lonis, has been appointed Professor of Materia Medica 
in the Cincinnati Medical College, a new institution. 

Dr. Joseph Parrish, a ph3r8ician of much ability and experience, so long and 
so favorably known as editor of the **New Jersey Mecucal Reporter, has 
been appointed to the chair of Obstetrics in the Philadelphia College of 
Medicine. 

Dr. Thomas R. Crosby, of Hanover, N. H., has been appointed to the new 
professorship of Anatomv and Physiology in Norwich University, and Dr. 
Enoch C. Rolfe has received the appointment of Professor of Hygiene and 
Physiology in the new College at Somerville, Mass. 

MiscBLLAKSOTis, YeUotofever at the South, Since onr last, this fearfol 
sconrge has been committing ravages in Savannah, and to a less degree in 
Augusta, Geo., and more recently in New Orleans. At the former place, 
during the four weeks from August 23rd to September 19th inclusive, 436 
have died with the disease. Six physicians have fallen victims to it, Drs. P. 
H. Wildman, Schley, Welles, Ellis, S. N. Harris, and J. M. Gordon, stricken 
down in the midst of their attendance upon the sick. In the early part of last 
month, Dr. Wildman announced the muriated tincture of iron *" as an invalu- 
able remedy iu yellow fever," stating that he had treated one hundred and fifty 
cases of that disease with it since the 21st of August, and that, of this number, 
not one had died who had commenced taking it prior to having the ^ black 
vomit'' He gave it in doses varying from twenty to sixty drops every two 
hours, in a tablespoonful of water for adults, and smaller doses for children. 
We tried it in one case of yelloi^ fever at the New York Hospital last month, 
commencmg its use two days before the black vomit appeared, but without 
any apparent influence upon the disease, which terminated fatally about the end 
of the fourth daj from the time of attack. We are happy to see that the dis- 
ease is diminishmg both in Savannah and Augusta. At New Orleans it seems 
to be somewhat on the increase. 

Cholera, We are happy to say that cases of cholera are diminishing very 
fast in our city. It is, however, still raging in some parts of our country. It 
has proved very fatal at Pittsburg quite recently, and is, we understand, at 
this moment prevailing in Newark, New Jersey, and, to a limited extent, in 
some other parts of the country. 



DoMBsnc. Weekly Mortality, Citt. — For the week ending Sept 2, 822 : — 
consumption, 43 ; apoplexv, 4 ; inflammation of brain, 23 ; congestion of brain, 
22; coup de soleil, 1 ; cholera, 116; cholera morbus, 15 ; cholera infantum, 87 ; 
inflammation of bowels, 1 1 ; dysentery, 43 ; diarrhoea, 69 ; convulsions, (infan- 
tile,) 73; typhus fever (including** typhoid "), 9. For the week ending Sep. 9, 
732; consumption, 66; apoplexy, 4; inflammation of brain, 12; congestion of 
brain, 16; cholera, 129 ; cholera morbus, 8; cholera infantum, 60; inflamma- 
tion of bowels, 6; dysentery, 39; diarrhoBa, 61 ; convulsions, 46; typhus 
fever (including "typhoid")! 13. For the week ending Sep. 16th, 681:— 
consumption, 40; apoplexy, 3; congestion of brain, 11 ; coup de soliel, 1 • 
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cholera, 126; cholera morbns, 14; cholera infantum, 61 ; inflammation of 
bowels, 8 ; dysentery, 34 ; diarrhoea, 41 ; convulsions, 38 ; typhus fever 
(including " typhoid**), 9. For the week ending Sept 23rd, 697 :— consump- 
tion, 69; apoplexy, 1 ; congestion of brain, 11; cholera, 86; cholera morbus, 
8 ; cholera infantum, 44 ; inflammation of bowels, 14; dysentery, 30 ; diar- 
rhoea, 27; convulsions (infantile), 48; tophus fever (including ^^typhoid**), 16. 
Ilie total number of deaths in the city and county of New York, including 
the immigrant hospitals and all the other institutions, for the four weeks since 
our last report ; viz. from Aug. 26th, to Sept 23rd, comprising the 36th, 36th, 
37th, and 38th weeks of 1864, was 2832, a falling off of 427 from the number 
djring in the previous month. The corresponding decrease last year was 800. 
The presence of cholera this year, together with the comparative dampness of 
the air, and prevalence of southerly and easterly winds, will probably account 
for the difference. We append the usual comparisons with the returns for the 
same period, for the last 12 years. The following are the deaths for the four 
weeks ending Sept 23rd. 
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1849. 




Apoplexy, 
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11 
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Cholera, Asiatic, 
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Cholera infantum. 
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Congestion of brain. 
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Convulsions, 
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Diarrhoea, 
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Dysentery, 
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Hydrocephalus (mostiy acute) 87 
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Inflam. of brain, 


49 


44 


33 


26i 


Inflam. of bowels, 
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46 
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Inflam. of lungs. 


41 
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33 


36i 


Marasmus, 
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971 


Scarlet fever, 
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9 


Typhus fever (including 










typhoid). 


47 


46 


61 


401 


Totol deaths, deducting still 








bom children 


2709 


1807 


1961 


1391 



The increase of the number of mortality returns from immigration continues 
as in last month. 

The mean temperature for the four weeks was 71^. Mean dew point be- 
low air temperature, llj^; mean dew point same time last vear, 10^ ; mean 
temperature same time last year, 76^ ; mean for same time eight years, 671^ ; 
2| inches of rain fell upon a level ; same time last year, 6 J inches. 

Brooklth. — For the week ending Sep. 2nd, 162:— cholera, 26; cholera 
infantum, 31. For the week ending Sep. 9th, 140 :— cholera, 20 ; cholera infan- 
tum, 16. For the week ending Sep. 16th, 168: — cholera, 16; cholera infantum, 
20. For the week ending Sep. 26th, 106 :— cholera, 9 ; cholera infantum, 10. 
(Foreign Varia omitted for want of space.) 

OBITUAET NOTICES. 



Died, in this city. Sept 18th, after a lingering illness, JoHir A. Swett,M. D. 
aged 46 years, Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine, in the 
University Medical School, and Physician of the New York Hospital. 

Dr. Swett was bom in Boston, Mass., in December, 1808. He received his 
academical education at the University of Cambridge, Mass., having entered 
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that iostitatioQ in 1824, after a thorough classical traioiog at the Latin School 
of Boston, and gradoated with honor, in 1828. He then at once commenced 
the Btadj of m^oine in the office of Dr. Jacob Bigelow, of Boston, and at 
tiie end of three years, received the decree of Doctor of Medicine. In the 
selection of a place for the practice of his profession, he visited New- York in 
the fall of 1831, and soon decided to make this city the scene of his futnre 
labors. In this decision he was not sustained by the wishes of his parents, then 
residing in Boston, which made the early years of his professional life a pe- 
riod of struggle, and of no little anxiety. His zeal for study soon led him to 
seek other means of improvement than those afforded by the slow growth of 
private practice, and he attached himself to the New-York Dispensary, the 
oldest and most extensive of the charities of our city. Years of toil and in- 
dustrious application in this great field for the study of disease in all its forms, 
afforded by the large number of patients at the institution, yielded rich re- 
turns, and probably both gave a direction to his future course, and laid the 
foundation for the reputation and success with which he was afterwards re- 
warded. He then commenced especial attention to the subject of diseases of 
the heart and lungs, a department with which bis name soon became associa^ 
ted, and upon which his labors threw so much light 

In the winter of 1833-34, he was one of a small number who united to 
form an association for professional improvement at the New- York Dispensary, 
which, after some changes, assumed the form and name of the society now 
known as the New- York Medical and Surgical Societ^r. With this associa- 
tion, his feelings and sympathies were alwavs closely mdentified, and he con- 
tributed much to the pleasure and profit of its meetings. The members of 
this society, now numbering between twenty and thirty, all actively engaged 
in professional duties, attended as mourners at his funeral. 

In 1834, he superintended the republication in this city of ** Hall on Diag- 
nosis," a second edition of which, with notes, he published in 1839. In July, 
1835, he visited Europe for professional improvement, and diligently availed 
himself of the advantages anorded by a residence in Paris, returning home, 
after an absence of eighteen months, and entering with renewed z^ upon 
his course of study and practice. 

In the spring of 1838, he commenced his career as a lecturer, at the 
Broome street School of Medicine, an association formed by a few of the 
junior members of the profession, for the purpose of giving instruction on 
special branches of medicine and surgery, selecting for his department his 
favorite subject of diseases of the heart and lungs, with which his reputation 
became afterwards so intimately connected. He subsequently lectured on 
the same subject, with great increase of favor, in the spring course of lectures 
at the College of Physicians and Surgeons, in Crosby street The report of 
his lectures in the New- York Lancet at that time, did much to extend his fame 
as a teacher and a lecturer, bevond the limits of the city, as well as at home. 

In 1839, he and Dr. John Watson were associated as editors of the New- 
York Journal of Medicine, which was conducted by them jointly, with ability, 
for two years, when the enterprise was abandoned, after the publication of 
four valuable volumes. 

In the year 1842, Dr. Swett was elected one of the Physicians of the New- 
York Hospital, with a unanimity highly flattering to him, and with a hearty 
response on the part of the profession, as to his peculiar fitness for the sta^ 
tion. This was the scene of his subsequent and of his latest professional 
labors, and he rendered it attractive to students as well as to practitioners, by 
his accurate ^thological demonstrations, and his clear and judicious cliniciu 
instruction. His devotion to his duties in connection with that Institution, 
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and especially durinfi^ the last spring, when exhaosted by the labors of the 
wmter, doubtless tended to hasten the event which we are now called upon to 
mourn. 

In the summer of 1853, Dr. S. was chosen Professor of the Institutes and 
Practice of Medicine in the medical department of the University of this city, 
and lectured during the past season in that Institution with great acceptance. 
This appointment enabled him to realise the hopes in which he had long in- 
dulged, and rendered available for the benefit of others the valuable acquire- 
ments of long years of devoted study ; and it is in this post that his loss will 
be severely felt. 

Dr. S. was married in 1849, to Miss Margaret Dale, daughter of the late 
Dr. Dale, of Gloucester, Mass. He has left no children. His health had been 
precarious for some years. Signs of the disease which terminated his life 
were detected six or seven years ago, and in 1860, he visited Europe for the 
purpose of relaxation. By careful attention, however, he had been able to 
continue his active labors until the last spring, when more decided evidences 
of declining strength began to awaken the fears of his friends. He spent some 
time at Sharon Springs during the past summer, but without any benefit, and 
returned to the city in August, much reduced in strength and flesh, and with 
symptoms which snowed too plainly that his earthly race was nearly run. He 
still, however, entertained hopes of rallying, and after a short stay here, visited 
Gloucester, for the benefit of a change of air. All hope, however, proved fal- 
lacious, and he had hardly strength to get back to his own house, to breathe 
his last among his friends here. I&s end was calm and peaceful He had not in 
his struggle for earthly lore, neglected that wisdom which cometh from above. 
He retained his consciousness to the last, dictating the arrangements for his 
funeral; and taking leave of those around^ him, quietly fell asleep in the 
arms of that Saviour in whom he reposed all his trust. 

The post-mortem examination confirmed the dii^osis of his disease made 
during life. Both kidneys were found in an advanced stage of Bright's disease, 
and the liver in the second stage of cirrhosis. All the otiier organs were 
sound. 

In the death of Dr. Swett, we feel that the profession has sustained no or- 
dinary loss. An honorable man, and an accomplished physician, he had secured 
the confidence and commanded the respect of his brethren, to a degree rarely 
met with, and it is no disparagement to those whom he has left behind, to say 
that as a teacher and clinical lecturer, he had no superior among us. 

A gentleman by nature and by education. Dr. S. was always courteous in 
his manners, and ever secured the affection of his associates, and has left a 
circle of warm and devoted friends, by whom his removal will be most se- 
verely felt B. 

Died, at Hamilton, Canada West, Sept 16th, Dr. Charles Enderlin, aged 
41 years. Dr. E. was a native of Rastadt, and came to this country in 1860. 
At a meeting of the society of German physicians of this city, held /recently, 
resolutions were passed on the occasion of his death, expressive of the high 
character of the deceased. 

Died, in this city. Sept 26, Edward Bullus, M. D., aged 50 years. 

Died, on the 20th of September, in New-Orleans, of yellow fever, Valen- 
tine Mott, jun., M. D., son of Professor Mott of this city, in the 33d year of 
his age, on his way to New- York. 

At Portici,near Naples, on the 11th August, of cholera, ^e Chevalier 
Macedonio Melloni, a most distin^shed natural philosopher. In London, 
Mr. G. B. Sowerby, a distinguished naturalist In Paris, recently, the only 
child of Baron Louis, aged 19, of phthisis. 
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Case of Acute Traumatic Tetanus successfully treated. By Jambs M. 
Minor, Surgeon to Brooklyn City Hospital. 

Martin Kennedy, Irishman, mason, cBt. 33, admitted December 19th, 
1853, with traumatic tetanus^ caused by lacerated wound over the anterior 
angle of tibia of right leg. Wound was received about ten days pre- 
vious. Symptoms of tetanus began to show themselves about five or six 
days before admissioiu Had been under medical treatment, though of 
what kind, I could not exactly ascertain. Teeth firmly closed, resisting 
his own and our efforts to separate them. Cervical muscles and recti of 
abdomen constantly rigid. Deglutition difficult, with frequent spasm of 
glottis and of respiratory muscles generally. The wound had been 
brought together with sutures; upon tB^ removal of which a small 
pledget of lint was found : a most singular surgical proceeding, and to 
be accounted for only, I suppose, upon the supposition, that having been 
previously introduced, the sutures were introduced without observing the 
pledget Ordered poultice to wound ; bowels being constipated, ordered 
an active cathartic and purgative enema, to be followed by opium and 
quinine, && grs. ij. every three hours. Nutritious diet. 

20th. No improvement ; slept but little ; occasional spasms through 
the night. Wound dry, and covered with a buff-colored slough. Cau- 
terize freely with nit argent and renew poultice. 

2l8t A good many spasms through the night, but slept better than 
night previous. 

22d. No material change. Wound unchanged in appearance, and 
Vol. IV. — ^No. 2. 4 
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seems little disposed to action. Remove poultice and apply lint dipped 
in laudanum ; medicine to be given every two hours. 

23d. Violent and frequently repeated spasms through the night, 
with opisthotonos. Remove lint, and substitute a poultice containing pow- 
dered opium. 

24th. Passed a rather better night ; muscular spasms, however, fre- 
quent and severe. 

25th. No material change. Slept but little. Continue treatment 

26th. Passed a bad night Spasms violent and frequent, with opis- 
thotonos; countenance anxious; eyes widely dilated and staring. To 
have a hot hop hath made by infusing two wash-basins of hops in boiling 
water, and put into the bath ; the bath-tub to be covered (except a small 
space over the face) with a counterpane or blanket, causing him to breathe 
as much of the vapor as possible. 

27th. Obtained great relief from bath ; slept none ; spasms neither 
so violent nor frequent Brandy to be taken freely. 

28th. No change. Continue opium and quinine ; anodyne poultice. 

29th. Passed a bad night; symptoms aggravated. Repeat hop 
hath. , 

SOtL Much relieved by bath ; slept three or four hours ; action of 
muscles less violent $ . Quinine, grs. xx., three times a day, in con- 
junction with other medicines. 

8 1st Not so well. Chloroform liniment to cervical spine. Discon- 
tinue the large doses of quinine. $ . Pulv. opii, grs. iv. ; sulph. qui- 
nine, gre. iv.,— every two hours in place of pills heretofore given. Long 
and narrow blisters on each side of dorsal vertebne. 

Jan. 1st Decidedly better, slept well. Teeth can be opened a little, 
spasms less frequent and severe. Continue pills and brandy. To take 
also chloroform, gtt viij. in emulsion, three times a day. 

2d. Not so well. Discontinue chloroform, continue liniment Sub- 
stitute morphine for opium, in equivalent doses. 

3d. No material change. 

Chloroform inhalation ; to be resorted to only when spasms are very 
severe. 

4th. Inhalation of chloroform seemed to aggravate the violence of 
the spasms. Discontinue it 5- chloroform, | ss., tinct aconite, 3 ij., 
liniment saponis, § iss., to be used as a liniment to spine. 

6th. Rested tolerably last night During my visit on this day, he 
was thrown into the most violent spasms ; opisthotonos of the severest 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1854.] Db. MmoB on Acute Traumatic Tetanus. 39 

form, foaming at the mouth ; f&ce purple, resembling in many respects 
an epileptic convulsion. To be placed immediately in a hot bath, with 
very strong infusion of hops. 

7th. Much relieved by the bath. Continue treatment as before. 

8th. A little more comfortable. Slept better. Had him removed 
to a private ward, to avoid as much as possible all noise, which causes a 
frequent recurrence of the spasms. 

9th. Improving decidedly. Teeth can be separated a little more. 
Spasms less frequent, and altogether more comfortable. Reduce quantity 
of morphine gradually. 

14Ui. Improvement progressive. 

19th. Brandy to be reduced to ^ ij. daily. From this time he 
steadily but slowly improved, until the lOthi of February, when he was 
discharged, cured. 

Remarks. The bare details of a case can never convey to the mind 
of a reader the same fidl appreciation of its striking points as they do 
to one who witnesses them in their progress at the bed-side. 

With this view, I venture to add, very briefly, what appeared to me 
the most prominent features, both in the case itself and the treatment 

Ist We have a most violent case of acute tetanus, from a very 
aggravated cause, in a large and powerful man, and one of intemperate 
habits. 

2d. The disease in its seventh day, scarcely any thing having been 
done to check its progress. 

3d. The treatment, as in almost all cases of extreme severity, under- 
went a variety of changes, though in the main was steady and per- 
sistent, and based upon a correct appreciation of its strict pathological 
condition, so far as that is known. The sequence between the relief and 
the remedies is not as direct and immediate as we could desire ; and yet 
I think it may be said that, the disease being one of nervous irritation, 
or even inflammation (as some have supposed), the treatment would be 
generally appropriate, the use of nitrate of silver to the wound de- 
stroying the sentient extremities of the irritated nervous trunks, and the 
anodyne applications producing local anaesthesia. 

The blisters along the spinal column, and the chloroform liniment, are 
but adjuncts to the more prominent remedies, and tending towards the 
same end. The hot hop bath I consider to have been more immediate 
and striking in its remedial operation^ than any other of the remedies 
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used, I should be most happy if this paper may induce others to resort 
to it in similar cases, in order that its eflSciency may be tested more 
folly. My experience of its effects in this case, and also in several cases of 
mania a potu, has caused me to place a very high value upon it in all 
cases of nervous irritation. Upon opium in the large and frequently 
repeated doses, as above detailed, I place great reliance, and cannot but 
look upon it as the most potent and valuable of all the drugs used in 
this disease. 

Brandy, and the most nutritious diet, doubtless played an important 
part, and materially aided in the final result. 

SB Pierrepont street, Brooklyn, 



Case of Recovery after Rupture of the Vagina, at its junction with the 
UteruSy and escape of the child into the peritoneal cavity ; by John 
T. Metcalfe, M. D., Professor of Institutes and Practice of Medicine, 
University Medical College. 

Mrs. H. cet, 35, a stout, well made woman, was taken in labor with 
her fifth child, on Sunday, April 27, 1851, at 2, P. M. 

In her first confinement, from what cause, it was impossible to ascer- 
tain, there had been necessity for instrumental delivery, after a long and 
difficult labor. Neither the patient nor her friends, were able to say 
what kind of instruments had been employed. 

Her next two children were bom, at term, after short and easy labors. 
Her fourth child presented the arm ; and, after trusting to nature for 
twenty-four hours, delivery was effected by turning. 

During pregnancy, she had always suffered from nausea and couh, 
which latter lasted for several weeks after parturition. Convalescence, 
in every case, had been rapid and uninterrupted. Her general health was 
excellent 

From the commencement of her present labor, she had been con- 
stantly troubled with pain in the right side, vomiting, and heartburn. 
Dr. Wiggins saw her at 6 J, P. M. on the 27th, and found her suffering 
froTCL regular, strong, dilating pains, recurring every fifteen minutes. At 
this time, by vaginal examination, he recognized a presentation of the 
vertex, and dilatation of the os uteri to the size of a quarter dollar. The 
membranes were very tense during the pains. In the course of the after- 
noon, there had been a " show." 
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At 9, P. M., the 08 having dilated to the size of a half-dollar, and the 
uterine eontractions having preserved the characters above mentioned, 
there was suddenly a pain, more feeble and of shorter duration than any 
which had preceded. This was soon followed by another, almost imper- 
ceptible from its sKghtness, after which there was no contraction up to 
the time of my visit (60 hours). Coincidently with the absolute cessa- 
tion of labor, there was increased pain in the right iliac region, and a 
copious flow of blood per vaginam. There was no rapid sinking of 
the puhe, or other sign of collapse, at this time. Vomiting, which had 
existed previously, continued at intervals of a few minutes, during the 
sixty hours. The position of the patient was on the right side, which 
was the only manner in which she could lie after the pains ceased. 

At 10, P. M., Dr. W. made a vaginal examination, on noticing that 
there was a sudden prostration of strength, and feebleness of the radial 
pulse. He found that it was impossible to reach the child's head with 
his finger, and was confident that he had been easily able to do so at 
his fint visit, in the afternoon. The fointness was relieved by the admin- 
istration of brandy and water. 

28th, 6, A. M. The patient has passed a restless night ; has been 
much troubled with cough, and with pain in the abdomen, which has 
increased since yesterday ; has continued to vomit a glairy mucus every 
fifteen or twenty minutes; pulse 110, and hard. 8, P. M., was seen, in 
consultation, by another practitioner, who, judging from the outward ap- 
pearances and history of the case, but without making a vaginal examin- 
ation, thought it to be an instance of suspended labor. Ten grains of 
Dover's Powder were ordered, which she retained only about ten minutes 
on her stomach* At 12 o'clock, took twelve drops of Magendie's Solut. 
of morphia, which was retained for two hours. Vomiting then returned, 
and continued at intervals of a few minutes, until the following morning. 

29th. The history of to-day nearly a repetition of that of yesterday. 
The pulse varied from 110 to 120. For the last two days, there has 
been a discharge of bloody fluid from the vagina. Internal administra- 
tion of opium ; arrow-root and brandy for nourishment 

80th. Saw the patient, for the flrst time, along with Drs. Wiggins 
and Meigs. She was then lying in bed, on her right side, with the knees 
drawn up ; the skin was warm, the countenance anxious, the face flushed ; 
poke 120, small and hard; respiration frequent, and entirely thoracic; 
nausea and vomiting were incessant ; there was frequent cough and much 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 Db. METOiXFB on UtiptiMre of the Vagina. pNTov., 

abdominal tenderness and pain, aggravated by any attempt to change 
position ; distinct fluctuation, from fluid, on palpation of abdomen. 

On making a vaginal examination, the woman complained of great 
pain. I was enabled, to feel the soft, thick, flaccid os uteri, dilated, appa- 
rently, to the size of a dollar ; but could not make out any part of the 
foetus, even by introducing my finger to the utmost possible extent. 

It seemed to me, from the history of the case as detailed, that there 
must be rupture of the uterus. Nothing else was adequate to explain 
the sudden cessation of labor, the flow of blood from the vagina, the pain 
on the iliac region, and the subsequent peritonitis. 

Thinking that if the child had escaped into the peritoneal cavity 
there would, probably, after a lapse of three days, be considerable con- 
traction of the rent in the uterus,- such, indeed, as to render gastrotomy 
the only feasible plan of delivery, and as it would not have been possi- 
ble, without great suflering to the patient, to make a thorough examina- 
tion unaided by anaesthesia, I visited her at 5, P. M., in company with 
Drs. F. M. Johnston and Van Buren, with the requisite means for 
performing the Csesarean section, if it should be deemed advisable. 

The patient, after about ten minutes' inhalation of chloroform vapor, 
was brought fully under its influence. Examination of the abdomen 
enabled the gentlemen present to ascertain that there was a roundish 
hard body, the size of a child's head, placed very superficially in the 
right iliac region. On introducing my hand into the uterus, which was 
effected by gentle continued pressure, it was at first impossible to recog- 
nize any thing except the placenta, which was at the fimdus of the organ. 

On carrying my hand to the right of the median line, the fingers 
passed into a laceration of the vaginal wall at its junction with the uterus, 
apparently about three inches in length. This dilated readily, so as to 
allow me to introduce my whole hand, to feel the head, and to seize the 
feet of the child, which were brought through the rent into the vagina, 
and out at the vulva. Traclion, in the usual manner, enabled me to 
extract the whole body, the epidermis of which had commenced to sep- 
arate from the skin. 

Owing to the extension of the head, it was arrested at the superior 
strait In attempting to extract it, by moderately pulling on the legs, 
whilst endeavoring to produce flexion of the head, the neck was heard 
to snap twice, owing to lesion of the cervical vertebras, as I supposed. In 
order to avoid any risk of having the head retained, I perforated with 
Smellie's scissors through the hard palate, and easily evacuated enough 
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of brain to allow the head to be extracted without difficulty. This was 
followed by a copious gush of bloody fluid. I immediately delivered the 
placenta ; and the womb, which had previously been completely inactive, 
contracted down to the usual dze. This was ascertained by my friend, 
Dr. Thomas F. Cock, who kindly assisted me in the operation. A ban- 
dage was now firmly applied, and the patient put to bed. 

The vomiting appeared to be somewhat worse after delivery,^ — the 
pulae remaining, throughout, from 120 to 125, and with the characters 
|»«viou8ly mentioned ; — ^the respiration still rapid and thoracic. 

Three quarters of an hour after the extraction of the child (6f , P. M.), 
was ordered twenty drops of Magendie's Solution of morphia, which she 
retained only a half-hour. At 8, P. M., there was a violent rigor ; she 
became pulseless, and was in a state of great prostration. Brandy was 
freely administered, after which the pulse returned. At 8^, P. M. it was 
125. During the night, brandy and arrow -root were given for stimulus 
and nourishment, with cracked ice to allay the vomiting. 

May 1st Has passed the night as comfortably as the almost con- 
stant nausea and emesis would allow. To-day she threw up a quantity 
of glairy mucus, tinged with green. Pulse 100 to 1 15 ; great tenderness 
on pressure over abdomen, especially on right side ; tympanitis marked ; 
lochial discharge abundant ; coughs a great deal. Ordered ten drops of 
Magendie's solution every four hours ; slept a little, at intervals, before 
12 o^clock P. M. ; after that time, restless and uneasy. 

May 2. Had another sharp rigor, with failing of the pulse and signs 
of prostration, as already described. Restored, as before, by full use of 
brandy. Suspended morphia, and gave for nourishment milk and lime- 
water. This somewhat quieted the nausea, and relieved heart-bum and 
acidity of stomach, of which she had complained greatly. In the after- 
noon, had beef-tea and chicken-broth. Pulse, during the day, 106, of 
better quality. Ordered a grain pill of solid opium, at 7, P. M. Slept 
weU until 1 2 o'clock, aftier which time was wakeful and restless. 

Subsequently to this date, convalescence differed in no material point 
from that of ordinary cases of peritonitis, until the 8th. The treatment 
consisted of anodynes (opium, principally), administered by the mouth, 
and of cataplasms to the abdomen. For nourishment, arrow-root and 
brandy, beef-tea and chicken-broth. 

May 9th. On my visit, this morning, she complained of having 
been annoyed, since the preceding afternoon, by an increased discharge 
from the vagina, and spoke of having had no desire to urinate, as she 
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had regularly done since the labor. The increased vaginal flow had sud- 
denly come on with a copious gush, which changed to the inconsiderable 
but constant discharge she had since had. An examination showed that 
her troubles were due to a vesico-vaginal fistula, into which the points of 
the middle and index fingers could be easily introduced. A catheter 
passed through the urethra was made to touch them. 

In the course of a month, the patient had so far recovered as to be 
able to resume part of her household duties ; and when I saw her, ax 
months afterwards, she expressed herself as well as ever, with the excep- 
tion of the discomfort she experienced from the constant dribbling of urine. 
At this time, she was unwilling to consent that an operation should be 
attempted for the relief of her infirmity. 



Case of Imperforate Anus^ in which the operation was successful. By 
Austin L. Sands, M. D. 

In the month of September, 1853, 1 saw, with Dr. M. Morris, a child 
of Mr. Julius, at that time sixteen hours after birth. The child when 
first seen, was straining forcibly, as though attempting to relieve its 
bowels. This had been the case for some three or four hours ; it had 
also vomited some yellowish-looking fluid. On lifting the clothes from 
the infant, a small quantity of meconium could be seen oozing from the 
penis. The anus was wanting ; not a mark or discoloration of any kind, 
to indicate its proper position. The child up to this time, had not passed 
any water, and appeared unable to cry, keeping up a constant straining. 
There seemed but one thing to be done to save the child, viz. the 
making of some communication with the intestine externally ; though 
having very little encouragement from the records I had seen of similar 
cases, and from the experience of many of my acquaintances. 

Placing the child on its back, with its thighs flexed upon its body, 
an incision of about an inch in length, was made in the natural position 
for the anus, through the external integuments ; then using the forefinger 
of the left hand, pushing it upwards and backwards, tearing the tissues 
before it, until reaching a point opposite the sacro-vertebral angle, — in 
this position, when the child strained and only then, a soft, elastic tumor 
could be felt, pressing down upon the point of the finger. Considering 
this to be the termination of the intestine, in &culde sac, communica- 
ting, to a certain extent, with the bladder, the finger was withdrawn. 
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and laying a long straight bistoury upon it, was reintroduced, the point 
of the bistoury being even with the end of the finger. Keeping it in this 
position until the tumor was pressed down by the straining of the child 
upon it ; then, with the right hand sliding the bistoury along the finger, 
piercing the tumor, and making an incisicm of about three quarters of an 
inch in it The finger and bistoury were then withdrawn together, and 
a small quantity of meconium instantly followed. In about ten minutes, 
the child had a full passage, uid seemed almost immediately to be 
relieved. A pledget of linen, well smeared with cerate, was then intro- 
duced into the new passage, up to the intestine, and a teaspoonful of 
castor-oil ordered to be given ; with instructions to remove the pledget 
in the course of four hours, and leave it out until the child had another 
passage ; then to reintroduce it 

The following morning, the oil had operated several times ; child 
apparently comfortable ; had taken the breast Up to this time it had 
not passed any water. Pledget of linen kept in the passage ; ordered 
warm hip bath. 

Third day. Child very comfortable; mother states that it has had 
several good passages, and that it had passed its water, at first very thick 
and discolored, but this morning appearing natural. Anal bougies 
were then ordered to be substituted for the linen pledget, and to be worn 
constantly. Every thing going on very regularly for three weeks, the 
mother thought there would be no harm in leaving the bougies out, for 
a day or so. On the second day of removal of the bougie, the child 
became restless, with a return of the straining, and foecal matter was 
seen distinctly in its urine. Dr. Morris was sent for, and immediately 
introduced the bougie, with directions for its continuous use. In a few 
days, the ehild became easy, the evacuations from the bowels regular, 
and urine normal Dr. M. has attended the child from that time, keep- 
ing the bougies in, and gradually increasmg their size ; for the first three 
ftumthi^ fcecal matter could at times be seen in the urine, after the 
child having a violent turn of crying, or straining in any way ; but it has 
nev^ been detected smce that period. Within the last three months, 
the opening apparently being so well established. Dr. M. considered it 
would be safe to dispense with the r^ular wearing of the bougie, merely 
now introducing it evary third or fourth day. The child, now in its 
fourteenth mouthy appears very healthy, is full the usual size of children 
at that age, and the action of the bowels is at the present time, very 
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natural ; the introduction of the instrument ey^ third or fourth day, 
seeming sufficient to ensure against contraction. 

I have been induced to send you the history of this case, from the 
few instances of a similar kind reported as having been successfully 
treated. The success, thus far, I consider to have depended entirely on 
the tearing, in place of cutting, the tissues between the eictemal integu- 
ments, and the termination of the intestine. It being impossible to cut 
to any depth without having considerable hsemorrhage, the prostration 
from which, in such young subjects, often being fatal, — ^with the tearing, 
this difficulty is entirely avoided. And the tendency to contraction of 
the passage seems not to be so great, when it has been made in this 
way ; the difficulty in contending with which, and irritation produced by 
it, being the general cause of want of success in similar cases. 

30 Lafatette Plage, New York. 



Case of Torticollis. By Mare Stephsnsok, M.D., Surgeon of the 
New York Opthalmic Hospital. 

E. K, a boy 5 years of age, has had wry-neck from an infant, whe- 
ther congenital or not I am unable to say. His mother first noticed it 
when he was nine months old. 

When placed under my care, the head was inclined to the left side, 
to that degree that its axis was, even to the most casual observer, percep- 
tibly different from the axis of the body. The fece was turned to the 
left side, so that its anterior plane cut that of the trunk at an angle of 
about 55 degrees ; and a vertical line from the left conmiissure of the lips, 
corresponded with the median line of the sternum ; the left shoulder 
was nearly an inch higher than the right ; the left conmussure of the 
lips was depressed, giving the whole face an oblique aspect 

The left stemo-cleido-mastoid was tense, and, when pressure was 
made upon the head in an opposite direction, it was wholly inextensible. 

His parents informed me that the deformity was perceptibly increas- 
ing. 

M. Guerin says, the sternal portion of the stemo-mastoid muscle is 
principally engaged in keeping up the deformity in case of wry-neck ; 
and he considers the section of this origin of the muscle to be sufficient 
for its relief in the majority of cases. He looks upon the stemo-mastoid 
muscle as composed of two distinct muscles, the functions of which are 
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different: a stemo-mastoid and a deido-mastoid ; the fonner being a 
motor of the head, the latter being essentially a muscle of inspiration. 

In the present case, the clavicular portion had an equal share in 
TnaintAJning the deformity. 

His parents being very anxious to have the deformity removed, made 
the journey from California to this city for that express purpose. 

Various mechanical contrivances had been resorted to, with a view 
of counteracting the contraction of the muscle, but without any advan- 
tage. I informed the mother of the little boy, that an operation would 
be the only effectual remedy. She said she had prepared her mind for 
the worst, and should submit to whatever was thought best ; and accord- 
ingly, with great decision and fortitude of mind, gave her assent to the 
operation. 

The operation was performed on the 14th September, 1863 ; in which 
I was very kindly assisted by Drs. Batchelder and Garrish, of this city, 
and Dr. Van Ness, of the city of Brooklyn. 

The child was placed upon a table, with pillows beneath him, in 
such a manner as to make the affected muscle as tense as possible. 
While in this position, and under the influence of chloroform, an incision 
was made through the integuments, on a line parallel with and about 
an inch above the clavicle, extending from the internal to the external 
margin of the stemo-cleido-mastoid muscle ; a director was then intro- 
duced beneath the clavicular portion of the muscle, and after examining 
carefully the parts superincumbent to the director, an instrument was 
introduced along its groove, and that portion of it divided ; finding the 
impediment only partially removed, I then proceeded in like manner to 
divide the sternal portion of the muscle, when we found the head could 
be readily brought to its normal position. By an apparatus, consisting of 
a frame, secured to the body with stays, to which a head-piece was 
fastened, I was enabled to keep the head perfectly erect and steady. 

The wound healed kindly, and the torticollis ir^ completely removed ; 
nor has there been any return of the deformity^ although more than a 
year has elapsed since the operation. 

He was directed to wear the apparatus a few hours each day for 
some months, but failed to do it as sjrstematically as was desired. 

This method of operating is the one which was usually adopted by 
the late M. Roux, of Paris, and is the one which is preferred by my old 
and esteemed preceptor, Prof. Mott, of this city. 
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I gi^e it the preference to the suh-cutaneous operation, for two 
reasons: — 

Ist Because I prefer seeing and feeling what I divide, in preference 
to cutting in the dark, especially in a part involving so many important 
'blood-vessels and nerves as are to be found in this region of the neck. 

2d. Because I have noticed that M. Gnerin has, in several in- 
stances, been obliged to repeat the operation in a few days, for the 
purpose, as he says, of dividing the flEiscia of the muscle ; a result greatly 
to be deprecated by the surgeon, and to which the patient will not 
always submit. 

^ Chloroform was used in this case ; and it is the only one in which I 
have ever witnessed any unpleasant consequences, although I have used 
it in operations upon children equally young. In this case, respiration 
was nearly if not entirely suspended, while under its influence, but was 
fully restored by resorting to artificial measures. 

I am confident, however, that he never would have submitted to the 
operation without resorting to this wonderful anaesthetic agent. 



On the Use of the Eupatwrium Cannabinum in the treatment of Cholera. 
Communicated to the N. Y. Lyceum of Natural History, by Mr. 
Richard Hill, of Spanish Town, Jamaica, W. I. Corresponding mem- 
ber of the Zoological Society of London ; read before the Lyceum^ 
on the 2nd October, and referred to the Editors for publication. 

Our recent melancholy experience in this pestilence (Cholera), 
enables us to ^ve much more exact intelligence respecting its successful 
treatment, than you will find anywhere else. I have been instrumental, 
in conjunction with Mr. T. W. March, who has the whole merit of the 
discoveiy, in making known the efficacy of a plant, very common 
throughout the world in one or other of its species, as of unfailing 
potency in producing re-action in the system during the al^d stage of 
the disorder. Cholera is a disease which lowers the vital power, with 
^cial rapidity : — ^the Eupatorium, the plant we have had recourse to, 
and by which we have saved thousands of lives, not alone sustains, but 
invigorates the system ; settmg up immediately an arterial action, and 
arresting that catalytic tendency of the blood, which is what is specifi- 
cally cholera. I must mention to you first, that, noticing the instructions 
of the Central Board of Health to be, the early administration of the 
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chlorates of soda and potash, to restore to the blood what the serous 
diarrhoea was pouring out, and 80» by keeping that fluid from becoming 
inspissated, to check the diminution of the blood in tiie nervous centers, 
and rescue the body from spasms and cramps, and by the same proceed- 
ing arresting the pulmonary congestion and retarding the progress of 
collapse, — ^I suggested that the people should at once provide themselves 
with lye watery made from the white wood ashes of their kitchen fires, 
and by the addition of common scUt, have a substitute, by a dilute car- 
bonate of potash, and hydro-chlorate of soda, for the alkaline salts of the 
Board of Health's instructions. This might be said to be no more than 
gaining time, by a sustaining and replenishing treatment. It had, how- 
ever, this additional recommendation : it showed that, by self-reliance, the 
people might do for themselves all that the doctors (who were not in the 
ratio of one to five thousand persons) could do for ihem ; and that they 
could do more, for the prompt relief which they could not get from the 
doctor they might have within themselves. This was retarding the pro- 
gress of destruction ; but for eventual success in overcoming the disease, 
we are to depend on an invigorating, in addition to a sustaining process ; 
and this, an infusion of ^^ bitter bush" (as our country people call the 
plant) — ^a decoction of Eupatorium — effectually accomplished. This fact 
will be readily understood, if we attend to the statement given by Dr. 
James Bird, in his address to the Epidemiological Society, on the agency 
of epidemic diseases : '^ Certain intrinsic and extrinsic epidemic agents, 
suspend the normal elimination of excrete materials from the blood. 
Although the living organism appears so well protected against de- 
structive processes which are extrinsic to it, it nevertheless takes on indi- 
rect cai€Ut/tip decompositions. Health is maintained by the fitness <^ 
the human organism to keep intact the vital affinity necessary for sus- 
taining the nutritive, secretory, excretory, and nervous functions, in a 
state of harmonious activity in relation to each other. The human 
organism, in certain same most unsanitary conditions^ possesses separative 
power in itself to eliminate by the excretory organs certain hurtful 
agents, so as to preserve the standard of health." Now, taking these 
views, we have only to consider that cholera represents the particular 
form of action of a hurtful agent, — ^the epidemic poison, whatever it may 
be. The excretory and eliminating processes necessary to health, have 
been altered ; and there has been set up in the blood, a destructive existr 
ing disorder, which deranges these processes mortally. Now, if we con- 
sider further, that the saline, and such other remedies are applied to give 
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back to the body the fluids it is losing, and that these, when diligently 
administered, modify the disordered action, then the ^^ hitter busk" has 
been found to be a medicine uneqtuiled in the rapidity with which it 
sets up reaction, and re-establishes the secretory, excretory, and nervous 
functions. The blood becomes rapidly arterialized, the natural warmth 
is restored, and recovery occurs in a space of time that does not usually 
exceed two hours. 

The great advantage of the two processes here indicated, was that 
of self-dependence and reliance. The people had the remedies at their 
own doors, and in their own fields. My object in requesting you to give 
it publicity is, to lead your medical botanists to ascertain whethfer the 
Eupatorium cannabinum known conmionly as hemp agrimony, and 
liverwort, the only species I find in the list of European plants, has the 
same concentrated power as our tropical ^ bitter bush." I have looked 
into the testimony borne to the potency of plants of this genus ; and I 
find Dr. Gray, of Philadelphia, thus speaking of the Eupatorium perfo- 
liatum of Virginia, known in America by the significant names of 
vegetable antimony, ague-weed, and boneset. ^ I have, for many years, 
applied the Eupatorium in cases of intermittent, when there was little or 
no sweat at any time during the disease, and consequently in those forms 
closely verging upon the remittent type ; " and such applications, he says, 
he had found effective in setting up reaction. 

Of my own personal acquaintance with the administration of Eupa- 
toriimi, I will give you some examples. 

A servant of ours, whose mother resides in the Salt-pond plain, some 
three and a half miles distant from Spanish Town, received two messages 
to go for her immediately, for she was dying, having suffered from 
cholera for four days. The mother was a prudent, careful woman, and 
had been cautious to take advice, and to resort to the saline treatment 
fix>m her first cholera symptoms. She was, however, now collapsed, and 
apparently irrecoverably gone. I sent off" the daughter with a handfiil 
of the "bitter bush," directing her to administer the infusion cold. 
Though her mother was as cold as ice, and, as she described her, barely 
speaking so as to be heard, and drawn up with cramps and spasms, she 
prepared the bush-tea, confident in its efficacy. Afler cooling it by 
ladling it in the air, she gave it to her, a cupful at some two or three 
draughts. In twenty minutes, the involuntary diarrhoea under which 
she was laboring ceased ; in an hour, she was in a state of perspiration ; 
in half an hour more, she had fallen asleep in a fever heat. At night 
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she woke, laboring under suppression of urine. The ^'bush tea'' was 
again administered: the bladder was emptied naturally; and before 
midnight, she was free from all symptoms of cholera, save that three 
hours elapsed before she regained her consciousness. 

I have tried it on myself^ in a slight tendency to bilious fever. Its 
action was very decisive, and the arterial e£fect most sensibly indicated • 
I dreamed all night I had hot bottles at my feet 

Dr. Macnab, of Eangston, an erudite medical botanist, witnessed its 
use in St Ann's a parish, on the north side of the island, where the 
cholera was intensely fatal before this remedy was resorted to. He saw 
it in a case that, to him, seemed beyond the reach of remedies; and, from 
a state of collapse, the person regained warmth immediately, and in a 
couple of hours was free from every symptom of cholera. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINR 
Summary of the Proceedings. 

Statbd meeting at the University, October 4th, 1854. President 
Dr. J. M. Smith in £e chair. Fifty-six members in attendance. Minutes 
oi last meeting were read and approved. 

The Committee on Admissions reported the following gentlemen for 
Fellowship, viz. : — 

Dr. Stephen Smith, 274 Sixth Avenue, a graduate of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, New York, 1850, proposed by Drs. Purple and 
Corson. 

Dr. T. C. Finnell, 39 Grand street, graduate of the University of the 
City of New York, 1849, proposed by Drs. Bolton and L F. Jenkins. 

These gentlemen were balloted for and elected. 

The Committee on Surgery reported through Dr. Detmold, in refer- 
ence to the work of Dr. Sperino **on Syphilization," presented by the 
author at the last meeting. The Committee consider the practice repre- 
hensible and inadmissible upon the human subject, having been con- 
demned by the highest authorities in science. 

Dr. Francis advocated the views of the committee, and recommended 
that the work be simply deposited in the library. 

The Committee on Surgery recommended for discussion the subject 
<rf the ^* rtfraeturing of badly united fractures.^'* 
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The Committee an Theory and Practice reported the fdlowing resolu- 
tion, viz. : — 

Resolved^ That the paper of Dr. Dupierris having been read and 
discussed, the Committee recommend that it be placed on file. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

The Committee on Public Health, Ac, reported progress. 

The Committee on Astor Library, reported favorably of the disposi- 
tion of Dr. Cogswell to meet the wants of the profession. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the propriety of 
dividing the Academy into sections, reported through their chairman, 
Dr. Batchelder ; and, on motion of Dr. Anderson, the report was accepted, 
and laid on the table for the present 

Dr. Gardner read a paper relating a case of hcemorrhoids, compli- 
cated with dysentery, and resulting in a sloughing ulcer of the rectum, 
which terminated fatally. Dr. G. also read, as a part of his paper, his 
views upon the treatment of dysentery. 

Dr. Kiseam, as Chairman of the Committee on Theory and Practice, 
stated that the reason why dysentery was proposed for discussion was, 
that it generally succeeded cholera, and is now prevailing in our city. 
Dysentery assumes different grades of severity at different seasons ; the 
one prevailing at present is of a mild character; at other times, it has 
been severe, and very fatal in its results. Being different in character at 
different times, the treatment required must necessarily vary according 
to the severity of the cases, and the parts affected. 

The President, Dr, J, M, Smith, remarked, that there were several 
points connected with the subject, which might be considered with ad- 
vantage. As to the treatment, there is such a diversity of opinion, that 
it will be of advantage to compare views, — 

Ist, As to the administration of opium ; is it an article upon which 
we may entirely rely ? 

2d, Is it necessary first to purge offensive matters from the bowels, as 
preliminary to other treatment ? 

3d, Is the liver much involved, and is it necessary to use mercurials 
to meet this complication ? 

Or, can we combine the different plans to meet different indications ? 
Shall we use a mild purgative at first, or a combination of calomel and 
opium ? Suppositories and external applications are also used in the 
treatment of the disease. 

Dr. Schilling stated that he has to treat several hundred cases of 
dysentery every year. He would divide the disease into three varieties, 
1st, Catarrhal, where the mucous membrane alone is affected. 2d. 
Croupous. 3d, Diptheritic, where ulceration occurs. These different 
varieties may be combined in one case. It is important in the treatment 
of dysentery that the patient should be kept quiet In his opinion, the 
local treatment is the only rational treatment This mode of treatment 
is the application of a solution of the nitrate of silver to the parts, one 
drachm of the nitrate to one ounce of water, four to six ounces for one 
injection. A long tube is to be used, two feet in length, so that the so- 
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Intioii may reach the parts aflfected. Sometimes opium is added. This 
injection is administered once, twice, or three times, at intervals of one, 
two, or three days, according to circmnstances. 

Dr. Gardner observed that he had heard of this treatment being 
used in chronic cases, attended with ulceration. 

Dr. Schilling observed that these injections checked the bloody dis- 
charge, the tenesmus, and all symptoms of the disease ; after twelve hours 
the passages returned, but altered in character ; first their appearance is 
^ayish, and then quite yellow. If the dysenteric passa^s return, another 
mjection is administered. In this way we treat the disease at its seat, 
and not the symptoms. The injections of the nitrate of silver have £uled 
with some, from the fact, that the syringe used has not forced the solu- 
tion to the seat of the disease. 

Dr. Horace Green stated that in 1849, he saw several cases treated 
in the way mentioned by Dr. Schilling, with success. But the best 
corroboration of the success of this treatment he has received from 
Dr. Barr, Surgeon to the army in Mexico, who stated that all other kinds 
of treatment failed, and they were losing nearly every case, until the 
nitrate of silver was used. No doubt the cause of failure is the one 
mentioned by Dr. Schilling : a long tube must be used. The plan of 
ffiving cathartics, ^c, under the idea of evacuating offensive matters, has 
killed a great many. In postmortem exammations, the canal is 
empty. 

Dr. Ckyrson remarked, that it would not answer to depend upon any 
one plan of treatment ; but it must be varied according to circumstances. 
Rest is very important We can do much do prevent dysentery. It 
prevails where mere are great alternations of the atmosphere. By atten- 
tion to warm clothing and other means, so as to guard against these 
alternations, a sreat deal will be done to prevent the disease. Dr. G. 
thinks that the liver has not as much to do in producing the disease as 
has been laid to it Perhaps a single dose of calomel to purge away the 
bile and other matters from the bowels, so that they may be at rest after- 
wards, may be useful. In this way, it may occasionally be given with 
advantage. But the plan of giving calomel in frequently repeated doses, 
is bad ; it produces an irritating effect We do not derive oenefit from 
calomel in affections of the mucous membranes elsewhere. Do we sali- 
vate our patients in bronchitis, ^c. ? It is not good practice in dysen- 
tery. Perhaps the good effect attributed to calomel is produced by the 
opium with which it is combined. In giving opium, he prefers giving it 
minutely divided, as in mucilage ; sometimes he combines it with an 
alkali. Suppositories are useful in the disease. 

Dr. Barker remarked, that dysentery varied in its character at differ- 
ent times and seasons ; and that we could not establish one plan of 
treatment which would be applicable to all cases. In 1841, in Conneo- 
ticut, where he resided, dysentery prevailed epidemically. It was of that 
character described by Dr. Johnson, very malignant and fatal in its char- 
acter. The patient was speedily prostrated, the tongue furred, sordes 
formed on the teeth, and a general typhoid condition soon manifested 
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Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 Prooeedmga of Societies. [Nov., 

itself. When it attacked a family, nearly all had the disease; and ihere 
were many fects observed which gave strong grounds for believing in its 
contagion. Various kinds of treatment were tried; some bled, but 
bleeding was soon abandoned, as it hastened the fatal termination ; 
others used calomel and Dover's powder ; some gave acetate of lead. 
Dr. P. had several opportunities of making a postmortem examination ; 
the liver was found very much congested. Tne plan of treatment he 
adopted was, to give when first called, a large dose of calomel combined 
with opium ; if that produced one bilious evacuation, it was not repeated, 
but if not, it was repeated ; but in no case were more than two doses 
given. After the exhibition of the calomel and opium, pills were given 
containing camphor, opium, and soap. Stimulants were used early in 
the disease and were well borne in consequence of the typhoid symptoms 
present Since that epidemic there have only been sporadic cases of 
the disease. 

Dr. Beadle observed that there was no plan of treatment adapted to 
all cases. We must treat each case separately according to its peculiari- 
ties ; and in epidemic forms of the disease, the character of the epidemic 
is to be considered. He thinks that, in the first place, a moderate dose 
of calomel or blue pill^ with orl without opium, should be administered, 
according to circumstances, unless a diarrhoea has preceded the attack 
of dysentery. After the cak)mel, then opium alone is to be persevered 
in. Absolute rest is necessary. Injections and suppositories are useful. 
Dr. B. thinks very higblv of fomentations : very little nourishment is to 
be given. He believes that fi^quent purgation is bad treatment. Some- 
times cases occur which are more local in their characters ; then the local 
treatment is more appropriate and successful. 

Dr. Batchelder inquired of Dr. Barker in what did the dysentery he 
described, differ from dysentery in general. In his opinion, it is always 
the same disease. 

Dr. Barker answered, that the epidemic to which he referred differed 
from others, in the early development of typhoid symptoms. 

Dr. Schilling did not want to be understood that he treated every 
case in tiie manner described by him ; many cases get well with but little 
treatment. 

Dr. Hohomb stated that recently in Berkshire County, Massachu- 
setts, an epidemic has prevailed similar to the one described by Dr. Bar- 
ker. A physician who treated a large number of cases, stated that he 
had the most success from cold-water injections. Stimulants were neces- 
sary. There are different forms of the disease, and the judgment of the 
practitioner is called into exercise in their treatment 

Dr. F. Cock thought that sufficient discrimination had not been shown 
in remarks made upon the treatment of dysentery. It appears under 
various forms, sometimes under high excitement, which has not been 
noticed this evening. He has seen dysentery of an inflammatory form, 
where depletion was necessary, and if opium or purgatives had been re- 
lied on, the patient would have died. 
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Dr. Detmold moved that the subject be postponed until the meeting 
in December. — Carried. 

Dr. Beadle offered the following resolutions : 

Whereas, in the dispensation of a mysterious Providence, this Acad- 
emy has recently sustained the loss of one of its most distinguished Fel- 
lows, John A. Swett, M. D., cut off in the meridian of life, and in the full 
lide of professional success, therefore, 

Ruolved^ That the Academy deplores the loss of a Fellow so eminent 
for his professional attainments, especially in the department to which 
his attention had been more particularly directed, and who, by his con- 
tributions to medical literature, had done much to elevate the character 
of our art ; while his frankness of manner, his love of truth, and his re- 
gard for the rights of his brethren secured to him the esteem and respect 
of his associates. 

Reeolved^ That in view of his high scientific acquirements, and the 
elevation and purity of his character, we feel that the profession and 
this communis have sustained a loss not soon to be repaired. 

Retolved, That the secretary be instructed to convey to his afflicted 
finnily the sincere condolence of the Academy on this mournful occasion, 
and that these resolutions be entered on the minutes. — Carried, 

Dr. Carson asked permission to present a communication to the Aca- 
demy, viz. : 

New York, Oct. 4tk, 1854. 

The undersigned members of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
in the wish to increase its benevolent usefulness, by directing, if possible, 
some of the best talent of the profession to the more careful study of the 
most destructive of the many diseases which render our large American 
cities so fatal to infant life, respectfully tender the sums annexed to our 
names to the Academy, to enable it to offer, through such committee as it 
may appoint, a prize of one hundred dollars for the best practical essay 
from Fellows or others, which may be presented during the ensuing year, 
on cholera infantum, — Uwenty signatures^ 

Dr. Corson offered the following resolution, viz. : 

Resolved^ That this Academy accepts with pleasure, the proposition 
to offer said prize, on the simple conditions, that the writer shall be a 
r^^ar physician ; and in case of a failure at first, the time may be ex- 
tended, till an essay worthy of the important subject be obtained ; and 
further, that a committee of five, including our worthy president, Dr. J. 
M. Smith, and four others nominated by him at the next meeting of the 
Academy, be appointed to take charge of said prize, with power to fill 
vacancies in their number. — Carried, 

Dr. Buck exhibited to the Academy a pathological specimen of a 
schirrus tumor of the pharynx, encroaching on the larynx, and sloughing. 
He made some remarks on the subject. 
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H— NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Minutes. By Charles M. Allin, M. D. Secretary. 

June 3(f, 1854— -The President, Dr. A. C. Post, in the chair. 

Dr. Markoe reported a case of dislocation of the head of the femur 
into the thyroid foramen, which he had reduced without pulleys. The 
accident has occurred 15 days before. The patient being fully etherized, 
attempt was made to reduce it by fiexing the limb somewhat, and then 
rotating the heel inward and upward.. This failing, the method previ- 
ously adopted by Dr. Buck, of rotating the foot outward was tried ; but 
by this manoeuver the head of the bone was thrown into the ischiatio 
notch. After returning the bone to its former position, the first manoeu- 
ver was again made, with the modification of strongly adducting the 
limb and carrying it across the other limb. The bone then slipped 
easily into the acetabulum. 

Dr. Van Buren relate the case of a boy, 12 years old, who had 
sustained & peculiar fracture of both bones of the forearm. The bones 
were not wholly fractured, but were bent at about their middle, so as 
to present nearly a right angle. The bones were evidently splintered, 
and the reduction of them to the straight position was accomplished 
with considerable difficulty. 

Dr. Post exhibited two sets of specimens of cancer of bone. One of 
these specimens was a portion of the upper extremity of the femur, 
taken from a woman 60 years of age. One of the manmiary glands had 
been removed for cancer, three or four years before her death. She re- 
covered pretty good health after the operation. She was then supposed 
to have rheumatism about the hip, and one day, while walking with 
crutches, fell, and fractured the femur at the upper end. She lived 
several months after this injury, but upon removing the upper portion of 
the femur after death, it was found very soft and flexible, like tough 
cheese, the place of the bony matter being occupied by cancerous de- 
posit One portion of the specimen was preserved wet, the other half 
was dried. 

The other specimens were taken from a woman 60 years of age, of 
full flesh and apparently good constitution, who, for about a year, had 
suffered from dispnoea and cough, but presented no physical signs of 
disease about the chest, and no emaciation. Dr. Swett, who examined 
the chest, thought there might possibly be a thoracic aneurism. Upon 
her head, there were two or three tumors, which Dr. Post thought were 
cirsoid aneurisms. On examination after death, there was a feeling at 
these points as though there was a mere shell of bone, and a knife could 
be passed through them into the cavity of the skull. In the chest, there 
were small tumors upon that part of the pleura next to the lung. The 
bifurcation of the trachea and the bronchial glands, were surrounded by 
depositions of cancerous matter. Upon three of tlie ribs, on each side, 
were similar deposits, so that they were much enlarged and were flex- 
ible, the bony substance being entirely absent at these points. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1854w] Proceedings of Sooietiea. 67 

Dr. Cock stated that he had recently seen a case of vesico-vaginal 
fistula situated just at the neck of the bladder. Anterior to this open- 
ing, was a narrowing, so that the urine was partially forced back through 
the fistula. By passing a catheter, the urine flowed easily, and Dr. G. 
thought, if the urethra was kept dilated, the opening would heal. 

Dr. Van Buren had met with a case of very small opening between 
the vagina and bladder^ which, after being frequently cauterized with hot 
needles, was said (by the patient), to be cured. She, however, returned 
to the Hospital and again was cured, at least so completely that no urine 
could be forced through the fistula. He could conceive, that possibly a 
valvular arrangement might take place by which the urine would be 
prevented from passing out 

Stated Meeting. September 2(f, 1854. Dr. A. C. Post in the Chair. 

Dr. Du BoU reported a case of disease of the ege, presenting unusual 
characteristics. 

In July, 1846, a man, aged about fifty years, presented himself to the 
doctor, having, ten weeks previously, been exposed to a hail-storm. He 
felt no inconvenience from it, and went to bed as well as usual. The 
next morning he discovered that the vision of the left eye was very much 
impaired. Some of his family examined the eye, but could detect 
nothing unusual in its appearance. Vision gradually became worse, 
and in three weeks he was blind. There had been no pain, redness, or 
mieasiness about the eye. When seen by Dr. Du Bois, he had a well- 
formed cataract in the left eye. 

Nothing more was seen of this patient by Dr. Du Bois until the 16th 
<^ last August (1854), when he again presented himself, and stated 
that, ten days before, ne retired to hed with the sight of the riffht eye as 
good as usual. On waking, the following morning, he found nis vision 
was greatly impaired, so that he could only read very large print. Cata- 
ract was evidently rapidly forming now in this right eye. 

Dr. Post referred to two similar cases, reported by Mackenzie. One 
was of an Irishman who, on the morning after his marriage, immediately 
after defecating, was suddenly blinded, and was found, on examination, 
to have complete cataracts in both his eyes. The other case was of a 
woman who was watching with a sick person, and suddenly became 
blind in the night. 

He had recently seen another case, showing a great contrast with 
these latter — the cataract having occupied about a year in its formation, 
and growing very slowly. 

Dr. Post also stated that, during the summer, he had treated two 
cases of tumor of the eyelid. One was a prominent red swelling, having 
existed since in&ncy. It was attended with hypertrophy of the con- 
junctiva, and conjunctival cellular tissue. It was partially removed by 
the knife,* and caustic was applied to the remaining portion. Some 
improvement resulted. The <^er case was from the country. Nitric 
acid was applied, with some benefit ; but Dr. Post intends to divide the 
lid, so as to expose the whole exMt of the tumor, and remove it 
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Dr. Post then exhibited a specimen of tumor, removed, the same daj, 
from over the knee of a woman. It was globular in fonn, two inches m 
diameter, and situated directly over the patella. It had existed for three 
years anteriorly, and at its most promment point it was reddened, and 
at one point ulceration had taken place. After its removal, it was 
found to be a thick cyst, containing a material resembling softened 
tubercular matter. He thought it might be a case of original house- 
maid's knee, de^nerated. 

Dr. Markoeksid seen a case in which there were tumors upon both 
knees, and in the same position as in Dr. Post's case. They became 
inflamed and sloughed, and there appeared a core, resembling somewhat 
the material at the center of the tumor just presented. They diminished 
very slowly, but were gradually dischar^wi, and the patient is now 
attending to her usual occupation. 

Dr. itick remarked, that he had previously called the attention of 
the society to the treatment of badly united fractures, by re-fracturing 
the bones. His best success had been in fractures of the thigh. He 
had recently another case, in which he had adopted this plan : — 

The patient was admitted to the Hospital five weeks after an injury 
which caused a fracture, at the same time, of the jaw in two places, 
fracture of the left os brachii, and of the left femur. His constitution, 
at the time of his admission, was much impaired from want of nourish- 
ment, and, consequently, a tonic re((imen was commenced, and he 
improved very markedly. A lar^e abscess formed in the immediate 
vicinity of the fracture of the .thigh, so that extension could not be 
effected. Union had taken place at the end of sixteen weeks, with shor- 
tening of four inches. The man being now in good condition, Jarvis^ 
Adjuster was applied, the bone was refrttctured, and the shortening 
reduced to less than an inch. The usual extension apparatus was then 
applied, as in an ordinary case of fracture. 

Dr Buck reported also an extraordinary case of injury in a lad, 17 
or 18 years of age, who, a few weeks ago, while jumping over a chum, 
and attempting to do so with one hand resting on tne chum, acciden- 
tally fell upon the handle. This handle entered the rectum, and passed 
into the bladder, without seriously injuring the anus. He was treated 
with the catheter, though some water passed through the rectum. 
When the bowels were first opened, after the injury, some of the feces 
passed through the urethra. He ultimately recovered. 



Cnrnmunrnitra. 



To the Editors of the New York Medical Times. 

Gbntlemen — ^In speaking of Dr. Brainard's suggestion in ununited 
fractures, in my remarks published in your September No., I find I have 
done injustice to Dr. Detmold. 
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Dr. Brainard's suggestion contained such important modifications of 
the original idea, that I confess, Dr. Detmold's operation did not recur to 
my mind at the time. I must frankly acknowledge, however, that in the 
main and essential idea of inducing union, by wounding the opposed sur- 
fiices of bone. Dr. Detmold has the priority both of suggestion and 
execution. 

Yours, very truly, 

T. M. MAEKOE, M. D. 
New York, Oct. 24:th, 1854. 



New York Society for the relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical 
Men. The Anniversary Dinner will take place at the Astor House, on 
Wednesday, November 16th, at 7 P. M. 

Edward L. Bbadlr, John G. Adams, 

Samuel T. Hubbard, Ibaao K Taylor, 

George F. Woodward, Charles D. Smith. 

Samuel 0. Foster. 



The Annual Oration before the New York Academy of Medicine^ 
will be delivered at the lecture room of the Mercantile LUyrary Associa- 
tion^ Astor Place, on Thursday^ November 2d, at 7, P. M. Orator, 
J. 'EL Griscom, M. D. 



(KtWaL 



Academy of Medicine. By reference to tiie proceedings of this body at 
its last meeting, it will be seen that a prize of One Hundred Dollars has, 
through the liberality of a few Fellows, been offered by the Academy, for the 
best essay upon the Nature and Treatment cf Cholera Infantum, to be pre- 
sented daring the year. This is not to be restricted to the Fellows, but is open 
to the whole profession thronghont the country. A committee of five, to be 
appointed by the president, is to decide the question, and award the prize* 
We cannot refrain' from congratulating the friends of the Academy upon this 
new feature in their proceedings, and would express the hope that it may not 
be a solitary instance in Its history, but that the good example thus set forth, 
may be speedily followed by others. The prizes offered by the American 
Medieal Aasociation, as well as those of the Boylston Medical Committee of 
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Harvard University, have called forth the beat talent of the country in compe 
tition, to the great advancement of our national medical literature. In this 
way also, much talent hitherto latent, may be brought out and fostered. We 
sincerely rejoice in this event, and believe it will constitute an important epoch 
in the history of our Academy, and that it will, we doubt not, be so regarded 
by those who come after us. ^ 

The Report of the ** Comtnitlee on dividing the Academy into Sections^^ 
presented at the last meeting, merits attention. It is proposed that one or 
other of these sections shall comprise every Fellow of the Academy, and that 
they shall take the place of the scientific committees. Of these latter, there 
are seven, containing not more than fifty Fellows, and consequently, not more 
than one quarter of the Fellows of the Academy. In arranging these commit- 
tees at each annual election, much difficulty is experienced, and many are 
offended, because ttey have either been left of^ or have never been appointed. 
The plan of sections seems to obviate all these difficulties ; and it is proposed, 
that every Fellow shall have a place assigned him in one or other section, 
according to his preferences, or qualifications. The number of sections will 
not exceed those of the scientific committees, which are as follows: 1. Bota- 
ny, Physiology, and Pathology. 2. Surgery and Surgical Pathology. 3. 
Theory and Practice, and Medical Pathology. 4. Materia Medica and Botany. 
5. Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 6. Chemistry and 
Pharmacy. 7. Public Health and I«egal Medicine. These may be farther 
divided into sub-sections, for the sake of convenience. In the Imperial Aca- 
demy at Paris, there are eleven sections. Medical and Surgical Pathology, Med- 
ical Physics, and Veterinary Medicine, each constituting one section (being four 
more than proposed by the committee of our Academy), and each member, 
when elected, is chosen to fill a vacancy in one or other section. 

If the Academy should see fit to carry out the suggestions of the com- 
mittee, we cannot doubt of a favorable result Every Fellow would then 
have his post assigned him, his field of labor. Under any circumstances, it 
can hardly fail to be an improvement upon the old plan of scientific committees, 
some of which, we understand, have never been even called together for organ- 
ization. 

We are not of the number of those who despair of the Academy; on the 
contrary, we regard it as the great and only hope of the profession in this city. 
If the Fellows will only do their duty, if they will but set apart one evening in 
each month, for attendance at its meetings, giving the result of thdr experience, 
putting on record for publication, their most interesting cases properly se- 
lected, and come prepared to take part in the discussions, for the purpose of 
imparting and receiving instruction, then, and only then, we may hope, not 
only to elevate our Academy, but in so doing, to elevate ourselves. 
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Auscultation and Percussion. By Dr. Joseph Skoda. Translated ifrom 
the fourth edition. By W. O. Markham, M. D., Assistant Physician 
to St Mary's Hospital. 

Skoda has been for many years clinical professor at the General 
Hospital of Vienna, an institution containing 2,500 beds. Selecting 
such cases from the entries into the Hospital as he deems most proper for 
his pur|)ose, Skoda, in the presence of ^e students, examines them, and 
gives his diagnosis. The examination, with the diagnosis, is noted down, 
and a record kept of the future progress of the case. Should it prove 
&ta], the postmort^n examination is made under the direction of Roki- 
tansky, and the appearances noted. These two independent records are 
then read in the presence of the class, and their agreement or discrep- 
ancies commented on ; and, under such a system, Skoda has acquired 
the reputation of one of the most eminent diagnosticians of Europe. 
Coming from such a source, his work is not to be classed with the 
nmnerous manuals upon the same subject which have been issued for 
the use of students ; it is the fruit of careful study, and of long-continued 
and accurate observation ; while its statements derive weight from the 
character and experience of its author. 

It is well known that, in accounting for many of the phenomena of 
auscultation, Skoda dissents from the nypotheses proposed by Lsennec, 
and adopted by the majority of his followers in France and England. 
Whether the views by which he proposes to replace them are to be fully 
received or not, we have not space to discuss ; but, in the present state 
of our knowledge, it becomes every one who takes an interest in scientific 
medicine, to make himself acquainted with them. The gradual manner 
in which they have forced themselves upon the attention of the English 
physicians, says much for their general soundness. They have now been 
a long time before the public. At first wholly ignored or passed over 
with superficial criticism, they have won their way against neglect and 
want of appreciation, until they at length command attention ; and no 
one can be deemed to have mastered the subject of auscultation, until he 
has given the views of Skoda a thorough and attentive examination. 

& one respect, the book is particularly valuable to the inexperienced 
auscultator. Constantly associating the physical signs with the physical 
conditions on which they depend, rather than with the disease in which 
they may be most frequently present, he does not lead them to be looked 
upon as pathognomonic ; indeed, he repeatedly directs the attention of 
the observer to this point^ and warns him of the necessity of well weigh- 
ing every indication of disease. 

The translation of Dr. Markham is in good and readable English, free 
from obscurity or affectation. As a specimen, we give the following 
extract: — 
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** Solitary Tubercles. Percusmn signs, — Solitary tubercles do 
not of themBelves produce the slightest change in the percussion sound 
of the lungs, even though they be scattered throughout these organs, and 
in very considerable quantity. Any change observed in the percusdcm 
sound, depends upon some altered condition of the interstitial tissue, 
occurring in the lung thus affected ; the sound is tympanitic when the 
lung has lost its contractility ; but the infiltration of blood, serum, etc. 
into the tissue, whereby the air is expelled from tbe lung, renders the 
sound dull and empty ; so long as the interstitial tissue remains normal, 
the sound continues normal ; but it is less sonorous, if the tissue be more 
dense and hypertrophied than natural. The statement made by Stokes, 
* that solitary tubercles, when very abundant, produce a somewhat dull 
percussion sound,* is incorrect ; this may be shown on the dead body. 

^^Auscultatory Signs, — ^The inspiratory murmur may be distinctly 
and even loudly vesicular, or it may be indistinct, or altogether inaudi- 
ble, though unaccompanied by riiles, or whistling, or sonorous sounds. 
R&les of every kind, as well as whistling and sonorous, &c. sounds, non- 
consonating, may be mixed with the vesicular or indeterminate inspi- 
ratory murmur, or rides or whistling sounds may alone be heard. The 
expiratory murmur may be altogether inaudible, or as loud and strong as 
that of inspiration, and, like this, be associated with rUes, and whistling, 
and sonorous sounds. 

" Swelling of, and secretion from, the bronchial mucous membrane, 
soon make their appearance, when any considerable deposition of tubercle 
has taken place in a lung ; they may appear in the course of a few 
days when the tubercles are rapidly developed, but when they are of 
slower growth, a longer period may elapse oefore they manifest their 
presence. In such cases, the inspiratory murmur is either vesicular or 
indeterminate, and the expiratory almost inaudible ; in other words, the 
respiration may be normal. 

^* As the deposit of the tubercular matter increases, and in many cases 
even at its first deposition, swelling of the bronchial mucous membrane, 
accompanied or not by secretion, takes place ; and then the same auscul- 
tatory signs appear, as those described under the head of catarrh. The 
slow development of tubercles almost invariably takes place in the upper 
part of the lungs, and hence, in such cases, we very fre<juently find the 
auscultatory signs of catarrh permanent there, the respiratory murmur 
bein^ elsewhere healthy. Rapidly developed tubercles, however, do not 
manifest themselves in the first instance at the apices of the lungs, but 
are frequently scattered equally throughout the whole of a lung, or of 
one lobe. I may here remark, that there are no distinct signs bv which 
we can with certainty diagnose the existence of acute miliary tubercles ; 
we can only surmise their presence with a greater or less degree of pro- 
bability. Of this fact, Lsennec was well aware. Dr. Stokes offers the 
following remarks upon the diagnosis of acute miliary tubercles : ' If in 
a case which exhibits the signs and symptoms of severe bronchitis, or in 
which we observe a crepitating riile, continuing without intermission, we 
find incomplete dullness over a considerable extent of the sur&ce of the 
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thorax, unaccompanied by bronchial respiration ; and if the stethoscope 
shows that the lung is almost everywhere permeable to air, and obstructed 
only at certain places, or, if the crepitation be too feeble to account for 
the dull percussion sound, we may diagnose the acute inflammatory 
development of tubercle.' 

^ According to my experience, most cases of acute tuberculosis are 
unaccompanied by any of these signs, and every one of them may be 
present, without the disease being tubercular." pp. 282-4. McC. 

Manual of Human Microscopical Anatomy. By A. Eolliker, Professor 
of Anatomy and Physiology in Wiirzburg. Translated by Georob 
Busk, F. R. S., and Thomas Huxley, F. R. S. Edited, with notes 
and additions, by J. Da Costa, M. D. Illustrated by three hun- 
dred and thirteen engravings on wood. Philadelphia : lippincott, 
Grambo, and Co. 1854. pp. 802. 

The connection between microscopical anatomy and practical medi- 
dne is every day becoming more and more recognized, and the import- 
ance of cultivating it, proportionally felt ; proof of which is furnished by 
the many and valuable works which the press is constantly affording, m 
the one before us, we have a systematic treatise by an author whose 
name, as stated by its American editor, is a sufficient guarantee of its ex- 
cellence. It was published in the latter part of 1852, and designed by 
its author as a text-book for students and practitioners of medicine ; and 
if any indorsement of its character is needed, it is furnished by the repu- 
tation of its translators, and the fact of its adoption for publication by 
the Sydenham Society. The work presents, as the author says, a com- 
bined view of the relations of the elementary parts of the body and of the 
more intricate structure of the organs, and gives the results of labors re- 
corded more At length in other works. The translators have added many 
original observations of their own, in the shape of notes, and appendix, and 
also some extracts from Professor Eolliker's larger work on microscopical 
anatomy. The American editor. Dr. Da Costa, has also incorporated in 
it, the more recent contributions to histology, besides making further 
extracts from Dr. K.*s former works. It may, therefore, now be re^rded, 
as he says, as a fair exponent of the actual state of the science. He has 
also supplied an index, which was wanting in both the German and En- 
glish editions, and been able to correct many errors with regard to the 
measurements. The wood-cuts are the same which were used in the origi- 
nal German edition, and are very distinct ; and the whole mechanical ex- 
ecution of the work is highly creditable to its enterprising publishers. 

Memoirs of the Imperial Academy of Medicine, Paris, 1854. J. B. 
Baillierb. pp. 783. 

The Imperial Academy of Medicine yi2a specially instituted by roya^ 
decree of 20th December, 1820, to advise the government on all matters 
relating to public health; and, especially upon epidemic or epizootic 
diseases, and questions of medical jurisprudence ; also for the examina- 
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tion of new remedial agents, or secret remedies, mineral waters ; and for 
the encouragement of vaccination. In continuation of the memoirs of the 
National Medical Society, and of the Academy of Surgery, both now 
extinct, it publishes, annually, a quarto volume of its memoirs, and every 
fortnight, a bulletin of its proceedings, containing an exact transcript of 
the minutes. The volume for 1854, contains 783 pages, quarto, of which 
184 pages are devoted to the historical portion^ comprising the Eulogy 
upon Orfila, by Dubois d' Amiens, perpetual secretary, 32 pages ; Report 
upon the Prizes for 1851, 62 and 53, by M. Gibert, annual secretary, 21 
pages ; "Ze« Savants OubUiSy^ by M. Cap, 11 pages ; and the Report upon 
the Epidemics of France in 1852, by Gaultier de Claubry, 120 pages. 
The Memoirs, properly so called, occupy the remainder of &ie work, 580 
pages, and consist 1, of an article " On the Etiology of Epilepsy and the in- 
aications which the study of the causes furnishes for its treatment^'* by 
M. Moreau, (de Tours). 2. " On the use of Ergot, Secale Comutum, in its 
relations to physiology, obstetrics, and public hygiene,^^ by Aug. Millet 
8. " Report on the Medical Service at the Thernud Watering Places, for 
1851-2," by M. Patissier. 4. " A case of Black Discoloration of the Face 
in a young female^^ (a unique case), by M. Boisquet, d'Herault, and, 6, 
" On the Treatment and Education of Idiots in general, and particularly 
those in the Bicetre^^ by M. Collineare. 

We regret that our space does not permit us to analyze the contents, 
of this most interesting volume. The last paper would more particu- 
larly deserve notice at this time, when, in our own State, the legislature 
has made most liberal appropriation for the improved moral and physical 
treatment of this most unfortunate class of our fellow beings. We add one 
of the conclusions of the paper, viz., *Hhat the results already attained 

Srove the efficacious methoa adopted at Bicetre, and that it is most 
esirable that particular establishments for the education of young idiots 
be formed, entirely separate from those destined for the insane." The 
Memoirs are sent to all scientific associations in correspondence with 
the Academy, our own Academy having recently been added to the 
list. 

** Observations on some of the Remedial Properties of Sim^ba Cedron^ 
and its employment in Intermittent Fevers, By S. S. Purple, M, D. 
Editor of the New York Journal of Medicine, pp. 16. 
Dr. Purple has rendered an important service to the profession in 
calling their attention to this plant as a substitute for quinine. It is to be 
regretted, however, that at present, its high price, which will, no doubt, 
be diminished as liie supply increases, prevents its coming into general 
use. It is procured from Central America, where it has long had a 
reputation for the cure of wounds by poison snakes. Dr. Purple recom- 
mends its use in intermittent fever, and cites five cases as cured by it 
in his own practice. It has also been used ¥rith advantage in chronic 
dysentery, diarrhcea, and dyspepsia. 
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Arsenic Eaters^ by Dr. J. J. Tsohudi, {Joum, de Ohimie Medieale). 
Translated for the Medical Times, by Benjamin Canayan. 

In the report of a remarkable trial of one Anne Alexander, for poison- 
ing, which took place before a jury at Cilli, it was stated, that three of the 
witnesses were interrogated as to whether the deceased, Lieut. M. Wurzel, 
was a " poison eater " or not The aflSrmative was not proven, and the 
only testimony (of little ^frei^ht) which could have rendered the suppo- 
wtion probable, was that of First Lieut. M. J., who declared that in 1828, 
he found in Uie drawer of Wurzel, a small box containing little sub- 
stances of the size of a grain of maize, which could not have been aught 
but white arsenic. The testimony of the other vntnesses was based 
merely on hearsay. 

Poison eating, beinff for the medical public a phenomenon more or 
less unknown, I have thought of publishing some racts and obseiivations 
on this matter. In some countries of Lower Austria and Styria, partic- 
nlarly in the mountains which separate it from Hungary, there is met 
with amongst the peasants the remarkable habit of " arsenic-eating." 
They purchase it under the name of hedri {hedrichy huttegruuch), from 
herb peddlers, Ac, and they in their turn, obtain it from the workers in 
Hungarian glass, veterinarians, quacks, &c. 

The arsenic-eaters have a double object ; firstly, to give themselves 
9k fresh and healthy air, and also a certain degree of plumpness. They 
are con8equently(I) very frequently young peasants who have recourse 
to this expedient through coquetry and a desire to please ; and it is 
really surprising with what success they attain their wisn ; for the young 
poison-eaters are eminently distinguished by their freshness of color, and 
an appearance of buxom health. I will cite only a single case among 
many within my knowledge. A milk-maid, good-looking, but thin and 

pale, living on a farm in the village of H , having a lover whom she 

wished to attract more strongly by her charms, had recourse to the 
afore-mentioned means, and took arsenic many times a week The de- 
sired r^ult was not slow to appear, and after a few months she became 
plump, buxom, blythe, a belle of the first water. In consequence of aug- 
menting imprudently the dose of arsenic, she fell a victim to her coquetry. 
She died poisoned, and her end was deplorable. The number of deaths 
by the abuse of arsenic is not insignificant, particularly amongst the 
young. Every ecclesiastic in those countries can enumerate many vic- 
tims ; and the results of my inquiries amongst pastors are very curious. 
Through fear of the law, which renders illegal the possession of arsenic, 
or that the " small, still voice " reproaches them for their crime, the poi- 
son-eaters conceal as much as possible the use of this dangerous remedy. 
Usually, it is only a death-bed confession which raises the veil of secrecy. 
The second advantage which poison-eaters have in view is, to become 
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brisk (^' Yolatil ^\ that is to say, to facilitate respiration while making an 
ascent At each long excursion on the mountains, they take a fittle 
morsel of arsenic, which they allow to dissolve gradually in the month. 
The effect is surprising ; they ascend eoMy heights which they could not 
surmount except with the greatest difficulty, without this practice. I 
will add here that, based on this &ct, / have administered Fowler^s So- 
luHan in asthma with signal success. 

The quantity of arsenic with which the arsenic-eaters commence, 
according to the acknowled^ent of many of them, is rather less than 
half a grain. They stop at this dose, whicn they swallow many times a 
week in the morning at breakfast, for some time, ^ to habituate them- 
selves ;'' then they increase the dose insensibly and cautiously, and ac- 
cording as the usual dose loses its effect The peasant R., of the commune 
Ag— — , a sexagenarian, enjoying very good health, took actually each 
time a piece equal to nearly four grains. For forty years he maintained 
this haoit, inherited from his £Etther, and be<|ueathed to his son. 

It is worth noting, that no trace of arsemcal cachexy is visible in this 
individual any more than other arsenic eaters ; the symptoms of chronic 
arsenical poisoning never appearing in those who know how to apportion 
the do^ to their constitution and idiosyncracy (tolerance). It must, 
however, be remarked, that the suspension of the use of arsenic, whether 
through want of the poison, or for any other reason, is always followed 
by morbid phenomena which resemble those of arsenical poisoning 
(intoxication) in a milder degree ; for instance, there is observed great 
uneasiness, with indifference to surrounding objects, solicitude for their 
persons, indigestion, anorexy, sensation of fullness of stomach, glairy 
vomitings, with pyrosis, spasmodic constriction of the pharynx, gnping, 
constipation, and above all dyspncea, Ag^nst these phenomena, there 
is no remedy save the immediate return to arsenic. From information 
the most accurate, received from the inhabitants of this country, poison- 
eating never degenerates into a passion, as opium-eating in the East, the 
use of betel in uidia and Polvnesia, and of coca in Peru, but becomes 
raUier a necessity for those who are addicted to it This abuse of arsenic 
is in other countries simulated by that of corrosive sublimate. I recol- 
lect a case known and authenticated by the English ambassador in Tur- 
key, that of an opium-eater of Broussa, who swaDowed daily with his 
opium, the enormous quantity oi forty grains of corrosive sublimate. • In 
the mountains of Peru, I have often met similar individuals ; and in Bo- 
livia, the use of corrosive sublimate is so extensive, that the article is 
openly sold in the provision market 

It is useless to mention the common use of arsenic, even in Vienna, par- 
ticularly by the grooms and coachmen of the great They mix a good por- 
tion with meal, a piece of which, the size of a pea, they wrap up in a piece 
of linen, and fasten it to the bridle when harnessing. The glossy, round, 
and elegant appearance, equal to that of the most choice horses, and 
above fdl, the white foam at the mouth, arise generally from arsenic, 
which has the effect of increasing salivation. The charioteers in moun- 
tainous districts, put often a dose of arsenic in the forage which they 
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give their horses previotis to a laborious ascent The jockeys often supply 
themselves with little leaden pellets, for the short winded horses which 
they take to market They cause them to swallow from a quarter to 
half a pound. These pellets are made with one part of arsenic to one hun- 
dred of lead, and it appears the effect of them, which lasts some days, is 
due to the arsenic which they contain. The quantity of arsenic which is 
found on those gentlemen of the stable, is sometimes considerable. A 

brewer, R A , sent to an apothecary of his neighborhood, 

Mr. B. Sch ^ a piece of arsenic, three quarters of a pound weight, 

which he found in his servant's trunk. The past winter, a peasant poi- 
soned himself in my vicinage, with a piece of arsenic the size of a pear, 
which he pulverized and swallowed with water ; he died in half an hour. 
This practice is continued for years without accident ; but when the horse 

C)8 to an owner who does not use arsenic, he sickens, loses spirit, 
mes lean, and despite the most abundant food, never regains his 
good appearance. 

These sketches of "poison eaters" will show how useful it is to phy- 
sicians and jurists to be aware of this wide-spread abuse in s6me of the 
countries of Austria. The iudicial investigation, of which mention is 
made at the beginning of this letter, has not established the fact, that 
M. Wurzel, was an "arsenic eater;'* but the supposition is allowable. K 
the autopsy and chemical examinations had not been conducted with 
tmpardonable negligence ; if the accused (endowed with a quick genius), 
had been embarrassed by cross questions, and been led into coutradic- 
tions and iuaccurate declarations, it is probable that the verdict of the 
jury would have been less £Avorable for the woman, Alexander, despite 
her innocence. 

[Another letter containing further statements to the same effect, from 
the same hand, is connected with this, and followed by this, — 

^oU du Redacteur, It is desirable that men of science, residing in 
the localities where are said to be found the " arsenic eaters^ should con- 
firm or deny the statements of M. Tschudi.] 

Aneurism of the Ophthalmic Artery : Ligature of the Carotid, — 
The subject of &e above rare disease was received into the London Hos- 
pital, by Mr. Curling, for concussion of the brain and fracture of the cla- 
vicle, produced by a fall on the shoulder and side of the head. Five 
weeks after admission the eye began to swell, protrude and pulsate, the 
sight becoming at the same time weak. The stethoscope applied to the 
temple gave proofs of a distinct bruit ; and ophthalmic aneurism having 
been diagnosed, Mr. C. tied the carotid artery, June 2d, 1854. Imme- 
diately aner the operation, the sight of the eye was suddenly lost ; but it 
has since gradually returned, and the patient is doing well. — Lancety 
July 17, 1854. 

In the Medical Times of last June, a similar interesting case is 
related by Professor Van Buren ; the ligature of the carotid in this case 
was not followed by the same happy result as in that of Mr. Curling ; 
sufficient time, however, has hardly yet elapsed since the operation of 
Mr. G. for the final issue to be known. 
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Marshall Hall in England, — On the return of this distinguished 
physiologist to his native town, Nottingham, after an interval of more 
than a quarter of a century, he was warmly greeted by his professional 
brethren, and invited by the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Nottingham, 
to a soir^ at their rooms. 

A brief congratulatory address by the President introduced Dr. H. 
to the meeting, who, after a reply, couched in expressive and feeling 
language, proceeded to make some observations on the physiology and 
pathology of the spinal system, with a description of a new method of 
opening the trachea in epilepsy. This consists in the use of scissors in- 
stead of scalpel : each blade is filed a little distance from the point, so 
as to leave a notch. With these the integuments are first to be divided, 
and the trachea pierced ; the blades are then to be gently but firmly 
opened ; into the orifice thus made, a cage of wire {i, e, a long piece of 
wire several times bent upon itself), is to be inserted, and the operation is 
complete — complete with scarcely the loss of a drop of blood or of a 
minute of time. The cage admits of compression for introduction and 
for removal to be cleaned. 

After a vote of thanks, the Doctor briefly alluded to his visit to this 
country, and to the highly flattering manner in which he was every- 
where received. Lancet 

' Lithotomy. — ^At a meeting of one of the branches of the Provincial 
Medical and Surgical Association, Mr. Elliott reported a case of Lithoto- 
my, in which he removed a very large stone, more than seven ounces in 
weight, under circumstances of unusual difficulty. The stone had been 
twenty-eight years in the process of formation ; it was of a very peculiar 
structure, and its nucleus was a clot of blood. 

Mr. Duke related a case in which, although there was every evidence 
of stone before the operation, yet at the time of the operation it was im- 
possible to discover it. On postmortem^ there was found a sort of mam- 
millary projection from the surface of the bladder, which, when that 
organ was full, stood erect, and allowed the stone to be felt with the 
sound ; but when the bladder was emptied, this projection collapsed, and 
entirely covered, as in a sac, four calculi, which were thus found per- 
fectly concealed. 

huptureqfan Anchylosed Knee-joint. A man, aged 29 years, who 
had had iDcomplete anchylosis of the knee for upwards of nine years, the 
result of an accident, placed himself under the care of a practitioner who, 
by violent efibrts, broke through the anchylosis. The leg, however, 
remained luxated backwards, the femur projecting anteriorly about four 
fingers' breadth. Four fistulous passages fcmned ; swelling of the joint, 
severe pain, and loss of power in the hmb, accompanied by hectic fever, 
supervened ; and the limb was finally amputated. Examination of the 
limb proved that the ligaments of the knee were destroyed, and the 
whole of the cartilages had been removed by ulceration. — Med. Times 
and Gazette. 

' Re-vaccination in the Prussian Army, for 1853. During 1853, 
44,652 men were revaccinated. Of this number 32,642 presented de- 
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cided vaccine scatb ; in 7,643 the scan were doubtful ; and in 4, 367 
there was an entire absence of scar. 

Re-yacdnation produced a regular vaccine vesicle in 28,329 persons ; 
an irregular one in 5,933 ; and fiuled entirely in 7,664. Hence re-vacci- 
nation succeeded in 69 cases out of 100. 

A table of those re-vaccinated in the Prussian army for the last twenty- 
one years shows that the number of cases in which re-vaccination suc- 
ceeds, has been gradually increasing from 33 in 100 in 1833, to 69 in . 
100 in 1853, with almost entire regularity. — Bullet. Oin, de Thir, J 



f nmtHtir ^nbllpitt. 



Crrv. — The chair of the InsUtates and Practiee of Medicine at the Uni- 
versity Medical College, so receutlv vacated by the decease of the lamented 
Professor Swett, has been filled by the appointment of John T. Metcalfe, 
M. D., of this city. As is well known, Dr. M. has discharged the duties of 
assistaot professor in the Institution for the last three years past, so that he 
may be said to have been in training for his present position. We are sure 
that we speak the sentiments of the profession when we say, that the appoint- 
ment is most appropriate, and one which cannot fail to redound to the honor 
and prosperity of the University. 

We are happy to announce the return of Prof. Bedford, in good health. 

Colleges. The winter term of the lecture season has conmienced ; and the 
colleges, with their cliniques, are in full blast The College of Physicians and 
Surgeons (Crosby street), was opened on Monday, Oct. 16th, by an address 
from Prof John Torrey ; the usua^Ml commencement was celebrated on the 
same occasion, when degrees were conferred, by President Stevens upon twelve 
candidates. The University Medical School, (Fourteenth street), commenced 
its course on the same evening. President Draper delivering the opening 
address ; the latter part of which consisted of a eulogy upon Professor Swett, 
whose example he beautifully set forth in illustration of ** what a physician 
onght to do, and to be.'' The New York Medical College thirteenth street), 
followed on the 18th, Prof. E. H. Parker delivered the openug address. 

New York HospitdL Five candidates are in nomination for the vacant 
place of physician to this hospital, Drs. A. Clark, T. F. Cock, Metcalfe, McCrea^ 
dy, and Qnackenboss. The appointment will probably be made at the next 
monthly meeting of the governors, on the 7th inst The new bnildhig, on the 
site of the Marine Hospital, approaches its completion, when it will accommo- 
date 350 patients. It Li probable that it may not be occupied before February 
or March. 

BeUevue Hospital Dr. John A. Udell has been appointed Surgeon to this 
Institution, in place of Dr. Isaac Greene, deceased. The resignation of Dr. 
John O. Stone, who has so faithfully and acceptably served this hospital since 
the organization of the Medical Board in 1848, creates another vacancy, for 
which we understand that Dr. Stephen Smith, is the most prominent candi- 
date. There are over 700 patients at present in this establishment, so that it 
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is erowded from ** turret to foundation stone.** We learn that the Board of 
Governors will soon either add a third story to the main boilding, or pat up 
an additional wing, which it is proposed to restrict to the use of patients with 
phthisis, and lying-in women. In this connection, we may mention the appoint- 
ment of Dr. F. B. Franklin, at the Blackwell's Island Hospital, in place of Dr. 
I. E. Macdonald; and dso, of Dr. C. C. Jewett, at the Penitentiary Hospital 

Cholera, Several cases of sndden death in high circles, have recently 
occurred In this city, with symptoms of cholera ; these have appeared after 
the ose of oysters, which, from some peculiar condition, seems to have hwa 
the exciting cause. For tiie moment, there is an cytttr panic. 

We beg leave to call attention to the notice of the Annuid Address before 
the N. ^Academy of Medicine, on the ad Nov., at the Mercantile Library 
Association, Astor Place. 

MisciLUJisons. — ^Tn the July number of the THmes it was announced, that 
Professor Wm. Gibson had resigned the chair of Surgery in the University of 
Pennsylvania. This seems to have been an error, as the name of Prof. Gib- 
son Li stiil continued in the circulars of that venerable institution. 

Dr. D. Humphreys Storer has been appointed to the chair of BCidwifery and 
Medical Jurispradeoce in the Medical Department of Harvard University, as 
successor to Prof. Winter Channing. 

Pn]f. FlifU on ike Philosophy of Spirit Rapping, This most atrocious 
humbug has reoentiy been blown sky-high, by the investigations of the French 
[nstitute ; a case having been reported to that body, by M. Schiff, in which a 
female was able to create the rappings bv the snappm^^ at wUl^ of the tendon of 
the peroneui longuSf over the external maileolus. Professor Flint, of Louisville, 
Ky., being in Paris at the time, communicated to the Institute, through M. 
Rayer, the result of the researches made by Drs. Lee, Coventry, with himself 
upon the Fox e^ls at Buflklo, some years since, by which it was proved that 
the noise may be produced, either by the slipping of the tendon from its sheath 
behind the outer ankle, or, by producing, at will, a laterai displacement of the 
knee joint. It is necessary, in order to produce these sounds, /to the feet 
shotud rest upon the floor, or some firm support The paper by Prof. Flint was 
received with high pleasure by the Institute, as setting forth this imposture in 
its true light 

Preaching and Practice, Under the head of ** Married," may be found an 
illustration <« the unioa of preaching and prictice. 



fflrio. 



DoMBsna WeMy Mortality, Cnrr.-^For the week ending Sept 30, 612 :•— 
consumption, 76 ; apoplexy, 10 ; cholera, 47 : cholera infantum, 31 ; inflamma- 
tion of bowels, 9 ; aysentery, 30 ; diarrhosa, 36 ; croup, 9 ; typhus fever (includ- 
ing ** typhoid*^, 17. For the week ending Oct 7, 616 :— consumption, 46; 
cholera, 41; cholera infantum, 11 ; convulsions, 37 ; diarrhoea, 31 ; dysentery, 
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33; hydrocephalus, 19; albaminnria, 4 ; t}rphii8 and typhoid, 15; pneumonia, 
15; infantile marasmoa, 45. For the week ending (Jct 14, 482 :— consump- 
tion, 53; convulsions, 38; cholera, 25; cholera infantum, 19; diarrhoea, 30; 
dysentery, 21 ; pertussis, 11. For the week ending Oct. 21, 447 :— consump- 
tion, 48; cholera, 22; cholera infuitum, 10; convulsions, 36; diarrhoea, 28 ; 
dysentery, 21 ; marasmus infkntile, 35 ; typhus and typhoid, 14 ; scarlatina, 7; 
trachiti8,9. 

MeieoroUigiedl Observations for Ocfofter.— The mean temperature for the 
four weeks, ending Oct 21, 1854^ was 61^. Mean deto-point below air tempe- 
rature for the same time, 13^. 

Mean temperature for the same time last year, - - 59^ 
** dew-point below air temperature same time last year, 13^*^ 
•« temperature, same time, eight years, ... Ijgo 
l-^jf inches of rain fell upon a level. 

2A '^ ^ ** ** mean for last eight years. 

(As tne result of observation) the weather was more moist, and not as fine 
in general, as for the same time last year. The number of fine October days, 
as compared with last year was, as 3 to 4, and probably the returns of mortal- 
ity for the same period in both years, will show a similar difference. The 
usual comparative mortality for October, will be given in our next number. 

Foreign. Imperial Academy cf Medicine, — ^The discussion upon the treat- 
ment of deviations of the uterus^ bv the use of the ** redresseur^'* or Simpson's 
sound modified, has just terminated, having occupied the Academy during eight 
seasions. It has adopted the conclusions : Ist, that the use of the sound may 
produce serious^accidents, and even fatal results ; eleven cases of death from 
thb cause having been reported to the Academy, as occurring in France alone. 
2d, that this instrument does not permanently restore the uterus to its normal 
position, but that it may be used in case of the failure of other modes of 
treatment (By uterine deviations is intended, general displacement, inclina- 
tions, or inflexions). M. Vallelz, who has perhaps used the instrument more 
extensively, and with more success than any other practitioner in France, was 
ita principal advocate ; while MM. Velpeau, Malgaigne, P. Du Bois, and 
Robert, condemed its use, except as a last resource. It is long since anv sub- 
ject has occupied for so many sessions, the attention of this learned body. 

VL Barth, of the Hospital Beanjou, who is so well known to American 
students in Paris, has been recentiy elected member of the Academy, in the 
section of pathological anatomy. 

Baron Louis has lost his onlv child, a son, nineteen years of age, with 
phthisis pnlmonalis. M. Louis, in November last^ resigned his post as physician 
to tibe Hotel Dieu, in order that he n^ght devote all Ms time to the cure of his 
son. A son of M. Andral, also afiected with phthisis, accompanied them on 
their recent tour to the south of France. 

Cholera at Messina, — Sept 2d. This city has been afflicted in tiie most awful 
manner; 5,068 persons died from the 23d to 28th of Auc^st On the 29th there 
was A complete slaughter ; the general terror increased the number of victims. 
Of the 5,000 soldiers composing the garrison, 2,000 perished, and almost all 
the police. In a few days, 13,000 persons have diM. The sick were left 
without food, medical aid, or the soUce of clerical attendance in their dying 
momeiits. The physicians, as well as the druggists and priests, all shamefully 
took to flight Large numbers of galley prisoners, condenmed to chains for 
life, for capital crhnes, were pardoned, on condition of burying the dead. 
Such a spectacle has not been seen in any Italian city since the plagues of the 
*" Middle Ages.** 
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Among the names of gradnatas at TEcole de Medicine on 3d August, 
appears that of Dr. J. Hurt, of Brattleboro, Vt, after having defended his 
thesis '^Oa the diagnosis and symptomatology of Pulmonary Diseases." 

Cholera in Paris, — On the 31st August there were but few cases in the 
hospitals, but more in proportion in the barracks. Total mortality in Paris 
from cholera since Ist November, 1,230. For France, 68,000. 

Accordinfir to the ^ Population Retums^^ for 1861, in Great Britain, there 
were 2,358 physicians, and 15,163 surgeons. The highly objectionable practice 
of interments in the churches of London, and in the ourial grounds within the 
city, is now, through the efforts of Dr. Sutherland, entirely discontinued. 

Cholera in London, — ^Deaths from 2d to 9th September, 2,050, of whom 
1096 were females. 

M. Maissoneuve has been transferred from the Cochin Hospital to La Pitie. 
We shall expect soon to hear of some formidable operations in this quarter. 

MARRIUD. 

On the 13th inst. J. Foster Jenkins, M. D., to Elizabeth S. David. 

At ^f iddletown, Oct 5th, Wm. B. Casey, M. D., to Margaret De Koven. 

AtCarmel, N. Y., on 17th inst. Rev. Antoinette L. Brown, to J. H. Mer- 
ritt, M. D. 

At Utica, J. P. Gray, M. D., Superintendent of State Lunatic Asylum, to 
Mary B. Wetmore. 

OBITIJART NOTICES. 

Died, in Philadelphia, in Sept last. Dr. R. M. Patterson, President of the 
American Philosophical Society. 

In Savannah, of yellow fever. Dr. J. B. Saussy ; also Dr. P. W. Cullen, 
beinff the eighth of the physicians of Savannah who have fallen victims to the 
pestuence. 

Lost in the Arctic, on 27th September, Dr. Jas. B. Taylor, of Albany, Sur- 
geon of the steamer. Also, Dr. Carter P. Johnson, Professor of Anatomy in 
the Medical College of Virginia, and Dr. Henry Waring, of New York. 

At Geneva, N. Y., on the 12th inst, Dr. Wm. Kimber. 

At Hollis, N. H., on the 14th inst, Dr. Wm. Hale, aged 92. 

At Leipsic, recently. Dr. Claras, aged 80, for thirty-nine years Professor of 
Clinical Medicine at the University of Leipsic, and author of treatises on anat- 
omy, physiology, insanity, and legal medicine. 

Diend in 1850, by starvation, in Sir John Franklin's Arctic Expedition, Sur- 
geon A. McDonald, and Assistant Surgeon H. D. S. Goodside, of tiie British 
navy. 

The New Yokk Medical TiiiEa will be pnbliabed on the 1st of every month. Oommnnioa- 
tions may be addreeaed to the Editon* No. 43 Bleecker street. Terms, $i per annum, payable la 
advance. 

Terms ef AdverUsiig In the New Terk Medical Ttees. 

One Paoe, 95 00 I Each additional insertion, . . fS 00 

Each addlUonal insertion, . . 3 50 One-fourth of a Page, . . .150 
One half of a Page, . . 3 00 | Each additional insertion, . 100 

All Advertisements for less than three months most be prepaid. 
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Injuries cf the Head in Y(nmg Ohildrenf reqtiiring the Trephine, By 
Geo. T. Elliot, jub., M; D., one of the Physicians to Bellevtie 
Hospital 

Catharinb Armstroko, aged three yeans and six months, while on a 
yini to some relatives in Peekskill, fell from the second story window, 
striking her head on the stony ground beneath, but not injuring any 
other part of her body. This happened on the 25th of July last, and 
three weeks were allowed to elapse before her mother was informed of 
the accident ; during which period of time, I am unable to obtain accu- 
rate particulars of her condition. Her mother brouglit her to Dr. Van 
Buren for advice, by whom she was kindly transferred to my care. The 
child was losmg the use of her limbs ; and drowsy, though excited 
almost to fr'emy when thwarted. Nutrition impaired, appetite gone, 
bowels irregular, and pulse slower than natural, when the patient was 
cahn. The right parietal bone, near its posterior and superior angle, was 
the seat of several radiating fractures converging to a common center. 
The depression produced was cup-like, two inches in diameter, and the 
scalp uninjured. Pressure over the seat of fracture markedly increased 
the drowsiness. The operation of trephining was decided upon, and 
performed on the 1 6th of August^ with the kind assistance of Drs. Van 
Buren, Itokoe, F. Afarkoe Wright, and Thorn. 

The patient was brought under the influence of chloroform by Dr» 
Wright, and kept fully and most satisfactorily ansesthatized during the 
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whole time, greatly facilitating the operation, and, in my opinion, mate- 
rially improving the chances for recovery. A crucial incision was made, 
extending beyond the limits of the injury, and the flaps dissected from 
the bone. Finding the fractured pieces so interlaced that no one could 
be elevated without depressing the others, I applied the trephine on their 
outer margin, when they were readily removed with the elevator and 
duck-bill forceps. It was then seen that the sharp edge of one fragment 
had divided the dura mater for about half an inch, exposing the cerebral 
substance beneath, though neither that nor the dura mater showed any 
evidences of inflammation. But little blood was lost, though there was 
oozing of the sub-arachnoid fluid, which persisted for several days. The 
rim of bone having been smoothed, the edges of the flaps were brought 
in apposition with stitches, and dressed with adhesive plaster. The 
mother fancied that the child manifested signs of immediate improve- 
ment, and declared that she had not seen her so like herself since the 
accident The weather then, and for the ensuing three weeks, was very 
warm, and the rooms of my patient were ill -ventilated, in a rear build- 
ing, between a privy and a stable. There was some fever for the next 
three days, and the child was only allowed barley-water, and took one 
or two teaspoonfuls of castor-oil. 

Aug. 1 Zth, Dressings removed. Doing well. 

Aug, 20th» The brain is protruding through the opening in the dura 
mater, and has reached the level of the scalp. 

Firm pressure was now applied with graduated compresses of lint, 
and maintained by a bandage ; while the child's bowels were kept regu- 
lar, and the diet of an unstimulating character. The pressure was borne 
remarkably well, never producing any unpleasant symptoms. 

Sept 4tA. The hernia has attained the size of a mushroom, having 
become flattened and pedunculated. Removed the mass with a single 
incision. Neither pain nor great loss of blood. Pressure accurately re- 
applied as before. 

Oct ^th. During this lapse of time persistent pressure has been con- 
tinued. The symptoms of irritation have subsided during the last two 
weeks, while the patient's health has improved under the use of quinine 
and a nutritious diet The nitrate of silver has been occasionally used to 
the margins of the wound to hasten cicatrization, which is nearly com- 
pleted. Purulent discharge has been very free. Pressure discontinued. 

In another week perfect cicatrization had taken place, and the child's 
health was entirely restored. It had gained flesh, was lively, bright- 
eyed, and rosy. 
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The prognosis in injuries of the head at all periods of life is so uncer- 
tain, that a collection of some cases of these accidents to children under 
eight years of age, may not be devoid of interest ; though I have been 
surprised to find so few reported in Braithwaite, Ranking, the London 
Lancet, the Gazette M^dicale, the N. Y. Journal of Medicine, and the 
Am. Journal of Med. Sciences, complete files of which have been exam- 
ined for the purpose. 

It is probable that the frequency of fracture in the bones of the fcetal 
head during labor, is not appreciated ; since, in many of the cases unac- 
companied with eff'usion, there is sound reason to believe that " nature 
charges herself with the burden of the cure." I remember a case in the 
Dublin Lying-in Hospital, where a woman in lingering labor from rigid- 
ity of the perineum, gave birth to a still-bom child without assistance. 
A fellow-pupil, preparing the head for his own museum, surprised us all 
with the sight of fissures of the parietal bone, involving its entire thickness, 
and radiating from the center of ossification. There was no effusion, nor 
could the fracture be considered as the cause of death. 

Billard speaks of a marked indentation of the anterior and superior 
part of the right parietal bone, which he attributed to mechanical com- 
pression applied during the period of ossification. — Mai. des JSnf., p. 620. 

The explanation of Billard is, however, open to criticism, since the 
uniform facility with which the living intra-uterine foetus moves itself 
from sources of irritation, is now well recognized, and shown, by the mas- 
terly argument of Dr. Simpson, to be effected through the agency of the 
excito-motory system of nerves ; an application of the views of Marshall 
Hall, wholly due to the distinguished Edinburgh Professor. Now, there 
may be sources of irritation — as the encircling of a limb by the funis — 
from which there can be no escape ; but, it is not so easy to conceive 
of a mechanical cause capable of thus gradually producing the effect in 
question. 

While Resident Physician of the Lying-in Asylum of this city, there 
was a woman under my care, laboring ydth her second child. Part of 
the waters were evacuated, and the oe fiilly dilatable ; but the large and 
well-ossified head hung over the pelvic brim, and refused to enter. It 
was movable, and presented well ; and as the foetal heart was vigorous, 
and the mother's condition good, sleeping between the pains, it was de- 
cided to wait 

No urgent symptoms appeaHng, the labor terminated without assist- 
ance, twenty-four hours afterwards. The child was lusty, and the mother 
did unexceptionably well. On the following morning, my attention was 
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called to the child's scalp, which. was livid from congestion over a por- 
tion of the right parietal bone. It sloughed — a thin plate of bone, the 
size of a sixpence, was exfoliated. W^ter-dressing alone was employed, 
and the wound rapidly healed. 

The child had no symptom of constitutional irritation, nursing all the 
while. 

Billard doubts the existence of symptomatic fever before the period 
of dentition. 

The Gaz. M6d. for 1848, p. 407, contains the following case of intra- 
uterine fracture of the cranium, reported to the Academy of Medicine in 
Paris, by M. Blot, Interne of the Maternity : — 

The mother fell from the second-story window, fracturing her right 
thigh. When examined, the head had passed the os internum, and 
crepitated under the finder. Foetal heart inaudible. The woman was 
dehvered with great ease by the forceps. The child was dead ; its scalp 
uninjured, the cervical aponeurosis intact ; but the pericranium separ- 
ated from the upper parts of both parietal bones by effused blood. 
Beneath, each panetal bone was fractiu^ from the boss to the sagittal 
suture. No other injury. 



The ability of the foetal cranium to sustain an amount of pressure 
capable of greatly diminishing the biparietal diameter, and the oom- 
patibUily of life with the existence of fracture of those bones unattended 
with effusion, as testified to by Yelpeau, Chaussier, Dug6s, Jacquemier, 
and others, have induced Pro£ Simpson to urge the resort to turning as 
an alternative for craniotomy, or the long forceps, in deformities of the 
pelvic brim ; and experience has amply justified the operation in this 
dangerous class of cases. 

Neither is the remarkable resiUeacy of the cranial bones after par- 
turition unexampled at later periods of life, as the following case, com- 
municated to me by Dr. Van Bur$»j fully proves : — 



A boy, under seven j^m of age, was struck senseless to the ground 
by a piece of wood carelessly thrown from the fourth story of an unfin- 
ished house. When seen, within an hour after the accident, there was 
depression of one parietal bone, capable of containing a hen^s egg ; 
declared, however, by the friends, to be less deep and extensive man 
when the boy was broo ght home. The symptoms were those of concus- 
sion and compression. While the head was being shaved, the depression 
obviously diminished, with corresponding relief to the symptoms of com- 
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pression ; and the operation was deferred. Within three hours, the 
indentation had so far disappeared, and the cerebral functions were so 
&r restored, that all idea of trephining was abandoned. The child 
slowly and perfectly recoyered. Nothing was felt, at the seat of injury, 
whicn rendered the existence of fraotore certauL 



Cases are not wanting to proye, the power of the brain to accom- 
modate itself to pressure of indented bone, as well in infancy as in 
adult life — ^N^hiton, Dupuytren, Hennen, Valgaigne, and others, furnish 
well-attested examples of the latter class of accidents; but we are not 
justified in pronouncing a patient firee from all danger, either when the 
depression has relieyed itself or when the brain appears to have entirely 
recoyered from the shock, and ac<k)nmiodated itself to the pressure. Tt is 
scarcely probable that much indentation can take place without fissure ; 
and we may be mistaken in declaring that there is no compression by 
bone because the outer table retains its normal relations ; since that 
may coexist with depression of the inner table, as is shown in the case 
of Sarah Murray, to be reported presently ; while the American Journal 
of Med. Sciences, yol. ii., p. 492, contains the following case by Dr. 
Dudley, proving the lengtli of time which may elapse in these caseis 
before the development of unpleasant symptoms : — 

A boy, aged ^yq years, had a portion of the right parietal bone frac- 
tured and depressed by a kick from a horse. No subsequent trouble 
until ten years later^ when he had epilepsy, and was successfully tr^ 
phined. A process of bone, half an inch in length, was found to project 
from the inner table. 

Examfples of children bom alive after evacuations of portions of the 
brain by the perforator, are so numerous, as emphatically to demand 
from the operator the attempt to destroy the medulla oblongata ; but 
perhaps the following result may be considered as one of the most unex- 
pectedly fortunate on record : — 

A woman, a^ed 84, had been delivered, in her first labor, of a still- 
born cliild with forceps. In her second labor, a similar attempt was un- 
successful, when the practitioner in attendance perforated the cranium, 
and made ftitile efibrts at extraction. Dr. Lagae, being then summoned, 
performed the Giesarean sec^on, and extracted a living child with a 
laige wound in its cranium, to the right of the sagittal suture and a few 
lines in front of the posterior fontanelle. The brain was visible, and a 
fin all portion had escaped. Mother and child recovered. The child's 
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intellect was perfectly sound at the age of nine years. — Am. Jotim, of 
Med, Sciences^ Jan. 1850, p. 229. 

Out of twenty-one cases of seyere injuries of the bead, between the 
ages of one and eight, which I have collected, eleven have died^ at inter- 
vals of time varying from two days to three months. 

The case of the boy who lived three months, is to be found in the 
London '^ Lancet" for 1852, vol. 2, p. 54 ; and is extremely interesting, 
from the fact of the patient's having survived, the fracture of his skull, 
from a blow with a pickax ; the operation of trephining ; the occur- 
rence and removal of hernia cerebri, — and then, thirty-three days after 
leaving the hospital, he died from a fiedl on a fender, which had repro- 
duced all his former symptoms in an aggravated form, including the 
reprotrusion of a mass of the brain. 

The cerebral substance is stated to have been injured, or lost, at the 
time of the accident, or during treatment, in fifteen cases ; nine of which 
terminated fatally ; while injury of the dura mater is mentioned in the 
two other fatal cases. Hernia cerebri made its appearance in six cases ; 
two of which recovered. 

Ldi the London '* Lancet," 1 848, vol. 1, p. 805, will be found the case 
of a boy admitted into the London Hospital, under Mr. Luke, with a 
compound fracture of the left side of the frontal bone, caused by a quoit. 
The depressed portions were removed, and the space immediately filled 
by the rising of the dura mater, m^iich was superficially lacerated. On 
the ninth day, a tumor was observed protru<£ng under the dressings, 
which soon increased to the size of a walnut He died on the twenty- 
third day, when the tumor was found to possess ** an irregular, fungoid 
appearance," and to contain no true cerebral substance. At its base was 
a small abscess. 

In five cases, hernia cerebri followed the operation of trephining ; in 
one, the removal of depressed portions of the bone with the forceps alone. 

The period of time, when first noticed, varied from two to ten days. 
In three cases it was excised ; in one, removed several times with the 
knife, and ligature ; in another, treatment not stated ; in Dr. Oheesman's 
case, not removed. In no one case does the removal appear to have been 
followed by pain or much hsemorrhage. Flow of the sub-arachnoid 
fluid, so evident in my own, does not appear to have been noticed in 
the others, though it is mentioned in some cases of encephalocele occur- 
ring congenitally, or shortly after birth. The well-known case of Mr. 
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Adams may be cited in this categoiy {Lond, Lancet^ 1832, toL 1, p. 
470), as well as one reported by Yelpeau, where one of thesie tumors in an 
infant was twice punctured, giving exit to much serosity ; and, in his 
opinion, prolonging the child's life, it having lived fifty-one days, and 
twenty-two after the sec<Mid operation (Gaz, Mid. 1845, p. 558). Still, 
Lallemant, and Guyemot report cases of this malformation, where the 
ages of twenty-five and thirty-three years have been reached {Bouehut, 
Mhl. dei Enf). The diagnosis of this fluid may, however, be obscured, 
» is shown in a case published by M. Dubreuilh in the '* Gazette M6dic- 
ale," 1841, p. 251:— 

A boy, aged four years, received a blow on the head from a block 
of wood, not immediately followed by symptoms of compression. There 
was a large bleeding wound in the right side of the forehead, while 
some blood issued at first from the right ear, but quickly gave place to a 
limpid and clear serum, filling the auditory canal and concha. This dis- 
charge, with varying intelligence and strength, and almost constant vom- 
iting, lasted three days, when he was convulsed and died. 

The frontal bone was found slightly depressed and fissured ; the dura 
mater separated from the whole right side by clots of blood. No inflam- 
mation of the meninges. Lateral ventricles contained from ten to twelve 
drachms of serum. The petrous portion of the temporal bone divided 
from before backwards by a fracture terminating in the mastoid region. 

At no time in the history of this case was there paralysis, nor entire 
loss of intelligence ; the child spoke, and could sit up. 

Bid the serous fluid come from the efliised blood, the liquor Gotunni, 
or the arachnoid ? Probably from the serum of the clots. 

Pressure over the hernia would not appear to have developed un- 
]deasant symptoms, with the exception of the negress, bom in 1815, on 
the plantation of Dr. Bennett, in South Carolina : — 

My knowledge of the case is derived from the Gaz. M^., 1884, p. 666, 
where it is stated that a tumor showed itself on the left of the right 
mastoid apophysis four weeks after birth, reaching the height of half 
an inch and remaining stationary for two years, when an attempt at its 
removal disclosed its medullary character and nearly cost the child her 
life. Shortly after, a similar tumor appeared on the other side of the 
apophysis, and the two, beginning to grow and uniting together, reached 
toe size of an ostrich egg at her sixth year of age. It was then evident 
that they communicated with the cerebellum, and gentle pressure over 
their surface produced as complete coma as though she had been stnuik 
a powerful blow with a hammer, the ooma promptly disappearing with 
the removal of compression. 

At the age of eleven, inordinate sexual desires manifested themselves ; 
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and, when their gratification was prevented, she would resort to ezeeiBire 
masturbation. 

This state of things lasted till her death, at the age of seventeen, ap- 
parently due to the pressure of a bucket of water which she had carried 
on her head. The tumor was then bilobular, scantily covered with 
hair, and not unlike an enonnous icrotum— one lobe measuring twenty- 
four inches, the oth^ seventeen 

It is probable that most practitioners having the care of hernia oete- 
bri will ask themselves whether the removal of the mass is likely to in- 
fluence the character of the patient's mind. It would be a serious thing 
to restore to society a poet, deprived of imagination and condemned to 
commonplaces ; or to lop from the head the germ of mathematical pro- 
ficiency. Fortunately, however, the statistics of the operation dispel the 
dread of Buch a contingency; though the enthusiastic Dr. Epps (as 
quoted in the Am. Journal of Med. Sciences, Vol. 5, 1829, p. 202) lida 
the following facts together in support of such phrenological views: — 

A boy was kicked by a horse over the bumps of wit, ideality, and 
(^nstructiveness, when some of the brain was lost and some removed. 
He recovered, but at manhood was subject to fits ; especially when mak- 
ing arrangements and perfectine plans. yA peculiar sensation warned him 
of liieir approach, and he comd escape them by promptly turning his 
mi|id to other subjects. 

If the profession should become satisfied that the character of man 
depends on the undulations of the external table of the cranial bones, 
or the directions of their planes, I qlaim that it shall be the bounden 
duty of the accoucheur to terminate the labors of primiparse, in the 
interest of the foetus, at tm earlier period than is now allowable. For 
the welfare of the community, the government should see that the heads 
of the neonati be pr<^>^]y swathed ; unless it shall be established that 
audi long-headed children do well in the battle of life. 

Among the examples of speedy and uncomplicated recoveries from 
severe injuries of the cerebrum itself, may be cl^assed the cases reported 
by Prof. Sewel, an^ Pr. Van Ingen, of Uticia ;— 

In the former, reported in the Amer. Joum. Med. Soi., vol. 2, 1^28, — 
^ Lewis Post, cet. 5, was kicked by a horse, three Inches above the exter- 
nal angle of the riffht eye, largdy fissuring the frontal and right parietal 
bones, throuffh which opening portions of the cortical and medullary 
structure, as large as a walnut, protruded. Consciousness returned in a 
few hours — he was antiphlogistically treated, and recovered perfectly in 
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^i^9^ weaks ; notwithstanding much suppuraticm, and copious discharge of 
pus. 

In the latter case, reported in the N. Y. Journal of Med., May, 1864, 
a child, aged 1 year, fell on a board, from whence a nail penetrated the 
brain to the depth of two and a half inches ; the extraction of which 
d^naaded muoh force. Trephining was performed, and recovery was 
prompt and uncomplicated. 

The following cases, condensed from the MSS. records of the N. T. 
Hospital, are published for the first time, by the kind permission of Dr* 
Gheesman. The one of Sarah Murray is extremely interesting, from the 
length of time in which so terrible an accident was supported, and for 
the adyancing repair of the fracture by contre-coup : — 

Sarah Murray, mi, 4, wounded accidentally by a pistol load of Tarffe 
shot, fired from a distalbce of three feet — entered hospital March 11^, 
1864, under Dr. Chessman. Patient almost pulseless, cold, and insensi- 
Ue, with a portion of brain protruding through the os frontis. No actual 
depression of exterruU table. ISth, Has had many convulsions — tre- 
phined — ^portion of inner table found driven into the brain. Dura mater 
lacerated. ^ ss. of brain removed. I5th, No convulsioDS since; some 
paralysis of right arm. 16th, Fungus protrudes through wound. 20th. 
Conscious for the first time. Fungus large, but partly broken down. 
Water-dressing continued. Nourishing diet 23d. '' Sh^t bronchitis.'' 
April 15th. UBS done pretty well ; but now sinking. Respiration hur- 
ried ; continued cough. 19th. Part of hernia separated. 20th, Died. 
Autopsy. — ^Abscess near top of left hemisphere, 3^ by 4 in., containing 
I L of pus, and eeveral shot, and commuuKatinff vnth external wound. 
Left hemisphere much softened. Pus beneath Uxe membranes, aestf the 
base of the brain. A fracture was found in the posterior fossa, running 
upwards and across to the right parietal bone; which had partially 
united, and may have been occasioned by the fall. 

J. Driscoll, est. 6, admitted July Qthy 1854, under Dr. Vheesman^ 
with fracture of parietal bone, near its posterior and superior angle, ^ 
in. loa^. A long and sharp ridge of bone can be felt to be depressed. 
Dr. C. trephined, and removed it with the elevator, and duck-bill for- 
ceps. Operation borne remarkably well. Patient left hospital within 
two months, perfectly well. 

Hie limits of this paper have necessarily demanded a very summary 
sketch of this dangerous class of injuries. It is hoped that the six origi- 
nal cases contained therein, may be of service as an addition to the array 
of facts necessary to disperse the doubts surrounding some disputed 
pomts in Ae pathology of the brain. 

Those interested in the subject can refer to a searching analysis, by 
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Dr. Buck, of tkirty-thr$$ cases of hernia cerebri (in the New York Jonm. 
of Med. 1840, p. 348), chiefly taken fi'om different sources than those 
now presented, and without limit as to age. Mallett's cases of hernia 
cerehri are in the London Lancet, 1838 and 9, voL 2, p. 504. Pajot's 
Thesis — for a recent agreg^ship — on the injuries sustained by the foetos 
in labor, may a]so be consulted with advantage. 



Case of Hysteria in the Mode Subjectj by Edwin N. Chapman, M. D. 

To the Editors of the New York Medical Times : 

The following case, which came under my notice in the month of 
January, 1853, presents many remarkable and noteworthy symptoms, 
evidently of a nervous origin, and of such a marked distinctive charac- 
ter, as to admit of no classification, except under the head of Hysteria. 
The male subject has rarely manifested the phenomena of the nervous 
system of the Hysteroid character, and still more rarely has he fur- 
nished us with a case precisely analogous to Hysteria in the female. 
In the case detailed below, the gravity and severity of the symptoms 
were more profound than they ever were in any other case of Hysteria 
that has fallen under my care. 

I was called at 8, P. M. to see Mr. est, 21, a druggist in this 

city, who, whilst conversing with several gentlemen in his store, suddenly 
fell from his chair insensible and motionless. I found the following con- 
dition of things, which from the singular and inexplicable nature of the 
case, and the gravity of the symptoms, appeared of an alarming sig- 
nificance, — no pulse at the wrist ; extremities icy cold ; head slightly 
above the natural temperature; countenance natural; eye injected, pupil 
responding perfectly to the light ; respiration regular, rather quick, but 
quite easy ; heart beating regularly; no lividity of the surface; no rigidity 
or convulsive motion ; perfect loss of sensation, the most severe blow 
not being appreciated. 

The special senses were abolished, and only organic life remained. 

I directed frictions, mustard, warmth to extremities, ice to the head, 
and gave brandy, sulph. ether, and assafsetida. 

The patient continued in the condition above described for the space 
of one hour, when reaction from such extreme nervous prostration 
began to show itself in a gradual accession of warmth to the extremities, 
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a feeble, fluctnatiDg, unsteady pulse, and a tetanio rigidity of several 
muscles, inyolFing, at times, nearly the entire body. The hands were 
firmly clenched, the thumb closed in the palm, and the hand strongly 
bent on the forearm. The great toe was powerfully turned down on 
the sole of the foot. Before any relaxation occurred in the spasm, a 
▼iolent convulsive seizure came over the patient, who required two per- 
sons to restrain him on the bed. This continuing for a few minutes, was 
followed by a relapse into the pulseless condition first described. The 
patient during an interval of half an hour, passed through four or five 
similar attacks, though they were, after each fresh accession, less severe 
in nature, and succeeded by a less profound collapse. At this time, 
reaction being firmly established, as shown by the general warmth of 
the body, and a pulse of some force and volume steadily at the wrist, 
consciousness appeared gradually to dawn upon our patient, but at 
first of a very uncertain and flickering nature. He would have con- 
vulsive motions, coming on in paroxysms, as before; which, when 
restrained by the attendants, were more and more converted into strug- 
gles, frantic and furious, as of a person possessed by some insane idea, 
and obstinately bent on following it Exhausted by his efforts, he would 
fdl back motionless ; rallying from which in a few minutes, he would 
go over the same scene again. His respiration, at this stage was most 
singular. He would draw several deep inspirations with great energy, 
in rapid succession, puffing out and drawing in his cheeks as the air 
passed in and out of his mouth. This subsiding, scarcely any move- 
ment appreciable could be perceived in his breathing. After two or 
three turns of this nature, they did not recur, but, sensibility being more 
thoroughly re-established, were succeeded by sobbing, crying, clutching, 
and beating of his chest, and, at times, by immoderate laughter. At 
this time, 10 o'clock, he knew every person about him, and kept up a 
constant stream of remarks often witty, more frequently silly and absurd, 
but which appeared to afford great amusement to himself, and be the 
occasion every few minutes, of loud and boisterous laughter. 

He had a good deal of flatulence, and passed, during the night, more 
than a quart of urine, nearly colorless. 

At 12, M. he fell asleep, and slept till morning, when he appeared as 
well as usual, excepting the debility from so much nervous turmoil. 

Subsequently, with an interval of one or two weeks, I saw Mr. 

have two other attacks like the first, but less severe. Since then, I am 
led to understand from his parents, he has had the **fits,^ though in a 
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milder manner at ea6li return, until within the last six months. During 
this interval, he has been perfectly free from them. 

"When Mr. was quite a lad, he received an extensive injury, 

implicating the wrist joint, from a circular saw. 

Inflammation, suppuration, and exfoliation of the bones followed, 
which, after many weeks, resulted in anchylosis. 

The injury thus inflicted on the nervous system, may explain tlie 
occurrence of Hysteria in his case ; particularly as he was suflering, at 
this time, under great despondency from family difficulties. 

Yours, <fec., 

EDWm N. CHAPMAlSr, M.D. 
Brooklyn, Oct 24«A; 1854. 



Ca»e of Suicidej caused by Spiritual Manifestations. By Bllswobth 
EuoT, M. D. 

Martin Langdon, printer, bom in this country, aged 39, and mar- 
ried, was admitted to Ward 17, under James R. Wood, M. D., Visiting 
Surgeon, on Monday, January 3d, 1853, at 6, P. M. 

An incision had been made into his pharynx, between the os hyoi- 
des and thyroid cartilage. Haemorrhage had ceased, utterance indis- 
tinct, except when the opening was covered. Temperament nervous, 
form emaciated, great exhaustion, resulting apparently more from an 
excited state of mind than from loss of blood. 

He was placed upon his back, with his shoulders raised. The lips 
of the wound were brought and kept in contact, by flexing the head 
upon the neck and detaining it in that position. Conversation was 
strictly prohibited. Brandy was administered, and afterwards an ano- 
dyne. 

Jan. 4^. Pulse ^6, and feeble. Respiration 24. The greater part 
of the night lie passed in quiet sleep. No pain, slight thirst, and some 
appetite; expectoration of a thick, tenacious mucus, slightly blood- 
streaked ; cough not troublesome ; spiritual manifestations, in which he 
said he had the fullest belief, had prompted him to conmiit suicide. 
Having failed in the attempt, he was now anxious to recover. Ordered 
beef tea, with milk and farina. 

Early in the afternoon, his mind commenced to wander. At a pre- 
vious visit, he had said tliat he was subject to fits of despondency, and 
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at such times, he would be tempted to take bis life. He now feared 
such an attacV&ii<^ desired something to prevent it if possible. After 
pointing out the necessity of dispelling all such thoughts, small doses of 
morphise sulph. and valerian infusion were prescribed. 

As the day advanced, he grew more restless ; his eye had a wild 
expression, and he could with difiSculty be kept silent At 5, P. M. he 
commenced in a loud voice to pray and exhort, and spoke repeatedly of 
"Brother Harris," "Mountain Cove, Fayette Co. Virginia ;" " The Spiri^ 
ual Telegraph, and Moimtain Cove Journal," the New Dispensation, etc. 
When remonstrated with, he said that he had been sent to this place to 
preach the truth to unbelievers, and he wiis resolved to spend his last 
moments, which in his opinion were few, in makkg known "the un* 
searchable riches of Christ;" and then he prayed "for the young man 
who, in the simplicity of his heart," assured him of recovery, if he com- 
plied with the directions given. After closing a long prayer with an 
Amen many times repeated, the spirits, by ub uncontrollable, allowed him 
to be silent 

Solut Majend. 3 j. in divided doses, with brandy, beef tea, etc., 
as before. 

Jan. 6ih. Was restless during the night When rational, he would 
take nourishment and medicine, hoping through them to be restored to 
healtL But most of the time he would refuse every thing, as he desired 
to die, and was unwilling to have his destiny interfered with. In the 
evening, he slept two or three hours. 

At 11, P. M. he became more raving than ever. His voice could be 
distinctly heard in the adjoining wards, proclaiming his favorite doc- 
trines. Restraint was necessary, in order to keep him from tearing the 
dressings from his throat Finally, entirely exhausted, he died, Janu- 
ary 6th, at 8, A. M. 

Autopsy. Length of the incised wound, measured upon its lips, 1| 
inch. It would admit the index finger, which could be thrust up into 
the mouth. Epiglottis uninjured, no important blood-vessel or nerve 
had been injured, nor did the parts present any unusual inflammatory 
appearance. Thoracic and abdominal viscera, healthy. Brain slightly 
congested. 

At the coroner's inquest, Maria Langdon, wife of the deceased, made 
the following statements in her testimony. He had inflicted the wound 
with a penknife, three or four hours before he was brought to the hospi- 
tal. For a month previous he had complained of pain in his head, and 
during this time he did not work with his usual regularity. Saturday 
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and Sunday nigbU (January 1st and 2d), he was sleepless, and constantly 
talked of spiritual manifestations. Monday (January dd), he rose at 
10, A. M., and, after walking across the room, fainted. While in an 
adjoining room, she heard him coughing and spitting, and afterwards a 
gurgling noise attracted her attention. Thither she repaired inmiediately, 
and " saw him draw a penknife out of his mouth ; "• this a policeman 
took from him, after she had failed in the attempt. 

Ten months before, he had lost a beloved daughter, and desiring to 
hold communion with the soul of his departed child, he commenced to 
read spiritual papers, and resorted to the "circles" of Mrs. F — h, Airs. 

C y, and Mrs. R r. He was directed to sit still one hour every 

night, thus he would be prepared to become a "seeing medium," and his 
desire would be gratified. This course he pursued up to three days 
before he attempted to kill himself and on these occasions, he always 
enjoined silence. 

Verdict of the Jury, That Martin Langdon came to his death by 
exhaustion consequent upon mental excitement, and from a wound 
inflicted by himself upon his throat We also find that this state of 
mind was superinduced by his connection with persons calling them- 
selves spiritual media. We also recommend the Grand Jury to take 
measures for the suppression of circle meetings at the houses named in 
the testimony. 

The writer was summoned to testify before the Grand Jury a few 
weeks afterwards ; and here, to the best of his knowledge, the matter 
rested. 

118 Blekckeb St., N. Y. 



Postmortem appearances of an old lady^ of 94 years^ who had never men- 
struated nor borne children. By A. K Gardner, M. D., Member of 
the National Medical Association, 4fec. 

I was called, about midnight of the 1st of August, 1854, to see Mib. 

H^ , St George's Place, attacked with cholera. I found her to be an 

old lady, ninety-four years of age, and in other respects presenting some 
peculiarities attracting to a medical man. With the ordinary remedies, 
she recovered perfectly from this attack, but her constitution received a 
shock from which she never recovered. The day previous she had been 
walking about her room, and once subsequently she was found, in the 
middle of the night, sitting in a chair near her bed ; with this exception. 
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she never left it subsequently to this attack, except as lifted from it, and 
placed in a chair for a few mioutes. Her appetite failed ; and, after a 
long struggle, of several weeks, with the great conqueror of all, she 
finally yielded to his supremacy, Oct 6th ; and on the following morning, 
assisted by my friend. Dr. H. W. Brown, I made a postmortem at 9 
o'clock. 

Mrs. H , although twice married, never had any children. Her 

second husband was a widower, having a large family by his first wife. 
More noteworthy was the fact of her having never menstruated, either 
naturally or vicariously, and her absence of all sexual feelings and appe- 
tites. 

During the greater part of her life she was troubled with dyspepsia, 
so that she never indulged in the pleasures of table. Pie-crust and cakes 
were tabooed articles to her. It was for this delicate condition, supposed 
to originate from the absence of the menses, that she was advised by 
her medical men in Massachusetts, where she lived, to marry. This she 
did ; but this natural stimulant to the generative organs produced no 
local or general amelioration. She subsequently was married to her 
second husband, whom she also outlived, to act as a mother to a large 
family. 

The entire absence of all sexual propensities, she herself attributed to 
her strong devotional character, being an attached and ardent member 
of the Baptist church. In character, Mrs. H. was somewhat acerb, and 
apt to look upon the moral delinquences of the young with a severe and 
impitying eye. In life she was not wanting in activity and promptness, 
and conducted her household with a prudence and regularity somewhat 
noted. 

The postmortem examination^ the morning after her decease, disclosed 
no active or latent disease. The lungs were perfectly healthy, the stom- 
ach and other organs in like condition. The generative organs showed 
an uterus of usual size, and normal in its condition, except that the cav- 
ity of one-half was obliterated. The ovaries were both present, although 
much atrophied ; but whether this condition was due to her advanced 
age or to an original condition, it was impossible to say. 

Save a double-firacture of the hip, the last broken and united within 
a few years, and marked with the peculiar change in the bone, as seen 
in all the old, nothing else was noticeable. 

New York, 141 JSast IBtk street, Oct. 1864. 
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Oase of Supposed Tetanus, under peculiar circumstancea. By P. Srxwjiier, 
M. D., PeekBkill, New York. 

Mrs. K, aged about 30, had uniformly enjoyed good health, was 
strong and robust, and three months advanced in pregnancy with her 
fourth child. On the 29th of July last, while engaged in domestic 
dutieB and in a stooping posture, Jier husband entered the house in a^ 
state of intoxication, went up behind her, and placing his knee against' 
her back and one hand upon each shoulder, suddenly and yiolently 
twitched her upwards and backwards, producing a loud and snapping 
noise, so as to be heard in an adjoining room. The sound, the woman 
believed, was {M*oduced by the wrench of her back ; the sensation was 
'*as if something had given away inside." She, however, continued to 
keep abbut house with but little inconvenience, until August 1st, 
the day but one after the injury ; when suddenly^ while in a quiet state, 
she was seized with a violent hemorrhage issuing from the vagina, and 
in about thirty minutes, the foetus, with all its appendages, was expelled. 
The flooding was soon arrested by a few grains of sugar of lead and 
opium, and cold external applications to the uterine region. Consider- 
aUe anemia was the result of the loss of blood ; but stimulants and 
nourishment soon relieved it, so that on the 5th inst. she sat up and 
walked about house. 

On the afternoon of the 5th, she began to complain of stiffness of 
the neck, and on the 6th, of "lumps in the throat" and great difficulty 
in swallowing and in opening the mouth; no "lumps in the throat," how- 
ever, were perceptible on examination. There was slight p^n in the 
head and back, the pulse small and feeble, but natural in frequency. 

On the 7th, the muscles of the jaw were as rigid as if they had 
been made of cast iron, no impression could be made on them by the 
best-directed force. She had swallowed nothing since the day before; 
pulse rapid and feeble, complained of intense agony in the muscles of 
the throat and neck, was rapidly sinking ; no unnatural contraction or 
dilatation of the pupils; no perceptible paralysis of any part, and none 
of the ordinary symptoms of cerebral effusion. The patient expired on 
the evening of 7th, forty-eight hours from the first complaint of stiffness 
of the muscles of the neck. 

The treatment consisted in free purgation with calomel, afterwards 
opium and hyoscyamus, inhalation and external application of chloroforfn 
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and blisters to the spine, but all to no purpose, as the history and the 
result of the case show. 

The case in this region is a novel one, and we are very much in the 
dark in regard to its true pathology. That it was a case of tetanus is 
quite clear, but whether caused by the injury of the spine or in some 
way produced by the abortion, to me is not so clear. Perhaps some of 
your pathologists will be able to shed light on the subject. If produced 
by the abortion, what was the modus operandi ? 

Similar cases may be on record, in which tetanus has resulted from 
or attended abortion, but if there are any they have not met my view, 
or have escaped my memory. 

Pbbkskill, Nov. 15th, 1854. 



J^m^M %x^x\%. 



(Mmcal remarks on the cases in the First Surgical Division of the New 
York Hospital during October and November, 1854. By Thomas 
M. Makkob, M. D., Attending Surgeon. Reported by Mr. George £. 
8. Keator. 

Primary Treatment of Severe Injuries. 

Case of extensive laceration of both arms. — This boy. Gentlemen, upon 
whom it was proposed to operate at this time, is still in a condition 
which renders it not proper to add the shock of amputation to the de- 
pressing influences under which he already labors. He was injured 
yesterday morning, by being caught between two rollers driven by 
machinery, and both arms were drawn in nearly to the shoulders. The 
result is, as you see, a terrible contusion and laceration of all the soft 
parts, a tearing off of the greater portion of both hands, and a complete 
stripping of the integument of both arras from about three inches below 
the snoulder joint Singularly enough, no bones are broken. I am not 
sorry that you are disappointed in witnessing the operation to-day^ 
because it gives us an opportunity of studying the constitutional effect 
of this severe injury, and the rules which should guide us in its manage- 
ment. I am particularly glad of the opportunity of drawing your atten- 
tion to this subject, because it is one which is not very fully considered 
in any of your text books or lectures ; and, in fact, it is one which can 
only be properly studied by the bedside of the patient, and only in a 
large hospital, where cases of severe injury are constantly under observa- 
tion. Of the importance of the subject nothing need be said, if we 

VOL. rv. NO. 3. 8 
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reflect that life and death often hang on the right management of these 
cases in the first six hours after the injury, and before surgeons can come 
in to the assistance of the prostrated sufferer ; and of your near interest 
in the matter, I need only remark, that in these days of frightful acci- 
dents by flood and field, any day may bring to your door, be you ever 
ao retired, valuable lives whose safety may depend, under God, upon the 
knowledge which you may possess of the primary treatment of severe 
injuries.* 

In all cases of severe iniury, there are two classes of symptoms pre- 
sented : Ist, Those due to the disturbed function of the organ or organs 
injured ; and 2d, Those arising from the ef^ts of the injury upon the 
general powers. Of the first^ I need here say nothing, for I doubt not 
you are well instructed in all that pertains to compression and concussion 
of the brain, wounds of the chest, and of the bowels, etc. ; but I would, 
in passing, caution you to remember that all these or game symptoms 
may be mingled with and modified by those of the 2d class, or iht con- 
stitutional. Again, you will understand that I do not propose to speak 
of all the remote constitutional eflfects of injury, but only of those im- 
mediate efiects which by their suddenness, have received the name 
** shock of injury," and which are characterized by a greater or less 
depression of the powers of life in sympathy with the injury. This 
shock of injury is* often so great, and the depression of vital power so 
low, that life is extinguished by it alone, though no vital organ has beea 
injured, and no blood been shed. Often again, the powers of life are 
reduced by it to so low a point, that any additional disturbance, as from 
motion, or pain, or mental excitement, is sufficient to turn the scale 
against the patient. This alarming condition of the system is announced 
by symptoms on the part of the nervous system, on the part of the vas- 
cular system, and often on the part of some of the vital organs. Thus, 
we will suppose that you are called to a person whose leg, from the knee 
down, has been crushed and shattered by a railroad disaster. Your first 
care, even before you allow him to be removed to a place of comfort, ia, 
to ascertain what is the decree of shock under which he is laboring, and 
whether he will bear the disturbance and pain of such removal. You 
will usually find him anxious, uneasy, and apprehensive in his mental 
condition, with a feeling of exhaustion, shiverings, tremulous action and 
great feebleness of the muscles, great restlessness, with syncope if any 
effort is made towards the erect position, indicating loss of nervous power ; 
and on the part of the vascular system you will observe paleness of the 
surface, coldness of the extremities, feeble, small, and rapid pulse, witli 
a skin cool, relaxed, and moist With this we often have a hurried, some- 
times a labored respiration, and very commonly, retching and vomiting ; 



* None of the clinioal class of the Kew York Hospital in 1886 and '87, can 
hi\ to rememher the earnestness and interest with which this sabject was pressed 
upon Qs by Dr. A. H. Stevens, the Professor of Clinical Surgery ; nor the admi- 
rable lecture which hepublished on the "Primary Treatment of Iigurie^'' deliv- 
ered at the New York Hospital, Nov. 22d, 1887. 
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flbowing tihat the lungs and stomach are, by Bjmpathy, inyolved in the 

funeral disturbance. If the injury is so severe that the patient is to die 
om the shock, you y^iXX find that the anxiety of mind will give place to 
apathy, and finally, to stupor, from which, however, when roused, the 
intellect remains clear. The shiverings become distressing rigors, the 
muscular relaxation becomes complete, the surfiiice more cold and relaxed, 
the pulse more rapid and more f«feble, the respiration more hurried and 
Bdore imperfect, the stomach rejecting every thing put into it, until the 
patient dies from sheer exhaustion, usually within the first twelve hours 
af^r the injury. 

In the mani^ment of such cases the first thing to be attended to is, 
lo prevent any unnecessary, agitation or movements of the patient Let 
him be made as comfortable as possible in the nearest shelter, until he 
begins to rally his powers a little to enable him to bear removal. Let 
the injured limb be simply laid in a comfortable position, without any 
attempt at interfering with it ; always, of course, taking proper measures 
to check any bleeding which may be going on, and, if there be any sus- 
picion of a large vessel being injured, placing a field tourniquet, with a 
handkerchief and a stick, loosely round the limb above. The next care 
should be, to supply artificial heat by covering the patient with 
blankets and applying hot bricks or hot bottles to his extremities. Fric- 
tions which are so commonly employed in similar cases are, I am sure, 
likely to do harm rather than good, from the disturbance and 
exposure to which they subject the patient. In the meanwhile, stimu- 
lants are to be carefully administered ; selecting, if possible, the form 
that is most agreeable to the taste, and giving it in small doses, often 
repeated, lest the stomach should be ofiended and reject it. If the pros- 
tration be great and the body cold, the drinks had better be given 
-warm ; and with the alcoholic preparation may be combined the car- 
bonate of ammonia, in doses of from one to five grains every hour. It 
may be, that the stomach is too irritable to bear stimulants ; or it may 
be that, after tolerating them for a time, it begins to reject them. 
When this occurs, do not continue their administration ; for by so doing, 
you will only irritate its mucous membrane, and deprive yourself perma- 
nently of your main reliance in bringing about and sustaining reaction. 
Abandon for a time all internal admmistration, and apply to the epigas- 
trium flannels, wrung out of warm spirits, repeating and continuing the 
application for an hour or more at a time. If the prostration be very 
great, this warm spirit fomentation may be made over the whole abdo- 
men, and indeed over the whole anterior part of the body ; great care 
being taken, however, to wring the flannels dry, so that there shall be no 
unnecessary wetting of the patient's clothes ; to apply them warm and 
change them quickly, to prevent chilling of the surface during their 
removal. If there be much pain, or anxiety, or restlessness, give at 
ooce a large anodyne; such as fifty drops of laudanum, or, what I think 
IB better, one or two grains of opium in pill. The stimulant efiect of 
#(^id opium seems to be more marked than that of the other prepar»- 
lioBB of the drag; and in the case before us, is a valuable a^pi^ioi^ to 
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its soothing and anodyne qualities. By assiduously and judiciously fol- 
lowing out this plan of treatment, you will have the satisfaction of sus- 
taining the flagging energies of your patient, until nature has time to 
set up reaction and recover from her sudden discomfiture. The signs of 
this happy tendency you can be at no loss to perceive : the mind be- 
comes more tranquil ; restlessness gives place to sleep ; the warmth re- 
turns to the limbs, and the color to the lips ; while the pulse is becom- 
ing fuller and slower, and the respiration deepeV and more effectual. 
Two dangers now present themselves : first, reaction may fail after it has 
commenced ; second, reaction may go beyond the limits of restoration 
and bring about congestion or inflammation. Be careful, therefore, not 
to leave your patient or to consider him fit for removal on operation, 
until reaction is assured and sustained at least for a number of hours ; 
and on the other hand be careful, when it is thus sustained and complete, 
that you do not, by the continuance of the heating and stimulant treat- 
ment, carry the newly excited action beyond the restorative point. 

Of this depression from shock of injury, our patient presents a well- 
marked example. I saw him first, last evening, about nine o'clock, the 
injury having been received in the morning. He had been brought 
about ten miles, to the city. I found him pale, cold, shivering, occasion- 
ally lying in an apathetic condition, disposed to be restless, and, when 
asked, complaining of great pain in both arms. His pulse was quick, 
feeble, and 140 in a minute, and his whole appearance one of extceme 
exhaustion, though much blood had not been lost. No reaction having 
commenced, the stimulating treatment, mainly with warm wine-whey 
and carb. anunonise, which had been begun by the house-surgeon, 
was ordered to be continued ; and the arms, covered with wet cloths, 
were laid as comfortably as could be upon pillows, while the body was 
kept warm with the heater. Five grains of pulv. Doveri was given 
every three hours through the night. 

ITov, 3. — We find him to-day still in a condition of prostration, 
though, I think, a little rallied .from last night He slept some during 
the night, and has taken his drinks well. He has only vomited once. 
His countenance is still deadly pale, as you see, his pulse is 1 30, and his 
respiration imperfect; his extremities, however, are warm, which is a 
good sign of commencing re-action. We have decided, on consulta- 
tion, not yet to operate, but to give him a little more time to establish 
complete reaction. 

As to the necessity of amputation here, there is no room for doubt ; we 
are only waiting to secure the proper moment for its performance. The 
question in regard to amputation is in this case decided by a somewhat 
unusual feature of the injury, viz., the loss of the integument of the 
injured limbs. That no part of a limb thus denuded of its skin can be 
saved, may seem to some of you rather a harsh decision ; but if you will 
reflect upon the manner in which large ulcers, and other losses of integ- 
ument, are repaired, you will perceive that the actual foimation of new 
skin-tissue is only a part, and perhaps the smallest part, of the process, 
the closing of the wound being effected, in a very important degree, by 
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the contraction and drawing together of the surrounding healthy integu- 
ment. This is not so manifest while the wound is in process of healing 
as it is after the scar is perfected, when it will he seen that the cica- 
trix has not more, and oilen not so much as half of the superficial 
extent of the original wound. If the power of regeneration of the skin 
is so limited, how can we expect that any useful cicatrix could he formed 
when a whole limh has heen denuded ? The limhs, therefore, could be 
nothing else than the sources of constant, exhausting, and unavailing 
suppuration, if they should be allowed to remain, to say nothing of the 
pain and irritation which such extensive denuded surfaces must inevita- 
bly produce. 

Ifov. 7. — ^The day after you last saw this patient, his pulse having 
fidlen to 120, and his general condition having correspondingly im- 
proved, we removed the right arm, the patient being rendered uncon- 
scious by ether. He bore the operation well, and has since steadily 
improved, so that you see he has now a better color, and an appearance 
of vigor, very different from what you saw at our last visit I consider 
him now to have recovered entirely from the primary shock of his inju- 
ries, but a new danger now begins to show itself. The whole of this 
extensive denuded surface of the left arm is commencing to suppurate. 
Now, this suppuration, though not itself directly a reparative process, is 
Ae accompaniment, and, in some degree, the measure, of the reparative 
actions with which it is associated ; and in its formation, thus connected 
with the nisus of repair, a great amount of vital power is expended. 
We should have, therefore, if we allowed this to go on, a sudden and ex- 
tensive drain upon his vital energies, which, in his present condition, 
would soon turn the scale against him. We shall therefore, without 
delay, proceed to remove the remaining arm. (Ether bein^ adminis- 
tered, the arm was removed, about two inches below the shoulder-joint) 

yov. 10. — ^Thispoor little fellow rallied well from the operation you 
saw on the 7th. The stumps look well, and, you see, union will take 
place along a considerable portion of b^h wounds. In the mean time, 
his general condition has been satisfactory, and he has been able to take 
his nourishment and drinks with relish. A little cough showed itself on 
the day of the last operation, which induced us to diminish the amount 
of alcoholic stimulation, and to apply turpentine as a rubefacient to the 
chest This cough on the next day had increased, and was attended 
with pain on inspiration, and some labor in breathing. For thi^, a stim- 
ulating expectorant and a blister over the region of pain were ordered. 
To-day, you perceive there is great embarrassment of respiration, and an 
audible crackling of mucus in the air passages. On examination, you 
will find that on the left side, which has been the seat of pain, you have 
flatnees on percussion over the lower half of the chest, and on the right 
side good resonance. On auscultation, we hear no respiratory sound at 
all in the lower half of the left lung, while over the right lung the respi- 
ration is puerile. About the center of the posterior portion of this ri^t 
lung, there is a limited space where the percussion is somewhat dull, and 
the respiration bronchial. From these physical signs we diagnosticate 
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pleurids with commeDcinff effusioo ou the left side, and pajrtial pBieum^ 
nia upon the right In addition, however, you will observe that there is 
a sibilant and sonorous rhonchus with some mucous rattle heard over all 
the permeable portions of both lungs, indicating general inflammation of 
the bronchial membrane, which br^^itis indeed seemed to be the start- 
ing point of all his thoracic troubles. With a chest thus prolific of signa 
of disease, the prognosis has now become serious, and in forming thia 
prognosis, it is worth while to look for a moment at his general condi- 
tion, and compare it with what it was after the injury. His powers of 
life were then prostrated by sudden shock, now, they are enfeebled by 
long-continued disease, suffering, and confinement In the first instance, 
our object was to rouse him out of his depression, so as to give his vital 
energies an opportunity to react ; but now, our object must be to sup- 
ply anew those energies which are becoming exhausted in the pro- 
tracted conflict To illustrate the difference between the two condiUonSy 
let us suppose a strong, healthy man receives a blow on the testicle or 
in the pit of the stomach : he falls faint and exhausted, and for the mo- 
ment is in a state of deadly feebleness ; he is in a state of nervous 
prostration. Let us suppose another equally vigorous man is put upon 
low diet and bled every day to faintness : at the end of a fortnight this 
man is reduced to a state of actual and extreme debility. Give the first 
man a glass of brandy and water, and in two hours he is as strong as 
ever ; the second man will require weeks of nourishment and care, be^ 
fore he regains what he has lost. Our little patient was in the first con- 
dition, and has recovered from it ; he is now in the second, will he re- 
cover from it? The extent and the threatening progress of the chest 
affection make me fear the worst His age is in his favor. If he were 
35, instead of 12 years old, I should consider his recovery impossible. 
In his treatment, depletion is out of the question. We must return to 
the moderate use of stimulants, whicn have been partly laid aside. He 
takes warm wine- whey and an infusion of senega ; and I applied again, 
yesterday, a blister on the other side, not, however, allowing it to remain 
on long enough to produce full vesication. We endeavor to supply 
him with the most nutritious food which his stomach will receive, 
mainly in the shape of milk preparations and strong broths. In the 
management of the two conditions which I have endeavored to distin- 
guish in the history of our patient, very different indications are pre- 
sented. By thinking over what has been said and what has been done 
in the treatment of tlie primary shock, you will remember that four 
things have been mainly depended upon : 1. Absolute rest 2. The 
supply of artificial, and the promotion of natural, warmth. 3. The ad- 
ministration, in proper quantities, of alcoholic and other stimulants. 
4. The use of anodynes in moderate, but often-repeated doses. In the 
treatment of his present condition of actual debility, we must mainly 
regard, first, the removal of the disease, the haemorrhage, or the exhaust- 
ing cause, be it what it may ; and second, the judicious and careful sup- 
ply of appropriate nourishment, in conjunction with such tonic and stim- 
ulant remedies as may seem necessaiy to rouse and sustain the powers of 
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digestion and aasimilation. What I said before, however, in regard to 
prognosis, I am sorry, on more full examination, to be obliged to repeat, 
that our padent^s chance of resisting his rapidly increasing affections of 
his chest is, in his present condition, exceedingly small. 

(The progress of thoracic inflammation was very rapid, and he died 
Not. 11, 1864.) 



^rntttiiragfi nf $\M\m. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meeting of the Academy was held at the University, Nov. 
Ist, 1864. The President, Dr. J. M. Smith in the chair. Forty Fel- 
lowspresent. The minutes of the last meetiug were read and approved. 

The President announced that he had appointed Dr. B. W. Mac- 
ready to write a Memoir of Dr. J. A. Swett 

The President remarked that, according to the by-laws, this was the 
Anniversary meeting, at which an Oration is to be delivered. 

Dr. Q. Carter^ President of the Board of Trustees, stated, that no 
room could be procured for this evening, which would be agreeable to 
the Orator, Dr. Griscom, and that they had accordingly engaged the 
Lectnre Room of Clinton Hall, Astor place, for Thursday evening. After 
some discussion, Dr. K S. Kissam moved, that when the Academy ad- 

CnSyit adjourn to meet to morrow (Thursday) evening, in the Lecture 
m of Clinton Hall, at 7^, P. M.— Carried. 

The Committee on Admiseione reported through the Secretary that 
they recommended for Fellowship, the following gentlemen, viz. : — 

Dr. S, H. Catlin, 220 Court street, Brooklyn, graduate of Yale Col- 
lege, 1849, proposed by Drs. D. Smith and C. L. Mitchell. 

Dr. John Byrne, 187 Clinton street, Brooklyn, graduate of the Uni- 
Fsrsity, Edinburgh, 1845, and of N. Y. Medical College, 1853, proposed 
by D». Mark Stephenson and W. H. Dudley. 

Dr. R. S. Seaman, 1 4th street, comer of Hudson, graduate of College 
<rf Physicians and Surgeons, N. Y., 1851, proposed by Drs. J. M. Smith 
and Samuel A. Purdy. 

These gentlemen were severally balloted for and elected. 

Dr. Batckelder moved that the report of the Committee on the sub- 
ject of dividing the Academy into sections, be now taken up. — Carried. 

Dr. Warren moved that the report of the Committee be referred to 
a special Committee, for the purpose of proposing alterations in the by- 
laws in accordance with that part of the report which requires it — 
Carried. 

The President re-appointed the ori^nal Committee. 
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On motion, the President and Secretary of the Academy, were added 
to the Committee. 

Dr. c/l Foster offered the following resolutions : — 

Resolved^ That this Academy has learned with profound regret the 
decease of one of its Fellows, Dr. Burritt Sherwood. 

Resolved^ That in the death of Dr. Sherwood, the profession has lost 
a high-minded and honorable brother, who, during his useful career, 
sustained the dignity of his profession, both by the purity of his private 
life, his noble and gentlemanly bearing towards his professional brethren, 
and by his kindness and attention towards his patients. 

Resolved y That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
family of the deceased, as an expression of our sincere condolence with 
them in their affliction. — Carried. 

Dr. Gardner gave notice that, at the next meeting of the Academy, 
he would read a paper on Uterine Hcemorrhage, 

The meeting was then adjourned. 



n. NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Minutes. Bt J. Fostbr Jenkins, M. D., Secretary. 

Regular Meeting, April 26/A, 1864. 

Dr, Clark presented a brain exhibiting osseous plates on the sur- 
&ce of the arachnoid, near the division between the two hemispheres. 
The patient had been in the hospital a month before death, with symp- 
toms of chronic arachnitis. For five months he had been listless, and 
complained of wandering pains. Near his end he became half idiotic, 
speaking but little. The pulse became more frequent, and he died com- 
atose. There was a little serum found under the arachnoid, and nu- 
merous osseous plates on its surface. No albumen could be found in the 
urine until a day or two before death, when a good deal was present 
There was intus-susception of the small intestine, and a small serous cyst 
in one kidney. 

Dr. Clark presented the history of a case of pneumonia of the right 
lung, in which numerous abscesses were found. They were confined 
to a strip from the anterior lidge of the lung backwards, four inches. 
The left lung was oBderaatous, but crepitant throughout 

Dr. Clark also presented a written history of a case of splenization 
of lung, showing by the symptoms during life and the appearances jpo«(- 
mortem that it w, contrary to the opinion of Louis, an inflammatory 
affection. 

Dr, Allin exhibited a brain presenting, as the result of a gun-shot 
wound, an ab^^cess in the right hemisphere, distant from the external 
wound in the forehead, with which it communicated by a sinus three 
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and a half inches. Some of the shot were found in the abscess. The 
patient lived forty days after the injury. 

Dr. Post thought a free opening of the scull was not likely to he 
followed by as severe symptoms as was a narrow opening. 

Mai/ 10th, 1854. 

Dr, Finnell presented a polypus which had been removed from the 
uterus of an unmarried patient, at, 28 yrs., who had uterine or ovarian 
enlargement. Hsemorrhage had recently occurred for the fii'st time, and 
after continuing for three days, led to a vaginal examination. The poly- 
pus was found attached to the anterior lip of the uterus by a pedicle 
four or five inches long. It was twisted oflf by forceps, causing only 
slight haemorrhage. The flooding ceased entirely. 

Dr, Molcomb inquired if polypi might not give rise to flooding, and 
yet be unrecognizable by ordinary methods of exploration. 

Dr, Metcalfe stated that intra-uterine polypi would occasion hsem- 
oarrhage ; and where this was suspected to be the case, dilatation of the 
06 uteri might be resorted to. 

Dr, Finnell exhibited a fatty placenta. The patient, cet, 19 years, 
had been delivered at the eighth month. She had not felt any motion 
of the fostuft for two weeks, and its appearance confirmed the opinion 
that it had been dead for that period. She had previously miscarried 
at the seventh month, with the same condition of placenta. Dr. F. 
inquired if fatty placenta was not most frequently observed when death 
had occurred to the foetus in utero. He had met with fatty placenta 
under these conditions before. 

Dr, Cochrane inquired if fatty placenta did not most frequently in- 
duce abortion in tuberculous patients. 

Dr. Metcalfe thought that, on the contrary, tuberculous patients 
were more likely than others to go to their full time. 

Dr. Finnell exhibited the tibia and femur of a man who had suffered 
amputation at the right thigh for disorganization of the knee joint, a 
larffe abscess also existing in the popliteal region. Opening of the joint 
had been contemplated, but the debility of the patient led to amputation 
in preference ; since which, the patient had been improving. The joint 
contained a cbeesy pus ; the ligaments were broken down ; the articu- 
lating surfjEices of both bones were eroded, as was also a portion of the 
patella. 

Dr. Bauer thought that the weakness of the patient properly pre- 
vented the opening of the joint This operation he thought had often 
received great discredit from being performed on patients too enfeebled 
to bear it ; the parts affected requiring a much longer period for repa- 
ration than simple abscess, rendered great carefulness necessary in mak- 
ing choice of the operation. 

Dr, Cochrane presented portions of the femur and tibia from a boy, 
mt, 15 yrs., who had undergone amputation of the thigh for what Dr. C. 
considered to be tuberculous degeneration of the cancellous structure of 
the femur, probably brought on by previous synovitis. Three years 
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before he had received a slight blow on the inner condyle of the femur. 
This was followed by stiffness and pain in the joint ; and subeec|uent 
inflammation, which, continuing a long time, at last opened the ^inL 
The patient's condition required amputation, which was performed by 
Dr. C. On examination there appeared to have been an attempt at 
anchylosis. There was sub-luxation of the tibia and cancellous degen- 
eration of the femur, the deposits being apparently tuberculous. The 
patient had done well for several days subsequent to the operation, but 
within the last twenty-four hours there has been haemorrhage, apparently 
from the bone. 

Dr. Bauer thought that the tubercular deposit had existed before 
the injury which excited the inflammation about it. 

Dr. Metcalfe exhibited an aneurism of the arch of the aorta taken 
from a man who died of phthisis. Dr. M. stated the coincidence of 
these diseases to be rare. In the heart was found a firm white clot 
which, from its consistence, must have existed ante mortem. 

Dr. Metcalfe exhibited the brain of a man who was brought into the 
hospital in an apoplectic fit, and died in a few hours. Of nis history 
there could only be learned that he had been subject to a rush of blood 
to the head. On examination of the body there was found, at the right 
hemisphere, an effusion under the dura mater of 5 v. of blood. Com- 
municating with it was a small cavity in the substance of the brain, 
lined with false membrane ; indicating previous effusion, though hemi- 
plegia or loss of consciousness had never occurred. A second cavity 
was found near the other. 

Dr. Metcalfe exhibited the intestines of a man who had had peritonitis. 
There were several distinct envelopes of false membrane investing the 
whole bowels, as if the result of successive attacks of peritonitis. The 
intestines were also glued together by effused fibrine. 

May 24tth. 

Dr. BaHer exhibited the left lung and heart of a young man, cet. 19, 
who had died from the effect of a pistol-shot in the chest The ball 
entered the thorax one and a half inches anteriorly to the left nipple, 
between the fifth and sixth ribs, at the point where the bone joins the 
cartilage. Nearly sixty ounces of blood were lost in the first ten min- 
utes. When seen a few minutes after the accident, there was great 
oppression of breathing. The sounds of the heart could not be heard ; 
the pulse feeble and rapid. On the second or third day the lips became 
red ; the pulse stronger; the skin warmer; and the patient felt tolerably 
well. On tl^e third day the external wound was enlarged, which was 
followed by the escape of some old uncoftgulated blood. | xx. or J xxx. 
escaped within a few days, disengaging at last hydro-sulphuric acid ffas. 
The patient died eleven days after the injury. The autopsy showed tnat 
the ball had penetrated the anterior edffe of the lung and the pericar- 
dium, destroying a part of the walls of Uie left auricle, but without pen- 
etrating its cavity ; and had again entered the lung near its root. 
There were fibrinous deposits upon the surface of the heart 
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Ih. IsmacB th<nifbt the amount of haemorrhage great, as mo kurge 
▼eeeel ae«med to he divided* The iq)ecimen waa referred to Dr. ibaacs 
for iBJecdoD* 

Dr. Isaacs narrated the case of a lady who had had phthisis for ser- 
eral yeais^ For four or five months previous to death d^e had suffered 
great pain in the howels. The autopsy showed tubercular uloeration. 
There were eight perforations as large as pigeon-shot. No foecal matter 
was eztravasated, and there was no periUmitis. The mesenteric fflandi 
were enlarged and tuberculous. The lacteal vessels were illed wim tub- 
ercular nuitter. Dr. Isaacs inquired if tubercular ulceration was accom- 
panied by much pain. 

Dr. Meitalfe thought that it was not generally accompanied by 
much. 



CmnnrauiratiflM. 




RECLAMATION. 

Chicago, Nov. 18, 1854. 
To the Editors of the N. Y. Medical Times. 

GsNTLBMEN I — ^In the number of your journal for the present month, 
I notice a communication from Dr. Markoe, in which the following 
passage occurs : ** I must frankly acknowledge, however, that in the main 
and essential idea of inducing union by wounding the opposed surfaces 
of bone, Dr. Detmold has the priority both of suggestion, and execu- 
tion." 

I beg you will allow me through your columns to correct this error. 
Wounding the extremities of bones in such cases, is a process which was 
well known to the anci^its. Sir Charles Bell, in recent times, says 
(Operative Surgery p. 32, 2d edition, 1814), "In one case, I thought 
myself, by observation made on animals, authorized to propose that a 
sharp instrument should be pushed obliquely down upon the bone so as 
to work upon and penetrate the extremities of the bone. By this means 
I imagined the wound made by the passage of the instrument would 
immediately heal, yet the extremities of the bone be so excited as to 
resemble the state of simple fracture, more than can possibly happen 
after cutting down on them, and sawing their ends." 

There is the " suggestion." 

The "execution" was eflFected by Dr. White, of Cherry Valley, New 
York, in 1 81 6, ^or a fracture of the tibia of two years* standing. He 
obtained a union in three months ; Vincent tried it at London, for a 
fracture of the forearm ; this patient died on the third day. Brodie in 
1835, practiced it for a fracture of the leg, in a child five years old, and 
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failed. {Malffaigne, Traiti des Fractures, p. 31 7, 1847.) If I correctlj 
understand Dr. Detmold's method of proceeding, it consisted in making 
an incision down to the fracture, and then boring the bone with a 
common gimlet. 

I am not able to perceive the advantage of this practice over those 
previously adopted. The incision exposes to suppuration ; the gimlet is 
not capable of being made to perforate the compact structure of bone. 
It could only be used in very extraordinary cases, where there is great 
softening. I have perforated the bone in seven cases ; in no instance 
did I find softening to exist I am acquainted with five other cases in 
which this operation has been performed ; in none of them was soften- 
ing noticed. I have examined ten specimens of ununited fracture pre- 
served in different museums, and in no one of these was there perceptible 
sponginess of the ends of bone. 

The operation performed in that manner, is dangerous. In 1850, 1 
cut down upon a fracture of the femur, and perforated the bone with a 
drill. The case was cured, but in reporting it I expressed the opinion 
that it was an operation as severe as re-section. 

In the operation which I now perform I think the danger and uncer- 
tainty of the methods heretofore employed, are obviated ; I trust also to 
have demonstrated by experiment, the principle upon which all such 
operations should be based. 

In regard to the question of priority, I wrote nearly a year ago for a 
publication on this subject, as follows : ** Let no one impute to me the 
pretension of being the first to attempt to institute a similar treatment. 
On the contrary I am proud to acknowledge, that many surgeons of the 
present time have sought to attain the same end." No surgeon at pres- 
ent living could justly claim more. 

I have the honor to be, Messrs. Editors, 

Very respectfully, your Obt Servant, 

D. BRAINARD. 



The following note fi'om Prof. Clark, was received too late for our 
last number, and we give it the earliest possible insertion. 

J)rs. Bulkley d: Adams, 

Gentlemen : — ^In the Times, received to-day, I observe that my name 
appears among those of the " Candidates in nomination for the vacant 
place " in the New York Hospital. If my name is before the Board of 
Governors, I am much obliged to the unknown friend who has paid me 
the compliment of presenting it ; yet it is but justice to myself to say, 
that I do not seek the appointment; that the nomination (merely com- 
plimentary, I suppose), has been made without consultation with me ; 
and that under the present government of Belle vue Hospital, I have 
every reason to be satisfied with the appointment I hold in that institu- 
tion. 

Your Obt. Servant, 
New York, Nov. Ist, 1854. A. CLARK. 
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Academy (f Medicine, Dr. Oriscom's Oration. — The seventh anniveraary 
of tiii^ iastitution was celebrated at the lectare-room of the Mercantile Library 
Association, Astor place, on Thursday evening, November 2d, when an oration 
was delivered by J. H. Griscom, M.D. There was a very large attendance, 
both of citizens and Fellows, the room being filled, and more interest appa- 
rently exhibited, than at any celebration since the Inaugural, by Dr. Francis, at 
the Tabernacle, in 1847, when 2,500 persons were present The orator dis- 
played good judgment in the selection of his theme, being the ** Relations be- 
tween the Public and the Medical Profession.'* He dwelt more particularly on 
the point of the gratuitous services rendered by medical men, in the various 
public charities of our city. His statistics, which we regret not being able to 
refer to at this moment, showed a large debit account on the side of the pub- 
lic, who, for the most part, do not even acknowledge their obligations, but 
practically repudiate them by the support given, in various ways, to irregular 
practitioners. We are happy that the public has had such an opportunity of 
acquiring this information, and hope that it may be to their profit to ponder 
on these things. The discourse cannot fail to be acceptable to the profession, 
and will add to the reputation of its author. 

We must be allowed, however, to notice an important omission, which, we 
donbt not, was entirely accidental. During the two years which have elapsed 
since the last celebration, five of the Fellows have been removed by death : 
Drs. McNeven, Greene, Sherwood, Moore, and Swett These should have re- 
ceived, on such an occasion, at least a passing notice. 

We might also remark upon the inconsistency manifested in the selection, 
by one so well known as a writer ^ on Ventilation," and also Chairman of the 
Committee on Public Hygiene, of a lecture-room which, from its being entirely 
subterranean, is not susceptible of proper ventilation ; but we forbear. 

The Academy having now been presented to the public in six annual cele- 
brations, we respectfully submit, whether it would not be more compatible 
with the dignity of a scientific association to confine itself, on future occasions, 
within its own precincts. Such is the usage of learned societies abroad. At 
the anniversary of the Imperial Academy at Paris, on the occasion of the eu- 
logy pronounced in December last, on M. Orfila, there were but few present 
who were not enrolled as members of that great association. 

New York Society for the Relief (^ Widows and Orphans of Medical Men. 
The twelfth anniversary dinner of this Society came off on Wednesday even- 
ing, at the Astor House. One hundred and twenty, including invited guests, 
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were present, all of whom seemed well-satisfied with the efforts made by the 
stewards for their entertaiDment The chair was taken by the President, 
Isaac Wood, M.D., at a quarter, to eight, P.M., he being supported on his right 
by Rev. Dr. Potts (representing the clerical profession). Rev. Chancellor Fer- 
ris (of the New York University)^ A. B. Le Ban, Esq. (of the legal profession). 
Dr. J. M. Smith (President of the Academy of Medicine), and Dr. A. Gescheidt 
(President of the German Medical Society); on his left, were Vice-President 
Bliss, Mr. Peter Cooper (of the Cooper Union), (he venerMt Dr. J. W. Fran- 
cis, as the reporters style him (the embodiment of the medical prr^fessioo), Dr 
Galen Carter (President of County Medical Society), Edward B. Little, Esq. 
(a benefactor of the Society). Vice-President Anderson, supported by Vice- 
Pres. Camman, and Dr. Thomas Ward, conferred dignity upon the lower table. 
The ornaments of the tables were appropriate to the occasion, and the 
music of Dodworth*s band added its charms to the attractions of the evening. 
We regret that want of space compels us to defer a more extended notice unUl 
our next number; we will only now state, that by benefaction!«,new life-mem- 
berships, and other donations at the dinner, the sum of $1,260 was added to 
the funds in the treasury, already amounting to $16,268. Six lite-members 
constituted themselves benefactors; two individuals (one, a layman) became 
benefactors; two made themselves life-members, and five handed in their 
names is ordinary members. 



!Sihlingraflritol IMm. 



A Systematic Treatise, Historical, Etiological^ and Practical, on the 
Principal Diseases of the interior valley of North America, as they 
appear in the CaucaMan, African, Indian, and Esquimaux varieties 
of its population. By Daniel Drake, M D. Edited by S. Hanbuiy 
Smith, M. D., formerly Professor of Theory and Practice of Medicine 
in Starling Medical Colle^, Ohio, and Francis G. Smith, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Medical Department of Penn- 
sylvania College, Philadelphia. Second Series. Philadelphia : Lip- 
pencott, Grambo <fe Co., Publishers, 1854, pp. 085. 

The friends of American medical literature will hail with pleasure the 
completion of a work which promises to reflect so much credit upon it 
as this truly national enterprise of Dr. Drake, and cannot but regret that 
the life of this talented and devoted member of our profession could not 
have been spared to reap the reward of his labor. The first part of the 
work, published four years since, a thick octavo volume, was devoted 
principally to a consideration of the geographical, topographical, and 
hydrographical characteristics of the great valley of the West, and the 
influence of climate upon the etiology of its diseases, the mixture of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1854.] Bibliographioal Notices. 108 

^ffdrent races, iSrc, d^c. ; and for extent and rariety of informatio*, and 
cleameaA in its deductions, has been surpassed by no work of modem 
times. The present volume, reaching to nearly a thousand pages, treats 
more especially of the diseases of this vast and interesting region of our 
country, and embraces an amount of information, both general and prac- 
tical, which truly astonishes one by its extent and variety, while it 
charms by its systematic arrangement, its clear description of disease, and 
the truly philosophical character of its deductions. Autumnal, yellow, 
and typhus fevers occupy more than half the volume, and are thoroughly 
examined in all their relations, the eruptive and phlogistic fevers occupy* 
ing the remainder. 

A work so extensive, and embracing such a variety of topics, forbids 
any attempt at analysis ; at the same time that its many valuable resum^is 
and conclusions offer temptations to extract which it is difficult to resist 
At this time especially, when the relations of yellow fever to autumnal 
fever are the subject of difference of opinion among some prominent men 
of the profession, we should be happy to transfer to our pages the tabular 
view given by our author of the leading characteristics of these two dis- 
easety extending to no less than twenty-two points in which they differ in 
their gec^raphioal and chronological character, the subjects they attack, 
their symptoms, treatment, pathological anatomy, sequelae, and mortal- 
ity, covering nearly three pages, for which we cannot well find space in 
our present number, but which we may, perhaps, copy at a future time* 
The mortality of jreliow fever, according to statistics collected by Dr. 
Drake, has ranged from one-half, or fifty per cent, to one in twenty-six and 
one-third, or three and eighth^tenths per cent In the Charity Hospital at 
New Orleans, during sixteen years in which the deaths are annually re- 
gistered, 7,263 patients were admitted, of whom 3,635 died, or one out 
of two. Of the whole number of cases from different sources (including 
this hospital), there were 4,023 deaths in 9,349 patients, equal to 43.04 
per cent If the patients of the Charity Hospital are deducted, there are 
2,084 patients and 388 deaths, or 18.8 per cent ; making the mortality 
in private practice to that in the Charity Hospital, as 18.8 to 50 per cent., 
or less than two-fifths. 

Our lamented author was removed by death while preparing this part 
<^ hie great work for the press, and left but a small portion of the manu- 
leript in a condition for the printer. The completion of the task de- 
volved upon Dr. S. Hanbury Smith and Prof. F. G. Smith ; who have, as 
they say, endeavored to present the author as nearly as possible in the 
dress and manner he would have chosen himself; and we should judge 
have been very successful, though, doubtless, not without great labor, as 
might be supposed from the ma^itude of the work. The publishers 
have also done their part well, and we have a volume of whicn we may 
well be prond, and which should have a place in the library of every 
physician in our country. 
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The Transactions of the American Medical Association^ instituted 1847, 
vol. vii. New York : Charles B. Norton, 71 Chambers street, 1854, 
pp. 668. 

The present volume of the Transactions of the Association fsX]& 
behind its immtdiate predecessor two hundred pages in size, and is also 
behind it in point of interest and practical value. The illustrations 
consist of two uncolored engravings and a few maps, and though well 
printed on rather tiner and heavier paper than the previous volumes, 
must have cost less than most of the later ones. 

After the minutes of the last meeting of the Association, held at St. 
Louis, and the address of the Vice-President, Dr. Usher Parsons, of 
Providence, we have the Report of the Committee on Medical Uduca- 
tion, Dr. J. L. Cabell, chairman, and a Report on the epidemics of Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee^ following which is an essay on Erysipelas^ by Dr. 
R. T. Holmes, of St Louis. Next in order is a report by Dr. F. Peyre 
Porcher, of Charleston, S.C, on the Medicinal and Toxicological Proper- 
ties of the Cryptogamic Plants of the United States^ extending over more 
than one hundred pages, which exhibits great research, and contains 
much curious and some useful information. The next papers are a 
Report on the Epidemics of Ohio^ Indiana^ and Michigan^ for the years 
1852-3, by Dr. Geo. Mendenhall, Chairman, and a Report on the Epi- 
demics of Louisiana^ Mississippi^ Arkansas^ and Texas^ in the year 
1853, by Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans ; which are followed by the 
Prize Essay, by Prof. Daniel Brain ard. 

The next paper, containing an Account of the Railroad Disaster at 
Norwalkj Conn., with biographical sketches of those gentlemen {members 
of the Am^er. Med, Assoc.) who lost their lives on that occasion, perpetu- 
ates the history of the sad event which cast such a sudden gloom on 
the profession at the time, and furnishes us with brief sketches of their 
lives. A few remarks by Dr. Linton, before the Association at St Louis, 
on the identity of biliotis and yellow fevers, are next given, and the 
volume closes widi the report of the Committee of Publication and 
Treasurer, catalogue of oflScers and permanent members, Ac 

The report of Dr. Fenner embraces a full account of the epidemic of 
yellow fever, as it prevailed in New Orleans last year, with general 
remarks on the disease, and on its cause, pathology, and treatment, 
which add much interest as well as practical value to the volume. A 
graphic account of the disease as it prevailed at Houston, Texas, is fur- 
nished by our friend Dr. Ashbel Smith, a name, as Dr. F. says, identified 
with Texan history. We have only room to extract from this paper the 
rate of mortality in the practice of Dr. Fenner. Of 137 cases of well- 
marked yellow fever, treated by him in private practice, exclusive of 
those to which he was called in consultation, 19 died. ^ Nine of these 
deaths occurred in cases to which Dr. F. was called at or beyond the 
second day from the atta^ck ; and several were at the close of the third day, 
when there was but little chance for medical treatment The rate of 
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mortality for the whole number was, therefore, 13.86 per cent., or about 
one in seven. Deducting the nine deaths in the advanced stage, there 
were 127 cases and 10 deaths, which is at the rate of 7.87 per cent., or 
one death to not quite thirteen cases. 

The Prize Essay, by Prof. Brainard, is on a new method of treating 
ununited fractures and certain deformities of tlie oa^ams system^Xh^ object 
of it being — 1st, to establish, by experiment, the principles upon which 
the treatment of ununited fractures should be conducted, and to show 
that these principles are applicable to the human subject. 2d, to pro- 
pose a new method of treatment for certain deformities which result 
from true anchylosis, union of fractures in an angular position, rachitic 
curvature, <&c. Plates are added, illustrating the effects of disease and 
also of operations on bones, and showing the instruments used and mode 
of perforating bones, <fec. We must refer to the Essay itself for the par- 
ticulars respecting the mode of treatment reconmiended by Dr. B., and 
the experiments which illustrate the principles upon which his mode of 
proceeding is founded. 

The present volume conies to us bound in cloth, which is an im- 
provement on those of later years, a practice which we trust wiU be 
continued, even if it does add a trifle to the cost. 



f nnttHtit Mlligtna 



CiTT.— iV. y. HospilaL — At a meeting of the Governors, held on the 7th 
lilt, Prof. John T. Metcalfe was appoint^ one of the physicians in place of 
the late Professor Swett 

BeUevue Hospital. — On the 14th alt., Dr. Stephen Smith was elected, by 
an onanimous vote, one of the snrffeons, in place of Dr. J. O. Stone, resignea. 
At the same meeting, a vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. Stone, for his 
long-oontinned and faithful services. 

College of Pharmacy, — Mr. Benjamin Oanavan has been appointed Pro- 
fessor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy, in place of Dr. B. W. M'Cready, 
resigned. Prof. Canavan has also the principal charge of the N. Y. Journal 
of Pharmacy, which, like most of the respectable joumals within our knowledge, 
Is not a soxuce of great profit to its proprietors. 

New Appoiniments,-^pTofessoT John C. Dalton and As8istant>Profes8or 
George T. Elliot, of this city, have been appointed, the former to the vacant 
chair of Physiology and Pathological Anatomy, the latter to the chair 
of General, Descriptive, and Surgical Anatomy, in Woodstock Medical 
College, Vt Prof. B. R. Palmer, late of this institutioB, has been appointed 
to the chair of Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy in the University of Louis- 
ville, and Prof. Alonzo Clark has resigned, with the view of establishinff him- 
self permanently in this city. This college has been re-organized, the Faulty 
now consisting of seven professors ; course to commence on first Thursday 
is March. 

Improved Stethoscope. — ^Dr. Camman, of this city, has invented a new 
stereoscope, which intensifies, to an extraordinary degree, every sound heard 
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in auscultation. Thts intensity is produced by both ears of the observer 
being acted upon at once, and the ear-pieces of the instrument fitting 
tightly into the meatus of both ears, all external sounds are more thoroughly 
cut on, and the mind of the auscultator is thus forcibly drawn to the pheno- 
mena taking place within the thorax. We hope to be able to give a full 
description of this instrument (with drawings) in our next number. 

Health Officer. — Owmg to the political changes produced by the recent 
election for governor, petitions are already in circulation on the part of aspir- 
ants to this lucrative station. We know not that there will be any change, as 
we believe the present incumbent to have faithfully discharged the duties of 
his office. But an office which is said to be worth $27,000 per annum is cer- 
tainly not to be despised, and even the distant prospect of a possible change 
will work up the office-seekers, with their friends, to a mighty effort. 

Dr. J. W, Francis^ at the last meeting of the Historical Society, read a 
most interesting paper " on Reminiscences of Old New York, with its inhabit- 
ants." We are happy to learn that our venerable friend is engaged upon his 
reminiscences of the Old New York Doctors^ which he hopes, ere long, to 
submit to the profession. By common consent, no man is so well qualified 
to perpetuate among us the memory of these illustrious dead. 

Miscellaneous. — Wills Hospilaly Philadelphia. — Dr. Isaac Hays, for more 
than twenty years one of the Surgeons of this Hospital, has resigned. Dr. 
Adinill Hewson has been elected in his plac e. 

Blockley Hospital^ which has for several years been closed to clinicxU in- 
struction, has been re-opened. Drs. H. H. Smith and D. H. Agnew, ConsiUling 
Surgeons ; Drs. J. L. Ludlow and Caspar Morris, Physiciam ; Dr. Campbell, 
Resident Physician, 

Pennsylvania HospitaL — Of 200 amputations upon 196 patients, performed 
during the twenty years from 1830 to 1850, at the Pennsylvania Hospital, 148 
•.vere cured, and 48 died. Of this number, 49 were under 20 years of age, of 
whom 45 were cured and 4 died ; 56 were between 20 and 30, of whom 29 
were cured and 18 died; 37 were between 40 and 50, of whom 24 were 
cured and 13 died; 5 were upwards of 50, of whom 4 were cured and 1 
died. 

The Washington College buildings, at Baltimore, were offered for sale on 
27th November, under a decree in e<iuity. 

Dr. Daniel Brainard has been appointed Surgeon of the Marine Hospital at 
Chicago, in the place of Charles A. Helmuth, M. D., removed. 

Dr. J. P. Gray, now Superintendent of the New York State Lunatic Asy- 
lum, has been appointed Superintendent of the Michigan State Hospital for the 
Insane, at Kalamazoo. 

Surgeon J. M. Cuyler, of the United States Army, who has for the last five 
years been stationed at West Point, New York, has been ordered to Fort Leav- 
enworth, Missouri. His friends in this city will much regret the change. 

As illustrating the early proficiency of the late Dr. W. J. Burnett, in his 
medical studies, it is stated that when only twenty-two years of age he deliv- 
ered, at the Medical College in Augusta, Geo., a successful course of lectures 
on microscopic anatomy; and in his twenty-third year wrote an essay which 
received the prize from the American Medical Association, though open to the 
competition of the whole medical profession. 

Dr. J. F. Peebles, of Pittsburg, has. become associate editor of the Virginia 
Medical and Surgical Journal, and Pro£ N. S. Davis has succeeded Prof, iler- 
rick, as senior editor of the Northwestern Medical and Surgical Journal. 
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A physician who has had much experience in the treatment of entozoa, says 
that turpentine, if not a specific, is pre-eminent in the materia medica for its 
power in expelling tape-worms from the human body. Turpentine most tho- 
roughly shortens the existence of these repulsive tenants of the intestines. 
They give way before its sickening and destructive properties ; the laws by 
which they live, thrive, luxuriate, and revel, are suspended; they become an 
easy prey to the vital forces, and by the aid of castor-oil are soon, with other 
matters, got rid of. 

The Medical Society of Virginia offers a prize medal of $50 for the best 
essay ^ on Pneumonia,'* to be presented before March, 1855. 

The Boylston premiums for 1 854, of $60 each, have been awarded to Silas 
Dnrkee, M. D., of Boston, for the best dissertation ** on the Constitutional 
Treatment of Syphilis," and to Geo. H. Lyman, M. D., *« on the Non-Malignant 
Diseases of the Uterus." Question for 1855 is, ** on the Diagnosis of the Dis- 
eases of the Urinary Orffans;" and for 1856, 1. " The Nature and Treatment of 
Asiatic Cholera;" 2. " The Nature and Treatment of Aneurism by Anastomosis." 

At a meeting of citizens of Savannah, on the 14th October, the mayor pre- 
siding, a service of plate was presented to Drs. Redwood and HamUton, of 
MobOe, and Dr. Cross, of New Orleans, in token of gratitude for their services 
during the late epidemic. 

American ErUerprise,— On 25th August, 1854, Dr. J. T. Talbot, of Boston, 
attended by four guides and four porters, ascended Mont Blanc from Cha- 
mouni, passing the first night at the Grand Mulets (a barren rock), reaching 
the summit at twenty minutes past 12, on the 26th, 15,744 feet above the 
level of the sea. Here they remained five minutes, and then descended to the 
Grand Mulets, returning to Chamouni on the third day, at 4, P.M. Dr. 
Talbot is, we believe, the second American physician who has ever reached the 
summit of Mont Blanc ; Dr. J. Van Rensselaer, late of this city, having prece- 
ded him, in 1821 or '22. When it is considered that, for the last mile the as- 
cent is up an almost perpendicular wall of icsj cut out in zigzag paths by the 
guides, it is seen to be no ordinary feat The only unpleasant symptom expe- 
rienced by Dr. Talbot was, a disposition to sleep during the last mile, and an 
inflammation of the eyes. There was not the usual difficulty in respiration. 
Fifty-two travelers have accomplished it, and we have thought it worthy of a 
record. 

New York Graduates. Army Surgeons, — By the returns from the Sur- 
geon-GeneraPs office we learn, that since 1850, four graduates from the Uni- 
versity Medical College, two from the College of Physicians, and one from the 
Thirteenth Street Medical College, have been received as assistant army sur- 
geons. From the Navy Medical Bureau we have not been able to learn the 
names of the institutions where the successful candidates have graduated. 



faritt. 



Domestic. Weekly Mortality. City.— For the week ending October 28th, 
1854, 478 : — consumption, 45; apoplexy, 5 ; cholera, 24; cholera infantum, 16; 
dysentery, 20 ; diarrhcea, 26; pneumonia, 25; croup, 9 ; scarlet fever, 8; con- 
vulsions, 33; typhoid fever, 7. For the week endmg November 4th, 399: — 
consumption, 49; apoplexy, 8; cholera, 17; cholera infantum, 7; dysentery, 
17 ; diarrhcea, 20 ; pneumonia, 17 ; croup, 9 ; scarlet fever, 13 ; convulsions, 
35 ; typhus fever (including ♦* typhoid ") , 10. For the week ending November 
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11th, 404: — apoplexy, 7; consumption, 61; cholera, 5; cholera infantom, 3; 
dysentery, 12; diarrhoea, 11 ; pneumonia, 13; croup, 10; scarlet fever, 8 ; con- 
vulsions, 36; typhus fever (including ** typhoid "), 9. For the week ending 
November 18th, 356: — apoplexy, 2; consumption, 45; cholera, 2; dysentery, 
10; diarrhcea, 10; pneumonia, 17; croup, 9; scarlet fever, 14; convulsions, 
29 ; typhus fever (including ** typhoid "), 12. For the week ending November 
25th, 359 : — apoplexy, 6 ; consumption, 57 ; cholera, 2 ; dysentery, 8 ; diar- 
rhoea, 9; pneumonia, 21 ; scarlet fever, 11 ; convulsions, 38 ; typhus fever (in- 
cluding "typhoid"), 8. 

The total number of deaths in the city and county of New York for the 
39th, 40th, 41st, 42d, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46th, and 47th weeks of the current 
year was 3,792, a diminished mortality of 3,871 compared with the number 
dying in the previous nine weeks. The corresponding decrease last year was 
487. 

Meteorological Summary, continued from October. — The mean temperature 
for the 43d, 44th, 46th, 46th, 47th weeks of 1854 was 49^^. Mean tkia-point 
below air temperature for the same time, 9^. 

Mean temperature for the same time last year, • - 49^' 

*' dew-point below air temperature same time last year, - 8^^ 
** temperature, same time, eight years, - - . - 49^ 

4i inches of rain fell upon a level in 1854. 

3i " a u u in 1553, 

3i ^ " mean for same time last eight years. 

[Foreign Varia crowded out.'] 



Personal. — We regret that, owing to the negligence of the carrier, some 
of our subscribers were not supplied with the November number before the 
7th ult, though it was issued punctually on the 31st October. We have taken 
measures to prevent a recurrence of this delay in the distribution. 



MARRIED. 

At Westerly, R.L, the 26th October, J. D. B. Stillman, M. D., of New 
York, to Mary G. Wells, of Westerly, R. I. 



OBITUARY HOTICES. 

At Corpus Christi, Texas, on October 20th, of yellow fever, George F. 
Turner, M. D., Surgeon U. S. Army. 

On 3d November, Dr. Alfred Cook, of this city, <£i. 48. 

On 5th November, at Newburgh, Anna, relict of Dr. Valentine Seaman, of 
New York, <Rt. 83. 

At Boonton, N. J., in September, Geo. D. Dajp^get, M. D. 

At Chicago, in October, W. J. Aikin, M. D., u^rmerly of Albany. 

At Augusta, Ga,, on 16th Nov., of yellow fever, James D. Mackie, M. D. 

At Newark, N. J., on 20th November, Wm. Turk, M.D., Surgeon U. S . 
Navy. He entered the service in 1800, and was the oldest but two on the Ibt. 

October 30th, Baron John Von Britton, M. D., of St Thomas, W. l^tct. 70. 

In London, of cholera, on 29th September, Geo. Leith Roupell, M.D., 
senior surgeon to St Bartholomew's Hospital, one of the most eminent and 
accomplished practitioners of London. 

Near Sebastopol, of cholera, Dr. R. J. Mackenzie, a distinguished surgeon 
of the British Army, <ct, 35. 
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a O^^eettt^ end. e Hi/t^e joint. 
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dOnginal CmranttnWintiB. 

Case of Strangulated Femoral ffemia, containing Ovary and Fallopian 
Tube, — Operation. — Recovery. Bj Willaed Parkbr, M. D., Pro- 
fessor of Surgery in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York. 

Mkssrs. Editors : 

I beg leaye to place at your disposal the account of a noyel and 
interesting case which recently fell under my observation. 

Very truly yours, 

WiLLABD Parkeb, M. D; 

On the 31st of October, 1854, I was called on to visit Miss F ,. 

in consultation with Dr. W. 

I obtained the following history of the case : — ^Miss F , aged 

69, had always been in perfect health, except at times she had suffered 
from dyspepsia, and had been annoyed by a hernia on the right side* 
This hernia had existed for many years. She had attempted to keep the 
parts in place by means of a truss, but had failed to accomplish it. The 
hernia had always been reducible, and she had usually succeeded in 
replacing the protruded mass. About two years ago, she failed to put 
the parts back, became sick at the stomach, and called for her family 
physician ; who, after a while, effected a reduction, and she soon became 
comfortable. 

The patient had now been suffering for three days ; she had nauseit 
and vomiting, but without dejections ; the abdomen was flat, skin cooI» 

VOL. IV. KG. 4. 10 
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tongue moist, pulse small, 90 beats in a minute. The tumor was 
liard, the size of an English walnut, and tender at its neck, under Pon- 
partes ligament Dr. W. stated, that yesterday he put the patient under 
the full influence of chloroform, and succeeded by firm pressure in re- 
ducing the tumor, but no relief was manifested. On moving or making 
a slight muscular effort, the swelling reappeared. I thought of ** reduc- 
tion en fMLSBe,^ 

I now tried toarw, but failed with the force she would allow me to 
employ. She was then put into a state of profound anesthesia ; and I 
again made trial of reduction. I could push the whole tumor under 
I\)upart's ligament, but it would seem to bound back. It was now 
decided to operate. I cut down, and exposed the falciform process of 
the fascia lata, divided it freely, and then att^npted to reduce, without 
opening the sac, but could not succeed. I could push sac and all up. I 
proceeded to open the sac : it contained some dark fluid and a small loop 
ef intestine, which was also dark, but not gangrenous. lo attempting to 
explore the neck of the sac with the finger, it receded ; and to prevent it 
from slipping back into the abdomen beyond my reach, I passed a ten- 
aculum into the sac, and gave it in charge of an assistant. The neck 
was very firm around the strangulated parts, and seemed not more than 
half an inch in diameter. 

I divided it freely, and drew down the intestine that I might under- 
stand the condition of it ; finding all right, the loop was restored. I 
found somethiog left behind that was dark, shreddy, and vascular, 
adherent by a small band to the side of the sac. I saw it was not 
omentum, and concluded it might be the product o( some former inflam- 
mation. 

I concluded to dissect away the mass ; it bled, and I carried a lig- 
ature around the whole When I drew upon the ligature, there came into 
view the ovary : this demonstrated to my mind that the strange portion 
I had taken away, was the fimbriated extremity of the fallopian tube, 
I pushed back the ovary and the remainder of the tube, brought the 
parts together by suture, applied the graduated compress with the single 
spica bandage. The patient was put and kept fully under the influence 
of morphine. After four days an enema was administered, and the 
bowels were moved. A rapid recovery ensued. 

In consulting authorities in regard to this anomaly, I find no parallel 
case ; but Dr. G. F. Elliot has furnished me with a case from the Gazette 
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M6dica1e, for February, 1843, in which the Csesarean section was per- 
formed upon the uterus, occupying a hernial sac ^ Patient was 44 years 
old, mother of seven children, had suffered for many years from a reduci- 
ble inguinal hernia of right side, which during her previous pregnancies 
had caused her great annoyance. At the Btxth month of her eighth 
pregnancy, the hernia became strangulated, but by emollient and cold 
iqifdications it was reduced, followed, howeyer, by severe abdominal 
pains. Soon after, the uterus suddenly presented at the inguinal ring, 
in the hernial sac, forming a tumor of 8 inchee in length by 6 in cir- 
cumference. The patient remained in bed, and went on to the fall 
term. Labor commenced, the os dilated, and the waters escaped per 
vaginam ; the tumor at the time being twenty-five inches in circumference 
by twenty-three in length. The Caesarean section was then practiced, 
dividing the sac and uterine wall ; the placenta presenting, the operator 
introduced his hand and delivered a well-formed living infant. Patient 
died on the third day after, of peritonitis or haemorrhage. On postmor- 
tem, there was a large quantity of blood in the abdominal cavity ; the 
inguinal canal was so dilated that the open hand could easily be intro- 
duced, and the colon was found detached, and filling the cavity of the 
nc" The editor of the Gazette severely censures the conduct of the 
operator in not reducing the uterus when it first escaped, as mi^t hilve 
been done ; and also in not waiting longer than three hours before per- 
forming the section — a complete hysterocele being not incompatible 
with the spontaneous termination of labor. I find also that Mr. Vel- 
peau, in the second volume of his Traits des Accouchements, mentions a 
case by M. Saxtorph, in which the uterus at term occupied a femoral 
hernia, and was spontaneously delivered. In another case by Frank, the 
uterus protruded through the linea alba. Flamant cites a case compli- 
cating umbilical hernia. 



(kue of Spontaneous Rupture of the Bladder — Extravasation of Urine 
into the Cellular Tissue between the Bladder and Walls of Abdomen 
— Operation — Recovery, By A. V. Williams, M. D., late Physi- 
cianin-Ohief toWard's Island Hospital, <fcc., ^c 

William MaccuUah, aged 82 years, a man of spare habit of body, 
but of great endurance, has for several years labored under stricture of 
the urethra, with frequent desire to urinate from irritability of the blad- 
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der. He states that on several occasions, be has been unable to pass 
any water for sereral hours. On Hie 9th day of June, 1854, 1 was 
called to see him, when he stated that he had not passed any urine for 
two da3rs ; that thki morning, when making a violent effort to do so, he 
felt something give way in his belly, and '^felt a snap ;'' since which he 
has felt no desire to urinate, but the '^ain is very great over the belly. 

I endeavored to pass a catheter into the bladder, but found it impos- 
sible to do so. £b was put in a warm bath, a large anodyne adminis- 
tered, and a warm poultice applied over the abdomen. 

June 10th. He slept some last night, but otherwise remains in 
the same state, except that the abdomen was not swollen. I could not 
make any other diagnqria than that some portion of the bladder had 
given way when he felt the ''snap;'' and that the effusion of urine into 
the cavity of the abdomen accounted for the subsidence of the desire to 
make water, and also caused the other symptoms. 

I requested Dr. Willard Parker to meet me, who, on examinationt 
concurred with me as to the nature of the case, and of its desperate 
character. 

On consultation, we agreed that the only chance for the man (and 
that a very small one), was to open the abdomen above the pubis, cut 
into the bladder, and pass a catheter, if we could, from within out 
through the penis, and re-establish a passage in that way. 

To cut into the bladder from th^ perineum was useless, as the effu- 
sion was above the pelvic fascia ; and a puncture through the rectum 
was impracticable, as the bladder was empty, and could not be felt 

The case was fully stated to the patient, who requested me to '^ cut 
away." 

After shaving the pubis, I made an incbion about four inches long, 
from the pubis upward in a line with the linea alba, dividing the fibres 
of the pyramidalis ; then very carefully divided the tendon beneath, and 
with a director dilated it freely. The urine flowed out abundantly from 
the wound. There was but little hatoorrhage. The bladder was deep, 
and firmly contracted behind the pubis, and so altered in appearance 
that it could not be recognized as that organ. I pushed up the peri- 
neum with one finger, whilst Dr. Parker, with a hook drawing up the 
bladder, I punctured it with a bistouiy ; ou dilating this opening with 
the finger, the internal surface was found corrugated and thickened. 
The opening into the urethra could not be felt, so that the original 
design of forcing a passage from within outwards, could not be done. 
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Whilst my fioger was retained in the bladder, Dr. Parker accordingly 
paaeed a grooved sound into the penis, down to the strictured part, and 
forced it forward until the point was felt by my finger through the 
thickened, coats of the bladder, which were so tough I could not tear 
it with the nail, but cut upon the end of the sound, with a probe- 
pointed bistoury, carefully passed along the finger. 

The wound made in the abdomen was brought together by a single 
suture ; a catheter introduced through the false passage made into the 
bladder, a lai^ anodyne given to the patient, and he placed in bed as 
soon as the operation was completed ; he felt greatly relieved, and soon 
fell asleep. 

June 11th. The patient says he feels pretty comf(»rtable ; he only 
complains of the general soreness of the belly. The urine flows from 
the wound, and also from the catheter. 

June 12th. Had a bad night; pulse, 130; abdomen tender; urine 
flows as yesterday ; bowels not opened ; vomits a green matter ; skin 
hot ; but says '' he shall get well,'' which opinion he stuck to through- 
out. Gave him opium grs. iij., with calomel grs. viij., and directed a 
pill of calomel gr. ij. and opium \ gr. to be given every two, three, or 
four hours, according as he is restless ; diet accordingly, with poultice to 
abd<Hnen. 

June 12th. Passed a more comfortable night; the vomiting has 
ceased; bowels freely purged; pulse, 130; abdomen tender; wound 
healing above the suture, whilst the urine flows from the lower part 
above the pubis, and through the catheter ; continue the calomel and 
opium every four hours. The constant dribbling of the urine over the 
scrotum has produced excoriation, which annoys the patient more than 
his other troubles. This was relieved by simple cerate, and the parts 
protected from the urine by an oiled-silk bag. 

June 13th. Patient attacked with violent hiccough, from which he 
sofifers dreadfully. This symptom caused great distress, and continued 
without intermission for an entire, week. Nothing seemed to do any 
good, uid all remedies for it were abandoned, except a pill of opium 
three or four times a day ; the calomel was omitted on account of his 
gums being s<Mre. The symptoms of peritonitis are subsiding. 

June 2l8t. The subsidence of the hiccough was a great relief. The 
patient began to show his sufierings. Beef-tea and milk punch were 
<Mdered, and a general supporting regimen was followed thi*oughout the 
lenudnder of the treatment, with quinine. 
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A slough came out of the wound above the pubis, about tiie size of 
a pullet's egg, leaving a clean, granulating sore, which healed kindlj. 
On the 27th day after the operation, the wound had entirely closed, and 
the urine passed through the penis in a fuller stream than it has done 
for years. Hie patient entirely recovered, and engaged in his laboring 
business as a journeyman butcher. 

I am not aware that a case similar to this is recorded ; cases occa- 
sionally occur of ruptured bladder from external violence, which have 
always proved fatal. Will not the result of this case justify in them a 
similar operation above the pubis, to allow the escape of the eztravasated 
urine? 

In recording this case I should fail in my duty, did I not acknowl- 
edge the able assistance rendered during the operation by Professor 
Willard Tarker. 



Carcinoma of the Bladder. By W. K. Brown, M. D., of Brooklyn, L. I. 

As cases of cancer of the bladder, though not of very rare occurrence, 
havejbeen but seldom reported in the journals, the following account may 
not be without interest 

The patient, a clergyman, fifty-six years of age, stout-built, muscular, 
of high nervous temperament, ener^tic, active, and abstemious, had 
enjoyed tolerable health until within the two years previous to November, 
1858, when I first saw him professionally, and but once. His complaints 
then were general debility, loss of appetite, much flatulence, dull pain in 
the back, especially on the region of the kidneys ; caUs to pass water 
very frequent, but without pain or straining. Urine feebly acid, coagu- 
lable by the usual tests, and containing fluid blood, with small cylindric 
coagula — specific gravity not noted. Informing him that he probably 
had congestion of the kidneys, and would be injured rather than im- 
proved by the stimulating diuretics which he seemed disposed to make 
i]Se of^ I took my leave ; nor did he again come under my observation 
until the 18th of October last, when the following symptoms were 
noted : no pain on the region of the kidneys, even on pressure ; dull 
pain deep in the left pelvis and over the pubis ; and a most violent, 
agonizing paroxysmal pain opposite the sacrum and last lumbar 
vertebra, which he deacribed by the terms, cutting, wrenching, as if the 
bones were being torn asunder. He had passed two and a half pints of 
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mine in the preceding twenty-four hoars ; a unall quantity only at once, 
and with great straining and pain, which he ref^v to the neck of the 
bladder and urethra. Under the microscope the urine shewed blood disoa, 
oil globules, crystals <^ the triple phosphate, and epithelial scales. At 
this time there are neither pus nor mucous corpuscles to be seen ; specific 
gravity 1026. On examination per rectum, the tissues anteriorly so far as 
they could be reached by the finger, were found to be of almost schirroos 
hardness, induding the prostate, the limits of which were not well de- 
fined ; pulse 80 — ^no fever ; appetite and digestion good. He had been 
sounded for calculus some months before, but withoi^ discovering any. 

On carefully considering all the circumstances of the case, I con- 
cluded that the afiection of the kidneys, of whatever nature it might be, 
was of but little importance compared with the later and more fcHinidA- 
Ue disease of the bladder. Nor could I imagine that the patient's 
extreme sufferings could be due to a simple cystitis, acute or chnniic ; the 
duration of the disease in the one case, and the absence of mucus in the 
urine in the other, with the remarkable induration of the posterior waU 
iA the bladder, forbidding such a supposition. Reserving for the time 
an opinion as to the exact nature of this disease of the bladder, the 
(ffesent and pressing indication was to relieve the patient's sufferings, it 
being obvious that tmless they were mitigated, he could not long 
survive. Ordered a large poultice of ground flaxseed to the lower part 
of the abdcMuen for the night, and twenty drops of Majendie's Solution. 

October 22d. — ^Patient, who was so dull and desponding yesterday, 
is animated and cheerful to-day — ^has had, for him, a good night— slept 
two hoars without beii^ disturbed, and passed water not nKure than 
four of five times, instead of fifteen to twenty, as he has done for many 
previous nights — thinks the morphine will cause him headache and loss 
of appetite. A suppository, of belladonna and morph. sulph. was now 
substitated, poultices and fomentations continued, and infus. calumbo 
witib nitric acid ordered. To assuage the lumbar pain, a liniment of chloro- 
form and tinct of aconite was directed ; diet to be generous, with light 
wine, if desired. 

Nov. 1st Though the patient has been well supported by a good 
diet, and his pains controlled by opiates, his strength has visibly 
deohned. Puke 90 and weak ; slight subsultus — ^hemorrhage irom. the 
bladder, amounting to more than a half-pint in the last twenty-four 
hoars ; all the vrater passed contains blood in almost equal proportion. 
Urine is neutral : contains pus globules and crystals of triple phosphate. 
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with a few large oil globules. Oomplaing less of lumbar pain, bat 
suffers intensely from pain referred to the fundus of the bladder, and 
perineum. Considering the disease to be a bleeding jfungus of the 
bladder, and therefore utterly incurable, the palliatire treatment only 
was continued, and an attempt made to moderate the haemorrhage 
by gallic acid in mucilage, fiye grains cTery two hours, but without 
effect 

Nov. Sd. Dr. G, Buck, of New York, now saw the patient in consulta- 
tion, and considered it a case of cancer of the bladder. Gallic acid, 
tinct. ferri, sesquichlorid. and other styptics, having failed to stop the flow 
of blood, resort was had to an alum injection into the bladder, 3 j* to a 
pint of tepid water ; injection gave no great pain, but decidedly mode- 
rated the flow of blood, which soon after nearly disappeared. 

Nov. 8th. About this time, patient was seen by a medical friend of 
the fEunily, who considered the case to be an ^^ acute, supervening on a 
chronic inflammation of the bladdeo-," and advised the application of 
leeches, ^c, ^c. From this time the patient n^idly declined, and on 
the morning of the 18th, when my attendance ceased, it was evident 
that he could not continue more than three or four days. He expired 
on the 2dd. 

Autopsy. — ^Forty hours after death. Present, Drs. Wendell, Parker, 
Bulkley, Ball, Enos, and others. External appearance of body natural, 
but rather sallow, fat on the abdominal walls about one and a half inches 
thick. The bladder extends to within an inch and a half of the um- 
bilicus, bring distended with eight or ten ounces of old and some^riiat 
bloody urine. The coats were thickened, and the inner surface was of a 
dark brown or blackish color, except a spot (five inches in diameter, 
when the bladder was laid open) embracing the orifices of the urethra, and 
of both ureters. This spot was circular in shape, with a well-defined and 
elevated margin, and presented a surfiace composed of soft and raggedly 
uneven elevations and depressions. Four-fifths of this spot were of a 
dark-bluish gray color, and the other fifth was of a dirty cream colour 
or drab. 

The left kidney was about half the natural size, and was lobulated 
like a cirrhosed liver. Its capsule was opaque and thickened, and several 
of the pyramids were obliterated; the cortical portion nearly gone, 
being less than a line in thickness. The mucous membrane lining the 
pelvis was opaque, and very much thickened, the whole showing the efiects 
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of former inflammation. The right kidney was diseased in a similar 
manner, but not so extensiyely. 

Tlie spleen was quite small. The rectum was somewhat involved with 
the bladder, which was adherent also to other surrounding parts. 

The microscope revealed, in the fungus of the bladder, the ordinary 
cancer cell of the encephaloid variety. 

December 20, 1854. 



Case of Chronic Pemphigus. By J. C. Halsby, M. D. 

To THs Eduors op the N. Y. Medical Times : 

Gentlemen — ^Pemphigus being comparatively rare, and the follow- 
ing case having been one of marked character and very severe, a report 
of it may prove of interest to your readers. 

Mrs. H ^ aged 40 years, of previous good health, and subject to 

only one form of cutaneous disease, namely lichen, affecting principally 
the back of hands and fingers, and sometimes alternating with infiam- 
BMtion of the mucous sur&ces, was attacked with the latter disorder 
in the mouth, in September, 1853. It proved very obstinate, and did 
not disappear until the. development of the affection of the skin to be 
described presently. As another antecedent, it ought to be mentioned 
that the general tone of her system had been depressed by external 
caoses operating during the year previous to the attack. The membrane 
of the mouth was florid, with tender and spongy state of the gums, and 
aflfected with white ulcers on the inner side of the cheeks and lips, look- 
ing like small curds. The worst spot was on the inside of upper lip, and 
eorresponding gum. An odor, not easy to be described, accompanied 
this disease, and was unlike any which I have hitherto observed. The 
inflammation varied very much, not only from day to day, but from one 
hour to another ; and the fetor varied in strength directly with the in- 
tenrity of the excitement of the surface. The treatment was the usual 
one for stomatitis, but met with small success. 

The first appearance of pemphigus was about the Ist of January, 1854, 
when an isolated blister, three -fourths of an inch in diameter appeared, 
wlBch was followed by a second, three weeks later. A fortnight later 
still, numerous small ones appeared on the back of hand and fingers, 
followed, as to some extent in other parts, by swelling of the surround- 
ing int^^ments. At a still later period, it attacked the front of neck 
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and chest) and the abdomen. Many of thoee in the neok were filled 
with blood, and the size of the bli&tere in all the parts yaried from 
the smalleet conoeivable to those which were one inch in diameter. 
While these were healing, the skin of the aims was attacked, and subse- 
quently almost every part of the surfiM^e of the body ; even the thick 
integuments of the palms and soles were raised by numerous bulls. On 
the scalp they seemed to be abortive, but it was not without evidence of 
a tendency to their formation. Some of the bulls contained sero-puru- 
lent matter. The membrane of the mouth and pharynx, as the former in- 
flammation subsided, was detached in spots to the extent of half an inch 
in diameter, and the cavities filled with blood. In the course of the com- 
plaint every aspect of the limbs was visited, and also the trunk and the face ; 
but in this latter situation the bulls were not very numerous. Pendants 
were occasionally seen hanging from chin, ears, ^., half an inch in vertical 
length. In every part, they commonly formed during sleep, and often 
were very rapidly developed. Once during a sleep of an hour's dura- 
tion, the first enjoyed for a number of days, a large number of small cd- 
lections of serum were scattered over the face, looking as if the natural 
perspiration had raised the cuticle. The disease reached its height in 
April, and on some days of that month, from one to two hundred blisters 
might be seen at one time in every stage of progress, mostly isolated, 
but sometimes in clusters, and of small size, like eczema. In the first 
instance, they appeared in an apparently sound skin ; but succeeding 
crqw came out upon an infiamed surface. The largest were so painful 
as to wake the patient, if asleep, and require inmiediate evacuation. 
The contents of the bulls, with the exceptions mentioned above, were 
perfectly limpid perum, which always gave, on so testing it, a pur;de 
tinge to litmus paper. The smaller blisters dried up without inter- 
ference ; and the larger ulcerated, and the surrounding skin was infiamed. 
A very troublesome itching, it should have been mentioned, preceded 
the other symptoms, and continued to afiect the skin everywhere 
throughout the whole course of the disease. New blisters ceased to 
form in June. 

The constitutional symptoms were fever, occasional and so slight as 
to be hardly discoverable, debility, emaciation, restleesness, and for a short 
time violent jerking of the limbs, but only during sleep. There was 
also an odor simiUir to that which accompanied the sore mouth. The 
appetite for food was good throughout, and part of the time was vora- 
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The alyine evaouatioas were natural, the urine turbid, but on 
eKamination was found to contain only the comnK>n lithates. 

During part of the month last named, the condition of the patient 
was lamentable, and apparently desperate ; ^e disease did not seem to 
haye reodved a check ; an immense number of new blisters were appear- 
ing ; the skin where ulcers had healed, was the seat of a new crop of 
balls ; the body was wasted, and every part of the 8ur£EU)e sore from ulcer- 
ation. The efiiision of serum was so great as to make a change of linen 
necessaiy more than once during each night, and oftener still by day, 
and the strength was becoming greatly reduced by this great drain of 
the Teesels. Nervous restlessness was superadded to the distressing train 
of symptoms, and violent spasmodic action of the limbs in sleep required 
that they should be held by an attendant, to prevent injury. 

The diagnosis was not made until the disease manifested itself in the 
hands, when the patient was put upon the use of quinine, with sulphuric 
aoid, and nutritious diet So much prostration ensued as the disease 
progressed as to make stimulants and animal and other concentrated food 
important During the continuance of the acid treatment, she used bee^ 
^ggs, custard, and similar articles, also wine, ale, or brandy daily. 

Soon after the commencement of this conrse of treatment, Dr. Bulk- 
ley visited her with me, and continued to aid me by his counsel during 
the remaining stages of the complaint. By his advice the compound 
tinoture of gentian was substituted* for the quinine, and the nitro-muri- 
atic Ux the other acid. This was followed up for two months without 
decisive effect, although in April there was some amendment ; but before 
this was quite certain, the acid was discontinued, and Fowler's Solution 
was administered, and continued for three weeks. Improvement was 
now more manifest The other alterants tried to some extent at previous 
periods, but without favorable effect, were tinct. mur. ferri, sulphur, tar^ 
taric add, and sup. tartr. potass. ; also occasionally mercurial cathar- 
tics. In May, animal food and stimulants were suspended, and the diet 
changed to one of vegetables and fruits. 

The local management consisted of evacuating the contents of the 
large bullsB by careful puncture, and dressing with mild ointments, 
ehieflj those made with oxyde of zinc. The mouth was immediately 
^ improved by the use of a wash of oreasote. To allay inflammation, heal 
ulcerations, relieve the distressing pruritus, and check effusion, there 
were employed, at different periods, hot water, cold water, spirits and 
water, inifusion of oak bark, and tannin in the form of ointment. Of 
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these, the first named relieved best the itching, while bandages with cold 
water improved the ill-conditioned nlcers more than any other one ap- 
plication. 

In all respects, there has been improvement since April. During 
part of the summer, no medicine has been employed, and vegetable and 
fruit diet pretty rigidly observed. In October, a few solitary blisters 
appeared, also a papular eruption, with itching, on the lower limbs. This 
continues in the present month (November), although Uie general health 
is entirely established. There is also a very delicate and tender condi- 
tion of the skin in these parts. The only constitutional treatment this 
fall, has been the use of nitric acid and a solution of tartrate of potash. 

In reviewing the treatment of this case, the change from the acid- 
tonic to the arsenical solution, just at the time it was made, is to be 
regretted, inasmuch as we are left in doubt to which of the agents we 
are indebted, if to either, for the favorable changes which occurred. 
The first, however, had been persevered in for a long time, and had not 
answered expectations ; and dealing, as we were, with a malady the eti- 
ology and management of which are not well understood, the alteration 
seemed called for. Authorities had been examined, and according to them, 
the tonic-acid treatment was the most reliable; but since the occur- 
rence of this, a resum6 of cases of pemphigus has been published, estab- 
lishing the arsenic as the most reliable remedy. If called to treat the 
disease again, I should first give a ttial to it, resorting to the add-tonic 
plan in case of failure of the other ; and if the low condition of the pa- 
tient did not call for animal food and stimulants, as it did here, I should 
employ vegetable diet and acids of either class. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

Brooklyn, Nov. 29^A, 1864. J. C. HALSEY. 



CoBe of Malformation and Displacement of Organs. By Stxphkn 
Wood, M. D. 

To the Editors of the Medical Times : 

Should the following anomalous case be deemed of sufficient import- 
ance for publication in your valuable and interesting Monthly, please 
give it an insertion. In this case we have exhibited another of those 
nngular freaks which nature is now and then playing, wonderful in 
these her defective, as in her most perfect works. 
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The postmortem examination waa undertaken chiefly to satisfy the 
mother as to what might have been the cause of the death of her child^ 
as she had said that "it was smothered in the birth." On this point, 
however, her doubts were entirely removed, after the examination, as 
w^ll as those which her friends might have had, who were present and 
witnessed it 

Very respectfully, etc., 

STEPHEN WOOD. 

At 9^ o'clock P. M., on the 15th inst., I was called to attend the 

wife of J. W , in labor, at No. 37 M St. The head presenting 

favorably, labor was speedily completed. The child — a female — was of 
ordinary size, and externally well formed. It cried for a few moments 
after birth, made several peculiar, convulsive-like attempts at respiration, 
for legitimate respiration it could not be called — but these soon ceased.^ 
On now applying my hand over the region of the heart, or rather where 
pulsation of this organ is usually felt, I could not find any ; but, in 
moving my hand over different portions of the chest, and placing it on 
the right side, I there discovered a strong pulsation a little below, and 
to the right of the nipple of that side. This continued for some fifteen 
or twenty minutes. I now thought it best to try artificial respiration to 
restore life ; and this failing, made use of other means for that purpose, 
but all without effect I then made up my mind that there was serious 
derangement of the thoracic organs, on account of the singular location 
of what appeared to be the cardiac pulsation, and because of the impos- 
sibility of producing natural respiration. 

On postmortem examination of the body next morning, the follow- 
ing was the condition of things. The external surface presented a gen- 
eral livid hue. Internally, I found the heart of usual size, inclosed in 
its pericardium, in the right side, directly under where I had felt the 
beating, and extending from the third to the eighth rib. The lung$ 
were very small, and solid, like liver, lying immediately posterior to the 
heart, and compressed between it and the ribs behind, apparently also 
completely impervious ; these two organs taking up but a portion of the 
right side of the thorax. Commencing at the upper part, and in the 
order enumerated below, the remaining portion of the right, and the 
whole of the left side of the cavity of the chest were occupied by, first^ 
the small intestines ; next, a part of the large intestines; then^ the 
stomach, the gall-bladder ; and lastly, the lower lobes of the liver ; 
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tbis organ, as well as most of the others mentioned, being in an inverted 
position. The remaining part of the liver, and the other portions of the 
large intestines containing meconium, nearly filled the cavity of the 
abdomen. 

The mediasHnum and the left half of the diaphragm were wanting. 
It was through the openings caused by these deficiencies, that the 
abdominal organs mentioned above passed into the chest, and produced 
the displacement of the lungs and heart. The functions of the larynx 
and trachea, from the remarkable situation of the other organs, must 
have been seriously interfered with. 

The death of the child, I suppose, was mainly owing to the fact that 
respiration could not be properly performed — the organs concerned in 
this act being unfitted for their office. But had the lungs been pe^ 
vious to air, it is not probable that, with such general displacement and 
malformation, life would have been much longer maintained. 

189 East Broadway, Wth Mo. ^Qth, 1854. 



J^m^M IRjjmrk 



Surgical Cases treated in the First Surgical Division of Bellevue 
Hospital. By Chas. D. Smith, M. D., Attending Surgeon. Reported 
by Dr. J. B. Murdock, House Surgeon, and Dr. Oswald Warner, 
Senior Assistant 

Fracture of Skull with Depression of Bone ; Trephining, 

Frwin, aged 32, Irish, robust constitution, hackman, admitted Oct. 
16, 1864, at 12, P. M. 

History, — Oct. 16, at Y o'clock P. M., he was struck on the head by 
a cart-rung ; he immediately fell and became insensible. 

When admitted, he was in a comatose condition ; pulse was sofl, open, 
full, and 60 beats in the minute; respiration 12 and stertorous. The 
pupils were dilated. The left was insensible to light Skin was warm. 
Over the left protuberance of the frontal bone, was a large puffy swelling 
of a livid color. There was also some ecchymosis of the upper eyelid 
on that side. At the seat of this tumor, fracture with depression was 
easily detected. During the night, he passed urine involuntarily. At 
7 o'clock A. M., Oct '/th. Dr. Smith saw him. Pulse, bounding; 
breathing, stertorous ; pupils, dilated. Ordered a stimulating enema, 
and venesection till it prcKluced an effect on the pulse. 9^, A. M., on 
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consultatioii, it was thought proper to trephine, to relieve the compres- 
sion ; the respiration became more stertorous. The operation was then 
performed by Dr. Smith ; there was extensive extravasation of blood on 
the dura mater, and the fracture was found to be comminuted, and in- 
Tolving the frontal, temporal, and parietal bones. Several pieces of bone 
were removed. The fracture in the frontal bone extended into the orbit 
of the eye, a portion of which was. quite loose; but it was not thought 
best to remove it entire. A large quantity of extravasated blood was 
removed; haemorrhage still going on from the middle meningeal 
artery, which was checked by cold, styptics, and pressure. When tbe 
depreraed portions of bone were elevated, the breathing became easier ; 
but it soon again became stertorous, the pulse feeble and very rapid 
(160). Stimulants were administered ; died at 1, P. M. 

Postmortem at 6, P. M., 6 hours after death. — ^The fracture ex- 
tended downwards through the squamous portion of the temporal bone 
to the meat audit exter. It then ran forwards, about one and a half 
inches, then again upwards into the parietal bone. This piece was 
about 2 inches long by 1 1-2 in width. A large semicircular portion of 
the left parietal bone was so fractured as to be easily removed, and also 
the fractured portion of the frontal bone extending into the orbit A 
great extent of extravasation was then revealed about half an inch in 
depth. The remaining portion of the calvarium was then removed, and 
the dura mater exposed. A wound of about one and a quarter inches in 
length was found immediately beneath the left parietal eminence, run- 
ning from before, backwards, and downwards. At this point there was 
a wght laceration of the brain, with some extravasation, which was 
otherwise healthy. A fissure was found extending into the occipital 
bone. 



Paralysis of the third pair of Nerves^ cared by Iodide of Potassium. 

Tracheotomy, 

Helen Buehshaw^ aged 81, widow, domestic, admitted Aug. 12, 
1854. 

History. — ^No hereditary disease traceable. Had always been 
healthy, until three years since, when she contracted a chancre, followed 
by a suppurating bubo. When she entered the hospital, her throat was 
found to be ulcerated, the soft palate being completely destroyed, and 
the posterior part of the pharynx covered with small ulcers. There was 
complete ptosis of the upper lid of the right eye, and well-marked stra- 
bismus divergens. These phenomena were explained on ^e supposition 
that the third pair of nerves was paraly2sed by pressure upon them from 
exostosis, produced by the syphilitic diathesis. 

Treatment. — ^The ulcers m the throat were touched every other day 
with a solution of nitrate of silver ( 3 i. to ^ i. of distilled water), and 
iodidct of potassium given in doses of gr. xv, three times a day. Under 
this treatment, in two weeks the ulcers in the throat were healed ; 
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and in one week more, no trace of the ptosis or strabismus could be 
discovered. 

Shortly after this, the left, side of the fece became paralyzed, probably 
from some pressure in the course of the seventh pair of nerves. This also 
yielded to the use of iodide of potassium, but not so readily as in the 
previous attack. In about a month aft^r, when we supposed that the 
patient was nearly cured of the syphilitic disease, this protean malady 
showed it'^lf in a new and more dangerous form, viz., inflammation 
of the mucous membrane of the larynx, with thickening and ulceration 
of its cartilages. This disease spread with rapidity, and nothing that 
was used served to check its progress. Iodide of potassium was used, 
but with no effect. Mercury was given, both by the mouth and by 
inhalation (in the form of the red sulphuret), but with no good result 
The disease continued to advance, and threatened suffocation ; the lips 
and skin became dusky ; the patient could only speak in a whisper, and 
there was a great amount of dyspnoea. It was evident that unless the 
patient was relieved, death would soon take place. Accordingly, Dr. 
Smith performed the operation of tracheotomy, which relieved her per- 
fectly, and she is now slowly recovering, under the use of iodide of 
potassium. 

The operation was rendered somewhat more difficult than ordinary, 
from the fact that the thyroid gland was much enlarged, extending down 
nearly to the sternum. When its isthmus was di^ded, the haemorrhage 
was considerable, but was checked by cold and pressure. The trachea 
was not o[>ened until the bleeding had very nearly ceased. A tube was 
inserted, which she still wears. The remaining part of the wound is 
entirely healed. It may be worthy of mention, that the patient was 
under the influence of chloroform during the operation. 



Cancer of Penis ; Amputation, 

Hugh Sammanj 46, Ireland, married, robust constitution, laborer, 
admitted Nov. 10th, 1854. 

History, — About seven months since, he noticed a small red elevation 
on one side of the glans penis. It gave him no pain, but gradually grew 
larger for two months, when it began to ulcerate. Some caustic applica- 
tion was then made to it by which it was much aggravated. It gave him 
great pain, and spread more rapidly than before. 

When admitted, there was a large ill-looking ulcer on the right side 
of his glans penis, which after microscopical examination, was pro- 
nounced to be cancerous. One of the glands in the groin was indurated 
and much enlarged ; general health not much affected. 

Treatment, — There being a possibility that it might be syphilitic, an 
attempt was made to propagate the disease by inoculation, but without 
success. As a further trial, he was put upon the mercurial plan of 
treatment In four or five days, it was evident that, instead of palliating 
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it a^ravated the disease ; and was discontinued. Opiates were admi- 
nistered to alleviate pain. > 

Nov. 26th. A coDsuliation was held, and it was deemed advisable to 
remove it Accordingly, Dr. Smith performed the amputation, adopting 
Bicord's method of slitting up the mucous membrane of the urethra 
into four parts, and uniting these by suture to the integument A piece 
of gum-elastic catheter was inserted into the urethra, to keep open its 
passage during the healing process. 

Dec. Ist. He passes his water freely, and is now doing well. 



Sloughing Ulcer of Leg ; Ligature of posterior Tibial Artery, 

Patrick ffannegkan, 42, married, rather delicate constitution, car- 
penter, admitted Nov. 12th, 1864. 

About a year since, while working at his bench, his leg was stmck 
by a small block of wood, leaving the skin unbroken. For two months 
it gave him little or no pain. It then became inflamed, and, shortly 
afterwards, an open ulcer. 

Early in the autumn, he entered the hospital, but remained only two 
weeks, and left before it was healed. Shortly afterwards, it began to 
spread by sloughing, and continued to do so more or less rapidly until 
Oct 9th, when the posterior tibial artery was opened into, and haemor- 
rhage took place to the extent of producing syncope, recurring at inter- 
vals until Oct 12th, when he was again admitted to the hospital. 
When being brought here, syncope again took place. 

When admitted, surface of body pale and cold; pulse hardly 
perceptible; respiration sighing. On the right leg, just above the 
malleolus intemus, was an ulcer about three inches in diameter, nearly 
circular in form, with ragged edges. At the bottom of this, nerves and 
tendons of muscles were exposed. Sloughing process going on rapidly. 

Brandy was liberally administered. A tourniquet was applied to the 
thigh, and the posterior tibial artery, after a little search, was found. 
A portion of its coats had been destroyed by the sloughing process, but 
it was not divided. Dr. Smith divided the artery, and tied both its 
cardiac and distal extremities.. Warm water dressing was applied, and 
brandy liberally given through the night. 

Next morning, reaction had pretty fully taken place, and tonic?, 
stimulants, and good diet were freely given. Poultices of charcoal and 
yeast applied locally. The sloughiQg process was soon arrested, and the 
nicer is now rapidly healing. 



Popliteal Aneurism ; Ligature of Femoral Artery, 

Christopher Quin, 40, Ireland, married, of robust constitution, 
intemperate habits, laborer, admitted Oct 19th, 1854. 

During the summer of the year 1846, he had intermittent fever for 
six months, was treated in the hospital, and recovered ; since which 
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time he has had no return of it Whether he took arsenic or mercury, 
have no means of ascertaining. Ahout five^years since, he had his left 
arm severely burned by his clothes catching fire while in a state of 
intoxication. For this he was also treated in this hospital, and recovered 
with the perfect use of his arm. Four years since, he had chancres, 
was treated at the BlackwelPs Island Hospital, and was three months in 
recovering. He probably took mercury, but I have no positive evidence 
of it. 

About the 1st of April, 1854, he jumped off a high rock, and says 
he then sprained his left ankle ; yet he continued at his work part of a 
day, when it gave him such pain that he was obliged to throw his work 
aside. He had no pain, or any indication that there was any lesion, in 
in the popliteal space. 

About the 1st of October, he noticed a small swelling in that region, 
which grew rapidly and gave him much pain until the 16th ,when he 
became unable to walk. Complained much of a tingling in the sole of 
his foot, probably caused by pressure of the aneurismal tumor upon the 
nerves. 

When admitted, there was a large, diffuse swelling in the popliteal 
region of the left limb, which gave all the signs of aneurism, viz. pulsa- 
tion, with a strong lifting sensation, lateral pulsation, aneurismal thrill 
and bruit. When the circulation was interrupted, the pulsation ceased, 
and the tumor collapsed somewhat. Leg much swollen and oedematous. 

Oct. 21. After a consultation, he was placed under the influence of 
ether, and Dr. Smith put a ligature on the femoral artery at the inferior 
angle of Scarpa's space. The aneurism immediately collapsed, and pul- 
sation ceased. The wound was broijght together by a suture, and ad- 
hesive straps ; limb was enveloped in cotton. That evening, the patient 
was restless, and a gr. pill of opium was ordered every hour, until sleep 
was produced. 

Oct 22. Patient slept well last night Limb keeps its temperature, 

Oct. 30. Wound united very little by first intention, but is granu- 
lating nicely. 

Nov. 10. Ligature came away with dressings, twenty days after the 
operation. 

Nov. 20. The tumor is yet to be fell at the seat of the aneurism, 
though it is smaller than at the operation. Dr. S. ordered a lotion of 
mur. ammonia to be applied. 

Nov. 28. Wound nearly healed. Limb natural in size and tempera- 
ture. No return of pulsation as yet in the anterior or posterior tibial 
arteries. 



Dislocation of femur in the isckiatic notch ; Meditation, 

Michael Mapes, 83, single, admitted Nov. 22d, 1854. 
On Monday, Nov. 20th, he fell from a wagon in Newark, N, J.^ and 
struck the ground on his left hip and side. 
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He was attended by an eminent surgeon of that city, who diagnosti- 
cated dislocation, but of what variety I am unable to ascertain. 
Several attempts were made to reduce it in the ordinary way by the 
pulleys, ^c., but without success. He was then, as before stated, brought 
to this hospital. 

On placing him in the erect position, shortening of the limb was 
plainly to be seen. The foot was inverted, with the great toe resting 
on the floor, at a short distance from the ball of the great toe of the 
opposite limb. 

The knee was carried in advance of the other, and adducted so as 
to lie nearly in front of it The general contour of the hip and buttock 
was more rounded and fuller than on the sound side. Ihe trochanter 
major was also more prominent, and tbree-fourths of an inch farther from 
the anterior superior spinous process of the ilium. When placed in the 
recumbent position, it was impossible for him to He flat on his back : 
neither could the affected limb be brought to lie flat on the bed. He 
was then placed under the influence of ether, and a more accurate exam- 
ination made by manipulation. Dr. Smith then diagnosticated, by 
exclusion, dislocation with the head of the bone in the ischiatic notch. 
After fracture of neck, and the other forms of dislocation had been 
excluded, it rested between that on the dorsum ilii, and in the ischiatic 
notch. 

In dislocation on the dorsum ilii, we should have about two to three 
inches shortening. There was but one inch. The foot should be in- 
verted, and the great toe resting on the opposite instep. It was iii verted, 
but the great toe did not touch the opposite foot ; on the contrary, it 
rested in me position above described. 

The trochanter should be less prominent, higher^ and nearer to the 
ant sup. spin. proc. of the ilium than on the sound side. It was more 

Kminent, a little more behind, and three-fourths of an inch farther 
n the ant sup. spin. proc. than its fellow. 

After the manipulations, the limb became shortened to the extent of 
one and a half inches, the foot remaining in much the same relative 
position as before. 

Dr. Smith tried Dr. Nathan Smith's, or Reed's, method of reduction, 
bat did not succeed ; he then proceeded to attempt reduction in the 
usual way by the pulleys. Extension and manipulation were then per- 
formed, but without success in effecting reduction. He was then placed 
on the sound side, and extension made in a line considerably anterior to 
the axis of the body ; the counter extension being posterior to it At 
the same time, Dr. Smith had a towel passed around the upper part of 
the thigh, tied, and placed over his own neck. With this, while exten- 
sion and rotation were being made, he attempted to lift the head of the 
bone over the lip of the acetabulum. These efforts were continued for 
about an hour and half, but without success. Further efforts were then 
desisted from until the next day, when the attempt was again made in 
the manner last described. The result, after several trials, was success- 
ful ; the head of the bone going into the acetabulum with a snap that 
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was distinctly perceptible to the touch, and also by the ear. He was 
then placed in bed, and the thighs and feet bound together to prevent 
too free motion, and all risk of re-dislocation. It is perhaps worthy of 
remark, that at the first attempt he took about | xij. and at the second 
about 5 XV. of the ether. 



I. NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated Meeting of the Academy was held at the University, Decem- 
ber 6th, 1854; President, Dr. J. M. Smith, in the Chair. Seventy-six 
Fellows were present 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Committee on Public Health, dbc, presented a report through 
their Chairman, Dr. Griscom, on the subject of Solidified Milk, which 
was referred to that Committee. After some remarks on the subject of 
the report, by Drs. A. H. Stevens and Griscom, Dr. Gardner moved, 
That the report be referred to the Committee on Publication, for the 
purpose of being published in the Transactions ; and that the same num- 
ber of copies be published as of the last report by that committee. 
Carried. 

The Finance Committee reported the following resolution, viz. : — 

Whereas, there are many Fellows of this Academy who have been 
in arrears with the Treasurer for several years, and who refuse to pay 
their dues when called on ; therefore. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to report to the Academy, 
at its annual meeting, the names of all Fellows who are in arrears to 
January, 1854, and who refuse to pay their dues. 

Resolved, That this resolution be inserted in the notices for January, 
1855. 

On motion, the bills reported by the Finance Committee were ordered 
to be paid, and the resolutions were adopted. 

The committee appointed at the last meeting of the Academy, to pro- 
pose alterations in the Constitution and By-Laws, in accordance with 
the report of the Committee on SedHons, reported through their Chair- 
man, Dr. Batchelder, Article 6 th of the Constitution to read as fol- 
lows, viz. : — 

Article VI. 

The Academy shall be divided into seven sections. 

Section 1 — Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology. 

Section 2 — Surgery and Surgical Pathology. 

Section 3 — Theory and Practice of Medicine, and Medical Pathology. 

Section 4 — Materia Medica and Botany. 
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Section 6 — Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and Children. 
Section 6 — Cbemistry and Pharmacy. 
Section 1 — Public Health and Leg^al Medicine. 

To one or the other of these sections, each resident fellow of the 
Academy shall be assigned. 

Committees. — ^The following Standing Committees shall be elected 
annoally, by ballot or otherwise, and, until others are chosen, perform 
such duties as may be assigned to them. 

1st. A Committee on Admissions, 2d, A Committee on Medical 
EiMcs. Sd. A Committee on Finance, 4 th, A Committee on Publication, 

These committees shall consist of five members each. 

No. 1 1 of the By-Laws — the heading shall read, Sections and Com- 
mittees ; and the first section of that By-Law shall read, The Sections 
and Standing Committees, due. The 8rd section of the same by-law 
shall have the word " standing " placed before Committee. 

To No. 12 of the By-Laws, the following to be added, viz. *' It shall 
be the duty of this Committee to assign every newly elected Fellow to a 
section, subject to change by the Ac»)emy." 

The he&ding of No. 16 shall be " Sections" and in the By-Law it- 
self, the word " Sections " shall be substituted for that of Scientific Com- 
mittees. To this By-Law is also added the following, viz. " They may 
also originate and investigate new subjects for discussion." 

•* To the 9th section of No. 23 of the By-Laws, the word " Sections " 
to be substituted for " Scientific Committees,^^ 

In the order of business of by-law No. 24, ** Sections " substituted 
for " Scientific Committees." 

The committee also proposed a division of the Fellows into sections, 
according to their report 

The following resolution was adopted, viz. — 

Resolved, That the names of the Fellows of the Academy placed 
under the different sections, according to the plan of the committee, be 
published in the notices for January, 1 855. 

Dr. D, M. Reese sent to the President of the Academy a Memoir of 
Dr. Isaac Greene, which he had prepared by appointment of the Presi- 
dent The Memoir was read by the Secretary. 

The President stated that he had received through Dr. J. G. Adams, 
a communication from Mr. Thos. Bland, of No. 7 Old Slip, New York, in 
which he presents to the Academy a cup made of the wood of the 
Quassia amara : it is much used in Jamaica for the purpose of adminis- 
tering the cold infusion of that wood ; and if carefully used, will retain 
its bitter principle for several months. The Secretary read to the 
Academy a communication from Dr. Wilkes, declioing the appointment 
of biographer to Dr. Samuel W. Moore. 

The President appointed Dr. A. H. Stevens to write a Memoir of Dr. 
Moore, in place of Dr. Wilkes. 

The President also appointed Dr. Joel Foster to write a Memoir of 
Dr. Burritt Sherwood. 
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21ie President announced the following committee on the Prize Es- 
say on Cholera Infantum, viz. — Dr. J. M. Smith, appointed by the 
Academy Chairman, Drs. J. W. Corson, S. S. Purple, H. D. Bulkley, 
Isaac Wood. 

Dr. Gardner read a paper on Uterine JIamwrrkage, 

Dr. Horace Green read a paper on the treatment of diseases of the 
Larynx and Trachea by the topical use of the nitrate of silver, and the 
catheterization of the bronchi with a view of injecting remedies into 
them, and also into tuberculous cavities. 

Some remarks were made on the pi^>er of Dr. Green, by Drs. Ste- 
vens, Adams, Detmold, ^c, when 

Dr. /. G. Adams moved, that when the Academy adjourn, it ad* 
joum to meet two weeks from to-night, for the purpose of discussing the 
paper of Dr. Green. Carried. 

The following resolution was passed, vis. — 

Resolved^ That a committee of seven be appointed by the Chair, to 
inquire into and invest^te the treatment proposed by Dr. Horace 
Green in his paper, as read before the Academy this evening. 

The President appointed the following committee, viz., Drs. W. Par- 
ker, A. H. Stevens, L Wood, J. O. Stone, Jas. Anderson, B. F. Barker, 
J. T. Metcalfe. 

Dr. Detmold, moved a reconsideration of the resolution calling a 
meetinor of the Academy in two we^cs, as there would not be sufBcient 
time allowed to investigate the subject before the question was put Dr. 
Adams withdrew the motion offered by him. 

The following nominations for Officers of the Academy, for 1855, 
were then made : 

For President — Willard Parker, James Anderson, John W. Francis, 
Horace Green, F. C. Stewart, J. H. Griscom, A. H. Stevens;* Vice-Presi' 
dent—F. C. Stewart, W. N. Blakeman, J. G. Adams,f G. Buck, W. 
Detmold, E. L. Beadle, G. Carter, Jas. Anderson, J. Bolton, J. K Taylor, 
Joel Foster, J. C. Stone; Recording Secretary — J. W. Green, S. C. 
Foster, A. K. Gardner; Assistant Secretary — J. W. Green; Domestic 
Corresponding Secretary — S. T. Hubbard ; Foreign Corresponding Sec- 
retary — J. G. Adams, S. C. Foster ; Treasurer — J. C. Pond ; Librarian 
— T. F. Cock ; Trustees— Q, Carter, Jas. Anderson, W. Rockwell, B. 
Ogden, R. S. Kissam, W. N. Blakeman, S. P. White ; Delegates to the 
State Medical SocietyS. T. Hubbard, L. A. Sayre, J. H. Griscom, W. 
N. Blakeman. , 

On motion it was Resolved, That the Anniversary Address of Dr. 
Griscom be referred to Committee on Publication, to be published by 
them, and that the usual number of copies be published. 

Adjourned. 



* Dr. Steveas declined on aoconDt of the state of hia health, 
t Dr. Adams declined the nomination. 
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NEW YORK MEDICAL AND SURGICAL SOCIETY. 

RsouLAR Meeting at Dr. Post's, Nov. IStli, 1864. The President, 
Dr. Post, in the chair. 

BepcrtB bf. Cases, 

Dr. Du Bois reported a ease of triplets^ occurring in a primi- 
para. Two of the children were removed by the forceps, by Dr. Wat- 
son, after the woman had been in labor forty-eiffht hours. These two 
children were of full size, the third was very small, and was the only one 
that survived. The presence of more than one child was not ascertained 
until after the first was born. 

Dr. Buck stated that Dr. Linsly had recently attended a case of 
triplets, and all the children were living. Their aggregate weight was 
17^^ pounds. 

Dr. Van Buren said he had recently heard from a patient upon 
whom he operated for stone in the bladder, in July last. The patient 
was a woman, 50 years of age, and two stones were removed ; an inci- 
sion being made through the entire urethra. The wound healed well, 
and she has since had no incontinence of urine, or other inconvenience. 

Dr. Post stated that he had known of a patient of Dr. Blakeman, in 
whom incontinence of urine continued for some time after the removal 
of the stone. 

Dr. Van Buren said the danger of this sequel had led to the sugges- 
tion of the operation of lithotrity in females, but his patient was too 
nervous to allow of repeated operations. 

Dr. Cock said that Dr. Parker had operated twice upon females 
within a year, by the high operation, and three times within two years. 
Dr. C. knew of no reason why Dr. Parker did not perfon^i lithotrity, ex- 
eept in one case. 

Dr. Buck said he had previously reported a successful case of 
lithontripsy in a female. He used ether at each operation, except the 
first. 

Dr. Van Buren also reported another case of lithotomy, the stone 
being composed of oxide of lime. This was the first of the kind he had 
ever seen. The patient was a boy, 15 years old; had suffered from 
symptoms of stone for eight years, and had been under treatment in 
Philadelphia and Williamsburgh, though the existence of calculus was 
not suspected. In withdrawing the stone. Dr. V. B. found occasion to 
use more force than ever before, but no trouble followed. 

Dr. Van Buren also reported a case of harelip, in which the opera- 
tion was performed at the 50th hour after birth. It was a very bad 
case, there being wide separation of the edges, with absence of the roof 
of Uie mouth ; separation of the alveola, and but little tissue for flaps. 
There was but little hiemorrhage from the operation. The object of the 
operation at this early period was to enable the child to nurse ; but the 
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nipples were sore, and the milk disappeared. When the lip was 
healed, Dr. V. B. put the child to the breast, and it " took hold " ad- 
mirably. He inquired as to the probable power of nursing in such a 
case. 

Dr. Post said he had operated twice, but the children could not 
nurse. 

Dr. Markoe thought the extent of the loss of the roof of the mouth 
would determine the result If the cleft was through the alveolar pro- 
cesses, nursing would probably be impossible. 

Dr. Buck remarked that at the last meeting, he had reported a case 
of cancer of the bladder^ in which hemorrhage was controlled under the 
use of Dr. James Warren's styptic balsam, a solution of alum, 5 grains 
to the ounce, being used at the same time. He has, since, had occasion 
to use the solution of alum alone, and found as good effect as when the 
styptic was also used. He therefore had less confidence in the efficacy 
of this remedy, than he had previously expressed. 

Dr. BvLck also remarked that he was called, on the Saturday night 
previous, to see a woman, about 70 years of age, who had a kermal pro- 
tuberance in the right groin, and had been suffering with symptoms of 
strangulation for hours. There was a peculiar swelling of the abdomen, 
it being larger on the right side than upon the left In the right groin, 
was a tumor having the feel of omentum, — supple, and not tense. She 
had been afflicted with a hernia for some time ; it had been reduced 
several times, and she had worn a truss, but had left it off. The symp- 
toms were decidedly those of strangulation, and an operation was 
accordingly performed. The tumor was found to be a hernial sac con- 
taining a glairy fluid, and when it was laid open, the opening of the 
inguinal canal was seen ; but it was impossible to pass the finger or an 
instrument into the abdomen through the sac. The internal ring was 
also reached, but still the abdominal cavity could not be entered, and 
the doctor was 'obliged to desist. The patient died in the afternoon. A 
postmortem examination revealed an internal hernia^ which had become 
strangulated. A portion of the ileum was confined by a band leading 
from one portion of intestine to another ; this portion was about 12 
inches in length. The inguinal ring was thoroughly occluded, and the 
femoral ring was in its normal condition. Immediately adjoining the 
intestinal band, were three deposits of calcareous matter, which are to be 
examined. 

Dr. Post said that he had seen one such case where there was a piece 
of bone as a nucleus, supposed to be a portion of the fin of a fish. 

Dr. Metcalfe reported that the child with muscular rigidity (whose 
case he had previously reported) was now well. No other means except 
a hop bath had been employed to effect a cure. 

Stated Meeting^ December 16/A, at Dr. Buck's. 

Dr. Markoe had recently seen a case of croup of the diphtheritic 
form, which, though for some time it had seemed desperate, had 
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recovered without an operation. A catarrh had existed for about 
fourteen days, accompanied with some enlargement of the tonsils. 
Hoarseness came on gradually; but, three nights before the doctor saw 
him, there was a spasmodic attack, which was temporarily relieved by 
an emetic. These, however, occurred again and again ; and when the 
doctor saw him the respiration had become loud and croupy, and his 
oough was harsh, though not ver^B'equent. The tongue was considera- 
bly furred, and there was a peculiar and almost perfect dryness of the 
mucous surfaces. Both tonsils were enlarged, and upon each was a 
patch of false membrane. The child had also a pemphigoid eruption, 
scattered over various parts of the body, and, having been since last 
soDuner in poor health, was now in a very depressed condition. Hence, 
no antiphlc^stic remedies could be employed ; but one grain of calomel 
with a grain of quinine every two hours was ordered. He also advised 
the use of cinnabar fumigations, the throat being at the same time 
bathed with very hot water, and the room being kept warm and moist. 
A solution of nit. arg. was also applied to the throat, morning and 
evening. These remedies were steadily and faithfully administered, and 
no one seemed to be better than another, as the disease continued to 
increase during at least forty-eight hours. At this time, the symptoms 
became so alarming that the physician, with whom Dr. M. had seen the 
case, was sent for, but was unwilling to perform tracheotomy, on account 
of the debilitated condition of the child. After a time, the pitient 
rallied, and since then, has been steadily improving ; though with this 
improvement, fever returned with more activity, so that it became 
necessary to stop the quinine, and ^substitute antimonial powder. The 
child is now nearly well. This was the fourth case which had come 
under the doctor's observation, in the last eighteen months, which had 
recovered under the ordinary treatment for inflammatory diseases, without 
a resort to operative means. 

He reported this case, because, not long since, a case almost precisely 
similar, had occurred in his neighborhood, in which an operation was per- 
formed, and the child also recovered. The accompanying treatment had 
also been similar to that in his case. 

Drs. Po9t^ McCreffdy^ and Cock^ had also seen cases of true dip- 
theritic croup, which, though seeming desperate, had recovered without 
an operation. 

In all these cases, mercury was used, and in most of them a solution 
of nit. arg. was also applied to the throat 

Dr. Du Bois related a case of amaurosis^ which had improved very 
rapidly under the use of mercury. A man about forty-three years of 
age, called upon him in October, when he could only distinguish the 
heading of a newspaper. The dimness of vision had commenced about 
fifteen months previously, and in the last nine months had increased 
rapidly. Dr. Du Bois gave him pills of calomel and opium ; in six days, 
his mouth became slightly sore, "and he could see to read the ordinary 
print of the newspaper. He then put him upon the use of Plummer's 
pill, but his sight again began to fail. The gums were now again 
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touched with the same remedy as before, his sight again increased rery 
rapidly, and he is now able to read the paper with perfect ease. No 
other remedy was used in the case. 

Dr, WaUon remarked that a case once entirely recovered under his 
care, a seton in the neck being the only remedy employed. 

Dr. Post had seen, in consultation, about fifteen months ago, a boy, 
fourteen years of age, who had fallen astride a fence, and received an 
ir^ury of the perineum. He was unable to pass his urine, and Dr. Poet 
introduced a catheter (No. viij) into the bladder, and allowed it to re- 
main. After a short time, the perineum and a portion of the scrotum 
sloughed, and exposed the catheter. This was then left out, but passed 
occasionally, and at last the urethra became impenetrable at the mem- 
branous portion. Recently, his sufferings have been very greats and 
Dr. Post suggested the probable existence of stone in the bladder. A 
few days ago he died, and on postmortem examination, the bladder was 
found much thickened, and its internal surface inflamed. It contained 
two calculi. Near the prostate gland and membranous portion, the 
urethra was much dilated, beyond this it was much contracted. The 
ureters and the pelves of the kidneys were also dilated, and iofiame d . 

For a long time before his death, he had taken nearly 70 grains of 
the sulphate of morphine daily, to allay his excessive sufferings. 

This was the secx)nd case which he had seen, in which retention of 
urine, for a continued period, was apparently the cause of calculous 
deposits. 



CnmmtinitatrntiH. 



Quackery in High Life in New York, 

Messrs, Editors: 

It may be interesting, and perhaps not unprofitable to your readers, 
to look at one of the phases of the multiform quackery practiced by a 
man who has been successful in obtaining, as I suppose, a more lucrative 
practice than is enjoyed by any truly scientific ^nd honest physician in 
New York. His patients are, for the most part, from the wealthy class, 
and thev seldom demur at the demand which he makes of large fees for 
his services. His practice, as I understand, is of a very mongrel charac- 
ter, having a large admixture, of course, of the homoeopathic, as that is 
at present more popular than any other quackery, among the best payers. 
He is consulted to a very considerable extent, by patients from the 
country who go to the city to get what they suppose to be the best 
advice. The case that I wish to present to your readers is one of this 
sort: 
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The patient was a pnuninent citizen of Connecticut, who was recom- 
mended by some wealUiy friends in New York, to get the adrice of this, 
80-called doctor. The doctor, after asking him a few questions, sent 
ham. to a chiirvojant to have his case examined ; she was not, however, 
in a condition at the time to proceed with the examination, and he was 
re<jueBted to call the next day. He did so, and she gave the following 
opinion of his case, which was noted down at the time, by a young gen- 
tleman who accompanied the patient 

" From the polarity of the brain with the polarity of the stomach, 
there is a angular sympathetic neirousness, which produces an uneasy 
tensadon. See no disease of the brain. No diseased state of the brain 
or malformadon. I see no disease of the lungs, except a hemorrhage 
and a convulsive movement of the throat There is a mat weakness 
at the pit of the stomach, but no irregular action of tne diaphragm. 
The cavity of the heart is healthy, but in the lai^e veins there is a dis- 
tended circulation ; as if the blood was detained in the extremities of the 
hffge vessels. Part of the liver (the lower part) is at times in a very torpid 
conditicm, producing coldness, and affecting you very strangely at times. 
It seems as if the food had an objection to pass the first part of the 
colon, and was detained there for a time. I see no disease of the intes- 
tine. The separation of the water from the blood produces a strange 
nervous sensation. It seems as if there was a partial stricture of t£e 
urethra, but there are no external symptoms of it The food taken into 
the stomach does not seem to be well digested. The difficulty does not 
lie in the stomach but in the rectum, which has a convulsive movement 
similar to that of the throat The nervous pain spoken of proceeds 
from the nerve called the elementine nerve, which connects itself with 
the polarity of the brain and unites itself with the functions of the liver, 
and then descends through the urethra to the genital organs. You feel 
sometimes a strange, wearied, tired sensation, which makes your mind 
constantly uneasy and fiy from one thing to another. Mind naturally 

Suick, but the disease increases it. The polarity of the brain has affected 
lie mind. There appears to be at times, a collapse of part of the brain, 
which affects the polarity of motion. No diseased organization of the 
brain. The whole functions of the stomach and intestines have a good 
appearance, considering the state of the liver. The difficulty of the 
fiver is, that the passage of the contents of the lower part of it through 
the ducts which lead to the gut are not free. No hardness in the liver. 
Vision is not clear at times. The most pain is in the head. The geni- 
tal organs are not in pain, but where the bladder presses on the diseased 
m^ethra, two leaves of nerves that lock together, one of sensation, the 
other of will, are affected ; that of sensation most. That nerve is located 
in the lower part of the vertebras, near the center. The occasion of the 
disease is the polarity of the brain connecting itself with the functions 
of the liver, lliere is no disease of the spine, or spinal marrow. I should 
prescribe for that nerve, and the lower part of the liver (1 never saw so 
singular a nervous movement) gallse tinctura, prepared with spirits of 
wine. You must take it until it irritates the nervous system. Take it 
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horoceopathically, in minute doses, onoe in three hours ; the prescriptioD 
is to prepare you for a succeeding one. This disease has been gradually 
coming on for a long time. The prostate gland is more affected, and 
the genital organs sympathetically. The prostate gland is affected from 
the partial stricture of the urethra. The nerves of the bladder become 
affected, and presses upon the urethra ; and the pressure of the urethra 
upon the prostate gland, affects the bladder. The spleen is also subject 
to lunar influences." 

The gentleman thus prescribed for was indignant at the bare-faced 
foolery which had been practiced upon him, and immediately left the 
city without seeing the doctor. The doctor in this case made a wrong 
diagnosis as to the capabilities of the patient, in regard to humbugs 
ging. But the probability is that he seldom makes uns mistake. Qe 
generally knows whom to send to the clairvoyant. If this part of his 
practice did not pay, he would not make use of it A great many even 
of the learned and the refined can be imposed upon by the ridiculous 
juggleries of clairvoyance ; and they are loud and free in their proclam- 
ations of the supposed success of the wonder, while the few who have 
their eyes opened say but little about the matter. 

The truth is, that absurd as this medical claii*voyance is, this fashion- 
able doctor finds that some very large fish are caught in this net, even 
judges and senators, governors and clergymen. Even the senseless and 
ridiculous twaddle about polarities, and elementine nerves does not open 
the eyes of the learnedly credulous, the most stupid and blind of all the 
dupes of the quack. Be it even that the clairvoyant has a knowledge 
of urethras in some other way than by clairvoyance, as was true in the 
present case, the oracle is generally heard with a deference seldom 
accorded to earthly wisdom ; and the doctor, with great gravity, marks 
out the course for the patient indicated by her ; and the fee, often enor- 
mous, is readily paid. 

But the readiness with which the wealthy, and even the refined and 
the learned, are thus imposed upon in medical matters, has not been 
made use of by quacks alone. If it were so, I would as a physician 
care little about it I would indeed pity the dupes, but it would not 
disturb my equanimity to see the quacks roll up Uieir ill-gotten wealth. 
But when I see men in our own ranks practicing impositions quite 
as reprehensible, though not as ridiculous, my indignation is stirred 
within me at the dishonor which they bring upon our profession. It 
is a notorious fact that some phpicians have gained their standing with 
the community by a continued succession of petty impositions ; and yet, 
they adroitly manage to keep a tolerable standing with the profession. 
Their brethren despise them and are annoyed by their quackish expedi- 
ents ; but they can get hold of nothing so overt as to make it a ground 
for their expulsion from our ranks. And others, especially in these lat- 
ter days, have built up quite an extensive and a very lucrative popular 
reputation by a dishonest use of certain specialities, playing the qiuu^ 
and the doctor at the same time. The real, out-and-out quack doctor 
with his homoeopathy and his clairvoyant's trumpet, furnishes indeed a 
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langliable oommentarj upon fashionable credulity ; but it does no essen- 
tial harm to our profession. It is outside of it It is only one phase 
of the quackery which must always exist so long as there is either 
learned or unlearned credulity to create a demand for it But the 
quackery that is among ourselves, does injure the profession ; and those 
who practice it ought, if possible, to be put among the outside quacks, 
where they really belong. Till this is done, it is of little use to expose 
the impositions which are practiced upon the community by homoeo- 
paths and other quacks. Probb. 

New York, DsosifBER 22d, 1854. 

To the Bdiiors of the Medical Times. 

The general fidelity and accuracy which characterize your Journal, 
more especially in its statistical accounts, has led me to the correction 
of an error found in your notiie of the assembly which took place upon 
the delivery of the Public Discourse^ by Dr. J. W. Francis, on the 
occasion of the first anniversary of the New York Academy of Medicine, 
in November, 1847. You have recorded, that two thousand five hun- 
dred individuals gathered within the Tabernacle on that memorable 
night llie total audience on that occasion, including the medical 
fiMjulty and our citizens at large, was somewhat rising four thousand ; 
and, according to report, nearly an equal number went away, from not 
being accommodated, as the hall of that building was crowded to itB 
uttermost. The organization of the Academy constitutes an era in the 
progress of the profession in this city, and the novelty of the occurrence 
would seem to have awakened public attention to the objects and 
measures there to be announced to the community. Why the Academy 
has seen fit, since that Inafgurution night, to circumscribe these annual 
orators within a less public accommodation, must rest within the 
bosom of its members ; but I mn satisfied of one thinff, that were the 
Academy's labors more generally known, and more widely promulgated, 
the medical profession would rally to its support in greater numbers, 
and with increased zeal for the furtherance of the noble and important 
objects, which its late incorporation by the legislature has set forth. 

ViNDEX. 



Anniversary Dinner qf the AT. Y. Society for the Relief of Widows and 
Orphans *f Medical Men. — We f.oniinu« cmr account of this festival. The 
Rev. Chancellor Ferris havingf rfturn<d thanks, the intellectual part of the 
entertain meat then Cdoimeneed. The Pre.sident, Dr. I^aac Wood, according 
to custom, made a statement of the actual condition of the Society. Insti- 
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tated ia 1842, ito capital is now 917,000, B«carely iovested in bonds and 
mortgages, at seven per cent on improved property in New York and Brook* 
lyn ; the ground, in every instance, being worth the amount loaned. ReceipU 
from all sources^ during the year (including interest), $1,797 15; Expenses^ 
$318 25. One family is supported by the Society. Sixteen members have 
died since the organization, two of them (Drs. Mac Neven and Isaac Greene) 
during the past year. Number of members^ 82 ; of whom, 42 are life mem- 
ber$ by the payment of $100 each. Benefactors, by the payment of $150 
(three of them being laymen), 9. Dr. Wood, after congratulating the 
Society upon its great prosperity, announced the first toast, "^ Our Sod- 
ettf — ^springing from a benevolent motive, the vigc^ of its youth gives promise 
of a good old age." Dr. Beadle, Treasurer, on a call from the President, then 
read a succinct history of the origin of the Society, ite objects, and aims. To 
the second toast, — ^ Divinity, Law, and Medicine, essential elements of civilised 
society, may they ever be found united in sustaining the cause of truth and 
progress!— "Rev. Dr. Potts responded for the Clergy. He had the honor of 
being invited as an orthodox clergyman, medically orthodox, and had never 
yet been able^to discover in the isms, pathies, and reforms of an uneasy and 
shifting generation, that the wisdom of the past is folly. He alluded to the 
change in public sentiment in the medical profession within half a century 
as regarded the great doctrines of religion. The charge of materialism, then 
frequently made, is now seldom heard ; and none now speak of dissecting out 
the human soul, as from the pineal gland. Neither do they talk of the miod, 
as synonymous with the brain, a thing to be weighed, or cut, or tested with 
the crucible. He made some playful allusions to the functions of the spleen, 
as a reservoir for the blood in diseases of great excitement. He claimed that 
the clergy, though not splenetic, might claim to be a sort of spleen, in its con- 
servatism, in which, when public opinion is running riot and endangering the 
most cherished doctrines of the medical profession, sound principles may take 
shelter and be safe. He remembered the time when the clergyman in the 
sick-room was regarded with distrust and dislike by the attending physician ; 
he was happy that this was no longer the case; better notions of psychology, 
and a sounder mental philosophy now prevailed. The reverend gentle- 
man was listened to with marked attention and respect; he left a most 
favorable impression, both as regards his conservative doctrines, and sound 
practical good sense, upon the minds of all present O / sisicomnes! for it is 
an incontestible fact that, as a class, the clergy have not exercised their influ- 
ence to sustain the cause of legitimate medicine, but have been most promi- 
nent in abetting the c:iuse of quackery and imposture. 

For the Law, A. B. Le Ban, Esq., responded in an eloquent address. For 
Medicine, Dr. J. W. Francis responded in answer to the unanimous call. He 
spoke of the necessity for a literary diarrhcea, in a speaker so often called 
upon to address them, as he had been ; congratulated the Society on its pros- 
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perity, its benevolent motives, and that there had been no bankruptcy or defkl- 
eation here. He spoke of the duty of cherishing every medically orthodox 
clergyman, since it was notorious that some of the strongest in theological 
lore had shown themselves weakest in physical science, and had fallen into 
the grossest errors. He also spoke of the pleasure he had received in ezam^ 
ining, in the library of a medical friend, the works of Adrianus Spigelius, 
Bmzellensis, in ponderous folio, published in 1646 ; and could not but believe 
that if the standard of acquirements and learning was as high as in the times 
of these old scholars, we should find but few turning from our ranks into 
spirit-hunting, table-turning, Mesmerism, homoeopathy, and similar stupid 
absurdities. Well-educated men never believe in such nonsense ; but now 
when the whole science of medicine is published in a pamphlet fonuj we must 
expect these results ; let us then follow the example of old Spigelius, and the 
profession of medicine will once more be distinguished for its learning and 
philosophy. Be kind to the physician's widow and his orphans ; the Fejee» 
and Sandwich islanders will be cared for by a higher power; our duty is to 
care for our poor brethren around us. like Fothergill, Rush, and Bailey, of 
N. Y., give — give fVeely, even if white you fill their pockets, you have to shut 
the door in their faces, and invite them earnestly to " go away." A little exe- 
getkal advice to a starving man, may comfort your own conscience and do 
him no harm ; but remember, that it is much easier for a rich man to be 
good, than for a poor devil to be converted. — ^The Rev. Chancellor Ferris 
was next called out He seconded the views of Dr. Francis in regard to edn^ 
cation, urging upon the profession to insist upon high classical and scholarly 
attainments in their graduates. The surest safeguard against the creeping in 
of foolish isms and ologies was in a sound education. It was a little learning 
which filled the community with quacks. — ^The toast of « Woman, lovely too- 
man, nature made you to temper man ; we had been brutes without you,** 
was happily and eloquently responded to by Dr. Marion Sims. Dr. Beadle 
alluded feelingly to the decease of Prof. J. A. Swett, who, though not a mem- 
ber, had contributed liberally to its funds; he proposed the memory of Drs. 
Swett, Mac Neven, and Isaac Greene, which was drank standing, in silence, a 
dirge being at the same time performed by the band. Dr. Du B jis announced, 
that Dr. Swett had bequeathed a legacy of (300 to the Society, for the pur- 
pose of constituting three life-memberships, the individuals to be selected by 
, the Society ; also that, before his marriage, he had left $2,000 to this object, 
but was induced afterwards, by a change in his condition, to appropriate it 
otherwise. — Hon. Peter Cooper was next called up. He spoke of the advan- 
tages of early education, which he had not enjoyed; he gave as a sentiment, 
The Medical Faculty of New York. Professor Willard Parker was called up 
by all the house to respond. He contended that there were no more liberal 
and highly scientific, or better practitioners in any city in the world, than 
here in New York. Spigelius, and those old friends of Dr. Francis, were no 
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doabt very clever men in their day ; bat he thought thai, for aetoal acqtur^ 
ments, they would make but a sorry figure here, to-night He reminded the 
Society that Young America had graduated and entered upon practice. We 
moat not look through the wrong end of the telescope, or be forever dwell- 
ing on the past. In making medical books. New York was not over famous, 
but it was not because we lacked brains, or scissors ; it was because our prac- 
titioners are too busy to write. — Dr. Francis rejoiced with spirit He said that 
although we did not make many books here, yet the history of medical sci- 
ence could not be written without large mention of New York ; as regards the 
treatment of croup, small-pox, diseases of the chest, ligature of arteries, &o., 
^., the names of Ogden, Kissam, Miller, Post, and Mott, were immortal in 
their writings and works : let us then stand up for old New York. 

Professor J. M. Smith, Drs. Grescheidt, of the Grerman Society, Detmold, 
O'Reilly, Tuthill, and Sayre, were called up. Dr. J. Eiog Merrit, with one of the 
stewards, sang a glee ; Dr. Rockwell, told, for the nineteenth time, his story 
of the Yankee doodle quilting frolic and dancing lesson ; he has promised to 
have a net^on^ ready by next year. Messrs. Coleman & Stetson were toasted. 
Dr. James R. Wood acknowledged the obligations of the Society to these 
gentlemen, and responded for them ; and finally, as all good things must have 
an end, the festival broke up at half past one, A. M., to the tune of " Auld 
Lang Syne.*' Although one of the stewards, we must be allowed to say that 
the occasion was a most profitable one for the Society, as well as most ac- 
ceptable as an entertainment Six Ltfe Members made themselves benefactors^ 
Drs. Beadle, Du Bois, G. Carter, Harsen, Gib^rt, and Adams ; (one layman) E. 
B. Little, Esq., constituted himself a benefactor; Drs. John O'Reilly, J. W. 
Green, and J. C. Forrester, made themselves Life Members ; and Drs. J. R 
Gould, R. S. Chapin, E. Schilling, and G. Benedict, annual subscribers. The 
entire receipts on the occasion amounted to 91(360. The expenses of the 
dinner, $630, were paid by private subscription. 



Self'Ot^'usting Stethoscope of Dr. Cammann, — ^We have the pleasure of 
presenting our readers with a description and an engraving of the double self- 
adjusting stethescope recently invented by George P. Cammann, M. D., of this 
city. Dr. C. has been long known as having devoted himself, with much suc- 
cess, to the study of afiections of the chest The mode of investigation of dis- 
ease under the name of ^ auscultatory percussion," first made known by him 
and Dr. A. Clark, and published in the New York Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery, voL iii. (July, 1840), established his reputation in this respect 

The stethoscope of Dr. Cammann presents, as will be seen by the engrav- 
ing, an objective end, made of ebony, the extremity of which is about two 
inches in diameter, two tubes composed of gum elastic and metallic wire, two 
metallic tubes of German silver, two ivory knobs at the aural extremity, and a 
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movable elastic apriDg, so arranged aa to adjust it, and keep it in its proper 
position. 

M. Landonzy, of Paris, previoas to 1850, formed a stethoscope having a 
number of gam-elastic tubes, by means of which several persons could listen 
at the same time. Dr. N. B. Marsh, of Cincinnati, in 1851, patented a stetho- 
scope with two gam-elastic tubes, and a membrane over its objective end. Dr. 
Cammann does not, therefore, claim any originality on account of the two 
branches of his instrument, but on account of other advantages which it pos- 
sesses. The instrument of M. Landouzy was not found of any practical use. 
The objections to that of Dr. Marsh are : — 

1. That the aural extremity is composed of roughly-cut India-rubber, with- 
out any thing to adapt it to the ear, which both causes irritation and does not 
ezelnde sounds from without 

2. That it requires both hands to keep it in position. 

3. That it gives a loud, muffled, and confused sound, caused by reverbera- 
tion within the instrument, in consequence of the drum at the objective end 
and the inequality of the diametei* of the bore. These circumstances render it 
of but little practical value. 

The only resemblance between the instrument of Dr. Cammann and that of 
both Drs. Landouzy and Marsh is, that each ia composed of more than one 
tube. 

On reference to the engraving of the stethoscope of Dr. Oammann, which 
represents the instrument of one-third its size, it will bo observed that the bell- 
like expansion of the objective extremity will be two and a half inches in diam- 
eter, with a convolvulus excavation, gently curving outwards, to present a 
rounded edge to the chest, in order to prevent causing pain to the patient. 
The bore of the instrument is two and a half lines in diameter, care being taken 
to have it made smooth and even. 

The tubes are made of German silver, with a double curve towards the 
aural extremities, which curves require to be constructed with great care, so 
that the ivory knobs may rest closely upon the external openings of the ears.* 
When applied, it is necessary that the orifices of the knobs should point upwards. 
Some of the instruments are constructed with a spiral, and others with an eiaa- 
tie spring, as shown by the plate. Some of them are so arranged that they 
ean be diiijuinted, to render them more portable. 

One point, heretofore sub judice^ U settled by this instrument, viz , that 
the sound is conducted entirely through the air, and not at all through the 
■edia, atsthese were, for experiment's sake, changed nine or more times, with- 



*If any peculiarity of formation of th« head of the observer prevents their 
Ifaui resting, so as to exclude all external soimds, they should be carefully bent to 
give the required curve. 

VOL. IV. HO. 4. 12 
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out affectiog iD the leaat the inteDsity of the condacted sound. On making the 

objective end solid, all sound was lost 

The advantages claimed for the instrument of Dr. Cammann are : — 

1. That being applied, it adjusts itself closely to both ears, excluding all 

external sound. 

a. It leaves both hands of the examiner free. 

3. It gives sounds pure, and greatly increased in intensity, though differing 
in quality from those hitherto afforded by auscultation, the pitch being lower. 
This intensity is produced by both ears being acted upon at once, by the ear- ' 
pieces of the instrument fitting closely into the meatus of both ears, and by the 
smoothness and careful construction of the bore of the stethoscope as to 
curves, &rC., according to the law of reflected sound. 

4. Sounds not heard through the instrument in common use can be de- 
tected by this. 

6. Sounds which are doubtful by ordinary instruments are made perfectly 
certain. Even when disease is seated in the central part of the lungs, they 
can be detected, when the ordinary stethoscope will fail to render them recog- 
nizable. The same advantages are obtained in examining the morbid sounds 
of the heart 

The great increase of intensity of sound by this instrument renders it valu- 
able to those with impaired hearing. 

In the use of this stethoscope it is necessary that the chest should be un- 
covered, to prevent all friction between it and the clothes; otherwise the 
sound thus generated is conducted veith such intensity as to embarrass the ex- 
aminer. A short practice may be required to become familiar with it, in con- 
sequence of the increased intensity of the sounds produced by it, and the differ- 
enoe between them and those afforded by ordinary auscultation. Biany of the 
recognized physical signs of thoracic disease will be so modified as to be new 
to the examiner, but a short experience will enable him to appreciate them, 
and give them their true value. 

These stethoscopes are manufactured and sold by Messrs. George Tieman 
dt Co., No. 63, Chatham street, who pay particular attention to their construc- 
tion — a point very essential to an instrument of this kind. 



The indiscriminate sale of poisonous drugs, by many apothecaries of this 
dty, without any restriction or reservation, being a frequent souire of fatal 
accidents, would seem to claim the attention of the profession at this timck 
order that some action may be taken, preparatory to the enactment of a law 
by the Legislature to meet the emergency. We hope to present this subject, 
more at large, in our next number. Will not the Academy of Medicine, or 
the State Medical Society, move in this matter? 
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A Practical Treatise on Foreign Bodies in the Air-passages, By S. D. 
Oross, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the University of Louisville ; 
Member of the American Philosophical Society ; Author of ^* Elements 
of Pathological Anatomy," " A Treatise on the Diseases of the Urinarr 
Organs," Ac, &c,\ with illustrations. Philadelphia: Blanchard & 
Lea, 1854. pp. 468. 

This work of Professor Gross, which was commenced as a short mo- 
nograph for a medical journal, and has grown, under the industrious 
hands of the author, to an octavo volume of nearly five hundred pagesi 
presents a mass of valuable information not elsewhere to be found, and 
upon a most interesting and hitherto neglected department of surgical 
pathology and practice. It comprises facts denved partly from personal 
observations, and partly from the experience of fnends, but mostly from 
medical journals of this country and of Europe, including nearly fifty 
cases of ^reign bodies in the air* passages, now for the first time pub- 
lished. The facts thus collected have been carefully analyzed and com- 
pared with each other, and valuable conclusions drawn from them, re- 
specting the nature, symptomatology, pathology, and treatment of these 
accidents. 

We must award to Dr. Gross the credit of having produced the first 
complete monograph on the subject of foreign bodies in the air-passages, 
which has ever appeared in any language, and also of having accomp- 
lished his task in a manner most creditable to him. He has presented 
us with an abstract of upwards of two hundred cases of these accidents, 
furnished by the medical press of this and other countries. 

After a description of the nature of foreign bodies that may enter the 
air-passages, the alterations they undergo during their presence there, 
the situations they assume, the manner in which they enter and their 
expulsion from the air-passages, successive chapters are directed to the 
immediate efiiscts produced by their entrance, the pathological effects 
and the symptoms produced by their presence, their diagnosis, and their 
spontaneous repulsion, and an account of the limited means of medical 
treatment Dr. G. proceeds to a full consideration of the subject of their 
surgical treatment, imder the general head of bronehotomy, including 
laryngotomy, tracheotomy, and laryngo-tracheotomy, descriptions of 
which, with anatomical and phvsiological considerations, d^c, extend 
over eighty pages of the work, illustrated by drawings of the parta en- 
gaged, instruments used, &c. Tables are given, followed by a short 
analysis of each, of forty-nine cases of spontaneous expulsion of foreign 
bodies, followed by recovery, and of eight cases followed by death ; of 
forty-eix cases of the unsuccessful employment of emetics ; of thirteen, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



144 Bibliographical Notices. [Jan. 9 

ca^es of laryngotomy, followed by expulsion of the foreign body and re- 
covery of the patient ; of sixty cases of tracheotomy, followed by repul- 
sion of foreign body and recovery of patient, and of eight followed by 
death ; ten cases of laryngo- tracheotomy, followed by expulsion of the 
foreign body and recovery of the patient, and three cases followed by 
death ; of twenty-one cases of death without an operation or the expul- 
sion of the foreign body ; and an analysis of three cases in which bronch- 
otomy was repeated in the same patient A case is also given, of the 
successful operation of bronchotomy in a horse, by Dr. Kump6, of La 
Grange, Ala. 

The work closes with a general summary of the conclusions deduced 
from the facts and cases embodied in its pages, arranged under their 
appropriate heads of diagnosis, pathology, therapeutics, and operations, 
which we should be glad to transfer to our pages did our limits permit 
We cannot conclude our brief notice without an expression of our satis- 
faction with the manner in which Professor Gross has discharged the 
task which he imposed upon himself, and an acknowledgment of the 
obligations under which he has laid the profession by his extended re- 
searches, and the judicious use he has made of them. The illustrations 
of different kinds, interspersed through the work, add materially to its 
value, which, we doubt not, will be fully appreciated by those within 
whose province that class of accidents more immediately fall. 



Healthy Shin ; a popular Treatise on the Skin and Hair, their preservor 
tion and management. By ErasvIus Wilson, F.R.S., author of a 
"Treatise on Diseases of the Skin," "A System of Human Anatomy," 
&c., &c. Second American, from the fourth and revised London edi- 
tion; with illustrations. Philadelphia: Blanchard k Lea, 1854. 
pp. 291. 

Mr. Wilson is well known as the author of a valuable and scientific 
work on diseases of the skin, and also of a system of human anatomy 
which is used extensively as a text-book in our colleges. The object of 
this volume is to point out the importance of attention to the skin, as a 
means of preserving health. The rule of health which he wishes to es- 
tablish is, hy foody by raiment ^ by exercise^ and by ablution^ to maintain 
and preserve an agreeable warmth of the skin. He is a warm advocate 
for the free use of soap as a detergent, and says that the face and neck 
should be washed with it at least, twice in twenty-four hours. He is de- 
cidedly in favor of the mustachio, considering it a " natural respirator, 
defending the lungs against the inhalation of dust and cold,*' &c. 

After a description of the different parts of the skin and of their func- 
tions, and also of the structure, mode of growth, &c., of the hair, illus- 
trated by engravings, he considers the influence of clothing, exercise, and 
bathing, on the health of the cutaneous surface. He then describes 
some of the more common diseases which affect its different tissues and 
interfere with its proper functions, and also some of the diseases affecting 
the hair and hair-tubea. 
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Though intended for popular use, it contains much valuable practi- 
cal information which should be known and acted upon by all, and is 
well worthy of perusal. The feet that it has reached a fourth edition in 
London shows the estimation in which it is held on the other side of the 
water. The engravings are coarser than we are accustomed to see in 
books from the press of our sister city ; and the whole getting up b 
much inferior to that of an edition published a few years since by the 
Messrs. Appleton, of this city. 

[Notices of other works crowded out by press of matter.] 



JomeBtir Mlltj 



CiTT. — New York Hospital, — On the 28th December, number of patients, 
360 (176 of whom are surgical), being b»-low the average namber. The 
new south wing is now receiving iis finishing touches ; as regards the advan- 
tages of light, heating, and veoiilating apparatun, it will have no superior in 
this or any other country. Mr. James C. Darragh has been appointed Su- 
perintendent in place or John L. Roome. 

BeUevue Hospital, cf^. — On the 26th December, there was 590 inmates ; 
in Lunatic Asylurri, 552 ; in Penitentiary Hospital^ 495 ; Small Pox Hospilalf 
3 ; RandalVt Island Hospital^ 213.— To/a/, 1,833. 

Ward*s Island Lospital. — On Ist December, 1,187. Deaths during month, 
88, or 3.1 percent In the Refuge^ 1,401 cases; 7 deaths, or 1.5 percent. 
Obstetrical Department^ 136 Deaths, 6. 

New Y»irk Society for the Relief of Widows and Orphans of Medical Men. 
— ^The Annual Meeting was held at the College io Crosby street, on the 29(h 
November. Officers for 1854-65: Dr. Isaac Wood, President; Drs. Ander- 
son, Cam man, and Bulkley, Vice-Presidents; Dr. Clements, Secretary; Dr. 
Beadle, Treasurer; Drs. Carter, Clements, J. Foster, Du Bois, Linsly, Rock- 
well, and Adams, Managers, for term of three years. 

Something New. — At the New York Hospital, may be daily witnessed the 
extraordinary spectacle of seven young and fair- looking womeuy who follow 
the physicians and surgeons on their daily rounds, and are present at all the 
operations on males or females. The individuals aforesaid, have been allowed 
by the Governors, to take out Hospital Tickets, under the restriction, how- 
ever, that they are not to visit the male wards reserved for a retain speciality. 
Their numbers has also been limited to seven, although applications have been 
received from a larger number; this is in order to test the yet untried experi- 
ment We understand that these individuals are attending lectures at a cer- 
tain Water Cure College (unchartered) in the upper part of the city. Before 
expressing onr opinion on this innovation, we await further developments. 

Surgeons. — United Stales Navy. — New York Graduates. — On examination 
of the Regiater received from the Navy Medical Bureau at Washington, we 
find, since 1850, one graduate from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
and one from the University Medical College; we have been unable to find 
any from the Thirteenth Street Medical College. Our thanks are due to 
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Assistant Surgeon R. H. Cooledge, for furaishing us with a copy of the Re- 
gister of hoth Army and Navy Medical Boards. 

Hartford Retreat, — The Thirteenth annual report of the Retreat for the In- 
sane at Hartford, Conn., states that the whole number of patients during the 
year was 347 ; highest number at any one period, 197, — ^lowest, 168, — average 
number under medical supervision, 180 ; males in the same time, 154 — females, 
193. Of the 161 discharged, 64 had recovered, 33 were not improved, and 22 
died. Receipts, $48,227 62; expenses, $33,622 39. 

BratUeboro Insane Asylum, — 389 patients during the year. Deaths, 40. 
Dr. Wm. H. Rockwell has been for many years Superintendent aud Physician; 
2,229 patients have been treated since the opening the Institution. 

The citizens of Savannah are about to erect a suitable monument to the 
memory of the physicians and clergymen, who fell victims to the late epidemic 
visitation. 

Mesmerism, — Important. — A novel case has just been decided in New 
York, which involves a curiosity in medico-jurisprudence. A mesmeric phy- 
sician sued a husband for services rendered the wife in his absence. The 
Supreme Court says that the law does not recognize the dreams, viiiions, or 
revelations of a woman in a mesmeric sleep as necessarifs for a wife, for 
which the husband, without his consent, can be made to pay. These are 
fancy articles, which those who have money of their own to dispose of may 
purchase, if they think proper ; but they are not necessaries, known to the 
law, for which the wife can pledge the credit of her absent husband. The 
law does not seem to have much respect for mesmerism and spirit rapping as 
sciences. 



i^flrifl. 



Weekly Mortality, City.— For the week ending December 2d, 1854, 
350:— consumption, 46; apoplexy, 3; cholera, 3; dysentery, 3; diarrhoea, 
14; pneumonia, 28; croup, 9; scarlet fever, 17; convulsions, 27; typhus 
fever (including " typhoid "), 9. For the week ending December 9th, 453 :— 
consumption, 66 ; apoplexy, 9; cholera, 2; dysentery, 20; diarrhoBa, 10; pneu- 
monia, 27; croup, 19; scarlet fever, 24; convulsions, 33; typhus fever (in- 
cluding "typhoid"), 10. For the week ending December 16th, 385:— con- 
sumption, 51 ; apoplexy, 2; cholera, I; dysentery, 9; diarrhoea, 7; pneumonia, 
31; croup, 14; scarlet fever, 18; measles, 6; convulsions, 40 ; typhus fever 
(including ** typhoid"), 7. For the week ending December 23d, 379:— con- 
sumption, 68; apoplexy, 4; cholera, 2; dysentery, 4; diarrhoea, 8; pneu- 
monia, 23; croup, 14; scarlet fever, 17; measles, 12; convulsions, 30; typhus 
fever (including '* typhoid"), 8. 

Meteorological Summary, for December.^MetLn temperature for 48th, 49th, 
50th, 61 Ht weeks of 1854 was 30<* ; for 1863,36°; for 1852, 38°; for eight 
years, 31 J°. Mean dew-point below air temperature same time 1854, 4.6; 
1853,3.6; 1852,2.6. Two and a half inches of rain and melted snow fell 
upon a level in 1864; half an inch, 1853; five inches, 1852; mean for same 
time last eight years, two and three quarter inches; mean dew-point for 1842 
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from Dr. Forry's tables, 4.7. The total Dumber of deaths for the same four 
wetks in 1863 was 1,632 ; 1854, 1,567; decrease this year 65. From the nicts, 
as seen above, that the weather was colder and drier duriog the same time this 
year than the last, the inferoDoe from the diminished mortality seems to be 



FoBEiGK. — New Variety of the Human Species, Men wiih TaUs. Autheniie 
De4ails translated from the Oct. No. of the Gazette Hebdomadaire,by John W. 
Grben, M. D. — Dr. Hubsch, Hospital Physician at Constantinople, has addressed 
a letter on the subject of Men with TailSy which adds many interesting details 
to those already received from travelers. We will briefly lay before our readers 
the information, more or less positive, which we possess on the existence of 
this curious variety of the human species, and of which the earliest indica* 
tion dates back as far as 1677. 

Mr. Editor. — At this time when attention seems to be concentrated on the 
subject of a taiUbearing race called Niam-Niams, it ^ives me much pleasure to 
be able to add some observations which I have nad occasion to make at 
Constantinople. 

In 1863, 1 saw for the first time one of this race, a negress; struck by this 
phenomenon, I interrogated her manter, a slave merchant I was informed by 
him that there existed, in Niffritia, Africa, a tribe called Niam^Niams ; 
that all ihe members of this tribe oear the caudal appendix ; and, as exaggera- 
tiun is a necessity to the Oriental imagination, he assured me that he had seen 
tails, two feet in length. The one oMerved by me, was smooth, and without 
hair, was two inches in length, and terminated in a point The negress was 
black as ebony; her hair was crisped; the teeth were white, thick, and 
inserted upon the alveolar processes, strongly inclining outwards. The four 
canines were filed ; her eyes were injected with blo(3. She ate raw meat 
with much relish, clothes were disagreeable to her; *'son intelligence ^tait au 
niveau de celle des gens de son espece." 

Her master had ofiered her for sale for six months, at an exceedingly low 
price, but was unable to sell her. The horror which she inspired not residing 
in her tail, but in her taste (which she took no pains to conceal) for human 
flesh. 

Her tribe eat the flesh of prisoners taken in battles with the neighboring 
nations, with whom they are constantly at war. 

When any of them die, the relatives, instead of interring the body, eat it; 
from this cause there are no cemeteries in the country. 

They do not all lead a wandering life, many of them construct huts with 
the branches of trees ; they manufacture the implements of war and of agri- 
culture, cultivating maize, grain, d^c Cattle are also bred by them. 

The Niam-Niams have a language which is altogether primitive, it con- 
tains many Arabic words. They go entirely naked, and wish for nothing but 
to satisfy their sensual appetites. Les filseouohentavec leures mdres, les frdres 
avec leurs sosun*, ect ; there is a frightful pellmell. The stronpfest among them 
becomes their chief; he it is who lesds them to battle, and it is he who divides 
the booty. It is not known whether they have a religi«m ; but it is probable 
they have not, from the very great facilitv with which they embrace any that 
is taught them. It is very difficult to civilize them, their instinct leading them 
alwa)s to search fur human flesh; there are examples of alavea who have 
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killed and ihen devoured the children of their masters who had been confided 
to their care. 

I saw last year, a man of this same race, having a tail one inch and a half 
long, covered with a few hair& He seemed to be about thirty-five years of 
age ; was robust, of good constitution, ebony black, and had the same par- 
ticular conformation of the lower jaw, spoken of above, i e^ the alveoles 
inclined outwards. Their canines are nied in order to diminish their mastica- 
tory force. 

The NxanuNiams are endowed with Herculean strength. The merchants 
reject them, aa they are so very difficult to subjugate, and the people fear to 
cootide to them the guard of iheir houses. 

I know, at Constantinople, the son of an apothecary, ten years of age, who 
was born with a tail, one inch in length ; he belongs to the while Caucasian 
race. One of his ancestors presented the same anomaly. These phenomena 
are generally regarded, in the Kast, as a sign of brute force. 

The Turks have known, for a long time this race of men, and are very 
roucn astonished that scientific Europe seems to ignore their existence at this 
late day. Hubsch. 

To sum up by a scientific view of the case, the existence of ^'men with 
tails ** appears incontestable ; and if travelers raise doubts on the subject, it is 
probahly becaune they confound the Mam-Niams with a tail, with other Niams, 
neighbors of the first, authropophagi like them, but deprived of the appendix. 

We have just received intelligence that, in consequence of the French Gov- 
ernment having raised the tariff of Inscriptionr.jihe students have rebelled; at 
the opening of the session, M. Berard, Professor of Physiology, during the 
delivery of his eulogy upon Orfila, was frequently publicly hissed. He has 
in consequence thought proper to defer his lectures until next session. 



OBITUARY NOTICES. 

On October 25th, near Coluga, California, Dr. Robebt S£NFLE,oneof the 
earliest settlers in California, in 1846. 

On September 6th, on board the United States steamer Susquehanna, 
Dr. Hamiltur, Assist Surg., U. S. N. ; his remains were interred at Simoda, 
Japan, being the first American officer who has found a grave in Japan. 

On 15th November, at Boston, Dr. Henrt Oxrard. 

On 15th December, at Philadelphia, Dr. Wm. M. Fahnstock, of Borden- 
town, N. J. 

On 16 th December, at Boston, Dr. Samuel Pahkhan, at 38. One of the 
Surgeons of Massachusetts Hospital. 

On 27th <^>ctober, at London, Dr. Goldihg Bird, at 38, of disease of the 
kidney, to the elucidation of which the great part of his pnifessional life had 
been devoted, and in the diagnosis and treatment of which, he was one of the 
highest authorities. 

Oq 16th November, Edward Forbes, Professor of Natural History in 
University of Edinburgh, from the effects of chronic disease, aggravated by ex- 
posure on a geological excursion. 

In November, at Madrid, Dr. Jose Dominouez t Gonzales, principal 
Editor of ** £1 Porvenir Medico," a monthly journal 
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Observations on the Climate and Diseases of Australia. By Dr. Gbo# 
FuLLERTON, Fellow of Rojal College of Surgeons, Ireland, late 
Physician to the Infirmary, and Benevolent Asylum, Sydney, Aus- 
tralia. 

Augusta, Ga., Dec, I6th, 1854. 

Mt Dear Sir : 

In reply to your inquiry respecting the diseases prevalent in Austra- 
Ua, I may say that most of the ills incident to Europeans in other 
climates, have been imported into that continent, excepting the Plague, 
Asiatic Cholera, Yellow Fever, and Small Pox. 

Measles made its first appearance in Sydney about 1834 ; but as that 
was previous to my residence there, I can only give the report that it 
was severe, particularly with adults, and in four cases proved fatal. Du- 
ring my residence there, from 1841 till 1853, there was no return of it; 
but in February, March, and April, 1854 (the autumn of Australia), it 
was very prevalent at Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, Mouton Bay, and 
also in the interior ; the disease being mild, and the recoveries, under 
ordinary care, favorable. 

Scarlatina visited Sydney for the first time, in January, 1841. In 
many instances it assumed the malignant form, and frequently baffled 
every remedy. In a few cases the quantity of the poison imbibed by 
the system, was so completely overpowering, that life was destroyed 
within twenty-four or thirty-six hours. In two or three such cases of 
sudden attack and issue which occurred in my practice, the sensorium 
became early affected, and the patients so delirious as to be unmanage- 
able. They were all of the humbler class of life, and persons whose 
habits were irregular or their constitutions originally defective; nor 
could I in any of these cases, obtain a postmortem. Sporadic cases of 

VOL. IV. NO. 5. 13 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



160 Db. Fullebton on Diseases of Australia. [Feb., 

this fever in a mild form have recurred frequently ; and, at longer in- 
tervals, we had it as an epidemic, and in the malignant form, particularly 
in 1851. It soon spread itself over all the populous towns and districts, 
and may now be considered fairly established in that country. Having 
practiced for ten years in the north part of Ireland before I emigrated to 
Sydney, my prepossessions were favorable to the moderate use of the 
lancet, or local depletions at the commencement of acute fevers ; but a 
short experience convinced me, that in a hot climate the lancet is sel- 
dom useful, or even applicable, and that leeches, as a general rule, are well 
dispensed with, their duty being more safely and certainly performed by 
small doses of tartar emetic, given frequently, or by other febrifuges as 
as the constitution and symptoms of the patient may indicate. In this 
disease, as well as in measles in hot climates, the after treatment is al- 
ways difficult ; and the sequaelae require constant watching. The heat of 
the weather renders persons impatient of confinement to bed ; and the 
sudden transitions of the temperature in Australia, expose patients to 
imminent danger, if they be allowed to walk about, while the surface is 
denuded of its cuticle. Otitis and consequent loss of hearing, affections of 
the vocal chords, with imperfect voice and general anasarca, effusion into 
the chest, progressing insidiously to a fatal climax ; or dysentery, destruc- 
tive in infants, and with adults degenerating into chronic diarrhoea, are 
often perplexing to the medical practitioner who has to contend with 
indulgent mothers or bad nurses. 

Rheumatism in the acute and chronic form is very prevalent ; the 
latter species being accompanied frequently with paralysis, to an extent 
that I had not seen in Britain. The lower extremities were the parts 
oftenest affected ; and cases of long standing seldom yielded to any treat- 
ment. This malady, in a climate so dry, is attributable to the sudden vicis- 
situdes of temperature, the free use of spirituous drinks, and the careless- 
ness of the inhabitants. Travelers in the interior generally *'bush it,^ 
or sleep in the open air at night ; and in the cities, you see persons of an 
evening seated on a balcony, or between two open doors, with dress 
thrown open to court the cooling breeze from the South, which may 
have reduced the thermometer thirty degrees below the temperature of the 
previous day. " Hot winds," caused by the air passing over the sandy desert 
which occupies the interior of the continent, and coming from the north- 
west, fall u^n Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, and all the country on the 
southeast coast, like the heat from a furnace, raising the thermometer 
from 100® to 110®, in the shade. These winds prevail chiefly in sum- 
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mer ; but they are not periodical, and may occur at any season. They 
tarry occasionallyj^three days and nights in succession, but generally 
from twelve to twenty-four hours. Their influence on vegetation is ap- 
palling, and when long continued, is destructive both in the garden and 
th^ field. They are generally followed by what is termed a " brick- 
fielder " — a southerly wind, bringing a torrent of dust with a deluge of 
rain, in close succession. This wind irom the south isinvariably cold 
and perfectly chilling to the surface, the pores of which have been 
relaxed by the antecedent exalted temperature. 

Pneumonia is therefore of frequent occurrence, and, when neglected, 
is more apt to terminate in consolidation of the lung than in suppura- 
tion. This estimate is found from the number of chronic cases which 
came under my notice while one of the physicians to the Sydney Infir- 
mary and the Benevolent Asylum. 

Dysentery is a prevalent disease from the same cause, and when 
dosed by the popular remedy of j^n or brandy in the acute stage, often 
proves fetal in a few days; or degenerates into incurable diarrhoea, caus- 
ing protracted suffering and a lingering death. 

Phthisis Pulmonalis too, often presents itself, and, when it occurs 
in natives of the country, runs its stages more quickly than in Europe ; 
while emigrants who started with sufficient stamina to bear the voyage, 
are invariably improved by the mildness of the climate, and if careftd in 
their habits, never fail to obtain a favorable respite fr6m the ravages of 
this destroyer. 

Asthma is seldom met with among the natives ; and, for such affec- 
tions, this climate offers to emigrants a fevorable change, and the pros- 
pect of decided amelioration of health. 

Affections of the Liver and Kidneys are about the same average as 
with persons of similar habits in Britun ; while of Diabetes, during my , 
whole term of residence I met with but a single case. 

Influenza is endemic, and invariably characterized by greater fever 
than I had seen elsewhere. It prevails in spring and autumn, and is 
ushered in by damp westerly winds coming off the land recentiy satu- 
rated with rain, after, perhaps, a long continuance of drought These 
winds are equally trying to the constitution as the easterly winds in 
spring are to the inhabitants of Great Britain. The aged and delicate 
often fall victims to this fever, which is of a depressing character, and 
very prone to relapse ; never requiring depletion, but after the acute 
stage, always improved by generous diet, volatile stimulants and tonics. 
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The pain in the region of the frontal sinus is often intense ; and the most 
robust, who unwilling to yield to it, and relying on their strength, deter- 
mine to *^ walk it of[^'' are at length obliged to succumb, having wasted 
their strength by a foolish and unequal contest In 1853, the dogs in 
Australia were taken with a similar disease, and died by hundreda; 
which was certainly a relief to society ; for these animals are allowed to 
multiply to such an extent as to become a nuisance, and their number is 
legion. I noticed that dogs, while suffering from the fever, had severe 
and frequent spasmodic fits, simulating epilepsy; and that those that 
survived the fever, commonly had paralysis of the hinder legs. Hydro- 
phobia is yet unknown in that region. 

A form of Fever which seems to be indigenous and, as far as I am 
aware, peculiar to Australia, has occurred occasionally since 1851. It is 
conmiunicated only by inoculation from touching abraded surfaces, or 
wounding oneself in skinning or otherwise operating on animals that 
have died by the distemper. This fever was observed first among sheep 
and cows, and afterwards horses became afiected by it. The animal ia 
seized suddenly, (alls down, writhes violently, evinces extreme suffering,, 
and dies within a few hours. Enlargement and softening of the spleen 
are the only pathological indications which have been discovered ; and 
the causes of the distemper rest on no better foundation than hypothesis. 
The disease is infectious among the lower animals ; but the instances in 
which it was communicated to the human race, up to my leaving in May 
last, occurred only by inoculation. A wound inflicted by operating on 
such diseased carcases is soon followed by a sore having a phlegmonous 
base, surmounted by a vesicle of a peculiar blue aspect. From this 
point, you could trace a red line, indicating the course of the inflamed 
absorbents, to another sore, seated perhaps upon the arm ; and frequent- 
ly on the pectoral muscle of the side next the wound. These blue 
vesicles in two, three, or four days were succeeded by ulcers, with irr^^ 
ular and unhealthy edges. Fever of a congestive character sets in early, 
and if neglected, soon prostrates the sufferer. In the cases which came 
under my care, the pulse was depressed below one hundred in frequency; 
and if the case was not seen early, nor improved by medi<^ne, it soon be- 
came irregular and intermittent. The eye appeared heavy, the coun- 
tenance bloated, and the whole system languid and overpowered. If 
means were not applied in proper time, spasms of the stomach and 
bowels, hurried laborious breathing, with extreme restlessness, were the 
precursors of the fatal catastrophe. The disease being a new one, each 
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practitioner treated it aecording to the impression made upon his mind by 
the indications presented. With me, two grains of calomel and half a grain 
of opium, repeated every two or three hours, in recent cases, never failed 
to control the fever ; while fomentations to the sores, in the first stage, 
and a plaster of iodide of lead ointment, when ulcerated, alleviated tJie 
sufferings and hastened improvement. In November, 1852, 1 was called 
to see an elderly lady who, on the previous day had assisted in dressing 
the corpse of her son-in-law, who contracted the disease by wounding 
Ids hand while cutting a piece of meat,[for his dog, from the diseased 
carcass of a cow. The lady had a slight abrasion on her lip, and had 
inoculated herself by Mssing her son-in-law after death. The abrasion 
was on her under lip at the left angle ; its base was inflamed, and it had 
assumed the blue vesicle. A red streak led from this to another 8<h« on 
the left side of the chesty below the clavicle. The pulse was about 
eighty, the lip very painful, the countenance expressive of great anxiety, 
and the extremities cold. A mustard bath to the lower extremities, fo- 
mentations to the sores,— calomel and opium, with a mixture of acetate 
of wmmonia, sweet nitre, and camphor, internally,— controlled the fever, 
and conduced to a favorable recovery. About the same time I was called 
to coBAidt with another medical gentieman, for a man, in the suburbs of 
Sydney, who had wounded himself while skinning a diseased cow, two 
days previously. The fever had advanced too far ; his habits were intem- 
perate ; medicine could only alleviate his sufferings, and he died the 
next day. An autopsy being granted, we found the lungs and all the 
internal organs congested, but none of them altered in structure, except 
the spleen. It, as occurs in the lower animals, was considerably en- 
larged, and so softened that, when handled, it would break under the 
fingers. Neither of us wounded ourselves while inspecting the body ; 
we were careful to use free ablutions after the operation ; and yet a 
pricking and heated sensation in my hands and arms interrupted sleep 
during the greater part of that night ; and was followed by a feeling (A 
discomfort ; and want of appetite for nearly a week afterwards. On in- 
quiry I learned that my companion had been similarly affected and was 
eqnaUy convinced with myself that in such cases some protective means 
should be ad(^ted, as smearing the hands and arms with lard or other 
unctuous substance. 

Of this rough sketch you shall make what use you please. Should you 
think it of sufficient interest to be presented to the readers of your val- 
oaUe periodical, I do not object ; but, if your pages be preoccupied by 
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more important matter, the suppression of this will be equally agreeable 
to my taste. 

I have the honor to be, my dear sir, yours sincerely, 

GEO. FULLERTON. 
J. G. Adams, Esq., M. D. 



A Case of Calcareous Deposition on the Surface of the Hearty with 
inferences as to the manner in which the blood is propelled from that 
organ. By Thos. Addis Emmet, M. D., Visiting Physician to the 
State Emigrant Hospital, Ward's Island. 

A native of Ireland, aged 19, of spare habit, average height, fair skin 
(slightly marked by small-pox), with light-brown hair and blue eyes, un. 
married, and by trade a baker, was admitted to the division of the hos- 
pital under my charge, early in June, 1852, in care of Dr. Clements, the 
house physician, to whom I am indebted for the notes of the case. 

During a residence in California and New Orleans, of a year or more, 
he had suffered from repeated attacks of intermittent fever, accompanied 
with frequent vomiting. These attacks ceased in February, 1864. In 
May last, after a severe pain felt in the neighborhood of the umbilicus, he 
noticed, for the first time, an enlargement of his abdomen. On admis- 
sion from this cause, he complained of a dragging pain while walking, 
together with a constant feeling of suffocation, relieved by resting on the 
right side. The liver extended downwards to the iliac region, and be- 
yond the median line to the left, with some tenderness on pressure. The 
abdominal parietes were tense and doughy to the touch. The lungs were 
healthy. No valvular disease of the heart existed ; sounds unnaturally 
clear ; slight hypertrophy suspected. Appetite good ; bowels not cos- 
tive ; pulse regular ; respiration somewhat hurried ; complexion sallow ; 
conjunctiva slightly jaundiced; urine highly colored and without 
deposit 

He was placed^ on the iodide of potassium, with the comp. oint of 
iodine to be rubbed daily over the abdomen, assisted, as indicated, by 
quinine, mass, hydrarg., ext. of taraxacum, several preparations of iron, 
and at the same time, with a good and regulated diet. He continued to 
improve until the evening of September 26, when he was seized with an 
intense pain, two inches above the umbilicus, followed by vomiting of » 
small quantity of blood mixed with ingesta. The pulse became small. 
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and rose to 140 per minute, with intense coughing. On examination, 
found the respiratory murmur harsh over both lungs, with slight 
bronchial respiration at the base, on the left side. Percussion in the 
supra-clayicular region, in a downward direction, showed a marked dull- 
ness, more apparent on the right side. As other evidences were wanting 
to indicate a tuberculous deposition, this was attributed to the upward 
pressure of the enlarged liver and spleen. A few wet cups were applied 
over the seat of pain, with some dry ones to the root of the lungs ; and 
small doses of chloroform, with camphor in combination, were adminis- 
tered internally, with marked benefit. After a few hours' rest, his pulse 
gradually sank to 112, and he soon seemed to have regained his former 
condition. 

About the 1st of October, on examination of his chest, a sub-crepi- 
tant rhonchus at the base of both lungs was discovered, posteriorly. He 
fttiU continued to complain of a sense of suffocation. The heart's soimds 
were normal, but transmitted with the unusual clearness already men- 
tioned. He slept badly, while his appetite continued good. 

OcU 15/A. The liver was rapidly decreasing in size, the general con- 
dition otherwise remaining about the same. During the greater part of 
November, no marked change occurred. Toward the close of the month, 
bronchial respiration again appeared at the base of both lungs, with dull- 
ness on percussion, and prolonged expiration at the apex on the left side. 
The liver at this time extended to within an inch above the umbilicus, 
and about two inches to the left of the median line. 

Dec, 2d, After a sudden change in the weather, diarrhoea set in, with 
dyspnoea greatly increased. On the 3d, all the symptoms had become 
much aggravated, with a small quick pulse, cold skin, and intense con- 
gestion of the lungs. Four wet cups and a dozen dry ones were applied 
to chest, frictions and mustard to the extremities, and brandy and carb. 
of ammonia internally administered, without relief. He remained con- 
scious throughout, and gradually sank on the 4th inst. 

Postmortem lamination, sixteen hours after death ; weather cold. 
Suggillation general, along the back and lower portion of the arms and 
1^. Brain not examined. On elevating the sternum, it was found 
firmly adherent — the result of violent pleuro-pericarditis at some former 
period. There was no displacement of the heart ; while the deposition of 
lymph had been very extensive over the center of each ventricle, to the 
extent of nearly half an inch in thickness. The whole mass was consti- 
tuted of the calcareous formation, in a series of thin, continuous laminse. 
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Wherever this existed, a separation of the pericardium was impoesible, 
except at the expense of the structure of the heart itself. The mass grad- 
ually became thinner toward the apex, septum, and auricles, leaving a 
strip or band of the pericardium partially adherent, but free from deposi- 
tion, around the longitudinal diameter of the heart, over the apex and 
septum. From the surface of the deposition stood out a number of spc- 
ul», some of which were nearly a tenth of an inch in length. No valvu- 
lar disease existed ; both ventricles were filled with fibrinous coagula. 
The lungs were firmly adherent by the old pleuritic adheuons, the right 
one more so than the left The latter was intensely congested : dark in 
color ; the lower portion did not crepitate, and sank in water just below 
the surface. At the apex of this lung there existed three tubercles, which 
had become chalky, and the cicatrix of an old vomica, about an inch 
in length. The right lung was of a lighter color, and more cedematous. 
The abdominal viscera, throughout, were bound down and glued to- 
gether — the result of an old and very extensive peritonitis. The liver 
was adherent to the diaphragm and 8t(»nach, extending nearly to the um- 
bilicus, with rounded edges, much thickened, of a light color, friable, and 
presented every appearance of fatty degeneration. The gall-bladder was 
filled with a watery fluid, of a light green color. Stomach enlarged and 
empty, adherent to the liver and transverse colon ; the veins running 
along its curvature were much enlarged ; the mucous membrane in 
rugse, softened, and easily stripped up. The pyloric extremity presented 
a livid, dusky hue, from venous congestion ; the same appearance extend- 
ed a few inches down the duodenum, gradually fading. The large intes- 
tines healthy. Pancreas natural in size. Inferior mesenteric, splenetic, 
and gastric veins were enlarged. Spleen corrugated, and double its nat- 
ural size. Kidneys enlarged, but little changed in shape ; both much 
congested ; the commencement of Bright's disease suspected in the left 
one. Bladder nearly empty. No appearance of recent peritonitis. 

The heart was exhibited to the Pathological Society. Three cases 
had been met with by one of the members, but in neither had the depo- 
sition been so extensive, nor any abnormal sounds produced by the heart, 
to indicate the condition during life. An interesting feature in the case 
is, how flEU* the appearances presented in this most perfect specimen would 
point out the manner in which the blood is propelled from the heart. 
As a baker, being liable to great exposure, it is likely the pleuro-pericar- 
ditis resulted from suddenly checked perspiration; lymph was poured 
out, as a consequence. At some time afterwards the deposition com- 
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menoed, and on its surface the spiculse were formed. They «cted, doubt- 
less, as a constant source of irritation ; first, exudation took place from 
time to time, and in the mass, layer after layer, the plates were gradually 
formed in continuous sheets, oyer the surfilce in process of formation. 
We have seen the parts and circumstances under which they were 
involved, and especially noted that the pericardium was left in a compar- 
ative state of integrity throughout a clear space over the septum and 
apex. Now, it is natural to infer that a structure so delicate, adherent, 
and remaining unbroken, would have been formed in the first instance at 
a ipcmi where the least muscular action existed ; where it is wanting, 
under the same circumstances, we may of course infer the opposite would 
be true. Thus, then, some other cause than a mere coincidence should 
be looked for to explain this strange exemption. So few facts have been 
fumi^ed from which we can arrive at any very definite conclusion in 
reftrence to the heart's action, that the question still remains unsettled, 
and open to speculation. It is a curious frtct, among the many theories 
which have been advanced on the sulject, that so little action in propul- 
sion has been attributed to the septum between the ventricles. For 
wkat pui^XMC does its muscular development equal the outer wall of ike 
left ventricle, and exceed that of the right side, if its province is to act as 
a partition merely? This is unnecessary, from the fact that both sides 
af6 alike affected at the same time, consequ^tly the lat^*al pressure of 
one side would equalise that of the other. It has been demonstrated 
that many of the muscular fibers running from above downwards, and 
forming a large portion of the septum, pass out obliquely over the apex 
(principally from right to left), and afterwards enter the ventricles to 
form the columnie camesB, to several of which the cords tendinsB are 
attached. As the latter are given off from the columnse near to their 
insertion, it is evident their contraction can have but little influence on 
the valves, otherwise than to hold them in position, while the upward 
pressure of the blood from the ventricle, at the time of contraction, being 
greater than the force downwards from the auricles, the closure of the 
mitral valves, at least, would be perfect, and no r^pirgitation could take 
place. Through the tricu^id, it is different; for it has been observed 
that a certain portion of the venous blood always reflows to the auricles, 
from their imperfect formation ; and it is regarded as a kind provirion of 
nature against too large a quantity being driven out at any one time, to 
the lungs. Thus we are able to account for the greater development 
on the left side ; as regurgitation cannot take place without derangbg 
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the circulation through the lungs, to meet the greater resistance it is more 
necessary that the valves should be perfect, the cordie and columnar 
stronger. It is not so on account of the greater distance through which 
the arterial blood has to be^sent Were the arteries mere passive tubes, 
as Harvej taught, without possessing a peculiar elastic property of their 
own, when a small vessel is divided the flow of blood ought to continue, 
and not cease, as is fisimiliarly known to be the case. But little doubt, 
then, exists at the present day, it is presumed, in reference to their action 
of contraction — impulsive to the stimulus of distention, thus passing on- 
ward the current, but little assisted by the heart after the organ has once 
set the colunm in motion by a contraction. 

The fibers of the septum, as we have seen, after passing down from the 
fixed point around the apex into the ventricles, as the column®, return 
as such toward the point of origin, nearly parallel to their first course. 
As the same direction does not seem to be followed by all the fibers, it 
is most likely that the transverse as well as the lon^tudinal diameter of 
the septum becomes shortened at the same time. When this takes place, 
it is evident the apex must be drawn upwards, while the same action 
would make the columnae tense, to resist the lateral pressure. As the 
latter are distributed on the inner surface of the outer wall of the ventri- 
cle, while the power is acting nearly in a parallel direction from the 
given point, no bulging qf the sides can take place ; if so, the cavity 
would not be emptied, for the force being equal, as one diameter became 
shortened, the other would be proportionally lengthened, and the area 
would remain the same. Even if this would not be the case, any increase 
in the diameter, at right angles to the transverse one of the septum, must 
open^the valves, and regurgitation would be the result. The heart not 
being a single cavity, and having only one fixed point for muscular ac- 
tion, it is hard to conceive how propulsion can take place without con- 
traction of the septum, and moreover, in what manner the organ becomes 
elongated, especially during contraction. Its action must thus necessa- 
rily be limited ; and it is hardly possible, with any arrangement, that the 
ventricles could be entirely emptied. Would not the blood which is left 
assist materially at the next dilatation, while the constituents just from 
the lungs would thus become more thoroughly mixed before being sent 
out to the different portions of the body ? Many /difficulties exist in ex* 
plaining the time and circumstances attending the impulse. As it is 
nearly synchronous with the pulse at the wrist, the inference is, that it 
occurs towards the close of the systole. When the heart is at rest, its 
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shape may be regarded as a triangle, the anterior surface of which wotdd 
be formed ahnoet entirely by the right or anterior ventricle ; the poste- 
rior, by the outer wall of the left one. The base and apex of the triangle 
would be the same as that understood in reference to the heart, with the 
upper side formed by the edge of the left or posterior ventricle, near the 
septum, and its opposite one principally by the lower edge of the right 
or anterior ventricle. When contraction takes place under the circum- 
stances enumerated, as the fibers constituting the posterior or left surface 
of the septum are longer, more numerous, and stronger, the upper edge 
of the triangle would rotate posteriorly from left to right. On the other 
hand, as the blood is suddenly forced from the heart through a small 
outlet, in consequence of friction and other causes, it would have a ten- 
dency at first to move along the sides of the vessel (the aorta, for 
instance) in a spiral manner, the arch would at once deviate from its 
curve, and have, at the same time, the movement of its contents imparted ; 
thus the organ (to the right) would be lifted with a twist upward and 
forward, firom right to left, presenting the anterior surface of the triangle 
(or in other words, the outer wall of the right ventricle) against the 
thorax. 

Should the explanation which has been given as the supposed result 
of cause and efiect, be instrumental in drawing the attention of the pro- 
fesnon to the appearances presented in this curious case, so that any 
definite conclusion may be arrived at in reference to the heart's action, 
our object will have been gained, even should the deductions be proved 
incorrect. 



Case of Stricture of the Urethra at the Bulb, followed by Rupture in, 
the Membranous portion, Urinary Abscess and Fistula, the latter 
cured by the application of the Chloride of Zinc. By J. S. Thebaud, 
M. D., Surgeon to the Demilt Dispensary, Colored Home, &c. 

S C at. 46, of good constitution and temperate habits, ap- 
plied' to me in May last for a swelling near the anus, and difficulty ia 
urinating. On examination, I found a stricture at the bulb, and an ab- 
cesB pointing one inch to the right of the anus, which was at once opened 
with a lancet ; on inserting a probe, a fistulous track was discovered 
extending upwards along the rectum for a distance of two inches, where 
it branched off slightly to the right, and then continuing somewhat 
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anteriorly, evidently communicated with the membranous portion of the 
urethra. The instrument could be felt distinctly in close contact with 
the walls of the rectum ; but there was no opening at any time during 
the progress of the disease into that organ. A constant discharge <^ pus 
and urine was kept up, in spite of treatment, for more than five months, 
affording abundant evidence of well-established fistula. 

Although the patient was able to pass his water, in a very small 
stream, still the smallest instrument, flexible or metallic, could not be 
introduced, for some ten days, beyond the bulb ; this was finally accom- 
plished, and his urethra dilated to the size of No. 36 of B6niqu6's bougies, 
though the stricture had existed for more than twenty years. 

During two months, the tr^tment consisted in dilatation of the 
stricture of the urethra, incisions, more or less deep, through the fistu- 
lous canal, the introduction of lint, &c., &c 

At the end of this time, I was induced, at the suggestion of Jk. 
Dupierris, of Havana, to make use of the Perchloride €f Ircn^ and ac- 
cordingly gave a &ir trial to that treatment up to the month of October. 
The fluid, at first diluted with one-half water, subsequently pure, was 
injected by means of a syringe along the whole length of the tmek, in 
the commencement, every third or fourth day, and afterward daily ; the 
result of this was, the bringing away of sloughs, and increasing the dis- 
<iharge of pus; but the canal remained without any disposition to 
4ulhere. 

October 1st. There being no improvement, it became necessary to 
dilate the fistula, with a view to ascertain positively whether or not it 
conmiimicated with the rectum, how far it really extended (an ordinary 
probe entering nearly four inches), and whether its division into the 
rectum would be advisable. To accomplish this, compressed sponge 
was daily introduced for a week ; when becoming fully dilated, no open- 
ing could be discovered into the rectum, though it followed its walls for 
some distance, whilst nothing further was revealed beyond what the 
probe had already indicated, namely, its length and direction. 

The Perchloride of Iron was again resorted to as before, for about 
ten days, without effect ; and the fistula resumed its original aspect, which 
clearly showed the absolute inefilcacy of the treatment 

October 20th. In consultation with Dr. D., we concluded to make 
use of the Chloride of Zinc as a caustic ; and for that purpose some of 
the powder was mixed with flour, spread like a paste on a piece of linen, 
.and allowed to harden ; a strip of this was rolled up spirally upon itself 
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and introduced into the fistula, was allowed to remain three hours, when 
it was remoYed and the patient directed to keep as quiet as possible ^ 
though the same afternoon he rode 20 miles in a railroad car. For 
several days, portions of the lining membrane of the fistula sloughed out, 
and there was considerable discharge of blood and matter. 

October 30th. Although the fistula still remained unhealed, it had 
assumed a more healthy appearance, and it was determined to ^ve the 
Chloride of Zinc another trial ; but that the caustic might come in con* 
tact with every portion of the walls of the fistula, it was decided to dilate 
with compressed sponge as before, and inmiediately on its removal, to 
introduce the caustic and allow the walls to contract upon it. Accord- 
ingly, a long piece of compressed sponge was introduced at nine, A. M., 
and allowed to remain until one, P. M. ; and on its removal, the zinc was 
inunediately inserted as before, with the exception that the linen on which 
the paste had been smeared was carefully rolled around a gum elastic 
bougie ; this being flexible, at the same time sufficiently strong to allow 
of considerable pressure, it followed more easily the curve of the fistula, 
and was forced with more certainty to the end of the tract 

The plug was allowed to remain five hours, and on withdrawing 
it, a portion of the lining membrane came away with it ; the patient 
performed his usual journey in the tars ; for some days there was con- 
siderable discharge of pus, blood, and shreds of membrane ; but on the 
tenth day these ceased, and the fistula contracted upon itself without 
compression, or any other assistance; in a few days it was entirely 
healed. 

Mr. C , during the whole of his treatment, was not necessarily 

obliged to absent himself a single day from business, but, on the con- 
trary, made a trip daily from his country seat to the city, and back again, 
a distance of about 20 miles. 

16 Le Roy Place. 



due of Tracheotomy. By J. M. Murdock, M. D., House Surgeon to 
Bellevue Hospital. 

The Editors of the New York Medical Times. 

GsKTLBMEN — ^Thc followlug casc is one in which I have taken much 
interest ; and as it presents a new cause of suffocation, viz., inspissated 
mucus in the trachea^ it may not be uninteresting to your readers. 

Eliza Campbell, child, aged fourteen months, was admitted into this 
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Hospital on Sunday, Dec. 10th, at 4 o'clock P. M. The statement of the 
grandmother, who accompanied the child, was, that she had always been 
healthy, except the occurrence of a slight convulsion, three months pre- 
vious, while teething. Since that time she has enjoyed good health, and 
on the day of the present attack was unusually bright and active ; that 
about an hour previous to her admission, while playing with a piece of 
meat given her to suck, she was seized with a fit of coughing, and 
became blue in the face. The child was then taken to a drug-store, and 
an emetic administered, which produced copious vomiting, but no relief 
to the dyspncea. She was then brought to Bellevue Hospital. 

When admitted, which was about an hour after the accident, she 
presented the appearance of being asphyxiated. The lips and face were 
of a venous hue ; respiration was labored and hurried, and the crowing 
sound of croup was heard, during both inspiration and expiration. Dr. 
Sands, one of the house physicians, being the first who saw the patient, 
immediately introduced his finger into the pharynx without detecting 
any foreign body. He then passed a probang through the oesophagus* 
with the same result. The patient was failing so fast, that it was the 
opinion of all the members of the house-staflf present, that unless respira- 
tion was reestablished by an operation, death would soon be the result 

Accordingly, with the assistance of these gentlemen, I performed the 
operation of tracheotomy, the patient scarcely losing a teaspoonful of 
blood, and made search for the foreign body, but without success. She 
was so much relieved by the operation that it was thought proper to dis- 
continue the search until rest was obtained. A silver canula was then 
introduced into the opening, through which the patient easily respired. 
She then sank into a quiet slumber, which continued, with slight inter- 
missions, until 12 o'clock, a period of eight hours. At that time, respi- 
ration became more labored and hurried, probably from the fact that 
the foreign body had fallen from the larynx into the trachea, and had 
stopped at a point below the artificial opening. At 1 o'clock P.M., 
Drs. J. R. Wood and Sayre, visiting surgeons to the Hospital, saw the 
patient, and concluded to make further search for the foreign body. 
Accordingly, Dr. Sayre, by means of a silver probe, after a little search 
succeeded in extracting from below the opening a small, hard substance, 
which, on further examination, was found to be inspissated mucus. 
After the removal of this foreign body, respiration again became easy, 
and hopes of permanent recovery were entertained ; but in a few hours 
it became evident that the patient was sinking. The skin was hot ; the 
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pulse small, and 190 per minute, the respiration more labored than it 
had previously been, and 94 per minute. She died at 6 o'clock the next 
morning, thirty-eight hours after the accident. 

On postmortem examination, both lungs, with the exception of the 
middle lobe of the right, presented the appearance of pneumonia in the 
second stage. This was probably caused by the congestion dependent 
on imperfect aeration of the blood. No foreign body was found in the 
larynx, trachea, or bronchi. I think that these appearances justify us in 
saying, that had the child been brought to the Hospital half an hour 
earlier, the operation might have preserved life. 

Bbllevub Hospital, Dec, 21, 1854. 

NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meeting of the Academy was held at the University, January 
3rd, 1855. Dr. J. M. Smith, President, in the chair. Present fifty 
Fellows. The minutes of the last meeting were read, and approved. 

The Committee on Admissions reported the name of Dr. W. J. 
Johnson, for resident fellowship. Dr. Johnson was balloted for, and 
elected resident Fellow. 

Dr. Bedford asked permission to present a Communication which he 
had received from Messrs. Rilliet & Barthez, of Geneva, in which those 
gentlemen request the privilege of becoming Corresponding Fellows of 
die Academy. The Communication was referred to the Committee on 
Admissions. 

The report of the Recording Secretary was read, and on motion, 
accepted. The Finance Committee reported bills for payment to the 
amount of $41 00, which were ordered to be paid. The Committee also 
read their annual report, which was accepted. 

The Committee on Publication reported through the Secretary, Dr. 
Jenkins : the report was accepted. 

The Trustees reported through S. P. White — accepted. 

Dr. Francis reported for the Astor Library Committee, 

The Treasurer read his annual report, which was accepted. Total 
i?ecei>^», durinff year, $2,226 72. Expenses, $2S2 13. The Treasurer 
in pursuance of a resolution passed at the last meeting of the Academy, 
presented a list of delinquent members. After some discussion, Dr, F, 
C, Stewart moved that the reading of the paper be postponed till the 
meeting of the Academy in February. Dr, Uardner moved as an amend- 
ment that the resolution passed by the Academy be republished in the 
notice for next month. The amendment was accepted, and the motion, 
as amended, passed. 
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The report of the Foreign Corresponding Secretary was read, and 
on motion, accepted. Dr, G. Carter moved that the buaineas of the 
Academy be suspended for the purpose of going into the Election for 
Officers — carried. 

The reports of the Inspectors and Tellers having been made, the 
following gentlemen were declared elected, viz. 

For President — Dr. John W. Francis ; Vice Presidents — Drs. R L. 
Beadle, Ist V. P. ; F. C. Stewart, 2d ; G. Buck, 3d ; Wm. Detmold, 4th ; 
Recording Secretary — Dr. S. Conant Foster ; Assistant Secretary — ^Dr. 
J. W. Green ; Domestic Corresponding Secretary — ^Dr. S. T. Hubbard ; 
Foreign Corresponding Secretary — Dr. J. G. Adams ; Treasurer — ^Dr. 
J. O. Pond; lAhrarianr^lh. T. F. Cock; Trustees— Ih^ G. Carter, 
Jas. Anderson, Wm, Rockwell, B. Ogden, R. S. Eissam, Wm. N. Blake- 
man, S. P. White. 

The following gentlemen were elected Delegates to the State Medical 
Society, viz. Drs. Joel Foster, S. T. Hubbard, L. A. Sayre, J. H. Gris- 
com, W. N. Blakeman. On motion of Dr. F. C. Stewart, it was resolved 
that Hie delegation have power to fill vacancies. 

The following Standing Committees were appointed, viz. Commit- 
tee on Admissions — Drs. Beadle, Blakeman, Ogden, Vandervoort, and 
Schilliog ; Committee on Medical Ethics — Drs. Isaac Wood, Anderson, 
Batchelder, Warren, Bliss; Committee on Finance — Drs. Van Pelt, 
Adams, J. S. Carter, Jas, O. Smith, E. Fields ; Committee on Publiea- 
turns — Drs. Hubbard, Bulkley, Jenkins, Purple, Telkampf. 

Dr. S, C Foster moved that that part of the report of the Committee 
on Sections which, through some mistake, was not printed in the notices 
of last month, viz. the 7th Section — entitled Public health, dbc^ he 
printed in the next notices. Dr. J. W. Green moved, as an amendment, 
that the whole be reprinted, viz. the Seven Sections with the names of 
the gentlemen attached to them. The motion, as amended, was passed. 

The following nominations were made for Orator, for 1855, viz. Drs, 
John Watson, R. Watts, E. L. Beadle, J, Bolton, Pliny Earle, R. S. Kis- 
sam, B. Ogden, L. A. Sayre, B. F. Barker, J. W. Corson. 

Div Batchelder moved that the alterations in the Constitution and 
By-Laws, as proposed by the Committee on Sections, be adopted — car- 
ried unanimously. 

On motion, 250 copies of the Oration and 250 copies of the Report 
on Solidified Milk were given to the Author. Subsequently the motion 
was reconsidered, and 50 additional copies of the report were given to 
the Author, Dr. J, W. Corson offered the following resolution, viz. 

Resolved, That tjiis Academy, believing the faithful record of Medi- 
cal Statistics to be of great public and professional importance, respect- 
fully recommend to its Fellows and friends to aid the laudable efforts of 
the City Inspector by stating fully, the occupation, residence, cause of 
death, and otlier particulars, in the ordinary Certificates of Mortality, 
Carried. Adjourned, 
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n. NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
Extracts from the Minutes. By J. Foster Jenkins, M. D., Secretary. 

Dec. ISth^ 1854. — Dr. Sayre exhibited amass of inspissated mucus, 
removed from the larynx of a child after tracheotomy. The operation, by 
Dr. Murdoch^ was indicated by apparently impending suflfocation. [See 
original communication by Dr. Murdock in this number.] 

Dr. Finnell exhibited the femoral artery of a man, with the follow- 
ing history : Six weeks before death a swelling was noticed at the inner 
portion of the thigh, the pain of which caused him to take to his bed 
at the end of a week. The swelling increasing, the surgeon in atten- 
dance ; made a deep incision into the tumor ; but no pus escaped, and 
the swelling increased in size. There was, however, a good deal of 
haemorrhage. On consultation the swelling was pronounced a malig- 
nant fungoid tumor, and amputation was recommended. Consent, 
however, could not be obtained. The next day the femoral artery was 
tied, which checked the haemorrhage, and the size of the limb dimin- 
ished, until, on the third day afterwards, it was nearly of the natural size. 
The patient became pale and exhausted, with the pulse at ISO. The sac 
suppurated freely, and three weeks after the operation the patient died. 
The autopsy showed the lower third of the lemur bare. It was evident 
that the periostitis of commencing necrosis had caused the pain and the 
first swelling. The incision had cut a branch of the femoral artery, and 
the effusion of blood into the cellalar tissue caused an increase of 
iwelling. 

Dr. Emmet exhibited an unusually large specimen of calcification on 
the surface of the pericardium. The patient (set. 19 years) had died at 
Ward Island Hospital, of congestion of the lungs. There had been no 
interruption of the circulation ; the sounds of the heart were very clear ; 
and at the autopsy the valves were found healthy. The liver was fatty 
and enlarged, weighing eight pounds.. The spleen was enlarged, and 
there were signs of chronic peritonitis.* Dr. Clark had not seen so ex- 
tensive a deposit of calcification. These deposits do not occur except in 
the substance of the heart, unless as a result of pericarditis. He had 
seen two instances of the deposit of bony matter, so called, in the mus- 
cular tissue of the heart ; but it could not be distingliished in the living 
patient, so far as he was aware, nor can we tell under what circum- 
stanoes effused products of inflapamation become calcified. Dr. Metcalfe 
had seen a patch of calcification on the external surface of the pericard- 
ium two and a half inches long, by one and a half inch wide : there had 
been pericarditis. 

Dr. Enos exhibited a specimen of encephaloid disease of the liver. 



* For report of this case in full, with remarki, Me Original Gommunicatioiia in 
(ha present nnmber of the Medieal Times. 

YOL. IT. NO. 5. 14 
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taken from a woman sixty-seven years of age. The patient had been in 
comparatively good health, but rather feeble until within six months of 
her death. She then had some symptoms of indigestion, which was not 
surprising, as she was nearly toothless. Gradually, however, her symp- 
toms became more severe, and not referable to the stomach merely. 
Pain in the epigastric and hypochondriac regions became more frequent 
and severe. The liver became enlarged, very tender and nodulated, which, 
together with the duration of the malady, led me to infer the existence of 
malignant disease. Duringthe last month of her illness, there was painful 
and difficult deglutition. Her evacuations were scanty and tarry, and to- 
wards the close of life, sometimes purulent During the last week, her 
extremities were cedematous, but there was no ascites. The lower 
extremity of the oesophagus, the cardiac end of the stomach, and the 
spleen, were involved in the cancerous difficulty ; were soft, ulcerated, 
dark, and easily broken down. Dr. Clark inquired if there was any or- 
ganic disease in which nodulations of any considerable size existed, ex- 
cept cancer ? He thinks them characteristic of cancer. 

Dr, Markoe exhibited a tibia affected with phoffCBdenic ulcer, with 
the following history : A man {est, 32) of healthy appearance, was ad- 
mitted into New York Hospital Sept 10th, 1864, with a large ulcer on 
the skin, connected with enlargement of the tibia. It was first caused 
by an injury twenty years before ; a heavy piece of machinery falling on 
his leg, and inflicting a lacerated and contused wound. It has never 
healed perfectly. It has been during most of the time, a small 
ulcer, which gave no trouble; but at several periods, from causes 
not evident, it has enlarged and become very painful, with promi- 
nent granulations, which at times have bled freely. The last of 
these attacks under which he is now suffering, commenced about 
twelve weeks ago. No bone has ever been discharged. Has never had 
Syphilis. The ulcer, on his admission, was on the middle of the front of 
the leg, the bones above and below being much enlarged. The surface 
of the ulcer nearly of the size, of the palm of the hand, was irregular, 
prominent, formed by large, hard, wart-like granulations, giving issue to 
a thin, fetid, watery fluid. The probe, on being passed down among the 
granulations, entered, at several points, half an inch into the substance 
of the tibia, and encountered rough spicluae, particularly around the 
margin of the sore, where there seemed to be a border of sharp ulcerated 
bone. No great inflammation or tenderness appeared around the sore. 
Several severe haemorrhages had occurred, and he suffered a great deal 
of pain. Finding no improvement. Dr. Buck, on the 23rd Sept, cut 
down and exposed the tibia, and found that the wart-like granulations 
sprung from a true ulcer of the bone, which was hypertrophied above 
and below. By a chisel, the whole ulcerated portion was removed down 
to what seemed to be healthy but hypertrophied tissue. This made an 
excavation half an inch deep, and opening at one point into the medul- 
lary cavity. It was dressed lightly, and allowed to granulate. No relief 
to pain followed the operation. The wound did not assume a healthy 
action, but produced the large, unhealthy, wart-like granulatiqps, bleeding 
freely from slight causes. Several large pieces of bone came away, and 
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ulcerative action seemed to be progressive in the center of the sor^ The 
patient was failing in general health, and, at his own request, the limb 
was amputated just below the knee. His recovery was good. On ex- 
amination, the specimen shows the lower two-thirds of both bones much 
hypertrophied. At the point of the ulcer there is a loss of substance of 
the tibia equal to one-third of its diameter. The excavation is covej-ed, 
and partly filled up, with cauliflower-looking granulations containing no 
bone. The bony structure seemed irregularly excavated and worm-eaten. 
The posterior surface of the bone showed that diseased action is pene- 
trating through the whole structure. It is prominent, with irregular, 
nodulated deposits of new bone ; and the substance of the tibia looks as 
if were infiltrated with the same material as that composing the granu- 
lations. This encephaloid-looking matter appeared to form the substance 
of the skin, and granulations were, in several places, infiltrated into the 
muscles. Examination under the^microscope gives unequivocal evidence 
of malignancy. 

Dr, Bolton exhibited a specimen of internal strangulated hernia, for 
which he was indebted to Dr. H. W. Brown, and from whom he had re- 
ceived a statement of the previous history. The patient, a woman of 
seventy-eight years of,age, had suffered for three days, when seen by Dr. 
Brown, alt the symptoms of strangulated hernia except stercpraceous 
vomiting, which was absent throughout There was intense paroxysmal 
pain in the abdomen, with excessive tenderness, both more noticeable on 
the right side, as was also, in a less degree, the distention of the belly, 
which was very great There was obstinate constipation. In the right 
groin a tumor was found, nearly the size of a pullet's Qgg^ movable at 
its lower portion, free from tension, and which felt like omentum. Dr. 
Brown then performed the operation for strangulated hernia, with the 
advice and assistance of Drs. Buck, Watts, and Van Roth. On opening 
the hernial sac, a small quantity of glairy fluid escaped, but no intestine 
could be seen or felt, nor, even after the incisions were prolonged 
up to the internal ring, could the finger be passed into the abdomi- 
nal cavity. The hernial sac was evidently an old one, whose neck 
had become obliterated by the adhesive inflammation excited by 
the truss at some former period, when the intestine had been re- 
duced, leaving the sac in situ. As no indication for further interference 
existed, the wound was closed. Death ensued in twenty-four hours ; and 
the autopsy revealed recent general peritonitis, with abundant evidence 
of a former attack. An internal strangulation of the small intestine 
was found, which Dr. Dal ton showed to the Society. The strangplation 
was effected by a firm, round cord of adventitious membrane, evidently 
an old adhesion, extending from the free edge of the ileum, encircling 
the neck of the strangulated portion, and attached by its opposite 
extremity to a part of the mesentery, in which were two calculous concre- 
tions, apparently phlebolites. The strangulated portion was about eight- 
een inch "8 in length, was deeply congested, and its folds adherent to 
each other by soft, recent exudation. 

Dr. Dalton also exhibited a specimen of Filaria Gracilis, which he 
had found recently in the posterior cavity of the peritoneum of a mon- 
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key. ^he parasite was lying perfectly free between the peritoneal layers 
of the great omentum. It was a female, eight and a half inches long, 
and one hundredth of an inch in thickness. It had an external cutan- 
eous investment one three- thousandth of an inch thick, and finely striated 
transversely, a layer of subcutaneous longitudinal muscular fibers, and a 
double intestine running from mouth to anus, and xx)iled spirally round 
itself. 

Also a specimen of Cataract from a dog. In this case both eyes 
were equally affected. The opacity was confined to the external layers 
of the crystalline lens, and disposed in irregular streaks, like the veins 
of variegated marble. The microscope showed it to be owing to a 
deposit of fatty granules and globules between the fibers of the lens. 

Adjourned. 
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ForeignCorrespondence, — ^Translated for the New* York Medical Times. 
By John W. Qrbbn, M.D; « 

Paris, Ut Dec^ 1854. 
Messiburs Editors, 

The Stance Solennelleof the School of Medicine took place, as usual, 
on the 15th of November, the Dean, Paul Dubois, presiding, assisted 
by M. M. Gavarret and Adelon. The professors and agreg^s were 
robed, and placed immediately in front of the platform. The funeral 
eulogy this year was oi; M. Orfila, delivered by Berard, Professor of 
Physiology. The papers tell you of a tumult^ a noise^ and of a disorder 
entirely unusual. There was, in reality, almost an imeute, and as this 
emeute had a sufi&cient cause, as Dr. Pangloss would say, I shall be 
obliged to enter into some details which will have the advantage of mak- 
ing you understand something of the organization of the school, and of 
the motives for this disturbance. 

A student, in order to obtain the diploma of Doctor, isjobliged to 
take at the School of Medicine sixteen inscriptions dunug four years, i.e., 
four in each year. The inscriptions are paid for in the months of No- 
vember, January, April, and July, from the 1st to the 15th of each 
montlR The student goes at these times to the office of the Secretary 
of the Faculty, pays the price of the inscription, and the cashier gives 
him a receipt. Being paid for, in order to take it, he' goes again to the 
office in the months of December, March, June, and August, from the 
15th to the 30th, presents the receipt, and signs his name upon the regis- 
ter. He is then considered as duly inscribed. Under Pancien regime, the 
prices were, respectively, 12 inscriptions at 50 francs =. 600 ; 3 inscrip- 
tions at 30 francs ». 90 ; 1 inscription at 35 francs = 35 ; and the ex- 
aminations, 5 for 150 ; amounting to 725 francs for all his inscriptions. 
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Then came the examinations^ of which there are five, besides that on the 
thesis. Each examination costs 30 francs, and the thesis 165 francs, 
making a total of 1040 francs. 

This is what every student has had to pay. During the month of Sep- 
tember, a new law was promulgated by the government, which reduced 
the inscriptions to 30 francs each, and at the same time augmented the 
examinations 60 francs, thus making them 90 francs each. No one 
complained of this until the Minister of Public Instruction decided the 
law to be applicable to all students, old or new^ which was decidedly 
unjust ; as, you see, the student who has taken out all his inscriptions 
Tinder the old law, by which he paid 725 francs, is obliged to pay for 
the examinations at the new price, 90 francs in place of 30 francs. 
By this he loses 300 francs, ** inde irce 1" 

M. Berard is Inspector General of Medicine. He is accused of having 
proposed this law, or at least of having remained passive, instead of re- 
monstrating against it. The students resolved to hiss him. He heard 
of their intention, and sent them word, otie hour before the sdance, that it 
was not his fault. This certainly was not adroit on his part; for the old 
proverb has it, " The hen that cackles has laid." Then Berard was 
the culprit ; and although he is very much liked, and notwithstanding 
that the memory of Orfila is very dear to the school, the students made 
a most frightful noise. Twice were they menaced by the dean, that he 
would terminate the stance and call in the police ; but the noise was still 
kept up, and so well, that I was unable to hear a word of the discourse, 
which you will find in the Gazette des Hopitaux. Berard was frightened, 
and has postponed his course, which should have been given in Novem- 
ber, until next April. The government, upon reconsideration, have 
decided that the old students need pay but 1260 francs, which is accord- 
ing to the new tariflf. We lose by this 160 francs. 

At the Clinique Hospital, Nelaton informed us that he would not give 
an introductory lecture. He preferred giving a re8um6 at the close of 
the term. The students would then be able to understand him, after 
having followed him through a year. He observed that in future he 
should not have the name of the patient placed on the card at the foot 
of the bed, as he thought it exercised a bad influence on many of them. 
Spealpng of one upon whom he had operated for cataract, he said, " I 
operated upon him, but did not endeavor to fix the eye. I made a punc- 
ture near the external part of the cornea. I introduced the knife. The 
patient was seized with a nervous trembling, and turned the eye towards 
the internal angle of the orbit ; and the cornea was hidden. I attempted 
central puncture. I tried to bring back the cornea ; the extremity of 
my instrument broke. The fragment fell into the anterior chamber, be- 
tween the cornea and the iris. Should I withdraw the instrument ? But 
this would be to resume the operation. Neither could I leave this 
foreign body there. I thought the best plan to pureue would be to con- 
tinue the operation, by cutting the cornea with the sharp angle of the 
instrument I made the section ; the crystalline fell out ; the fragment 
of the knife remained. I took a small scoop and searched for it, found, 
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and withdrew it. The patient is cured." M. Nelaton has, out of hi» 
last six operations, had success in four. He has recommended to those 
of the students who follow him, to write him a note in case they would 
like to hear a clinical lesson on any particular subject. 

Guersant, of the Enfants Malades, in his opening lesson, endeavored to 
establish, that in order to be a complete surgeon, one must know well 
the surgical diseases of children. He glanced rapidly at the special dif- 
ficulties of these little people, then at those common both to infants and 
adults, then at those common to childhood and old age. He al-o sp »ke 
of a case of ununited fracture, treated after the method of our friend, Dr. 
Brainard,'in which he reports complete failure. 

At La ChariU, Velpeau told us that the clinical was not like other 
courses of lectures ; that this species of teaching has neither commence- 
ment nor end. It is " la medicine appliquee,''^ It is the image of prac- 
tice. A clinical professor is one who renders to you the account of the 
patient which he sees. He spoke of different patients, and then gave us 
a very interesting lecture "on pu^." I will give you a resum6 of it in 
my next, as it is too long. With it you will also receive a little resum6 
of M. Bernard's, who is about to commence his course of Physiology at 
the College of France. 

2l8t Dec. — You are aware»that M. Br6ant left 20,000 francs as a priie 
to any one who would discover a specific for cholera, and its cause. 
According to the will of Mr. B., the Academy of Sciences is charged to 
adjudge this priz^ A committee has been appointed, and CI. Bernard 
read the conditions, which you will find in the Hebdomadaire. Schoen- 
bein's (professor of chemistry at Bale) theory you are acquainted with. 
At Berlin, during the prevalence of cholera, the complete absence of 
ozone has been verified. Dr. Boeckel, of Strasburg, has remarked the 
"same state of things in this city, and remarks that the ozone began to 
reappear as the cholera decreased. Dr. Billiard, of Corbigny, regards 
the diminution of ozone as the first cause of cholera. Ozone is but 
modified oxygen. This matter has b'^en studied by a great number 
of learned men, from 1785, by Van Marum, to 1851, when it was 
brought up again by Schoenbein. Berzelius and Farraday also occupied 
themselves with it. At last, in 1 852, Fremy and Becquerel demonstrated 
that, under the action ofelectricity, oxygen acquired new properties ; and 
they proposed to replace the name ozone by that of electerized oxygen. 
This body ai)j)ears to play a great part in the development of epidemics. 
According to an American, E. S. Gaillard, there is a relation between 
the prt senco of this matter nnd the appearance of intermittent fevers. 
Boeckel notices the same in malarial and paludal fevers. According to 
Schoenbein, a consi<lerable quantity of ozone has been observed in the 
atmosphere of Berlin during an epidemic grippe (influenza), when all 
were attacked, whether predisposed to affections of the mucous membrane 
or not. To close, they have invented an ozonoscope, to discover the 
quantity of ozone contained in the air. 

Jf. Requin^ Professor of Medical Pathology in the School of Paris, 
is seriously ill. 
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You are aware that Jobert was appointed to the chair of clinical 
surgery, vacant by the death of Professor Roux. But as M. Laugier 
has taken the service at the H6tel Dieu, and left La Piti6 it was the 
place of M. Jobert'to fill the post vacated by M. Laugier. It appears 
that this does not please the surgeon of the Emperor, so he has trans- 
ported liis clinique to the H6tel Dieu, where we have two professors of 
surgical clinique, and none at La Pitio. The students thus lose a clin- 
ique ; for formerly there was a clinique throughout the year at both these 
hospitals, but now, probably, M. Laugier will give us six months, and 
then we will have M. Jobert for the six succeeding. 

Malgaigne has commenced his course at the School of Medicine. 

M, CI. Bernard^ as Professor Suppliant of Magendie, will commence 
his course on Physiology, on Saturday, 23d December. It will be in- 
teresting, as some new facts are to be produced. 

Dr. Auzias Turenne, the author of the Theory of Syphilization, has 
commenced a course of lectures at the Amphitheatre of the Ecole Pra- 
tique. 

We have two facts which prove that new-born infants can live with- 
out respiring for hours, and in the midst of the most unfavorable cir- 
cumstances. These facts have not less interest for physiology, than for 
legal medicine. A servant, 23 years of age, was taken suddenly, at half- 
past four o'clock, with labor pains. She was alone, leaning against a 
wall. She was delivered, and lost her consciousness. When she re- 
covered, the child was cold. She believed it dead. Digging a hple in 
the garden, she interred it, " lafouce toumke vers U fond, et le recouvrait 
de terre?'' Some hours later she avowed all. At half-past nine, t. c, five 
hours after the time of birth, the child was disinterred. It was cold, and 
appeared perfectly dead. A sage femme carried it into the house, and 
tied the cord. For two hours a physician did all in his power to reani- 
mate the child. At last it respired feebly, then cried, and was given to 
a nurse, when it seized the breast with avidity. It died of convulsions 
on the fourth day. 

Another infant was bom during the month oi January. It gave no dgns 
of life. The skin was bluish, and the heat disappeared, little by little. 
Hiree hours after birth, it was taken out of the bed, and carried into 
another room, which was not warmed. At evening it was put into a 
coffin, in doing which a nail tofe the skin. The coffin was closed, but 
the windows of the room remained open all night. Twenty -three hours 
after birth, Dr. Maschka was called to examine the body. The body 
was cold, bluish, eyes and mouth shut, the articulation of the extremi- 
ties were mobile ; there were no symptoms of rigidity nor cadaveric spots. 
"Astonished by these last circumstances, but not doubting of the real death 
of the child, I placed the stethoscope upon the region of the hearty more 
by complaisance than for any other reason. What was my surprise ! I 
heard, feebly, it is true, and at long intervals, but I heard distinctly, the 
sounds of the heart It was impossible to appreciate the shock of the 
heart against the thoracic walls, or to see any movement whatever in 
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the corresponding intercostal space. Immediately we attempted to re- 
animate the infant ; but it was useless. 

On postmortem examination the next day, there were found cadaveric 
spots and rigidity. The lungs were of a dark red color, not containing 
air ; heart normal, containing a little blood in the half of the left cavity ; 
the right cavities were empty. This infant has lived, for its heart has 
beat, and it has not respired, and has lived twenty-three hours. In the 
other case, the lungs had acted. It was either catalepsy, or infants can 
be saved oftener than is generally supposed. (See Gazette des Hopitx^^ 
No. 182, Art. by Vulpian^ 

Here is another fact that will amaze you, and show you how supersti- 
tious we are in France. I cite it because it has a little to do with medicine. 
Miss B. C, has had for years complete loss of voice. Last Friday, on 
leaving the church, where she had been present at a mas<, which ter- 
minated the neuvaine, made to implore the intercession of the most blessed 
Germaine de Pitrac (Heaven knows who she is), she suddenly recovered 
the full use of her speech. This miraculous fact h^s been verified by a 
great number of persons, and is, at present, the great subject of conver- 
sation, (-fire imperial de Tarhes.) 

Gavarretj professor at the School of Medicine, is about to publish a 
work upon *' Animal Heat." 

GuSriUj prosector at Clamart, has published the first part of his 
** Treatise on Surgery," with very beautiful plates. 

At the Hdtel Dieu^ Rostan has commenced his clinical lectures. In 
speakmg tx> the students of a case in one of his wards, he made the fol- 
lowing remark : — " In this bed is foiind a convalescent from cholera, 
offering extreme emaciation, cough, rational and some of the physical 
signs of tuberculization. Is it not remarkable that the cholera should be 
followed by thoracic accidents? Tuberculization, can it be the sequel of 
cholera ?" It is possible. Different cases that I have seen, would lead 
me to believe it. In this same ward, we have two patients, having tuber- 
cles, which have, perhaps, been developed under the influence of typhus. 
For me J this is an acquired fact. I attended, in my private practice, a ^ 
young man with a typhoid affection. He was cured. Later, his parents 
said to me, " Our son has the fever again." I examined him, but found 
nothing typhoid, and there was no sign of tuberculization. Three months 
after, he died from the effects oi d^ perfectly characterized tuberculous dis- 
ease,* ' A. C. 

* Any thin^ that will reduce the energieB or depreciate the vitality of the sys- 
tem to a certain de^ee will, if there be any predisposition, produce taberculiza- 
tion ; and if in addition, the laws of hygiene are sufficiently transgressed, will in 
any case, with or without predisposition. We are aWre of its following rabeola, 
scarlatina, pertussis, typhus, syphilis; and one case is known where tubercu- 
losis followed a fracture, the patient being before the accident, to appearance, 
very healthy. 

In this case I find some points not quite so clear as I should wish. M. Rostan, 
bad charee of a man with "une affection typhoide.** Now, Fuchs employs th« 
word typhoid for a family of diseases, as distinguished from pblogoses. Some 
French writers consider the typhus of the European Continent identical with 
typhoid affection. They say typhus b peculiar to E^land. What was this 
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Quackery, — By Dr. J. Augustine Smith'. 

[It is proper to state, that this communication waB written for and 
published in the columns of a religious periodical, and that we have 
been requested by a medical friend, for whose opinion we have a high 
regard, to re-publish it for the benefit of the profession. We regret 
that, bj an oversight, its publication has been so long delayed. — Eds.] 

A case in which, to appearance, an attack of Hydrophobia was pre- 
vented by the use of the mad stone, has been published in the daily 
papers. I say in appearance, because no reliance can be placed upon a 
single instance, since, as is well known, many animals, whether human or 
" mute," as Lord Erskine delighted to express the idea, do escape infec- 
tion, although bitten by dogs undoubtedly mad. Nor, in truth, was one 
of the remedies employed by Dr. Thayer, sen., the most appropriate. 
Suction should indeed be had recourse to as soon as possible after the 
wound has been inflicted ; and if the membrane lining the operator's 
gums and mouth be sound, he incurs no risk whatever. This was proved 
some years ago by an eminent and exceedingly intelligent canine doctor 
in London, who stated to a committee of the House of Commons, that 
he had repeatedly forced bread mixed with the saliva of rabid dogs, 
down the tnroats of those which were healthy ; and although these re- 
sisted strongly, they suffered no inconvenience from swallowing such 
food. Incision, however, is far inferior in cases of this kind to the actual 
cautery, and the higher the temperature of the iron the better, as a 
white heat is not only more prompt, and therefore more eflBcacious, but 
causes less pain — the nerves being too quickly and too thoroughly disor- 
ganized readily to receive impressions and transmit sensations. But 
the foregoing remarks are chiefly intended to introduce a somewhat 
singular narrative, and to deduce therefrom certain views and opinions 
which conjointly may prove not devoid of interest. And first for my 
story. 

The western shore of the Chesapeake Bay is formed in part by the 
county of Mathews, where excellent ship timber formerly abounded. 
Many vessels were consequently there constructed, and, hence, the place 



typhoid affection ? Was it pare typhus ? or was it a caohectio condition, simulating 
typhus ? ** II a ffueri.** Probably by the use of generous diet, tonics, stimulants, dec , 
he was carrie<^ for the time, above that degree of hectic, and to appearance cured. 
What was the patient's state when the doctor's attention was called to it for the 
second time f M. Rostan saw no sign of typhus, or of tuberculosis. May he not 
have seen him in a certain transition stage from exacerbation to remission, during 
which the symptoms were obscured ? I have yet to learn that the tuberculous state 
ean be determmed in all cases. M. Rostan is not the only distinguished physician 
who has made one mistake. I am satisfied that his patient from the first had 
iaberculosia, or that condition which rapidly develops tubercles ; and that from 
the history of the case as written. I infer that the symptoms indicated the effect^ 
not the cause ; and had this vieW been taken and carried out» the patient would 
probably have recovered, perhaps been permanently cured. J. W. O. 
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became to an unusual degree the resort of sea-faring men. One of these 
being taken ill, found a borne in the house of a widow, where he received 
every attention, tmtil his health was restored. When about to depart, 
he expressed the deepest feelings of gratitude for the great kindness 
which had been extended to him, lamented his inability to make some 
suitable return, but begged her acceptance of a stone from the East 
Indies, and endowed, as he averred, with the marvelous power of 
extracting the venom from poisoned wounds. The present was not 
declined; but as no great faith was attached to the marvelous qualities 
with which it was said to be endowed, it was thrown into a drawer. 
Some time afterwards, however, one of the family being bitten by a 
spider, it was thought as well to try the virtues of the stone ; and such 
was the supposed eflficacy of the application, as completely to establish 
the character of the remedy. It was forthwith employed as a preventive 
where hydrophobia was apprehended, for thirty or forty years, and with 
unvarying success, as was believed, in an intelligent and widely 
extended neighborhood. Rivalship was the consequence ; and, to use a 
current phrase, a second mad-dog stone made its appearance with similar 
pretensions and, ultimately, perhaps with a higher reputation. Yet, 
before proceeding, I must remark, that the vulgar notion, however wide- 
ly diffused, that spiders inflict venomous wounds, is altogether a mistake. 
In what manner, indeed, the error has arisen, and been propagated, I 
cannot stop to inquire ; but that the impression has no just loundation 
is certain, since no comparative anatomist has ever been able to detect 
in these animals any apparatus capable of secreting and retaining poison. 
And furthermore, to set the matter experimentally at rest, a French 
naturalist caused himself to be repeatedly bitten by these calumniated 
creatures, and with perfect impunity, beyond the slight scratches which 
their tiny teeth were competent to produce. The fears, therefore, so 
generally entertained of the venom of spiders, are perfectly groundless; 
and how often has one of these persecuted insects been seen in the act 
of biting its supposed human victim ? 

But to return from a digression, not, I hope, without its use. Al- 
though often in the vicinity where the original stone was kept, many 
years elapsed before I saw it. But at last when traveling through that 
part of the country, and alighting at a village tavern where I proposed to 
spend the night, I found Mr. M., the proprietor of the stone, and, by the 
way, an old acquaintance, busied in applying it to the wrist of a negro 
man who had been bitten by a dog in a state of madness. The opera- 
tion being over, I requested permission, which was readily granted, to 
examine the stone. It was of an oblong shape, and to the best of my 
recollection less than an inch in breadth and more than an inch in length. 
A slight inspection, however, satisfied me of its real character. *' Why,'* 
said 1, turning to Mr. M " this is no stone at all." " No ! what is it then!" 
"It is a section, first taken from near the joint of a cylindrical bone of some 
large animal, and then subj'^cted in a moderate degree, to the action of fire, 
as may be readily shown." He was not disposed, however, to listen to 
the proof^ and walked off rather out of humor. But the whole train of 
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circumstances, and their solution, now became evident ; the piece of 
bone was kept perfectly dry, and when applied, its partially calcined 
surface was bound tightly upon the moist wound, rendered so, if neces- 
sary, by being scarified. Adhesion was, of course, the consequence, 
and this was held to be conclusiye evidence that the poison was being 
absorbed. When removed, the bone was put into a vessel containing 
water, and a portion of the fluid it had absorbed — probably serum — 
became visible ; and this was exhibited as the venom, which had been 
extracted. But unfortunately, a few weeks afterwards, I read in a paper 
printed in Richmond, where the patient had been sent, that hydrophobia 
had supervened, to be followed by its uniform termination in a dreadful 
death. And so ended the reputation of mad-dog-stone No. 1, and No. 
2 speedily followed suit. Here, then, we have mysterious agency, and 
for a time alleged success; and these are precisely the conditions which, 
despite of reason and experience, render quackery so congenial to the 
taste of the multitude, so lucrative to impostors, and so afflictive to hu- 
manity. But these suflferings have been nearly coeval with the birth of 
the race, and are co-extensive with its diffusion over the globe, and 
being, moreover, self-inflicted, their causes must lie deep in the very 
nature of man. To unfold, therefore, these causes with a view to 
their possible mitigation, is the object of the ensuing remarks ; and for 
introduction to them, we will be indebted to Lady Mary Wortley Mon- 
tague. 

That sprightly and most agreeable writer has stated that according 
to her own observation, quackery is more prevalent in Protestant than 
in Popish countries. And the reason which she assigns for the differ- 
ence is this : That when a Romanist wishes to be relieved of some 
ailment, he can invoke the aid of his saints and relics ; whereas, a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church not higher in the scale of intelligence, is 
compelled under the same circumstances to apply to living impostors, 
less harmless, and not a whit more worthy of trust, than their defunct 
rivals. Now, as the fact thus announced by her ladyship, and the infer- 
ence which she draws, are both doubtless correct, they shall be employed 
to form the basis of a more extended philosophy. Accordingly, in the 
early periods of society, as among our Indians, the oflSces of priest, 
conjuror, and medicine-many being deemed congenial, their duties are 
discharged by the same individual. But as civilization advances, a 
division takes plao^e as regards these several functions, although not 
always in a precisely ^milar manner in every community. Where papal 
notions prevail, the pnests insist that their pictures, &c. have the abil- 
ity to work miracles. And of course where these pretensions are fully 
admitted, the people can have no occasion to seek for further sources of 
supernatural agency. But refoimed ministers disclaim the possession of 
occult powers, which are moreover scorned by every respectable member 
of the medical profession. Here, then, there is a dilemma. A Pro- 
testant is, to be sure, less superstitious than a Romanist ; yet yrill he not 
consent to abandon entirely his belief in those powers, while his religion 
will not permit him to assign them to inanimate matter. A living recep- 
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tacle must therefore be secured, and this is supposed to be obtained by 
perpetuating in fact, although not in form, the original union between 
juggler and quack. 

It may then, be stated in general terms, FirH^ that there exists among 
mankind at large, an inherent predilection for the mysterious and the 
incomprehensible; and that this taste predominates among any partic- 
ular people in proportion to their ignorance. Now, these propositions 
being granted, and their truth is self-evident, all the phenomena attend- 
ant upon quackery, however surprising and inexplicable they may at 
first appear, admit nevertheless of an easy and satisfactory solution. 
For through this love of the marvelous, improbability, so far from being 
a source of distrust, actually becomes an element of belief, and by parity 
of proceeding, the greater the improbability, it is embraced, and the 
more intense is the enjoyment which its adoption confers. Nay, whether 
the credo quia impossibile est, of TertuUian, be stated formally in words 
or not, absolute impossibility, as we shall hereafter see, constitutes no bar, 
if it do not give a zest, to the reception of some monstrous absurdity. 
Unfortunately, moreover, when once from any cause we fully convince 
ourselves of the soundness of some nonsensical notion, the more obsti- 
nately, in virtue of a law of our nature, do we cling to it. Because to 
confess that we are mistaken in so very plain a case, would be to 
acknowledge in eflfect that we are perfect simpletons; and however clear 
the fact may be, that is a conclusion to which for themselves individual- 
ly, men will never agree. Accordingly, there can be now no diflBculty 
in perceiving at a glance, why homeopathy for example, was received so 
readily, and has spread so quickly and so widely. The doctrine is so 
completely opposed to common sense, that the force of foolery can no 
further go. Nor is it easy to conceive that human ingenuity will ever 
hereafter be able to devise a medical system better calculated to gfatify 
the ever-craving thirst for the incredible. And homeopathy, therefore, 
may not run its course in the brief space of time usually allotted to 
whims thus fraught with mischief. On the contrary, it is generally to 
be apprehended that this, like another imported epidemic, the Asiatic 
cholera, will prove a permanent addition to the ills of life among us; 
with this difference, however, that the sufferings which we endure from 
the former cause are due to our own egregious folly.* But not so with 

* There is a distinction to be coDstantly borne in mind, which is constanUy 
OYerlooked by the advocates of homeopathy. They ^well upon thb superior 
adrantAgesof small doses of medicine. Kow, that they are generally, although 
by DO means uniformly preferable, may be atooce conceded. But the concession 
has no connection wMi homeopathy properly so called, of which the essential 

Srinciple is, that diseases are cured by remedies like themselves. Now, the foun- 
ation of this assertion, the nature of the causes giving rise to disease, is commonly 
not to be known at all, and when known has not the remotest affinity to the 
appropriate remedies. 

Again, whether belladonna be superior to opium, or opium to belladonna, is 
a mere question of fact, to be determined by experience, and experience alone. 
Nor upon that fact, either one way r r the other, will all the notions, whether well 
or ill founded, have the slightest effect 
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kydropa^y. Water is a valuable remedial agent, when properly ap- 
plied ; and Dp. Currie, the editor of Burns, wrote a treatise on its use 
more than half a century ago. And for patients of a certain description, 
the practice at the water-cure establishments is admirable, — on the prin- 
ciple, nevertheless, of the man who undertook to make excellent soup 
out of a clean pebble with the mere addition of beef, vegetables, and spices. 
Thus, take a man of indolent and luxurious habits, whose mind is as 
inert as his body is inactive, whose occupations consist in eating, drink- 
ing, smoking, sleeping, — take him, I say, to one of the above-mentioned 
establishments, which are usually situated in a fine, healthy country, 
and there let him lie hard, drink water, eat moderately of plain food, 
abjure tobacco, and above all, take an abundance of exercise in the open 
air ; and great and speedy will be his amendment Nor might his ordi- 
nary medical attendant be able to accomplish that result, simply because 
he could not effect the miracle which Voltaire says is expected of that 
unfortunate gentleman termed a physician — that is, he must cure his 
patient and, at the same time, allow him to continue the very indulgences 
which have disordered his health.* But in so applying the aqueous 
fluid within and without, there is not enough to satisfy a pinirient imagi- 
nation, indifferent, if not averse, to the realities of life. For although 
there may be something to catch the fancy in the tuckings, duckings, 
and other modes of applying the remedy, yet these may prove insuffi- 
cient to save hydropathy, which appears to be already passing out of 
vogue, and is probably destined to oblivion at no distant period. 

Secondly, we can now readily understand why, what would seem to 
be the plainest dictates of common sense, are so frequently and so 
entirely disregarded ; for the authentic records of the profession, extend 
tar beyond the Christian era.f And although during this lengthened 

C'od, men of the first order of talents, of the highest virtue, and per- 
^ s unequaled learning, have for the benefit of their successors, com- 
mitted to writing from time to time, the facts of which they were them- 
selves the eye witnesses ; and although anatomy, physiology, chemistry, 
and every other collateral science which could be brought to bear upon 
the subject, have been diligently studied, and anxiously and carefully ap- 
plied, yet do all these sources of knowledge avail nothing with many 
minds, and by not a few are looked upon as absolute disqualifications. 
Accordingly, wljat some Dr. LastJ of the day and the place, is supposed 
to have fathomed, is held to unfold to ieaming^and to skill the arcana of 

• Voltaire's remark is perfectly correct in raaoy instances where the medical 
attendant is a regular member of the profession. But let a quack be employed, 
and submission to his authority is without limit; upon the principle, it is to be 
supposed, already alluded to, that on particular occasions we cling to certain 
ideas with a pertinacity which is absolutely irresistible. 

f Hippocrates died, at the age of ninety, 86 1 years before the birth of Christ ; 
and from a fact recorded in his writiogs, Mr. Pott, a celebrated English snr^eon 
of the last century, derived the mode of treating curvatares of the apine, which 
has been practiced ever since. 

X See Footers faroe of the Mook Doctor. 
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toe most abstruse and inkicate inquiries of a purely mundane cliaracter, 
in which the mind of man has ever engaged. 

A third cause of the success of erapyrics consists in the unbounded 
confidence of their assertions. A judicious and accomplished physician 
is aware that the human body forms a system of excessive complexity, 
and is subject, moreover, t<> the influence of a multitude ^>f causes, whose 
existence cannot possibly be known until their eff*ects become manifest. He, 
therefore, is often constrained to speak with doubt as to the nature of the 
disease, and distrust as to its result. Not so the quack — he understands* 
every thing — explains every thing — promises every thing; and thus igno- 
rance and impudence reap the reward which is due of right to learning, 
skill, and principle. 

Lastly^ we come to those cases already alluded to, in which, through 
an insatiate thirst for the marvelous, many persons, not content with be- 
lieving what is utterly imjirobable, eagerly catch at what is absolutely 
impossible. Thus certain "mediums" as they style themselves, profess 
to hold intercourse with departed spirits, although every item of intelli- 
gence communicated by the said spirits is worthless if true, and often 
entirely false. Yet these monstrous pretensions are admitted by no small 
number of individuals, and receive countenance from others whose per- 
fect skepticism it is impossible to doubt. Again, when a half-breed 
Indian, in despite of the most conclusive evidencef to the contrary, is to 
be palmed oflf upon the public, honestly, I acknowledge, by Mr. Hanson 
as Louis 17th, the tale wjis not at once scouted, being sustained in some 
measure at least by the countenance of those who, credulous or incredu- 
lous, were content to barter their support in exchange for being talked 
about.J 

» The symptoms attendini; a disease are occasionally so numerous, so obscure, 
and so involved, that no human ability can detect their real source. Whence it 
follows, thrtt an extraordinary acuteness in aocertaiiiine the latent causes of disor- 
dered health, when those caui«es are discoverable at all, confers upon the favored 
physician a decided superiority over other members of the profe^sion. I SAy the 
favored jjhysician, because that particular power of the mind to which the term 
sagacity is applied, although capable of vast improvement by learning and obser- 
vation, must nevertheless be derived originally from nature ; and unless so de- 
rived, it never can be acquired. Nay. if the mental powers bo primarily weak, 
much reading, and what is called experience, act like an excess of oil upon a 
feeble flame ; they extinguish what they were intended to support. 

f In addition to other pjpofs. of which a surprising amount has been adduced, 
it is a historical fact, verified by a liviujr witness, altogether above suspicion, and 
who speaks of his own personal knowledge, that the unfortunate Dauphin inher 
ited from his Austrian mother, the fair complexion and flaxen hair of her race. 

X I had myself a narrow escape from the censure and degradation which ever 
attend this unenviable species of celt-brity. The occMi9n was this: When table- 
turning was the universal topic of conversation, an acquaintance whom I met in 
the street, remarked to me, "that he had heard my name more frequently men- 
tioned within a day or two, than he had ever done before— -that I was said to 
believe in table-turning." My reply wa^ My senses testify that tables do in 
point of faet move, and that not the slightest doubt could be entertained, but 
that the efficient of such movement was some physical agent, beyond which I 
neither knew or believed any thing. These remarks acted like a killing froat upon 
my budding fam?, and I heard nothing further on the subject. 
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But in conclusion it may. be asked, cui bono? Why attempt to rea- 
son with those whose delight it is, according to my own showing, to act 
in direct contravention to the plainest dictates of sober sense ? The 
objection, it must be confessed, has no^ttle weight Yet I would plead 
in extenuation that there are degrees of folly, and where the aber- 
ration is only slight, amendment may not altogether exceed the bounds 
of hope. But at any rate, as in hydrophobia, with which we began, if 
to effect a cure be uniformly impossible, prevention, at least, is often 
practicable. 



New York. Jan. 18th, 1865. 
JBditors of the New York Medical Times : 

Gbntlbmen : — ^You will do me justice to say, in reference to the criti- 
cism in your Dec. number, on the choice of a room for the delivery of the 
last oration before the Academy of Medicine, that the selection was made 
because it is well ventilated, was the only central location obtainable at 
the time, and in every respect adapted to the purpose. It does not fol- 
low because a room is " subterranean, it is not susceptible of ventila- 
tion,** as any one knowd who knows any thing of Pneumatic Philosophy. 
Subterranean residences are objectinoable, but for reasons which do not 
apply to the room in question. 

Also, you consider it an omission that no notice was taken in the 
oration, of the demise of several of the Fellows of the Academy. Per- 
mit me to say, that in view of the fact that others had been appointed 
to perform that service, it would have been improper to have done other- 
wiae, especially when tiie biographers have a so much better opportunity 
to do justice to the deceased. Very respectfully, 

JNO. H. GRISCOM. 



((^MtnriaL 



Sale of Poisons. — The recent conviction in the Court of Sessions of an 
apothecary for having sold a solation of opium without labeling the phial, 
in accordance with the statute, and by whose negl^'t, the life of a child was 
sacrificed, seems to render the present an appropriate occasion for some re- 
marks on this subject We had intended to have discussed this subject at some 
'engthf.but our limited space restricts us to a very few observations. The 
statute 18 in these words, ** Every apothecary, druggist, or other persons, who 
shall sell or deliver any arsenic, corrosive sublimate, prussic acid, or any other 
substance or liquid usually denominated poisonous^ without havmg the word 
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poison, written or printed on a label attached to the phial, box, or parcel, in 
which the same is sold; or who shall sell and deliver any tartar emetic, 
without having the true name thereof written or printed upon a label attached 
to the phial, box, or parcel, containttg the same, shall, upon conviction, be ad- 
judged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
one hundred dollars." In France, the law designates the substances considered 
as poisons, which are required to be kept locked up, and not to be dispensed 
except on the prescription of a physician ; and then only to responsible persons, 
whose address is taken down at the time. These records are regularly exam- 
ined by the police. In Great Britain, the restriction is principally confined to 
the sale of arsenic. Throughout the German States also, the laws in regard 
to the sale of poison, are extremely stringent. We need not enter into any 
argument upon the necessity of legislative interference in this respect; as 
eases of fatal accidents, and the abuse of these substances for criminal purposes, 
are unfortunately too frequent amongst us. Our object is to provide against 
this great and growing evil by appropriate statutes. We are happy to be able 
to give tiie opinion of a distinguished pharmaceutist of our city, with regard to 
the necessity of such enactment He says, **I conceive that, in this countiy, 
the effect of a law to restrict the sale of poisons, would be rather to sustain 
the apothecary, or druggist, Miith the necessary authority in refusing to sell 
poisonous substances, than to restrain him from so doing; and in order to 
frame such a law, which can be carried out, it must be adapted so as to meet 
fully the requirements of the age, and not to embarrass the proper commercial 
or medicinal use • of the articles so restricted. As the term ^ poisonous" is 
rather indefinite^ and capable of a very wide application, it is necessary that 
each article, with its particular state, or condition, should be specified. The 
following classification might frame some basis for a law. Arsenic when 
sold under the following restrictions, except when prescribed by a physician 
for medical use, shall be mixed with sulphate of iron or prussiate of potash, in 
the proper proportions to strike a deep blue color -vhen wet or moistened: — 
^ Corrosive sublimate, carUharides, or its tinctures, strychnia, or its prep- 
arations, morphine, or its salts, Majendie's Solution of sulphate of morphia, 
or other solution of a salt of morphia of equal strength, conium, digitalis, 
hyosciamus, belladonna, stramonium, aconite, white hellebore, savin, leaves or 
roots, or other poisonous parts of these plants, their tinctures or extracts ; 
opium, its tinctures, or extracts; veratria, aconitina, or other similarily poison- 
ous alkaloids, prussic acid, chloroform, shall not be sold or delivered, in poi- 
sonous quantities, except by prescription of a physician, signed with his name 
in full, and address, bearing also the name of the person for whom prescribed, 
and directions for use; which latter shall be inscribed on the label borne by 
by the article; or to an individual personally known to the dispenser of the 
poisonous article, and considered by him of responsible character, who shall 
sign a receipt for said article, designating the purpose, for which wanted, in m 
book kept for that purpose, by the apothecary or dispenser of medicines, and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.] mUorial. 181 



when in the latter manner, not presented by a physician, it shall be labeled 
< poison' in distinct characters. 

"^Ergot ^ rye, or its preparations, oils of tansy, of rue, or of savin, shall 
in no case be sold or delivered, except by prescription of a physician, bearing 
the name of patient, directions for ase, and name in full, witii address of phy- 
sician prescribing the same. That this law shall not interfere with the sale or 
delivery of the aforementioned articles in the way of trade, to druggists, 
apothecaries, dentists, or physicians, or their orders or prescriptions, or to per- 
sons who may use them in any business or occupation not implying an impro- 
per or unlawful use thereof; but in the latter case, a receipt shall be taken as 
above — ^nor shall it be understood as applying to those medicinal compounds of 
which any of the above articles may necessarily form a part, provided there be 
no reason to suspect that such articles might be wanted for improper use.** 

We sincerely hope that the profession, throughout the States, will give 
their hearty support to this measure, so that the change required in the 
statute may not only be adopted, but vigorously enforced. 

Dr. OrisconCs ReclanuUion, — We adhere to our opinion already expressed, 
that the subterranean lecture room selected by the orator of the Academy, for 
the delivery of the anniversary address, is *^ not susceptible of proper ventila- 
tion." True, it has a large number of verUUators, but these supply the impure 
air from the coal vaults and adjoining area. In proof of our position we state, 
that it was necessary on that occasion to lou>er the tops of the sashes to purify 
ike atmosphere. A visit to the room during the day, will satisfy any unpreju- 
diced mind of the soundness of our position: the damp, vautt-like, atmosphere 
may then be perceived in all its intensity. No underground apartment can be 
entirely free from dampness. We contend that the au* of the University 
Chapel is purer, its literary associations more agreeable, and in some measure 
identified with our Academy. We admit, that the location is not so favorable 
for a promiscuous audience ; but we doubt not but that the popular fame of 
the orator would have filled it to repletiom The other question, noticed in the 
reclamation, is a matter of taste, upon which we must be allowed our peculiar 



Academy of Medicine. — ^The election of officers for 1855 went off harmon- 
iously, and will, we trust, result in the increased prosperity of the Academy ; 
those elected being suitable men for the stations, with the exception, of course, 
of that mueh^abused individual, the Foreign Corresponding Secretary. It is 
surprisbg, that a man so ambitious of notoriety, should have been satisfied 
with any position lower than that of President, or Vice ; we cannot but ex- 
press the hope that in future he will behave better than he has done of late, 
and not be such a " disturber of the brethren.'" We ask a full attendance for the 
February meeting, when the officers will bo inaugurated ; and a memoir of the 
late John A. Swett, M. D., read by Dr. McCready. 

VOL. IV. NO. 5. 16 
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Registratum of Bwt fc*.— On a recent visit to the oflice of the City Inapec- 
tor, we were sarpriaed and pained to learn, that many of our most respectable 
physicians neglect to make the monthly returns of births, required by law. 
Upon the passage of the law by the legislatore of our State, we thought that 
medical men would seize, with avidity, upon the offer of a bureau for the ac- 
curate re^try of births, and instructive collation of that important element in 
determining the character of our population. It is unnecessary to recount the 
manifest advantages resulting from it, in ascertaining our sanitary ccmdiUon. 
Every good citizen^ as well as every physician, should aid a cause which 
will eventually prevent much litigation, especially in the establidiment of 
identity, succession, die., in disputed cases. We were assured by the City In- 
spector, that proceedings would soon be commenced against delinquents. It will 
be recollected that the fine for not reporting before the first Monday in each 
month, is fifty dollabs. Although it may be argued by some, that this is 
an unconstitutional burden, and should be placed upon the parents, inasmuch 
as the attending accoucheurs are not the parties benefited, and the legislature 
only has the absolute right to interfere with the business of chartered bodies 
or trades, licensed with certain advantages, in which category recent legisla- 
tion has defined the medical profession; yet, nevertheless, at this time, when 
the scientific profession meets with assaults on all sides, from every kind of 
quack^, it is manifestly to its advantage to aid in furthering this great work. 
The plea of pressure of business is no excuse; for, it is a well known faet, 
that those most industriously engaged in giving the profession the ben^t of 
their labors for advancement in the medical art, are those in the most exten- 
sive practice. Besides, but little time is required to note down, at the bedside, 
the dale^ name of parents^ streety number^ name of child; or, if that is not de- 
cided, to request the parents to inform the physician as soon as possible ; and 
if the returns were forwarded by any of the dispatch posts about the eity, 
we presume that this would meet the wishes of the City Inspector. We trust 
that our brethren will co-operate, in future, with more punctuality, in the ad- 
vancement of a plan on so many accounts desirable ; if not, we have reason to 
believe that the delinquents will be reminded of their neglect, in a manner 
which will not be the most agreeable. 

John W. Francist Jun, — It is with sentiments of sincere sorrow and sym- 
pathy that we record the decease of our young friend, just about to enter on 
his professional career, with high promise of distinguished usefulness. Truly 
we may say, « How is the strong staff broken, and the beautiful rod r An 
obituary notice by a distinguished writer, his intimate friend from childhood, 
may be found under the appropriate head. 

In our account of the Annual Dinner of the N, F. Society for the Relief <f 
Widows and Orphans of Medical Men, the name of Dr. J. C. Forrester should 
have been recorded as Benefactor, instead of a Life Member, 
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l^ililingrapjiral Bntm 



On the Nature^ Signs, and Treatment of Child-bed Fevers ; in a series 

of letters addressed to the students of his class. By Charles D. 

Meigs, M. D., Professor of Midwifery and the Diseases of Women 

and Children, in Jeflferson Medical College, Philadelphia ; &a, Arc. 

Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea, 1854. pp. 862. 

Dr. Meiqs gives us in this volume, as probably a last offering of the 
results of his extensive experience, a treatise on " Child-bed Fevers," to 
to supply a want which he feels to exist in this branch of medical litera- 
ture. He has adopted the form of " letters," to which be seems so par- 
daL, some reasons for which he gives in the dedication of the volume, as 
well as an apology for the general style of the work ; an apology, by 
the way, much needed. 

The leading doctrines of the work are, that " Child-bed Fever " is not 
a fever, but a phlegmasia or pure inflammation ; disbelief in an altered 
state of the blood as its cause ; an utter rejection of the doctrine of its 
contagion ; and blood-letting as the " remedy-in-chief" in its treatment ; in 
all of which opinions, we believe we may safely say that the weight 
of medical authority is against him. Indeed, he acknowledges that pro- 
bably much the larger proportion of the profession in this country enter- 
tain opposite views with respect to its contagion, and that they would be 
sustained by a similar sentiment of the public at large. Dr. Meigs says, 
that after '* copious chemical experience, and no little reading of authors," 
he has '* become immovably fixed in the conviction that for the cure of 
of a child-bed i^v^J, blood-letting is the chief, not to say " sole reliable 
remedyP Speaking of the treatment of puerperal fever by the free and 
continued use of opium, he says, " Any successes obtained in this way, 
ought not, in my opinion, to be regarded as triumphs of our art, but 
rather as misfortunes, that serve to retard its progress in usefulness, and 
in the confidence of the people." 

Dr. Meigs has entitled his work " Letters on "Child-bed Fever ^"^ at the 
same time he denies that there is any such thing as a child-bed fever. 
He considers the word *^ a false and misleading one, siiice it implies that 
the disorder is a fever, when, in fact, it is not a fever, but a phlegmasia, or 
pure inflammation." But he did feel that he had authority to ^nish the 
word from our medical vocabulary, and, hence, has placed it on his title- 
page. 

The work of Dr. Meigs exhibits much research in looking up author- 
ities in favor of as well as against opinions which he combats ; and coming 
from a man of his extensive experience, both as a teacher and practi- 
tioner, it cannot but contain correct descriptions of puerperal disease, and 
some valuable practical information as to its treatment under certain 
circumstances ; but we think that its influence (if it exerts any) will be 
far from salutary, while we do not believe that it will add to the reputa- 
tion of its author. 
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A Manual of Patholo^iad Anatomy. By C. Uakdfisld Jokss, M. R, 
F. R.S., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Aasistant Physician 
to and Lecturer on Physiology, at St Mary's Hospital ; and Edwabd H. 
SiEVEKiNo, M. D^ Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, Aasistant 
Physician to, and Lecturer on Materia Medica at, St Mary's Hospital 
First American edition, revisal ; with three hundred and ninety-seven 
illustrations. Philadelphia : Blanchard k Lea, 1854. pp. 733. 

The object of the authors of this Manual is to give a summary of the 
ascertained facts in pathological anatomy, embracing both the results of 
their own investigations and the opinions of the most eminent patholo- 
gists of their own and other countries, and to present an original work in 
the English language, extending over the whole subject ; and we think 
that thjs object has been very creditably attained. They have also inves- 
tigated, as much as possible, the correctness of the statements they have 
adopted from others. The American publishers have enhanced the value 
of the work by supplying a large number of additional illustrations, se- 
lected from the best authorities, and have increased the number of wood- 
cuts from lev, in the London edition, to 397 in this. An account of the 
interesting microscopical observations of Dr. Donaldson, of Baltimore, on 
the characteristics of the true cancer-cell, are also added to this edition. 
The wood engravings are very well executed, and accomplish as much in 
the illustration of the different subjects introduced as their size, and the 
absence of color, will allow. We are glad that the increasing attention 
paid to this branch of study by the profession affords encouragement for 
the production of such works, and trust that its republication here will 
increase the taste for it in this country, at the same time that it will 
afford much additional aid in its investigation. The reputation of the 
authors is a guarantee of its character, and we can recommend it as a 
valuable addition to medical literature. 

Nature in Disease^ illustrated in various Discourses and Essays, to which 
are added Miscellaneous Writings, chiefly on Medical Subjects; by 
Jacob Bigelow, M.D., Physician and Lecturer on Clin. Med. in Mass, 
General Hospital, Prof, of Mat Med. in Harvard University, Ac. Ac. 
Boston: Ticknor A Fields, 1854; pp. 391. 

This volume contains a collection of discourses, introductory lectures 
and essays, chiefly on medical subjects, written or published at various 
times, and on different occasions, the longest and most valuable of which 
is the Discourse on Self-limited Diseases^ delivered nearly twenty years 
ago, before the Massachusetts Medical Society, which excited much in- 
terest at the time, and has exerted a marked influence on the views and 
practice of the profession. The introductory lecture on the Treatment of 
Disease, delivered before his medical class in 1862, is also distinguished 
throughout by that sound common sense and conservative spirit which 
are characteristic of all the productions of our author. We had marked 
several passages of this article to transfer to our pages, but are prevented 
from inserting them for want of space. Many of the papers derive their 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.] Varia. • 185 

chief interest from the time of appearance, and contain nothing new or strik* 
ine ; while others contain much that is both curious and useful ; and all are 
vimiable, as coming from one so highly esteemed as their worthy author. 
Two of the papers date back as fer as 1812. We have been much in- 
terested in the perusal of the volume, the mechanical execution of which, 
we would add, in closing our brief notice of it, renders it very grateful 
to the eye of the reader. 

Domestic Intelligence. Colleges, — The Spring course of Lectures at the 
Crosby street Medical College, will commeDce on Monday, March 26th. At the 
University Medical College, 14th street, the coarse will commence on March 
I9th, with a new organization of Lectures. 

N. Y, HospUal. — The able Report of the Surgical Statistics of this Insti- 
tution for 1854, by Dr. Derby, one of the House Surgeons is, we regret to 
say, necessarily de&rred until our next number. The House is remarkably free 
from erysipelas, typhus, or any other epidemic influence. The " Seven wise 
women '* are punctual in their attendance, and manifest great interest in the 
treatment of patients ; we are happy to learn that, thus far, it has not been 
considered necessary to call fiiem in consultation^ upon any of the more im- 
portant medical or surgical cases. 

JV. y. Eye Infirmary, — We have just received the Annual Report, and at 
present can onlygive the general results. Diseases of Eye treated during the 
year, 2,636; of the Ear, 365. Total, 3000. Total since its organization, 
48,628. SMfgeoTW.— A. Du Bois, M. D., G. Buck, M. D., T. M. Halsted, M. D., 
CM. Allin,M.D. 

N. y. Ophthalmic Hospital — Number of patients treated, 1,234 ; since the 
opening, 2,430. Surgeons. — M. Stephenson, M. D., J. P. Garrish, M. D. 

Societies. N, Y, County Medical Socig/w.— Officers for 1865, President, 
B.Ogden,M.D.; Vice President, J. R.* Van Kleek, M.D.; Treasurer, B. R. 
Rob^n, M.D.; Recording Secretary, H. S. Downs, M. D.; Corresponding 
Secretary, E. L. Beadle, M. D. ; Censors, J. G. Adams, M. D., O. White, M. D., 
A. L. WhitcM.D., S. C. Foster, M.D., S. A. Purdy, M. D. Delegates to 
Stote Medical Society .—J. Wood, B. Ogden, G. Carter, J. W. Corson, O. 
White, E. L. Beadle, T. F. Cock, J. L. Phelps, J. G. Adams, A. L. White, H. 
D. Bulkley, D. M. Reese, A. Underhill, J. E. Taylor, J. Shanks, H. L. Downs— 
16. Delegates to American Medical Association. — B. Offden, B. Drake, J. R, 
Van Kleek, E. L. Beadle, A. Underhill, J. Anderson, J. C. Cheesman, A. C. 
Post, J. G. Adams, D. M. Reese, O. White, S. T. Hubbard, J. Shanks, S. A. 
Pardy, J. Wood, G. Carter, H. D. Bulkley, A. B. Whiting, G. Buck. J. Cock, 
J. linsly, J. E. Taylor, J. Foster, H. S. Downs, A. L. White, J. Hart, J. War- 
ren, M. H. Williams,— 28. 

iV. y. Medical and Surgical Society, — President, B. W. McCready, M. D. ; 
Vice President, R. Watts, M. D. ; Secretary, G. T. Elliot, M. D. ; Treasurer, T. 
F. Cock, M.D. At the anniversary meeting a eulogy upon the late J. A. Swett, 
M. D., was delivered by Dr. McCready. N. Y, Pathological Society. — Officers 
for 1866 — President, J. Bolton, M. D.; Vice Presidents. J. C. Dalton, M.D., L. 
A. Sayre, M. D. ; Secretary, E. L. Jones, M. D. ; Treasurer, J. F. Jenkins, 
M.D. Delegates to American Medical Association— J. C. Hutchinson, M.D., T. 
F. Cock, M. D., T. M. Markoe, M. D., J. T. Metcalfe, M. D., S. S. Purple, M. D., 
A. Clark, M. D., J. M. Minor, M. D., C. D. Smith, M. D.— 8. 
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American Medical Association, — The eighth Annuid MeetiDff will be held 
at Philadelphia, on Tuesday, May Ist, 1855. Secretaries of all Societies, and 
other bodies entitled to representation, are requested to forward lists of Dele- 
gates as soon as they are appointed^ which it is hoped may be as early as po8si« 
ble. One delegate for every ten resident members, and one for every fraction 
of more than half that nomber. Hospitals, containing one hundred patients or 
more, and Colleges two delegates. 

FRANCIS WEST, M.D., 

352 Chestnut street, Philadelphia. 

The Annual Meeting of the State Medical Society will take place on 
Tuesd^, 7th February, at Albany. — At the recent commencement of the Al- 
bany medical College, the dejrree of M.D. was conferred upon eighteen young 
men. The spring course of lectures in this institution will commence early 
in February. The new hospital is in successful operation, and is immediately 
opposite the college. — Dr, T. Romeyn Beck, Secretary of the Board of Regents, 
will please receive our thanks for transmitting, without charge, to care of M. 
Vattemare, Paris, seven volumes of the Transactions of the American Medical 
Association, These are to be presented to the Imperial Academy of Medicine 
at Paris, according to a resolution passed at the last meeting at St Louis. 
Three sets of the Transactions of the N. Y. Academy of Memcine were also 
sent, by the same channel, out to M. Vattemare, for the purpose of interna- 
tional exchanges. — Dr. J. B. Chapin has be enappointed assistant-superintend- 
ent of the State Lunatic Asylum, at Utica. — Dr. George H. Gay has been ap. 
pointed, without his solicitation, surgeon to the Massachusetts OeneraU Itos* 
pital — At Harvard University^ Dr. J. Bigelow has resigned the chair o ma- 
teria medica. Dr. E. Hammond Clarke has been appointed his successor. A 
new chair, that of clinical medicine, has been established in this institution, to 
which Dr. G. C. Shattuck has been appointed. — ^With pain we are called to re- 
cord the death of our friend. Dr. Zabdiel Boylston Adams, by typhoid fever, 
contracted in the discharge of his professional duties. He leaves an honored 
name to his posterity, and there are few who can fill the vacancy occasioned 
by his removal. He was an honest man. — Dr. George Suck ley, U. S. army, 
writes from Oregon, that he has met with cases of insanity among the Indians 
of that country, contrary to the received opinion on that subject Great paios 
are taken to conceal them from the whites. They are kindly treated, and in- 
cantations are employed for their cure. There is, at this time, a Tuscarora 
Indian under treatment, in the State Lunatic Asylum. 

Chloroform, — Two cases of robbery, by use of chloroform, in rail cars, are 
reported in the papers. It is also used for robbing hen roosts, quieting of 
watch dogs, stealmg of hogs, &c. Should it be sold by our apothecaries with- 
out some restriction ? 

Yearly Mortality in Large Cities. — New York, 28,442; Philadelphii, 
10,722; Baltimore, 6,746 ; Brooklyn, 4,768 ; Boston, 4,630. 

Weekly Mortality, for the week ending Dec, 30, 1854, 446: Consump- 
tion,68; apoplexy, 8; cholera, 1; dysentery, 5; diarrhoea, 11 ; pneumonia, 35 ; 
croup, 17; scarlatina, 16; measles, 7; typhus fever (including tpyhoid), 10. 
For the week ending Jan. 6, 1856, 471 : Consumption, 70; apoplexy, 5; 
dysent^, 6; diarrhoea, 13 ; pneumonia, 33 ; croup, 2l ; scariatina, 20 ; measles, 
4 ; typhus fever (including " typhoid "), 14. For the week ending January 13, 
413: Consumption, 42; apoplexy, 7; dysentery, 5; diarrhoea, 12; bronchitis, 
18; congestion of lungs, 11 ; pneumonia, 23; croup, 11; scarlatina, 18; mea- 
sles, 6 ; typhus fever (including ** typhoid ")» 1 2. For theioeek ending January 
20, 466: Consumption, 67; apoplexy, 6; dysentery, 4; diarrhoea, 14: bron- 
chitis, 23; pneumonia, 41 ; eroup, 11; scarlet fever, 26; measles, 7; tvphus 
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fever (loeludiog " typhoid "), 12. For the week ending January 27, 437 : Con- 
sumptioD, 62 ; apoplexy, 6 ; congestion of bnun, 13 ; dysentery, 7; diarrhoea, 10 ; 
bronchitis, 13; pneumonia, 36; croup, 16; scarlet fever, 30 ; measles, 12; 
ty phos fever (including ** typhoid "), 10. 

Meteorological Observations for January, — The mean temperature for the 
four weeks ending January 28th, 1855, was 36°; for 1864, 30.3** ; for 1863, 
31°. Mean dew-point below air temperature for 1855, 6.8° ; for 1864, 7° ; for 
1863, 8°. Amount of rain for 1855, 3.6 inches ; 1853, 1.3 inches. Mean tem- 
perature same time nine years, 38° ; amount of rain same time nine years 2.5. 
Mortality for the four weeks ending January 28, 1855, 1,788; for 1864, 1,918 ; 
for 1863, 1,530 ; mean mortality for January for last eleven years, deducting 
stillborn, 1,136. 



OBTTUIET NOTICES* 

Died in this city, of typhoid fever, on the 20th January, John W. Francis, 
Jan., et 22. 

It is the promisej whose fruition is cut off, which usually induces and 
justifies grief for the death of the young, beyond the circle of their km- 
dred and near friends; but in the loss of John W. Francis, jun., it is rare 
maturity, whose departure we lament His principles, habits of thought, and 
individuality of purpose, were as clearly fixed and as rationally founded, as if 
fortv, instead of twenty. two years, comprised the neriod of his life. Of all 
professions, the medical demands this firmness, self-reliance, and harmony of 
character. A resolute will and a calm judgment are its primary and essential 
qualifications. These our young friend possessed in an eminent and, as far 
our observation extends, in an unprecedented degree, takincr into considera^ 
lion his youth. Of a vigorous physical constitution, the solidity of his mind 
eorresponded with his remarkably strong and harmonious organization. 
Habituated from boyhood to the society of men older than himself, and living 
IB the midst of an intellectual domestic circle, his tastes were early molded 
by familiarity with literary and scientific conversation. The distinguished 
professional rank of his father, and the access thus constantly afforded him to 
the eouDsel and companionship of leading physicians, both native and foreign, 
a love of reading, facility in discussion, a thirst for knowledge, and reverence 
for genius, were amoner the first lessons taught him by instinct and associa* 
tion. In his school and college days, these singular advantages were realized 
in a desultory way. Besides the special studies incident to that period, he 
carried on an extensive and thorough course of reading in standard Eng- 
lish literature, and became, not only acquainted, but imbued with the best 
authors of his vernacular tongue. He examined the most reliable critics in 
each department,{and asked the opinions of more advanced lovers of these mas- 
ters of thought and language, with an intelligent zeal that never failed to elicit 
.^mpathetic and discriminating replies. His academical training at Columbia 
College embraced, besides the classics, in which he was proficient, the acqui- 
sition of the modem languages, which he read with facility, and in some in- 
stances spoke with freedom and correctness. His literary equipment being 
thus complete, it was a disciplined and a liberally furnished, as well as a reso- 
lute mind, that he brought to the study of medicine. To this pursuit be was 
led by filial devotion. To share and relieve his father's professional toil, was 
the great motive and aim of his life ; and in order to realize this cherished 
object, he not only attended the lectures of the University Medical School, and 
passed stated examinations, but assumed duties in the Hospital highly respon- 
sible and absorbing, took charge of poor patients, whom his purse often sup- 
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plied, while his skillfal care relieved. Thus were crowded into each day*s 
routine, the stadiea of the neophyte and the cares of the practitioner, until 
both frame and brain were overwrought, and fatigue and exposure opened the 
waj for the insidious disease which at once deprived an affectionate family 
of its idol, society of a benefactor and ornament, and many hearts of a beloved 
and respected friend. Are we not strictly correct, then, in declaring that it is 
maturity rather than promise that we mourn? To those who knew and loved 
him, it is needless to say that a manly, loyal, self-devoted, and richly endowed 
spirit has left the earth. To parents mourning such a son, man can utter bat 
feeble consolation. To the religion he consistently professed, must they look 
for solace ; but to the young who have adopted the same professional studies, 
we offer his example, with tearful admiration. 

Never has it oeen our lot to witness more impressive obsequies. The 
comrades of the lamented son and the friends of the eminent father, being 
drawn together by a mutual sorrow, formed an assemblage, both in its char- 
acter and its demeanor, such as has been seldom parallel^ in this me^opolis. 
This was a spontaneous tribute to departed excellence and rare affliction, as 
the time allowed was too brief for the usual funeral notice. The sad proces- 
sion left the house of Dr. Francis, No. 1 Bond Street, soon after 1 o'clock, on 
Monday, January 22d instant, preceded by the Rev. Drs. Hawks and Neville. 
The pall-bearers were, Charles H. Ward, Henry T. Tuckerman, A. H. Wenz- 
ler, J. Henry, jun., Frederick G. Swan, Otis D. Swan, Dr. Errick Parmley, and 
Dr. Agnew. The physicians of the deceased, Dr. Valentine Mott, Dr. R. S. 
Kissam, and Dr. F. Campbell Stewart, followed the immediate family. His 
classmates of Columbia College, and of the University Medical School, form- 
ing a large array, occupied the side body pews in St Thomas' Church, where 
the funeral cortege was met hj the Rev. £. M. P. Wells, of Boston, who, as 
a guest in the family, had ministered most acceptably in the house of mourn- 
ing. Nearly every member of the New York Academy of Medicine was pres- 
ent We noticed several of our leading merchants, whose avocations sel- 
dom permit their absence from business at such an hour of the day ; also 
President King, of Columbia College, Governor Fish, Rev. Dr. Bethune, Rev. 
Dr. Spring, Mr. W. B. Astor, Mr. Cogswell, and other distinguished laymen, 
with a large attendance of ladies, friends of the family. 

The attention of this large and varied assemblage was devout and tearful 
The service was read by Dr. Hawks and Dr. Neville. An appropriate and 
touching hymn was sung, after which the remains were conveyed to Green- 
wood Cemetery, accompanied by the nearest relations and friends. Since the 
funeral, the graduates and students of the two institutions with which John 
W. Francis, J un., was connected, have held meeting and passed resolutions 
expressive of their deep sense of his rare worth and high attainments, and of 
heartfelt sympathy with his bereaved family. Similar tributes, though in a 
less public manner, have been offered to his memory by the professors under 
whose teachings he was instructed. 

At Maiden, Mass., on 5th January, Dr. Gould, senior physician in Maiden. 
— At Meroda, Central Africa, in August last. Dr. Barth, the celebrated 
African traveler, a victim to the climate. — At Lockport, N. H., on 12th Dee., 
suddenly. Dr. E. D. Worcester. — At Perth, Amboy, January Isl, Dr. N. Pea- 
body, 8Bt 82, formerly of Salem, Mass.— At Sacramento, California, on 7th 
December, Dr. B. Colville.— On the 20th January, at Chester, Pa., Dr. David 
Myerle. — At Rochester, January 12th, of phthisis, Dr. R. M. Rogers.— At 
Northampton, Mass., in Jan., Dr. Chas. Walker, «t 62. — At Boston, Mass., od 
25th January, Dr. Zabdiel Boylston Adams, act 62, one of the most distin- 
guished practitioners in that city. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






y 



o 

< 

f . 

^ X 

u a: 
^ o 

< > 

II. r^ « 

o .5 
S I' 

O N o 

< -^ « 
S X, Z 

5 5 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE 



NEW YORK MEDICAL TIMES. 



Vol. IV. MARCH, 1866. . No. 6. 



dDriginnl Camnmim0tiflii0, 



A ease of Vesica - Vaginal Fistula cured by Sims^ operation. By A. V. 
WiLUAMs, M. D., New York 

On the 9th of March, 1854, at 4, P. M., I was called to Mrs. R., in 
labor with her third child. She had already been in hard labor thirty- 
six hoars. 

I found the head presenting at the os externum, where it had rested, • 
as I was told, since 5, A. M., although the labor pains had been, most of 
the time, violent. ' The patient was then very much exhausted, the pains 
were frequent but feeble, and without any parturient effort ; the pulse 
rery rapid, and small ; skin cold, abdomen tender and tjnnpanitic, face 
shrunken, difficult respiration, vulrse swollen and inflamed. I gave the 
patient some brandy and water. The head of the child was large, and 
the fontanelle towards, and resting firmly against, the pubis. As no time 
was to be lost, I delivered her with forceps, without any difficulty, of a 
child weighing fourteen pounds. The head was very much elongated, 
and, frora the appearance of the child, it had been dead several hours. 

The woman was not exhausted by the operation, but felt more com- 
fortable. Some nourishment was given, and after she had been comfort- 
ably placed in bed, two grains of opium was administered, with direc- 
tioA to foUow it by another grain, if required. A poultice was applied 
to the volva, 

March 10. The patient slept well until 12, P. M. last night, since 
which she has been restless and anxious; pulse 140 per minute ; abdo- 
men tympanitic, and nearly as large as before delivery ; skin warm. Di- 
rected a brisk cathartic, and fomentations to the abdomen, the vagina 
and vulva to be bathed with infusions of chamomile ; as soon as the 
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cathartic operated, two grains of calomel and two-thirds of a grain of 
opium were ordered to be given, every hour, unless when the patient was 
asleep. This treatment was continued. until the gums were affected, on 
the fifth day; the whole time, the pulse never falling below 130, and 
often was as high as 150 per minute. After the gums were touched, 
the soreness of the belly subsided, when the calomel was omitted, and 
opium alone given, in quantities to keep her quiet : on some days she 
took to the amount of ten grains ; when it caused diarrhoea, and smaller 
doses were substituted. It is unnecessary to go more into detail in this 
connection, any further than to say, it was one of the worst cases of 
puerperal fever that I have ever seen recover. Now, while recovering 
from the general symptoms, she had a large discharge if fcetid, black 
matter, mixed with blood ; as she supposed, from the bowels, but in fact 
from the vagina, as, on examination, a large slough had separated, leav- 
ing an opening through which two fingers could be passed into the 
bladder, about an inch behind the pubis. This had been caused by the 
long-continued pressure of the child's head during labor, and could prob- 
ably have been prevented by an earlier delivery. The woman conva- 
lesced gradually, with a large vesico-vaginal opening, and all its dis- 
* tressing accompaniments. 

On the 14th day of October, the woman's general health being well 
re-established, I performed the operation for her cure, in the presence of 
my friend. Dr. Valentine Mott, and also assisted by his son, Dr. 
Alexander B. Mott 

The vagina was healthy ;* the fistula the largest I ever saw, readily 
admitting two fingers into the bladder. After the ordinary preparation, 
I cut away the callous edges of the fistula with a long, narrow bistoury ; 
a much better way, it seems to me, than chisseling it off*, littie by littie, 
as it gave clean, smooth edges to be approximated by the clamps, which 
were applied as recommended by Dr. Sims, and the operation completed ; 
which, by the way, is a much more diflScult one than would appear from 
reading about it. There was very littie hemorrhage. 

The woman was placed in bed, with the syphon catheter in the mo- 
thra, and a dose of laudanum given. The night after the operation, the 
patient suffered severely from the accumulation of urine witliin the blad- 
der, to which it had so long been unaccustomed, until it was evacuated, 
together with the syphon, which was found choked up by coagula, which 
had infiltrated from the wound into the bladder. This, however, did not 
occur again. The bowels were kept constipated until the ninth day after 
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the operation, without inconvenience. Things appeared favorable until 
the fifth day, when urine was found passing again from the vagina, as 
well as from the syphon ; on examination, it was found ulceration had 
taken place at one end of the clamps, probably from their having been 
applied too firmly. It may here be remarked, that the proper applica- 
tion of the clamps is one of the nicest points of the operation. K applied 
too loosely, urine will escape ; if too tight, they will ulcerate. It is dif- 
ficult to state the degree of pressure necessary ; it is a matter for the 
exercise of judgment on the part of the operator. It, perhaps, may do 
to suggest, that if the clean edges of the cut surfaces are brought into 
exact coaptation it will answer, as the swelling of the parts will then 
keep them well together. The condition of the clamps was always 
exactly as stated by Dr. Sims, and need not be here repeated. On the 
eleventh day they were removed, and the opening, which formerly was 
so large, now was restricted so as to admit only the point of the finger. 

The patient still labored under all the embarrassments of the open- 
ing ; as soon as her strength was restored, I repeated the operation, with 
the assistance of Dr. Alexander B. Mott, and Dr. Carroll. The edge of 
the small fistula was removed with three sweeps of the knife, the sutures 
inserted^ and the clamps applied ; the edges of the wound were brought 
in beautiful contact, and the case conducted, in all respects, as required. 

On the tenth day after the operation, the patient complained of some 
bearing-down pains, which I supposed arose from accumulations in the 
rectum. An injection was administered, which brought away a quan- 
tity of hardened fceces, with entire relief. The presence of the clamps 
in the vagina gave no trouble in either operation. On the fourteenth day 
after the operation, an examination showed the parts to be healthy, the 
clamps lying snugly inclosed in a new mucous surface. I cut the shots 
from the lower clamp, then removed them carefully from their bed, and 
found the wound closed, and the woman freed from a calamity that none 
can appreciate but those who experience and have witnessed its bitter- 
ness. 

The urine would dribble occasionally, for some time, from the urethra, 
which had partially lost its retentive power ; but now, the woman is per- 
fectiy well, and happy. 

It may be added, that the long needle should be flexible nearly to 
the point, so that it may be bent to a short curve, as I found it neces- 
sary to reduce the temper of mine by the flame of a lamp. The assist- 
.ant who holds the instrument for dilating the vagina, requires a strong 
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anq and great endurance, for which I found Dr. Carroll fully able ; whilst 
the dexterity and tact of Dr. Alexander B. Mott, in other parts of the 
operation, were most efBciently afforded. 



Case of John W. Francis^ Jun. Reported by Richard S. Kissam, M. D. 

Mbssieurs Editors : 

In accordance with your request, I proceed to describe the last and 
&tal illness of John W. Francis, jun., the eldest son of the distinguished 
physician whose name he bore. Young Francis possessed an ardent and 
sanguine temperament, great mental activity, combined with a fine cor- 
poreal development Having received a thorough preliminary educa- 
tion, graduating with honor at Columbia College, he entered upon hia 
professional studies with unusual ardor, and a firm determination to 
excel. 

During the last year, he became the subject of severe acute rheuma- 
tism, which did not confine itself to the joints, but seriously impUcated 
the heart and pleura. Mr. Francis entirely recovered from his rheuma- 
tism. Continuing during the whole of last summer in this city, he on* 
duly exerted himself in severe labors at the New York Hospital, both in 
the prosecution of pharmaceutical studies, and assiduous* attendance on 
the medical and surgical wards of that Institution. 

When the lectures of the University Medical College commenced, 
he transferred his attendance to those courses, and here again labored 
with indefatigable zeal, frequently studying until after midnight, in or- 
der to achieve excellence. Not unfrequently, he arose at 6, A. M., and 
faced the cold winds of that eariy hour, to visit his father's dependent 
patients, some of whom were subjects of typhus, and other fevers. Thia 
course, early in the winter, led to a severe inflammatory fever, though of 
short duration ; it was readily subdued by rest from labor and abstinence 
from food. 

After his recovery, he resumed his usual course, and in ten days suf- 
fered a relapse, which his father conquered by antiphlogistic means. 
From this relapse he apparently entirely recovered ; but again returning 
to his too laborious course of life, was invaded, on Saturday, the 6th of 
January, with a severe chill, which proved the commencement (A typhus 
fever, and terminated only with his life. During the ten days preceding 
this last invasion, young Francis had assiduously attended what he con- 
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«idered to be a case of " Chagres fever." His determination to acquire 
Tmowledge continued even after the severe chill had summoned him to 
surrender ; and on the following day, although suffering from intense 
headache, continued his anatomical studies. 

On Monday, he was obliged to succumb, and did not leave his bed, 
being alternately shaken with the cold, and heated with the [^flush of 
fever. 

On Tuesday, the 9th, I first saw him professionally. At that time 
he had intense headache, and a pulse of 120 in the minute. On the 
10th, the fever assumed a remitting form, with most decided evening 
-exacerbations and morning remissions, and so continued until Satur- 
day, the Idth ; when there was no longer any increase and diminution of 
disease, but fever of a continued type asserted its prerogative. 

Sunday morning was ushered in with a pulse of 130, sordes on the 
teeth and lips, and petechiae on the surface of the thorax, with partial de- 
lirium. Thus situated, I requested a consultation, when Dr. Mott visited 
him at noon on that day. Up to this time, the treatment had consisted 
in rest, a gentle purgative, careful sustenance, and ventilation. Soups, 
jellies, wine whey, and an anodyne at pight, were daily administered. 
This treatment was followed by quiet nights, and moderately comforta- 
ble days. 

At the consultation, the patient's condition was alarming, as unequiv- 
•ocal symptoms of typhus were prominentiy before us. The rapid and 
feeble pulse was the most disagreeable condition; and when we con- 
sidered his former habits, and this his second relapse, we anticipated the 
most serious issue. Nourishment was now given with greater free* 
dom ; wine whey, brandy, beef tea, and chicken jelly were insisted on, 
and duly administered. The evening anodyne was continued with good 
effects; and this course was pursued until Wednesday the lYth, when 
Dr. F. Campbell Stewart was added to the consultation. In accordance 
with Dr. Stewart's advice, the treatment was continued, with perhaps 
more energy,— our sole object being to sustain the patient through his 
sickness, and this without faltering, and with the utmost circumspection. 

On Friday, carbonate of ammonia and chloric ether, in addition to 
the other remedies, were administered with good results. 

The coma vigil continued to increase, the strength to fail, the heart 
to multiply its pulsations, and tympanitis to invade the abdomen ; when, 
^n Saturday, the fourteenth day of his illness, ended the life of a much 
t>eloved son, a constant friend, a man of vast industry and acquirements^ 
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and of superior mental powers. No postmortem examination was had, 
owing to peculiar circumstances. 

It is well known to all practitioners of medicine, that disease attack- 
ing a subject whose brain had been unduly excited by any cause, and 
more especially by extraordinary mental exertions, is more apt to tend 
to a fatal result than under any other condition. When we consider the 
exhausting occupations and inordinate habits of study of our young 
friend, although directed to a most holy cause, we cannot marrel that a 
fatal termination should haye resulted. The course of treatment was 
not hastily adopted ; every suggestioji was carefully weighed ; and aU 
that experience and the most devoted kindness could suggest, was lav- 
ished on the case of this gifted and mourned son. 

That typhus fever, under peculiar circimistances, is propagated to 
those in attendance, is no longer a problem. How careful, then, should 
physicians debilitated from mental or physical causes be, in unnecessa- 
rily exposing themselves to this fatal poison. During the last few years^ 
the annals of our profession exhibit a large mortality from typhus fever. 
The young especially suffer ; thus it would appear that greater caution 
should be exercised by them in encountering this disease. 

The mortality in private, it seems to me, does not compare favorably 
with that of hospital practice. Perhaps it requires a greater amount of 
poison to produce typhus in well fed subjects than in the starved per- 
sons of pauper emigration ; and when to this is superadded great men- 
tal exhaustion, the case becomes doubly complicated and dangerous. 

I join with you in sympathy for our mutual friends, the surviving 
parents. 

Most truly yours, 

RICHARD S. KISSAM. 
New York, 9 Great Jones Street, 
January 22i, 1865. 

Observations on Diagnosis hy comparison and hy exclusion. By Nathan* 
P. Rice, M. D. 

In order to illustrate what I have chosen as the title for this conmiu- 
nication, I will refer to the work of M. Valleix,* a third edition of which 
has appeared during the past year. The author, and this result of his 
labors, are great favorites with the ju\"enile medical world at Paris ; and 
the clear, perspicuous way in which he writes, and the careful nature of 

* Guide du Medeoin Pratioien. Paris, 1854. 
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his diagnoses, have raised him to a high position among his fellow prac- 
titioners. It is said by those who do not so highly esteem him, that he 
tries to reduce every thing to too much of a mathematical standard f 
that he endeavors to arrange all his comparisons of diseases in too tabu- 
lar a form ; that, for the sake of this arrangement, he often compares 
many maladies together, as regards the distinction, between which there 
is no great danger of confusion ; thus, by pointing out imaginary dan- 
gers, inducing exactly what he wishes to avoid, by making the student 
too prone to guard against what he considers a synonymous malady, 
idien, if he had not seen this comparative arrangement, the connection 
between them would never have occurred to his mind. 

But, for myself, I think that the style of the work has, in many 
points, a* decided superiority to the majority of the works which I have 
seen on the practice of medicine ; and I think the plan wlych he has 
written out, and which is the same that he is accustomed to follow be- 
fore his class, in practice supplies what is a lamentable deficiency in the 
lectures delivered at our medical colleges and at the cliniques at the 
hospitals. 

This short-hand, tabular arrangement, like the two and two make 
four of the mullapUcation table, has the advantage of bringing directly 
before the eye what the affections are that are the oftenest confounded, 
and what are their distinctions ; impresses them much more forcibly up- 
on the mind, tha«i if a lengthy account be given of all the signs, whether 
as means of warning, or described as the symptoms of the disease alone 
upon which the treatise is written. 

I do not assert that he is the only person who has compared dis- 
eases in the same manner ; nor that he is the first person who has estab- 
lished good comparisons ; but merely that it is more extensively carried 
out by him, — that the same system of comparison is not limited to a few 
of the most important affections, but is extended in an equally thorough 
manner to all, no matter how innocuous they may be in their results. 
If there is any disease which, in its prodromes or subsequent sjonptoms, 
is likely to be confounded with another, each, under its respective head- 
ing, has been most carefully and ably compared ; and anysynonism 
which might lead to an error in the diagnostic, has had the essential dif- 
ferences in the plainest manner made manifest. 

It may seem somewhat Hibernian, to assert that it is easier to declare 
what a thing is than what it is not, — that it is more feasible to say that 
any disease which we may have under hand bears such a specified name. 
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than to prove that it is not one of others which in some pecnliaritiea 
have a resemblance. Yet I think it is so : we have a class of symptoms 
laid down for us as the characteristics of a disease, and we are told that^ 
^th slight variations, these are our guide-posts ; another malady of a 
somewhat similar nature, but for which a different treatment is needed, 
and from which a different result is to be expected, shows nearly the 
same symptoms; we hesitate between the two, from the fact that they 
msj present some anomalies ; we are not* able to commence with the 
whole class of diseases showing nearly the same order and character of 
signs, and compare the one with the other, and so by this gradual com- 
parison and exclusion, to sifb the number down to what we may feel sore 
is the disease in question. 

The medical student receives his account of diseases from the perusal 
of books, 0^ from the mouth of his instructor, as plainly mapped out as 
are the party-colored divisions of the earth's surface on a school atlas. 
It seems to him as if there is a well-established series of disorders, and 
that, except in rare cases, each lies so distinctly plain from the other 
that no confusion could possibly arise. He hears his professor commene- 
ing with an affection of the head or chest, give the namq and means of 
its diagnosis, which is followed up by the usual description of the routine 
of treatment, the complications ; the difficulty of distinguishing this 
from any other, being carefully kept from him in order to do away with 
any confusion in his mind at that time, and also because the limits of a 
lecture or hospital visit do not allow this comparison, which necessarily 
would demand for each disease a recapitulation of all the symptoms or 
results which had been described before, or which are to be given at 
some subsequent time. 

The same remark applies to what is said at the hospital bedside. He 
hears a disease named, he is told that its characteristics are such and 
such symptoms, but he is not warned against another which in many 
respects may be its counterpart All seems to him plain sailing, and he 
wonders how there could ever have been any doubt in his mind as to 
what the malady in question might have been. But, is he guarded 
against an error in the next case, which, perhaps, may be a deviation 
from the preceding f Does it not induce a habit of jumping at too hasty 
conclusions, and of too positive assertion ? Will he not, as a practitioner, 
often taking too little care in the diagnosis, burthen a disease with a 
name, and console himself with the reflection, that because it is chris- 
tened as legitimate, there can be no danger of a bastard substitute ? The 
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boldest nayigator is he who is the most ignorant of the existence of rocks 
and shoab ; he may be, for a time, as fortunate as the old gray-beard, 
who is constantly suspicious of danger and on the guard against acci- 
dent, but still, he is liable at all times to destruction from the hidden 
dangers to which he is exposed. 

There is no doubt that with many, in the world at large, this decided, 
quick method of naming a disease, has its effect That man will be sup- 
posed to have the most thorough professional knowledge who, after a 
few questions and a quick examination, affirms that he has to treat any 
one of the diseases to which names have been given. It is supposed, at 
once, that there is more skill in this scintillating declaration than when 
they see each symptom weighed, and every possible source of error, which 
is called indecision, carefully investigated. Society is dazzled by its bril- 
liancy, in the same manner as our eyes are more affec^ by the sudden, 
blinding flash of lightning, than by the deep, powerful glow of a con- 
fiagration. 

This method of laying out, in a tabular form, the whole class of mal- 
adies having the same signs, and comparing the one with the other, is 
excluuvely with M. Valleix, at Paris ; with few exceptions, and these are 
among a younger class of lecturers, — among those who have formed them- 
selves by the same model as he has himselfl But in Germany, this sys- 
tem is most universally common. At the cliniques delivered at the 
hospitals, a most extraordinary length of time is devoted, in each case, to 
the comparison of signs. Oppolzer, at Vienna, when visiting the wards 
with his class, never declares the name of the malady under observation 
until the whole series with which it is likely to be confounded, are de- 
scribed ; that is, a large quantity of diseases of the same nature are 
detailed, and whether they be fevers, diseases of the brain, cutaneous, or 
any others ; and then he, or one of those about him, by a careful com- 
parisim, makes the one in question as sure as is possible. 

M. Valleix is essentially a German, and, I believe, has studied to a 
^reat extent in the German schools. At his cliniques, he endeavor^, fn 
the same manner as in his work, and as is done by the German profes- 
sors, to impress upon the young student in what points confusion is likely 
to arise, and to warn, as plainly as possible, against those errors which 
the present method is but too prone to induce. 

Fourth Avknub, corner 20th St. 
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Epidemic Cholera^ as it appeared at the Franklin Street Hospital, du- 
ring the summer of 1854. By Charles A. Budd, M. D., one of the 
Physicians of that Institution. 

I propose, in the following paper, to give the statistics of the Frank- 
lin Street Cholera Hospital, alluding briefly to the treatment which was 
pursued in that institution, and to the pathological appearances revealed 
by the autopsies. The first patient was received on June 25th ; the last 
on August 31st. Whole number received, 606. Whole number died, 
255 ; whole number discharged, cured, 351. Whites, 591 ; negroes, 15. 
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The epidemic was evidently at its height the last week of July, from 
which time, with but slight variations, it steadily declined. A large pro« 
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portion of those who died, and on whom postmortem examinations were 
held, were found to have been suffering from some chroDic organic dis- 
ease, the organs principally involved being the liver and kidneys ; the 
former presenting, to a great extent, evidences of fatty degeneration, the 
latter, a granular condition. 

Among the females admitted, seven were pregnant, at periods vary- 
ing from four to seven months. Three of these died, undelivered, and 
two of the seven recovered; they were* all in a collapsed condition when 
admitted. In one of them, reaction was established previous to parturi- 
tion ; but having strenuously denied the fact of her pregnancy (being 
tmrnarried), and labor having set in, she immediately relapsed into a 
state of collapse, and died thirty-six hours after delivery. Many of the 
patients were suffering from either constitutional or primary syphilis, or 
firom gonorrhoea ; and several who were considered convalescent, had re- 
lapses and died, in consequence of having partaken freely of either fruit 
or spirits, stealthily conveyed to them by friends, and concealed about 
the bed. ' 

The treatment recommended by Dr. Yanderveer, and fully indorsed 
by the other members of the medical staff, was the mercurial, in the ful- 
lest acceptation of the term ; and, strange to say, not a single case in 
which ptyalism was produced, died. Hence, our energies were chiefly 
directed to procure this result ; and, invariably ^ if indications of mercu- 
rialization were evident, during the progress of the disease itself, or du- 
ring the consecutive fever, a favorable prognosis was given. It is true, 
that many recovered in whom salivation was not produced^ still, calo- 
mel was administered in almost every instance, and in every stage. To 
those in whom stimuli were indicated, after the administration of a full 
mercurial, the following mixture was resorted to : 

. Q. Chloroform, 

Sol Morph. (Majend.) 
Tinet. Camphor, eat. 

Sj. Simpl. U. partes sqnalea. 

Miflce. 

Of this, half a tablespoonful was given in a tablespoonful of brandy, ac* 
cording to circumstai^ces. This appeared to exercise peculiarly happy, 
anti-emetic, stimulating properties, and was the only form in which opi- 
ates were administered, save where the consecutive fever assumed a dys- 
enteric character ; and then but rarely, as in a majority of the cases in 
which reaction was established, the tendency of the subsequent fever was 
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towards cerebral congestion. The only external applications used were 
sinapisms to the epigastrium, and hot air. Pounded ice was given to 
allay the intense thirst. When dysenteric symptoms supervened, they 
were treated with acetate of lead, tannin, or kino, or with astringent and 
sedative suppositories. 

The postmortem appearances were singularly uniform. The animal 
temperature, rising after death, a^d the spasmodic muscular twitchings 
so frequently alluded to, were often observed. The encephalon was, as 
a general thing, intensely congested ; and, in a large majority of cases, 
serous effusions had taken place into the lateral ventricles, and around 
the spinal cord. There was also an unusual congestion of all the viscera, 
with thickening and softening of the mucous coat of the stomach and 
small intestines. This thickening and softening was observed, to a much 
greater extent, in those cases which were in a dying condition at the 
time of their admittance, and which had been treated by some of the 
many popular " hot-drops," consisting of capsicum, peppermint, Ac, ad- 
ministered to them either by non-professional friends or by the physi- 
cian who had been in attendance. In all cases which had been under 
treatment in the Hospital, the gall-bladder was found distended with bile, 
and the whole track of the alimentary canal, below the entrance of the 
duct, bore evidences of the presence of the same material. Those cases 
which were admitted too late for any treatment, varied exceedingly in 
this respect The urinary bladder was found empty, and contracted down 
in the pekic cavity, frequently to the size of a walnut These were the 
general patfiological conditions. There were a few cases which presented 
other appearances ; but, as they were evidently due to complications, they 
have not been alluded to. 

I have here given, as will be seen, a statistical resume of the epi- 
demic, as it appeared in the summer of 1654. If it is of any value, it is 
in the favorable comparison it bears in its results with those of former 
years, and with those of other institutions. 

New York, February^ 1866. ) 
No. 31 Second strbkt. J 
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Clinical Remarks on the cases in the first surgical division of the New 
York Hospital^ during the months of October and November , 1854. 
By Thos. M. Markob, M. D., Attending Surgeon. Reported by 
^. Geo. K S. Kbator. 

Syphilitic Inflammation of Testicle. 

November 14th. two cases of Syphilitic Testicle, — ^These two men. 
Gentlemen, are both suffering from a chronic inflammation of the testi- 
cles, depending upon syphilis. This disease is one of much interest to 
surgeons at this time, because it is one which has only of late years been 
clearly identified as a form of inflammation essentially connected with a 
previous poisoning of the system by syphilis. Though noticed by most 
of the wnters on syphilis, during the last ten years, yet I think that more 
is due to M. Ricord than to any other one observer, for his success in 
dearly tradng the clinical history of the affection, in all its stages and 
varieties. The distinct and certain diagnosis of this disease will appear 
to you the more important, when I remind you that, from the chronic, 
slow, and painless progress of the affection, it was formerly not unfre- 
quentlv mistaken for cancerous, tuberculous, or other incurable indura- 
tion of the organ ; and imder this pathological mistake, extirpation was 
recommended as the only remedy for what we now regard as a curable 
disease. 

Syphilitic orchitis, then, is a chronic inflammation of the testicle, 
coming on as a tertiary symptom, characterized by hardness and insen- 
sibility ; lasting, when not treated, an indefinite time, and finally termin- 
ating in atrophy of the organ; when properly treated, yielding to 
remedies with a great deal of certainty ; which depends, as a cause, upon 
previous syphilis, most frequently, perhaps, upon that form which begins 
with the true Hunterian chancre. Let us now examine the clinical his- 
tory a little more in detail, as it is presented by the two patients before 
lis. 

This first man, A. B., tells us that he had a sore on his penis, thir- 
teen months ago, which continued open for about five days. Following 
the sore, a bubo appeared, which suppurated ; and after this again, he 
had tdcerated sore throat. He has never had any eruption on his skin 
that could be regarded as syphilitic, and has had no intis. Five months 
after the chancre, the testicles began to swell, gradually, slowly, without 
pain or soreness, and without the usual signs of active inflammation. 
This went on during about four months, since which, things have re- 
mained about stationary. Now, on examination, you perceive that both 
testicles are affected. They are hard, and you see he bears rough hand- 
ling without pain ; in fact, he says that he has suffered almost no pain 
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in them from the commencement Though enlarged to at least four 
times their natural size, their original shape is not much changed ; and 
the surface, to the feel, is smooth and uniform. There is also a collection 
of fluid in the tunica vaginalis, on both sides. You will particularly 
notice that the cord, and, as far as we can f^el, the epididymis, are both 
free from induration or enlargement This is one of the most important 
features of the syphilitic testicle. It is the testicle itself which is prima- 
rily, and often alone affected ; whereas in the other forms of chronic 
disease, the epididymis is usually the original and principal seat of the 
affection. The skin of the scrotum is sound, and free from adhesions, 
although the disease has been in existence for so many months. His 
venereal appetite is entirely gone since the testicles began to be dis- 
eased. 

This second man, Cunningham, has a similar affection of his tesU- 
K^les, and from a similar cause. He had, seven years ago, a chancrei 
which continued unhealed for six months ; was indurated, and has left a 
.scar, which, from its depth and circular shape, was probably caused by 
a true Hunterian chancre. He had no bubo. He had ulcerations in the 
throat and an eruption on the skin, which, from these large white scarsi 
was no doubt syphilitic rupia, with ulceradon. Almost every year since 
his primary disease, he has had some of these spots breaking out on his 
skin, ulcerating and leaving a scar. In other respects, he is free from 
secondary symptoms. Now, observe carefully Sh^ history he gives us of 
his early symptoms. He says, that the testicles swelled suddenly, with 
much pain, then subsided, swelled again, and broke, all within a few 
days. Since that time, he has had but little pain in them, and no sore- 
ness, except in those ulcerations which you observe on two points of the 
scrotum of the right testicle. These ulcers, he says, he has had from 
the beginning. The organs are hard, painless, without heat, smooth and 
even on their surfsu^e. The cord is perfectly sound, and the epidermis 
free from disease upon this side ; on the otner, the cord is free, but the 
testicle is so large that the epididymis cannot be distinguished. The fluid 
in the tunica vaginalis is very small in quantity. Venereal appetite not 
^tered, a very unusual exception. 

We have, therefore, before us two patients with a chronic enlarge- 
ment of both testicles, affecting the substance of the gland itself and not 
the epididymis ; smooth and regular in its surface, preserving very much 
the natural shape of the organ ; hard, painless, and insensible to the 
touch, which has, in each instance, been gradually progressive for months 
without the usual pain and heat of chronic inflanmiation ; and which, 
in the first instance, commenced without any previous acute stage. To 
this latter statement, Cunningham's case presents an apparent exception. 
In giving his history, I asked you to note particularly that he said that 
the affection came on suddenly, then subsided, then came on again and 
broke, all within a few days, and with a good deal of inflammation and 
pain. Now, this is not the history of any known disease of the testis ; 
and, to my mind, it is evident that he refers to the commencement of 
the rupia blotcheS| the ulcers of which still exist, and which, occurring 
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on the tender skin of the scrotum^ might very well have caused so much 
pain aj[id swelling as to lead him to suppose, and to tell us, that the tes- 
ticle Was at first acutely inflamed. There is sympathetic hydrocele in 
both cases ; the scrotum is not adherent to the testicle, and is entirely 
sound, except at the ulcerated spots in CunuiDgham's case. During all 
the months which these four testicles have been diseased, there has been 
no tendency to suppuration, or the formation of a fungous protrusion. 
There is no glandular enlargement in either case ; the cord is unaffected ; 
and last, and not least, they have both of them begun to be favorably 
affected by the treatment which has been adopted. 

Having thus noted the history of the syphilitic affection of the testi- 
cle, let us contrast it with the histoiy and symptoms of the simple 
chronic forms of the disease, not dependent on sypnilis, and from which 
H is most important to distinguisn it. These cases, then, of simple 
chronic orchitis, very commonly begin as the consequence of an acute 
attack, subsiding into a chronic course. They always affect the epididy- 
mis firet, and the testicle secondarily ; their progress is attended with the 
usual amount of pain, soreness, and weight of chronic inflammation ; as 
the organ increases in size, it does so irregularly, so aa to present a 
knobb^ and distorted shape. The hardness is not of the stony charac- 
ter which we find in the syphilitic affection, nor is the organ free from 
tenderness when handled. One testicle is usually affected, rarely both ; 
ftnd, very early in the case, the scrotum becomes adherent to some of 
the knobbed prominences on the testicle, and either an abscess forms, or 
more commonly a fungus shoots up through an opening in the skin. 
Hydrocele is rather rare ; glandular enlargement is said to be not unfre- 
quent ; and, finally, the effect of treatment is slow, unsatis&ctory, and 
often disappoints us altogether. 

In order to contrast Uie two affections more fully, I will write, upon 
the black board, the main symptoms in each, so that the data for a dif- 
ferential diagnosis may be compared at a glance. Thus, the — 



SyphUiHeform, 

1. Begins in testicle. 

2. Smooth and regular. 

3. Hard and painfeea. 
4% Scrotum unaffected. 

5. Both testicles involved, 
e. Hydrocele very common, 
fr. No suppuration or fungus. 



N<m-8yphilitie form, 

1. Begins in epididymis. 

2. Irregular and knobbed. 

8. Less hard and more painful. 

4. Scrotum early adherent 

5. Usually one only. 

6. Hydrocele rare. 

7. Abscess or fungus common. 



8. No glandular affection. 8. Glands of groin enlarged. 

9. Yenereal appetite gone. I 9. Not ascertained. 
10. Treatment successful. I 10. Treatment unsatisfactory. 

To complete the differential history of these two diseases, we may 
say that the syphilitic testicle tends finally, if not early cured, to produce 
atrophy of the organ ; while in the chronic simple orchitis, the ten- 
dency is to the disorganization of the testicle by abscesses, sinuses, or 
its entire protrusion in the shape of the fungous testis. Lastly, the patho- 
logical anatomy of the syphilitic disease is found to be, accordmg to 
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Ricord, an effusion and partial organization to fibrine on the fibrous sur- 
faces and compartments of the organ ; while, according to Gurlinfi^ there 
is always found in the simple chronic orchitis, an abundance of me yel- 
low, gelatinous, unorganized material, both within and without the sem- 
iniferous tubes, which he considers as the peculiar pathological element 
of the disease, and which is undoubtedly fibrine in an aplastic or unor- 
ganizable condition. 

Nov. 24. I present you to-day witt another case of diseased testi- 
cles, which contrasts well with those which we studied at our prerious 
meeting. This mah has, you observe, both testicles moderately en- 
larged ; and he tells us that the disease came on four months ago, with 
an acute attack of inflammation occurring first in one, and fourteen 
days afterward in the other. This inflammation, and the pain accom- 
panying it, gradually subsided, leaving the organs in the condition^you 
now see. They are but slightly indurated, and the principiU part of their 
bulk is due to enlargement of the epididymis and cohi. They are not 
painful, not very sensitive to the touch ; the scrotum is sound ; hydro- 
cele, if any, very slight ; and so far from showing any tendency towards 
suppuration, the affection has actually been improving for some time ; 
and the man did not come into the hospital on account of the disease of 
his testicles, but for a chancre which you see on his penis. Now, with- 
out inquiring into his syphilitic antecedents, we may pronounce that 
this is not a syphilitic disorder. Its commencing in the epididymis, and 
as an acute affection, the testis proper being only secondarily and in a 
slight degree affected, does not at ail correspond with the course of syph- 
ilitic orchitis; the further history and present condition of the dis- 
ease is entirely different from that which we have already studied in the 
two cases previously presented. To make our diagnosis sure, however, 
let us examine his previous history. He says, that the chancre which 
he now has, was contracted some weeks after the testicles began to be 
affected, and that he never before had a chancre or any suspicious dis- 
ease. He had, however, a gonorrhoea during the whole year preceding ; 
and it was. during the existence of this chronic gonorrhcea that the tes- 
ticles became affected. This is, you know, an exceedingly common cir- 
cumstance in long-continued or ill-managed gonorrhoea, and places the 
case under the head of chronic gonorrhoeal epididymitis, of which it may 
be regarded as a classical example. 

Treatment. — ^The principle on which your treatment is to be founded, 
is different in the three different diseases considered. In the S3rphilitic 
form, the treatment which is best suited to eradicate the syphilitic virus 
from the system, will soonest cure the case. M. Ricord speaks highly o[ 
the iodid. potassii, whibh he seems to consider as competent to the cure 
of the largest propprtion, if not all the cases. We have been somewhat 
disappointed in the expectations we had formed from this remedy ; several 
of our cases having been faithfully treated with it in large doses, during 
many weeks, and, m one case last vnnter, during several months, with- 
out Any sensible effect upon the disease, which afterwards yielded readily 
to mercurials. For my part, I now never waste time on any other 
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course than a properly selected mercurial treatment. Usually, the bi- 
chloride of mercury is given in doses of the one-eighth of a grain, three 
limes a day, combined with a tonic or otherwise, as the case may be. 
If the induration be very great, and particularly if the patient has not 
taken mercurials before, it is sometimes advisable to use calomel or bliA 
pill, keeping the gums slightly affected by it, for a few weeks, to be 
afterwards K>llowed up by small doses of bichloride or the prot iodide 
of mercury ; every care being taken to preserve the patient's constitu- 
tional powers in as good a state as possible, by not pushing the remedies 
too £ast, by giving tonics, by allowmg fresh air, exercise, and appropri- 
ate good nourishment The local treatment seems to me of secondary 
importance You may, however, gain sometimes by mercurial oint- 
ment, the ointment of Uie iodid. potass., the tinct. of iodine applied to 
the scrotimi, and the compression by adhesive plaster. Both of these 
cases have been ordered simply to wear the testicles in a suspensory bag, 
- keep the scrotum enveloped in an oil-silk covering, and apply twice a 
day some mercurial ointment Some advise to tap the tunica vagina- 
lis, and let out the collection of water. This is proper when the coUec- 
tion is large ; but when small, it will take care of itself and disappear as 
the testicle returns to its natural state. The success of this treatment, 
418 I have before said, is very satisfactoiy ; much the greater number of 
cases yielding to it entirely, with perfect restoration of the functions of 
tlie organ; but you most not be disappointed if the cure proceeds 
slowly. It is usually several weeks before any improvement can be dis- 
'Cemed, and generally it requires some months to effect a perfect cure. 
Aa to the integrity of the organs after the cure, there is always some 
doubt In a large majority, I think they remain perfect ; but if the dis- 
ease has been very severe, and very protracted, there is some risk that, 
after the enlargement is subdued, atrophy may take place. I cannot 
gi¥e you any data from which you may prognosticate such a result ; I 
would only caution you in bad cases not to promise too much. 

I cannot here go into detail with reference to the treatment of ordi- 
nary chronic orchitis ; but in order to contrast the general plans of treat- 
ment in the two affections, let me remind you that in the latter disease 
you have a local inflammation modified by, but not dependent entirely 
on, a constitutional vitiation. Local treatment in the early stages of this 
disease, promises, therefore, much more advantage than in the insidious 
syphilitic form. The general remedies most suitable are rather those 
which invigorate the whole system, and particularly after the first or in- 
flammatory stage has passed by. Attention to regimen, in respect to 
clothing, exercise, diet, change of air, sea-bathing, are of first import- 
ance. Scrofula, in some degree, is so apt to be mixed up with these 
cases, that I think iodine is, of all remedies, the most generally usefuL 
It is beet employed in the form of Lugol's Solution, or the iodid. ferri. 
Sir Afitley Cooper recommends, in the chronic stage, very small doses of 
bichlor. hydrarg., which must be continued during a very long period. 
But the strongeist point of contrast between the two diseases is found in 
the certainty with which the syphilitic affection yields to a well-directed 

VOL. IV. xa 6. 17 
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course of mercury, and the obstinacy with which a large number of the 
non-specific cases resist the best considered and the most faithfully ap- 
plied plan of treatment 

One word as to the treatment of that large class of cases, of which- 
(Mir third patient is an example, and which depend upon urethral irrita- 
tion as their cause. The principle of treatment here is perfectly simple, 
I do, not say that its application is as easy. Cure the urethral disease^ 
and the testicle will take care of itself. Of this fact, our patient is an 
illustration. He has been cured of his long, standing gonorrhoea for two 
months, and although he has had nothing done for me testicles, they are 
far advanced on the road to restoration. Do not understand me to say 
that it is never necessary to do any thing for the testicles directly, in th^ 
sympathetic affection ; but merely, that ordinary and mild remedies will 
soon bring about a cure, if the urethral disease upon which they de~ 
pend, be thoroughly removed. 

Surgical Statistics of the New York Hospital for 1854. By K W. 
Derby, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 

The total number of admissions into this institution, during the past 
year, was 3,400, of which 1,606 were surgical. 

The average deaths of the whole number (3,400) was ten per cent.y 
including Coroner* s cases ; excluding them, 6 per cent. 

The following is an enumeration of the surgical cases treated : 

Fractures. — Fractures of the skull (mostly compound), 34 ; of the 
vertehroBy 8 ; of the pelvis^ 10.; clavicle^ 23 ; patella^ 4 ; rths, 15 ; scap- 
ula^ 3 ; jaw^ 16 ; arm^ 30 ; forearm, 46 ; hand, 18 ; thigh, li ; leg, 98^ 
Total, 381. 

Of amputations of the arm, 16 (deaths, 4) ; forearm, 8 (death, 1) ; 
thigh, 11 (deaths, 5) ; leg, 14 (deaths, 5) ; at shoulder-joint, 3 (death, 1). 
Partial amputations of foot, 6 (deaths, 2). Total amputations^ 67 
(deaths, 18). 

To those unacquainted with the gravity of the cases requirinjg surgi- 
cal interference, this may appear a large number of deaths ; but it is not^ 
considering the almost hopeless condition of the patients when admitted. 
Amputations not the result of an injury, rarely prove fatal. 

Stahs of the chest and ahdom^n, 38 ; in two instances, the knife pene- 
trated the. left ventricle of the heart; one of these lived two days, the 
other six. In another case, there was protrusion of omentum, with 
hemorrhs^e, requiring the ligature of two vessels before it could be re- 
placed. The man recovered. Gunshot wounds, 31 ; Contusions and 
injuries (exclusive of fractures), 403 ; hums, 69 ; syphilis, 267 ; gonor- 
rhoea, 93 ; strictures, 18 (four of which were operated upon, and success- 
fully). Of Hospital-gangrene there were, during the summer, some 8 or 
12 cases, but now the wards are unusually healthy. Tetanus, 6 cases^ 
all of them fatal ; treatm,ent, by opiates and assafoetida. Operations up- 
on tumors, 5 ; hydrocele of the cord, 1 ; removal of testicle, 1 ; hernia, 1 ; 
tracheotomy, 1 ; ligature of femoral artery, 1 ; brachial, 1 ; radial and 
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ulnar ^ 12 ; posterior-tibial, 1 ; common carotid^ 1 ; and a number of 
minor operations, all successful. tHSPl 

Operations for urinary calculi^ 3 ; two successful. For vesicovagi- 
nal fistula (by Dr. Sims' sutures), 2 ; one successful. For ununited 
fractures (by Dr. Brainard's method), 3 ; two successftil ; the third did 
not succeed, and the arm was finally amputated. Fractures of the thigh 
admitted (united with deformity) and re-fractured, 2 ; in one, the limb 
was re-fractured sixteen weeks after the injury, and the shortening re- 
duced from four inches to less than one. 

Dislocations at shoulder^ \2\ at hip (reduced by manipulation), 3. 

Skulls trephined J 13 ; tibia trephined for necrosis, 3. 

E. W. DERBY, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 
New York Hospital, Feb, lYth, 1865. 

NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 
By one of the Editors. 

Stated Meeting, February 7, 1855. Owing to the severity of the 
storm, there was a very small attendance of Fellows. In the absence of 
President Smith, Dr. Beadle, Vice President, took the chair. The min- 
utes of th#last meeting were read and approved. 

A communication from Dr. J. W. Francis (President elect) was re- 
ceived and read, resigning his ofSce, in consequence of severe domestic 
bereavement. After some discussion, the letter was laid on the table for 
consideration at a future meeting. 

On motion of Dr. Pond the officers elect were requested, without 
further ceremony to take the places assigned them. 

Reports of Committees. 

Committee on Admissions reported through Dr. Vandervoort its or- 
ganization. The Conmiittee reconmiend as candidates for Correspond- 
ing Fellowship, — • 

Dr. J. Guffgenbuhl, of Abendberg, Interlachan, Switzerland. 

Dr. F. Rilnet, of Geneva, Switzerland. 

Dr. E. Barthez, of Paris, France. 

Dr. Jacob Bigelow, of Boston, Mass. 

Owing to the small attendance, the balloting for these candidates 
was deferred until the next meeting. 

Committee on Finance reported several bills, which were, on motion, 
ordered to be paid. 

Committee on Sections. On motion of Dr. R. S. Kissam, the Acad- 
emy confirmed the division of the Fellows into sections, as in the printed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



208 Proceedings of Societies. [March, 

notices, subject, however, to such changes as may be made at the 
request of the Fellows. On motion of the Secretary, duly seconded, the 
following Fellows were appointed Chairmen of the different sections, 
for the purpose of calling them together for organization. 

Section on Anatomy and Physiology, Robert Watts, M. D. 

" Surgery and Surgical Pathology, Wm. Detmold, M. D. 

" Theory and Practice, &c., Isaac Wood, M. D, 

" Materia Medica and Botany, Joel Foster, M. D. 

" Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 

and Children, J. E. Taylor, M. D. 

" Chemistry and Pharmacy, C. Herschel, M. D. 

" Public Health and Legal Medicine, J. G. Adams, M. D. 
They are to be notified by the Secretary. 

Vectis and Tractor, — Dr. Gardner exhibited an improved vectis and 
tractor, of his own invention, and explained its advantii^;es over the old 
instrument. Referred to Section on Obstetrics. 

Special Report of Treasurer, — In accordance with a resolution of the 
Academy, the Treasurer presented a report of the names of those Fellows 
who had refused to pay their dues when called on, up to January, 1854, 
and commenced the reading of it Objections were offered to its further 
reading. A motion to suspend the reading was lost The chair finally 
decided that the report was out of order ^ since the names of Fellows had 
, been read who had not refused to pay their dues, but had, thus far, only 
neglected to pay them. An appeal bein^ taken, the chair was sustained. 

Dr. Bolton moved to strike from the list the names of all F^jlows who 
have been in arrears for three years, or more. Dr. Stewart moved, as a 
substitute, that the Assistant Secretary be directed to insert inthe printed 
notices, from this time until the 1st May next, that Fellows whose dues 
remain unpaid for three years or more^ after said date, will be considered 
to have forfeited their Fellowship. Carried unanimously. 

Prize Fund, — On motion of Dr. Corson^ the following resolution was 
adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Secretary be instructed to furnish the Treasurer 
with the list of contributors to the Prize Fund, in order that the amount 
may be collected, — and further, that the Prize Committee be authoriaed 
to publish the condition of said Prize in such Medical Journals as they 
may deem necessary and proper, at the expense of the Academy. 

Election of Orator for 1 865. — ^The Academy then went into an elec- 
tion for Orator, when John Watson, M. D., was declared duly elected by 
a very large majority (17 out of 24) of votes. 

Nomination of Delegates to National Medical Association, — On mo- 
tion of Dr. PonJ, a committee of ^yq was appointed by the chair to nom- 
inate delegates to the National Medical Association, and that they report 
at the next meeting. Drs. Pond, Van Pelt, Adams, Kissam, and Blake- 
nun constitute the committee. 
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Notices, — Complaints were made by a number of Fellows, that they 
did not receive the monthly notices. The Secretary was authorized to 
employ Swartz's post-oflSce, as the government agent had not given satis- 
faction. Adjourned. 

STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Medical Society of the State of New York 
was held at Albany, on the 6th, 7th, and 8th of February. The weather 
was severely inclement, but this did not prevent an attendance of about 
sixty permanent members and delegates. 

The Society was called to order by the President, Dr. Charles B, 
Coventry, of Utica, who read his inaugural address. During the first 
day of the session conununications were received from several County 
Medical Societies. 

* Drs. Saunders and Gt)odrich were appoint^ a committee to invite the 
medical gentlemen of the Legislature to take seats as honorary members 
during the present session. 

Drs. Monell, S. O. Vanderpoel, Carhart, Hoff, Bailey, Quactenbush, 
Chapin, Douglas, and Lansing, were invited to seats as honorary mem- 
bers. 

Dr. Armsby presented the specimen of extra-uterine conception, which 
was presented by Dr. Parkhurst at the last annual meeting. The speci- 
men had been dissected, and beautifully prepared for demonstration. Dr. 
Armsby read a paper on extra-uterine conceptions, which was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Phelps read a paper on dislocation of femur, and the reduction 
of the same without the application of force. Dr. Phelps concedes this 
operation first to have been performed by Dr. Philip Sing Physic, in the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, during the sesbion of lectures in the Uniyersity 
of Pennsylvania, in 1810-11. This date is earlier, by five years, than 
the operation was performed by Dr. Nathan Smith, of Yale College, to 
whom Dr. Shumway gave the honor last year. He would only quote 
Dr. Shumway's motto, " Honot to whom honor is due.'' 

Dr. Monell, of Newburgh, presented two specimens of dissecting 
aneurism of the aorta, one of which he deposited with Albany Medical 
College for use of Society. 

Dr. Monell also read a paper concerning a remarkable case of 
insanity. 

A committee was appointed to solicit the use of the Assembly 
Chamber, for the use of me Society on Wednesday evening. 
Adjourned till 3 o'clock P. M. 

Afternoon Session. — ^The Society met at 3 o'clock. The minutes 
of the morning session were approved. 

The Treasurer, Dr. Van 0^ Linda, submitted his annual report. 
Dr. Monell read a paper on Epidemics, as they prevailed in Orange 
county during the last year. The paper was referred to the Committee 
of Publication. 
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Dr. Snyder moved that Drs. Diefendorf and Snell be admitted to 
seats as members, fiiej having been duly elected from County Societies, 
but failing to bring their credentials. 

Dr. Tilderiy by Dr. Armsby, presented a variety of vegetable extracts 
to the Society, for which the thanks of the Society were bestowed. 

Dr. John H, Griscom presented copies of his anniversary discourse 
before the New York Academy of Medicine. 

Dr. March read extracts from different medical journals relative 
to an operation for the removal of a tumor, about two months since, 
from the neck of Miss Sarah Weaver, a young lady, aged 19 years. 
The authors of those extracts obtained their information of the case 
from unauthenticated newspaper articles, the writers of which were 
not qualified to judge of its merits, or otherwise. By these, much 
censure had been cast upon him. Dr. March read the history of the 
case, and of the operation, giving the character of the tumor, and the 
propriety of attempting lis removal. He gave a full account of the 
operation, and considered the variety of opinions regarding the cause 
of death. [It will be recellected that Miss Weaver died before being 
removed from the operating table.] Those physicians who were imme- 
diately connected with the operation, three of whom were physicians of 
the City Hospital, and Faculty of the Medical College, do not consider 
that death was occasioned by the use of chloroform, but that it occurred 
from three causes; these were — shock to the nervous system, loss of blood, 
and introduction of air into the venous circulation. 

A letter of apology from Dr. J. G. Adams, one of the delegates from 
the N. Y. County Medical Society, for non-attendance, in consequence of 
the illness of an aged parent, was read, and ordered on file ; also a letter 
from Professor Metcalfe, delegate from the University Medical College, 
with an apology for absence, was also read and filed. 

On Wednesday, the Society met at 10 o'clock A. M. 

Dr. Snyder read a biographical sketch of the late Dr. Daniel Ajrres, 
of Amsterdam, Montgomery county. 

Dr. Coventry read a biographical sketch of the late Professor James 
Webster. , 

Dr. John S. Mc Call read a paper on the needs, duties, and privii^es 
of the Medical Profession. 

Dr. Phelps^ of New York, asked the indulgence of the Society while 
he read a paper on the " Truth, or integrity of medicine and of the pro- 
fession." As he had now entered his seventieth year, he felt confident 
that he should not many times have occasion to offer an apology for 
claiming their attention. 

Dr. Augustus Willard read a very interesting paper on the epidem- 
ical diseases of Chenango and Broome, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Publication. 

A conmiunication was received from His Excellency Gov. Clark, in- 
viting the Society to visit him on Thursday afternoon, at the Executive 
■ Chamber. The invitation was accepted. 
Dr. Foster presented the following : 
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Whereas, The Legislature are about to provide additional accom- 
modations for the insane, this Society deem it a fit occasion for its opin- 
ion. Therefore, 

Resolved^ That an Asylum capable of accommodating 250 patients, is 
preferable to one of a larger size. , 

That the selection of a proper location for an asylum should be made 
in view of the construction of such a number of asylums of that magni- 
tude as the present and future wants of the State may require. 

That the site of a Lunatic Asylum should unite, so far as it may be 
found possible, the qualities of salubrity, protection from cold winds, 
agreeable scenery, proper drainage, cheapness of living, ease of access by 
railroads, and such proximity to a large town as will facilitate frequent 
inspections. 

Laid on the table. 

Dr. Hamilton resumed his remarks on dislocation of bones and the 
philosophy of their reduction, and gave the tistory of several important 
cases. 

Dr. Corliss spoke of fractures of the femur. He said that in trans- 
verse fractures of the femur there will always be a shortening of the limb, 
and upon this ought all legal decisions to depend. 

Dr. March read an account of operation for hare-lip. Adjourned. 

8, P. M. — Dr. Staats moved to suspend the order of business, and 
allow Rev. Mr. Warren, of the New York Temperance Societv, to speak 
for five minutes. Mr. Warren asked liberty to interrogate tne Society 
on the influences of intoxicating drinks in producing disease, when used 
continuously in moderate quantities. 

Dr. Bradford presented a resolution requesting the Society to coope- 
rate in furnishing and difiusing the desired information. The resolution 
was adopted. 

The following were elected Officers for the ensuing year : 

President — Frank H. Hamilton, of Buffalo ; Vice President — ^Thomas 
Hun, of Albany ; Secretary — Howard Townsend, of Albany ; TreasiA- 
rer — Peter Van O'Linda, of Albany. 

The gentlemen whose names follow were elected Permanent Jfem- 
ters : James R. Wood, B. Fordyce Barker, Philander Stewart, G. C. 
Monell, Alfred Wotkyns, Ebenezer Steel, Freeman Turtelot, Henry C. 
Gray, Luther Guiteau, A. L. Saunders, Marcena Terry, A. B. Case, John 
Coventry, Edson Carr, Austin Flint, John B. Coats. 

Drs. Horace A. Buttolph, of New Jersey, and Marshall Hall, of Lon- 
don, were elected honorary members of the Society. 

The resolution of Dr. Foster, referring to the establishment of Lunatic 
Asylums, was taken up. 

Dr. Fost^ thought the insane could be better cared for if institutions 
were limited in the number of patients, so that the resident physician 
could see each of them every day. 

Dr. Bradford said there was a bill before the Legislature at the 
present time for the establishment of an asylum. There are fifteen hun- 
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dred insane in the State, most of whom are in the county poorhonses, 
where they are most shockingly provided for. He would mention one 
case : A man, insane, was kept at a poorhouse, he was allowed only 
straw to sleep on, and was so wild that when the keeper went in to 
change it once a week, he went armed with a cowhide to defend him- 
self. The patient was removed to Utica, where, with proper care, he 
became able to take care of himself as well as any patient. This is a 
sample of what care will do for the unfortunate beings. 

Dr. Corling thought if the law continued to allow men to be made 
insane, it ought to continue to make asylums to put them in. 

Dr. Staats thought large institutions were no more economical than 
small ones; and small ones, situated in remote sections of the State, would 
be far more available for those who require aid. 

Dr. Burr thought that to recommend the building of several asylums 
would frighten members of the Legislature so that they would make no 
appropriations at all. 

The resolution was laid on the table. Adjourned. 

At 1 o'clock P. M., the Society met in the Assembly Chamber, where 
ihe President delivered the Annual Address. 

Dr. Corliss presented the following : 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Society be tendered to the Presi- 
dent for his very interesting and highly valuable address on the present 
occasion, and that a copy be requested for publication. 

The resolution was adopted, after which the Society adjourned. 

In the evening the Society were most hospitably entertained by Dr^ 
March at his residence, where they met a goodly number of our distin- 
guished citizens. 

Thursday. The Society met at 9|-, A. M. 

Dr. Coventry read a letter from Dr. Griscom. 

The following gentlemen were elected to be recommended to the 
Regents of the University for the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Medi- 
cine : J. Kneeland, James L. Phelps, A. Churchill, Edson Carr. 

Dr. W, S. Norton read a paper on Injury of the Shoulder Joint 

Dr. Horace Oreen read a paper on the Employment of Injections in 
the Bronchial Tubes, and into Tubercular Cavities of the Lungs. This 
subject had previously been brought before the profession by himself in 
the Academy of Medicine, a few months ago. Dr. Green read at length, 
the history of important cases that had recovered by this treatment. 

Dr. Foster's resolution relative to Lunatic Asylums, was taken up and 
amended so as to read as follows : 

Resolved^ That this Society is deeply impressed with the importance 
of further acconmiodations for the treatment and care of the insane of 
our State, and they therefore respectfully urge upon the Legislature the 
speedy passage of the measure now before them for that pu1^>ose. 

Dr. Charles A. Lee was appointed a committee to furnish to the Pub- 
lishing Committee an abstract of his review of the trial of John Hendrick- 
son, jun., contained in the American Journal of Medical Science for 1854^ 
for inseriion in the Transactions of the Society. 
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The thanks of the Society were voted to the Common Council and 
to the Assembly, for the use of their chambers during the session. 

The Society then took a recess, in order to visit Vie Medical College 
and the new and beautiful Hospital. They also paid their respects to 
His Excellency, Governor Clark, at the Executive Chamber. 

Adjourned sine die. 



CnminumtatiniiH. 



On Specialitiee. (By a Correspondent.) 

In the progress of every speculative science, or theoretical system,, 
there is a constant tendency to diversity of opinion upon all subjects in 
relation to them. There are advantages and disadvantages arising out 
of this ; and, while it affords to the mere speculator so many advantages 
of prosecuting his personal aims, it gives, at the same time, to the lover 
of scientific truth, an opportunity of vindicating professional repute and 
professional rights. That this prerogative is not undervalued, we have 
abundant proof; for, as a class of men, there are none more than the reg- 
ular practitioners of medicine, who uphold with more ardor and sincerity 
the credit of their calling, who pursue their avocations with less com- 
mensurate recompense, or who endure the mortification of being more 
often defrauded of their just and inherent dues. In respect to the latter,, 
there are two causes in operation to effect that result, viz. : the inappre- 
elation of their labors, and the general encouragement of charlatamsm. 
The temptations to the latter are too seductive to be resisted, and they 
assume so many ingenious disguises, that it is not always easy to subvert 
or expose them. To accomplish this, except in flagrant instances, is often 
an invidious and thankless task, especially when it becomes necessary to 
strip the mask from those whose positions are fortified by plausible pre- 
tensions of affluence and fame. The bare allusion to it, may disturb the 
conscience of some complacent offender, and provoke his. ire, when it 
should only have die opposite effect of moving him to reformation. 

In a few general remarks, which we propose to make, it is not at 
all necessary for any one in particular to suppose that he is set up as a 
target, when reference is made not to any individual, but to a class. 

In regard to the specialities of the medical profession, there can be 
no more valid objection and opposition to them, than to that subdivision 
and multiplication of labor which contributes so much to the perfection 
of the arts, and to the advancement of society. But the misfortune is, 
that the same honest intentions are not carried out equally and fairly in 
both. For while, in a social point of view, there is some real benefit 
accruing to society from the distribution of pursuits, in a medical sense, 
yet there is frequently no general benefit at all, nor is any such object 
or result contemplated. 
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If the science of medicine had reached its maturity ; if there were no 
additional errors to combat, nor truths to unfold ; false systems to be 
overthrown, and new and truer ones to be substituted in their places ; or 
if nature had yielded up all her secrets in the curative art ; there mi^t 
then be more reason and propriety in distributing professional avocations 
into separate and distinct callings, to secure their further advancement 
and development. If the specialities of the day aimed only at results like 
these, they would be likely to achieve much good. But everybody knows 
that they have no such aim or tendency whatsoever, and that they are 
adopted and maintained solely with a view to individual profit and ag- 
grandizement. They enrich the mercenary advocates of them, while to 
the men of high professional honor and sentiment, is confided the duty 
of maintaining the reputation and toiling for the real and permanent 
advancement of medical science. 

Dr. Rush never hazarded a more unguarded remark than when he 
took occasion to say, that, " in the treatment of disease, nature must not 
be consulted, but turned out of doors." It is this disregard and rejection 
of nature, and the love and practice of art, which has conferred so much 
disrepute upon the medical profession. 

Th^ specialist, especially, is a follower of art and of artistic manceu- 
vers, not for the general, but for his individual good. Occupying but a 
subordinate rank, and prosecuting but a fragment of the truth, he would 
thrust himself forward, and arrogate the first and foremost position of all. 

Specialities, therefore, instead of being benefits, are the nuisances of 
the day. They crowd the thoroughfares, and obtrude themselves upon the 
gaze, in every direction. There is littJe fellow-feeling and mutual re- 
spect in the followers of them, and, generally speaking, they regard one 
another individually with that disdain which the whole of them merit as 
a body. 

There is a celebrated artist in New York who is remarkable for never 
painting a picture that he does not b]end some tint of green in it So it 
is with the motley and multifarious throng of specialists. There is a 
streak of green running through the whole of them. Their distinctive 
pursuits are so various that it would require a long list to catalogue the 
whole of them. Some popular feature, though, characterizes them all ; 
and, whatever part of the human fabric they make the object of their 
skill, it is sure to be such that little capital but large profits are likely to 
follow from it 

None of these occupations, however lucrative or respectable they may 
appear to be, afford a basis broad enough and solid enough for lasting 
fame. 

The great masters in medicine, like those who have laid the founda- 
tions of all other arts, have penetrated deeper into the mjrsterious arcana 
of nature than this. They have been intent upon unfolding great prin- 
ciples, which are always the true and permanent exponents and lights of 
science ; and in, the profound aspirations of their minds, and in their 
wrestlings after truth, they have disdained these alluring devices 
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which titillate the fancies of inferior intellects, or those sordid tempta- 
tions which are congenial only with grosser and inferior natures. 

Never has medicine been at a lower ebb, in many respects, than at 
the present day. As the true faith in every creed is always confided to 
a few, it id to Uiis class that we must look for the regeneration of the 
art, and the vindication of its prerogatives. These are the real benefac- 
tors of mankind, and without tnem, the interests of science would lan- 
guish, while those of specialism and imposture would thrive, even more 
than they do now. 

To THE Editors of thb New York Medical Times : 

Gents. — ^Permit me, through the medium of your columns, to call 
Ae attention of the profession to the subject of the Iodide of Ethyle^ as 
a remedial agent in some pulmonary diseases, more especially phthisis. 
Dr. Tumbull, of Liverpool, England, embodied in a paper read last Sep- 
tember, before the British Association, the results of the trial of various 
substances used as inhalants in cases of phthisis occurring in the wards 
of the infirmary of that city, showing a decided superiority in favor of 
iodide of ethyle over any other of the remedies used, the results justifv- 
ing the theoretical opinion which a view of its chemical nature would 
suggest ; namely, the curative action of the vapor of iodine to the dis- 
eased tissue ; the irritating properties of the iodine being disarmed, and 
modified by the anodyne and anaesthetic qualities of its combination with 
ethyle. I have given, during the last three months, iodide of ethyle in 
several cases of phthisis, and have satisfied myself that its use is, with 
proper precautions, beneficial ; during its administration, cough has be- 
come less urgent, the character of the expectoration has improved, hectic 
has disappeared or become mitigated, fiesh has been gained, and the 
physical indications of impeded respiration from condensed pulmonary 
tissue less markedly obvious. Whether these beneficial results can be 
maintained is a matter, of course, for future observation ; but, in so far 
as they have gone, the cases bear no resemblance to the results of Dr. 
Tumbull's experiments. The dose I am in the habit of giving, is from 
ten to fifteen drops, three or four times a day, and this quantity I believe 
to be quite sufiScient, any increase being apt to produce symptoms of im- 
pending anaesthesia. No apparatus for inhaling is requisite ; all that is 
desirable is for the patient to drop the dose upon a handkerchief, place it 
over the mouth and nostrils, and inspire deeply. I have not found its use 
attended with any derangement of the digestive organs ; on the contrary, 
their functions appear to be stimulated by its use ; but care is necessary, 
after it has been employed for some time, to watch for the first symptoms 
of the development of the constitutional effects of iodine, and either di- 
minish the doses, or suspend their administration, until these subside. I 
have been under the necessity of distilling what I required for my own 
use, as it is necessary to observe great precaution in order that the ethyle 
shidl not contain any taint of the phosphorus used in the first stage of the 
process. None should be administered until a careful search has been 
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made for this substance ; but where due care is observed in its production, 
it can always be obtained without the slightest trace of this impurity. 
Besides phthisis, iodide of ethyle has received a trial in chronic bron- 
chitis and asthma, and also in combination with simple ointment as a 
dressing for syphilitic and indolent ulcerations ; but of its efficacy m 
these cases, I cannot at present speak from exp^ience. 

I have drawn up this brief notice in the hope that it may lead to an 
extensive trial of what I believe to be a very valuable remedy, and pro- 
pose, at some future period, with your permission, to lay before you the 
details of the cases I am at present observing. 

HENRY FISHER, M. D. 

62 Amity street, Feb, 22, 1865. 



dStitnrial. 



Colleges. — ^We have received catalogues of the students of the Crosby 
street and University Medical Colleges, in this city, and of Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia. By these, it appears, that in the Crosby Street CoOege^ 
there have been matriculated in the winter session of 1854-5, 182, three of 
whom are Doctors of Medicine. In the University Medical College^ there have 
been matriculated 307, of whom fourteen are Doctors in Medicine. In the 
Jefferson Medical College, 562 have matriculated, 92 of whom are Doctors in 
Medicine. As regards the States from which students are derived, in the 
Crosby Street College, 109 are from the State of New York, the balance being 
from the Eastern and Middle States, with Canada, and two from Madras, India. 
To the University, New York sends 112, Georgia, 39; New Jersey, 23; Penn- 
sylvania, 14; Canada, 14; Connecticut, 8 ; Alabama, 9; Ohio, 8; Tennessee, 7 ; 
and so on, nearly all the Southern and Western States being represented. 
The number of students, as compared with last year, has diminished; this, we 
believe, will hold true with regard to medical classes throughout the country, 
and is no doubt owing to the severe pressure of the times. The same fact is 
noticed in Europe, more particularly in Paris, where it is certainly owing to 
the failure of the grain and wine harvest 

Last year, Crosby Street reported 201 students; the University, 320; and 
Jefferson College, 700 ; this year, the numbers are 182, 307, and 562; of this 
last named, however, it is to be borne in mind that 92 are dead-heads. We 
also learn that the Pennsylvania University matriculated 350 ; this being a 
smaller number than last year. We have heard of a college which claims to 
have more than 50 per cent, increase upon last year ; this is, without doubt, 
the same institution whose report to the Regents of the University we our- 
selves inspected; they report 90 students for 1853-4; while we have the evi- 
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denee %i zn unpr^udke^ physician, from western Ne\v York, who attended 
the course, that he never saw more than 36 in attendance, at any time. 

We hare thought oarselves justified in going into these details for the 
sake of refuting the false statements put forth hy the editor of the "N. Y. 
(now American) Medical Gazette" in relation to the class at the N. Y. Univer- 
sity College. We are not the organ of this College ; and it is well known that 
we Jiave, in our individual, private capacity, openly spoken against the conduct 
of this institution in the early part of its career, more particularly as regards 
the too great anxiety of its professors to increase the numbers, both of pupils 
and graduates. But we have reason to believe that these abuses have, to a 
great extent,* been corrected; and we speak confidently when we say, that the 
University has never before enjoyed so much of the respect and good will of 
the profession as at the present time ; we also believe, that the course of in« 
fltruetion herein pursued is as thorough as in any other institution in the land. 
While, therefore, the Crosby street school, as our alma mater, has our best 
affections, and our most ardent aspirations for her continued prosperity, and 
will have them, if possible, in a higher degree, when she is delivered from the 
dark womb in which she is now "cribbed, cabined, and confined;" yet, when 
we see an attack, prompted solely by personal malice, made upon a highly 
respectable institution, and, above all, when the intentional misrepresentation 
18 copied into respectable journals, it is our duty, no less than our privilege, to 
speak out in its defense.' We say, therefore, to oar brother journalists 
throughout the United States, and more especially to the editors of the " Nash- 
Yille Medical and Surgical Journal,'' that no reliance can be placed upon the 
statements of the editor of the ** American Medical Gazette" upon any sub- 
ject, and more especially upon what he may assert of the University Medical 
College. In this city, where he is well known, his aspersions and personalis 
ties are disregarded and unnoticed — ^indeed, to be abused by him, is a sure ^^uar- 
antee of respeciabUily. It is only abroad, where his standing in the profession 
is unknown, that he has the power of doing mischief. We fling back upon 
him, then, his assertion, so often repeated, ** that the University school is wan- 
ing," and deny, most unequivocally, that there has been any ** stampede " of 
the students to Philadelphia, in consequence of the recent appointment to the 
chair of Theory and Practice. But we do not deny, most unequivocally, that 
the ** American Medical Gazette" is rapidly waning, nor that the ** stampede^ 
among its subscribers has been most desolating I most deplorable ! Who will 
write its epitaph I As its editor is a clergyman (6n retraite) he will allow us 
to refer him to a passage in Proverbs, 20 chap., 17 verse, in which it is written, 
^ Soavis est homini panis mendacii; sed postea, implebitur os ejus ccHculo.^ 

J. G. A. 

8elf-adjutting Hygromeitic Regulator. — ^We have received the following 
letter from Prof. Torrey to Dr. J. H. Ross, of our city, on the subject of a 
seU^justmg apparatus, recently invented by him, for the purpose of regulat- 
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JDg the amount of moisture received into rooms. A working model of the con- 
trivance was exhibited to a. few medical men, last week, and acted to the sat- 
isfaction of all. We believe that it is the intention of Dr. R. to exhibit the 
same at the next meeting of the Academy of Medicine. The object to be 
secured by the invention, and which it certainly promises well to attain, is the 
maintenance of the atmosphere of a room at any required degree of moisture, 
by the opening and shutting of valves, when too great or too small a quan- 
tity is present The importance of a carefully regulated hygrometric state of 
the atmosphere of the rooms of our dwelling houses, as well as public build- 
ings, both for the prevention of disease and restoration to health, is too obvi- 
ous to need comment Dr. Ross will soon publish a circular on the subjectr 
explaining more particularly the object and plan of his apparatus; and we hope 
also to hear more at length from Prof. Torrey on the subject 

To THE Editors of the Medical Times : — 

I have taken much interest in Dr. Ross's ingenious and most useful invention 
for supplying our dwellings with aqueous vapor during the winter season. 
His apparatus is in use in my own house, and works to our satisfaction. The 
quantity of moisture in the air can be reguUted so as to be fixed at any deai* 
rable amount, and it will then remain the same as long as the fire is kept up. 
For many years, I have, in my lectures, insisted on the importance of a due 
supply of moisture in the air of our dwellings, the qnantity usually introduced 
by the evaporating pan in the furnace being wholly insufficient It is no less 
important that the dome of moisture should be as constant as possible. 
When it is considered Uiat a temperature of about seventy degrees is required 
by most persons within doors, while the air outside may m many degrees be- 
low freezing, and that the drjring power of air depends more on its freedom 
from moisture, than on its temperature, we see how necessary it is that by 
artificial means we should supply the water which cold has removed from the 
exterior air. Dr. Ross's invention furnishes us with what we have bo long' 
needed : a means of obtaining more or less vapor, according to the condition 
of the air, the apparatus being self-regulating so as to preserve a constant 
difference between the dew-point and the temperature. The action of the 
valves, and the means of admitting and shutting off the steam, are so simple 
(especially with the aid of the small model he has constructed) that any one» 
at a glance, can understand the whole subject I have no doubt that our 
intelligent physicians will recommend a general use of this valuable apparatus 
of Dr. Ross. 

Yours respectfully, 

JOHN TORREY. 
96 St. Mark's Place, February 20, 1866. 

State Medical Society. — The Forty-ninth annual meeting of this Society 
occurred at Albany on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of February; an outline sketch of 
its proceedings may be found in our columns, under the appropriate head. 
We beg leave to offer a few comments. Of the sixty delegates or permanent 
members present, but /our appeared to represent the interests of this great 
metropolis. Of the sixteen delegates from the N. Y. County Medical Society, 
but one. Dr. J. L. Phelps, was in attendance. Of the five delegates from the 
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Academy of Medicine, but one (and he a substitute), Dr. Stephen Smith, was 
present From the Colleges, but one attended. Dr. H. Green, representing 
Dr. Green's College in 13th street Dr. J. T. Metcalfe, from the University, 
sent an apology, pleading, in justification, an obstetric case, which, from its 
peeoliar character, could not be transferred ; this apology was not recognized. 
A letter from Dr. J. G. Adams, one of the delegates from the County Medical 
Society, regretting hb necessary absence, on account of the indisposition of 
an aged parent, was, thr|ugh the courtesy of Dr. Joel Foster, read and ordered 
on file. The session di^ot present any object of very special interest ; sev- 
eral papers on scientific subjects, and memoirs of deceased members, were 
read. Dr. March had an opportunity of explaining his mis-reported fatal case 
from use of ether, which, we are happy to say, fully exculpates that distin- 
guished surgeon from all censure; we hope that his statement will receive a 
candid hearing from our readers. Though solicited to do so, we purposely re- 
frained from publishing the case at the time, being satisfied that, on the proper 
occasion, our friend, Dr. March, would come out ^ all right;" and we have not 
been disappointed. The most remarkable paper was read by Dr. H. Green, on 
**The Cauterization of the Bronchi, and the treatment of Tuberculosis by iI^- 
jeetions of nitrate of silver into the tubercular cavities of the lungs." Thirty^ 
two cases were noticed as ^ving been treated by him since the IZth of October^ 
1854, " nineteen of them showing unequivocal symptoms of tuberculosis, in 
different stages ; all of which, vdth one or two exceptions, appeared to be bene- 
fited, some of them greatly, by his method of topical treatment" He adds : 
** This treatment has already afforded the most gratifying indication that prac- 
tical medicine will be greatiy advanced by this discovery." Now, will it be 
bdieved that this same paper, or the substance of it, had already been read be- 
fore the Academy of Medicine on the 3d December last, and referred to a com- 
mittee ^br examination and report ; was published to the world by Dr. Green in 
the January number of hb own Journal (the ** Amer. Medical Monthly "), and 
sent broadcast over thb country, and undoubtedly to Europe. Dr. Green has 
met the committee several times, both at hb office and at Bellevue Hospital, for 
the purpose of practically testing hb operations. Thus far, as we are informed 
by one of the committee, nothing has been proved, except that Dr. G. has misrep^ 
resented facts in various particulars ; in one case, the autopsy of which we our- 
selves witnessed, the operation proved fatal m less than 48 hours. We ask, 
then, was it/atr, was it honorable^ thus to endeavor Uy forestall public opinion^ 
and endeavor to get the start of the report of the committee, which, he well 
knew, would be adverse to hb pretensions and practices. We submit it to the 
profession, as we admit that we may be so much biased by our long contro- 
versy with Dr. G. that it would be improper in us, at this time, to give our 
own opinion. We are perfectiy willing to leave him in the hands of the com- 
mittee, beseeching them, at the same time, to have mercy upon him. 

The paper was ordered to the Committee on Publication. 

The weather, during the session, was hyperborean^ 33® below 0; those del- 
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egates who returned with souDd noses, have reason to be thankful. Our 
thanks are herewith tendered to Dr. Willard, of Albany, for documenta fur- 
nished. J. G. A. 

Academy cf Medicine. — ^At the stated meeting in March, a memoir of the 
late Dr. J. A. Swett will be read by Dr. McCready ; and, of the late Dr. Mac- 
neven, by Dr. W. W. Jones. 

A communication from Professor Mott, on the vetfcd question of the first 
operation for immobility of the lower jaw, being a reclamation as regards a 
thesis recently published in Paris on this subject, and furnished to Dr. Mott 
by Dr. Johnston, of Paris, will receive attention in our next number. 

We call attention to the advertisement of M. Luer, No. 140 Eighth street, and 
3 Astor Place. M. Luer's principal establishment is opposite to the School of 
Medicine, in Paris; he is the great German rival of Charriere, of whose scal- 
pels M. Lisfranc used to say that they would " couper meme des os ;** and so 
will those of M. Luer. The Germans well know how to make McalpeU^ and 
how to use them. 



Mm. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

PRIZE E8SAT. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed by the New York Academy 
of Medicine, hereby give notice that a prize of one hundred dollars 
will be awarded to the author of the best essay on the subject of Cholera 
Infantum, 

Each communication must be accompanied by a sealed packet, con- 
taining the name of the author, which will be opened only in the case of 
the successful competitors. Unsuccessful conmiunications will be re- 
turned, on application, after April Ist, 1866. 

Communications must be addressed (post-paid) to the Chairman of 
the Committee, Dr. Joseph M. Smith, No. 11 East l7th street, New York, 
on or before the 1st of January, 1856. 
I^ew York^ February 23d, 1855, 

JOSEPH M. SMITH, M. D. 
ISAAC WOOD, M. D. 
H. D. BULKLEY, M. D. 
JOHN W. CORSON, M. D. 
S. S. PURPLE, M. D. 

j^r Editors of Medical Journals in the United States are respectfully 
requested to copy the above. 
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An Inquiry into the Pathological Importance of the Ulceration of the 
Os Uteri, Being the Groonian Lectures for the year 1854. By 
• Charles West, M. D., Fellow of the Rov. Coll. of Physic, Physician 
Associate to St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Physician to the Hospital 
for Sick Children, Author of "Lectures on the Diseases of Infancy 
and Childhood," &c, &c. Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea, 1854. 
pp. 88. 

Dr. West has abready earned for himself a high reputation as pathol- 

X' t and author, by his excellent treatise on diseases of childreu, with 
ch all are more or less familiar. His reputation is fully sustained by 
the treatise before us, in which he has directed his talents to a subject 
important in itself^ and the practical interest of which is enhanced by the 
animated discussions to which it has given rise within a comparatively 
recent period, and the conflicting views respecting it entertained by those 
of hiffh professional standing. The treatise consists of three lectures, in 
the first and second of which, after some general remarks on the spec- 
ulum and disputes as to its value, the peculiarities of the uterus in healih 
and disease, a description of ulcerations of the os uteri, and the sugges- 
tion of doubts of their alleged importance, he examines the evidence 
afforded, Ist by physiology ; 2d. by morbid anatomy ; 8d. the results of 
ulceration of the procident uterus ; 4th. the results of clinical observa- 
tion, with a comparison of symptoms in the absence of, or in connection 
with, ulceration of the os uteri. The results of the inquiry are summed 
up under the five following heads : 1st. Uterine pain, menstrual disor- 
der, and leucorrheal discharges — ^the symptoms ordinarily attributed to 
ulceration of the os uteri — are met with independently of that condition 
almost as often as in conifection with it; 2d. These symptoms are 
observed in both classes of cases, with a vastly preponderating 
frequency at the time of the greatest vigor of the sexual functions ; and 
no cause has so great a share in their production as the different inci- 
dents connected with the active exercise of the reproductive powers. 
But it does not appear that ulceration of *the os uteri exerts any special 
influence, either in causing sterility or in inducing abortion ; 3d. While 
the symptoms are identicsd in character in the two classes of cases, they 
seem to present a slightly increased degree of intensity in those instances 
in which ulceration of the os uteri existed ; 4th. In as far as could be 
ascertained by careful examination, four-fifths of the cases of either class, 
presented appreciable changes in the condition of the uterus — such as 
misplacement, enlargement and hardening of its tissue, while frequentiy 
several of these conditions co-existed. An indurated or hypertrophied 
state of the cervix uteri was, however, more frequent in connection with 
ulceration of the os uteri than independenUy of that condition ; 6th. The 
inference, however, to which the last-mentioned fact would seem to lead, 
VOL. rv. NO. 6. 18 
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as to the existence of some necessary relation as to cause and effect, be- 
tween ulceration of the os uteri and induration of its ceryiz, is in a great 
measure negatived by two circumstances : 1. The number of instances 
in which an indurated cervix co-existed with a healthy os uteri ; 2. The 
fact that while induration of the cervix was present in twenty-five out of 
forty-six cases in which the ulceration of the os was very slight, it was 
altogether absent in nine out of sixteen cases in which the ulceration was^ 
noted as having been very extensive. The investigations of our author 
lead him ^ not to regard ulceration of the os uteri either as the general 
cause of the symptoms which have been attributed to it, or even as a 
general concomitant of them and index of their degree of severity." 
The third lecture contains an inquiry into the causes of uterine diseases, 
both constitutional and local, with remarks on the local treatment of 
ulceration, and objections to indiscriminate local treatment, which, in the 
light of the pathology of the affection so ably demonstrated by our au- 
thor show that the too prevalent fashion of the almost indiscriminate use 
of caustics to the part is far from being the safest, quickest, or most pleas- 
ant mode of treating diseases, which now so frequently call for the aid 
of the physician. We are glad to see the work repubfished in our coun- 
trjr, and ^1 that, if carefrilly studied, as it deserves to be and we hope 
will be, it will effect a favorable change in practice in this class of affec- 
tions. 

Puerperal Fever^ as a Private Pestilence, By Oliver Wkndbll 
Holmes, M. D., Parkman Prof, of Anat. and Physiol, in Harvard 
University. Boston : Ticknor <fe Fields, 1865. pp. 60. 

The essay on the Contagiousness of Puerperal Fever^ which consti- 
tutes about two-thirds of the pamphlet before us, was read before the 
Boston Society for Medical Improvement in 1843, and published, by re- 
quest of the Society, in the ** New England Joum. of Med. and Surgery ** 
for April of that year. It is now again presented to the profession, 
*^ without the change of a word or syllabi!^'' and contains a valuable 
summary of the facts then extant in favor of the practical point laid down 
by its author, that the disSase known as puerperal fever is so far conta- 
ffums as to be frequently carried from patient to patient by physicians and 
nurses. The immediate cause of its republication, at this time, is the 
manner in which it &as been recently spoken of by Professors Hodge and 
Meip, of Philadelphia, and by the latter in not the most courteous terms, 
in their zeal for the defense of the opposite doctrine. The other third of 
the pamphlet consists of an Introduction, in which the arguments in fa- 
vor of the doctrine are briefly reviewed, and strengthened by some of the 
results of observations made since the eB&sty itself was written, with a 
masterly reply to the attacks made upon it, in which reasoning, sarcasm, 
and appeal, with an occasional sprinlding of humor, are colnbined in a 
manner worthy of its gifted autJior. 

Those who reflect for a moment on the practical results of the doc- 
trine of the non-contagiousness of puerperal fever, and are aware that 
teachers of such wide-spread reputation and hig^ position as Drs. Hodge 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1855.] BibUograpMcal Notices. 228 

and Meigs are inculcating upon the hundreds who annually look to them 
for instraction and guidance, will not over-estimate the importance of any 
effort to counteract the influence of such efforts. As Dr. Holmes re- 
marks, ^ It is not pretended that the disease is always, or even, it may 
be, in the majority of cases, carried about by attendants ; only that it is 
so carried in certain cases. That it may have local and epidemic causes, as 
as well as that depending on persoiml transmission, is not disputed.^' 
We feel authorized in saying that the experience of some of the leadiug 
practitioners in our city is decidedly infavor of suflh a mode of trans- 
mission, and belieye that more than one of them has been compelled by 
a sense of duty to relinquish temporarily the practice of obstetrics, on 
account of their evident connection with its communication from one 
patient to another. The subject is one of no merely transient interest, or 
<^ theoretical importance only ; and we regard the pamphlet of Dr. H. as 
exceedingly opportune, and earnestly recommend it to the careful study 
of the profession, confident that the facts which it embodies, and the ap- 
peals which it makes, will cause its influence to be felt far and wide 
throughout our country. As a literary production, it is refreshing to 
peruse it ; especially in contrast with one of the works in which the oppo- 
site side of the question has been so strenuously maintained. 

Quarterly Summary of the Transaciums of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, from August 2d, 1864, to October 4th, 1854, inclusive. 
Philadelphia : 1854. pp. 28. 

The modest brochure of this worthy body always comes filled with 
fresh and instructive matter of a practical nature. The last one received 
contains a discussion on the frequency of diarrhoea, as a precursor of 
cholera, and on the &tality of the disease, <fec.; and a case of rupture of the 
uterus, in which the operation of gastrotomy was successfully performed 
by John Neill, M. D., Surgeon to the Pennsylvania Hospital, witn remarks 
on this accident, statistics of recovery after it, &c. There is also a report 
of a case of renal abscess, by Dr. R. P. Thomas ; and a case of fracture of 
the neck of the humerus, with dislocation of its head, by Dr. Norris, 
with some remarks on its treatment Dr. Norris states that after an ex- 
perience of twenty years, at the Pennsylvania Hospital, he has known 
but one other instance of the occurreiice of this mjury, and this was 
in his service in 1842, which was reduced by Dr. Edward Hartshome, 
the Besident of the Hospital. 

77ie Physician's Visiting List, Diary ^ and Book of Engagements, for 
1855. Philadelphia : Lindsay & Blakiston. 

The profession is now so familiar with this useful little annual as 
hardly to require to be reminded of its convenience and adaptation to 
their wants. The beginning of a new year requires a renewal of the 
book, which the publ^hers had ready in advance of their wants. To 
those who have never used it, we recommend a trial of it 
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Diseases and Injuries of Seamen : with remarks on their enlistment, 
naval hygiene, and the duties of medical officers. By G. R. B. 
HoRNEB, M.D., Surgeon U. S. Navy; Hon. Member of Philadelphia 
Medical Society ; author of Medical Observations on the Mediterra- 
nean, &c., &c. Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co^ 1854. — 
pp. 262. 

Dr. Homer here presents us with the results of his own observations 
in practice, while actively employed in our naval service, during a period 
of twenty-eight years, nearly thirteen of which were spent in our na- 
tional ships, and in the fulfillment of the duties of the various grades of the 
medical corps, on four forei^ stations. The experience gained during 
such a long period, by an observing physician, cannot but be of value ; 
and is here embodied in a plain and practical form, which will render it 
both interesting and serviceable to those for whom it is more particularly 
intended. A part of the work has already appeared at different times in 
the form of essays,in our esteemed contemporai7,the "Medical Examiner," 
which has been revised and is now published, with other papers, in a, 
distinct form. The duties of medical officers are pointed out, and remarks 
introduced for the benefit of physicians attached to private vessels, which 
will extend the usefulness of the work. 

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

Congestion of the Brain in Cholera. By Jab. M. Newman, M. D. Buf- 
falo, 1854. 

Exsection of the Head of the Femur and removal of the upper rim of 
the acetabulum. By L. A. Sayre, M. D., Surgeon to BeUevue Hos- 
pital. From New York Joum. Med. for Jan., 1865. 

Gait on Insanity in Italy. 

New Plan of Treating Ununited Fractures. By Henry H. Smith, M. D. 
Surgeon to St Joseph's Hospital, Phila. 

Resume des Becherckes Cliniquessur la Fievre Continue^ la DysenUrie^ 
et la Pleurisie Chronique. Par Prof. Austin Flint, M. D. Paris, 
1854. 

Hutchinson on Asiatic Cholera in Brooklyn. 1854. 

Dunglisor^s Recollections of Europe in 1854. Introductory Lecture at 
Jefferson Med. College. 

Dunglison on Blind Institutions in Europe in 1854. 

Address before the Students of Miami Medical College^ Cincinnati^ Ohio. 
By Prof. John A. Murphy. 

Introductory Address. By J. B. Flint, M. D., Professor of Surgery. 
Louisville, Ky. 

Report of the Sanitary Commission of the Epidemic Yellow Fever of 
1853. Published by authority of the City Council of New Orleans. 
New Orieans, 1854. pp. 542. 

A Monograph on the Pathology and Treatment of Infantile Laryng<h 
tracheitis^ or Croup. By E. R. Peaslee, A. M., M. D., Profl of 
Anatomy, &c. New York, 1854. From Am. Med, Monthly, Aug. 
and Sept., 1854. 
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Domestic Intelligence. Colleges, — ^The lecture terms at the Colleges 
have closed, and their Faculties are now busily occupied Id the examinatiou of 
candidates for graduation. We know not whether the farce which has for 
two years past oeen enacted by the presence of an inquisitorial commitlee^ ap- 
pointed by the State Medical Society, will, this year, be repeated. This, how- 
ever, we do know, that it was ill-judged to attempt to force upon any institu- 
tion, a committee so loosely constituted, and selected without regard to 
qualifications. In looking over the minutes of the State Society, we do not 
see that any such committee was, this year, appointed. If so, there will be so 
much saved in oysters and champagne by the colleges which have submitted 
to this star-chamber investigation. Let the committee be properly appointed, 
and we have no doubt but that all the colleges will agree in receiving it. Our 
friend and preceptor, A. H. Stevens, M. D., President of the Crosoy Street 
College, sailed for Savannah, with his family, on the 24th ult, with the view 
of recruiting his health, which has been, of late, somewhat impaired ; our best 
wishes and hopes attend him. — We have just received iotelligerice, which we 
publish with great pleasure, that the Crosby Street School will soon be re- 
moved from its present locale to a spacious building about to be erected on 
Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second street ; a most convenient site. 

HeaUh Officer, — ^Dr. R. H. Thompson, of Albany, has been nominated by 
Governor Clark to the Senate, as incumbent of this important station, which 
body will, in all probability, confirm the nomination. We have much re- 
spect for Dr. T., but should decidedly prefer a New York man as Health (^. 
cer of New York ; so should it always have been. A bill has been reported 
to the Legislature to fix the salary of this officer at $8,000 per annum, and 
$3,500 for his assistant. — Also, a bill for the incorporation of a Hydropathic 
College, with power to hold real estate of value of $250,000, and to 
confer degrees. The name of P. T. Barnum heads the list We sincerely 
hope that the charter may not be granted. — Also, a bill requuiog that the in- 
gredients of Patent Medicines should be printed on the labels, which we sin- 
cerely trust will become a law. 

Dr, Holmes^ Lecture, — On the 9th February, this accomplished Professor 
aod Poet lectured before the New England Young Men's Association, on the 
** European Americanized." Those of our medical brethren who were so hap- 
py as to be present, will not soon for^^et his vivid portraiture of the Puritan 
Fathers, and of the physical changes induced in their descendants, by a differ- 
ent soil, climate, ana temperature. It was an intellectual feast of rare rich- 
ness, in which the sparkling wit of the Professor might be compared to the 
best Heidseck or Most, without any danger of acidity. There were no head- 
aches next morning. 

Editorial Changes, — On the 1st February, Dr. G. S. Jones retired from the 
editorial chair of the ** Boston Medical and Surgical Journal"; Drs. W. W. 
Morland and Francis Minot are acting editors for the current year. From the 
high attainments of these gentlemen we may hope that, in fdture, this widely 
circulated journal will assume a more strictly scientific character than it has 
hitherto possessed. The ** Southern Medical and Surgical Journal :'* Henry 
Rossignol, Bl. D., has been associated with Prof. Dugas in the editorial depart- 
ment of this high-toned journal. The ** Charleston Medical Journal" has 
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passed under the editorial charge of C. Happoldt, M. D., assisted by Drs. Cain 
and Porcher, its former editors. — Lyceum cf Natural History, Officers for 
1866, President, Joseph Delafield; Ist Vice P., Wm. Cooper; 2d Vice P^ 
J.Carson Brevoort; Corres. Secretary, J. H. Redfield; Record. Secretary, R, 
H. Brownne ; Treasurer, C. M. Wheatley ; Librarian, O. W. Morris ; Curators of 
Museum, B. W. Badd, M. D., J. W. Green, M. D., W. A. Haines, G. N. Law- 
rence, R. N. Brownne; Com. on Publication, Wm. Cooper, J. H. Redfield, G. N. 
Lawrence, J. Bland, J. G. Adams; Library Committee, G. Cotheal, A. Tabor, E. 
Dupuy ; Finance Committee, R. L. Stuart, G. N. Lawrence, R. Dinwiddle. 
Meetings every Monday, at 7^, P. M., at the University Medical College, Four- 
teenth street — Yale Collesey Medical Department, At the commencement, 
heid January 11th, ten candidates for frradii<^^oi> received their diplomas; the 
annual address being delivered by Dr. W. N. Bennet, of Bridgeport, Conn. 
The summer term will commence on the first week in March, and close on the 
first week in September. Within two years, the number of students at this 
institution has very considerably increased. — Navy Surgeons. Promotions. 
Passed Assistant Sursfeon R. W; Jaffrey, to be Surgeon from Aug. 6th, 1864, 
vice Surgeon Bailey Washington, deceased; Passed Assistant Surgeon T. M. 
Potter, to be Surgeon from 17th Sept, vice Surgeon C. F. Gillou, resigned^ 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Ridout Addison, to l^ Surgeon from 22d jSept, 
1864, vice Surgeon George Terril, resigned; Passed Assistant Surgeon W. A. 
Nelson, to be Surgeon from aist Nov., 1864, vice Surgeon Wm. Turk, dec*d; 
Wm. G. Hay to be Assistant Surgeon from 12th Sept, 1864, vice Jaffrey, pro- 
moted; Daniel B. Conrad to be Assistant Surgeon from 20th Sept, 1864, vice 
Potter, promoted; Wm. T. Hord to be Assistant Surgeon fW>m Nov., 1854, 
vice Assistant Surgeon Tunstall, resigned ; Wyatt M. Brown to be As^stant 
from 26th Nov., 1864, vice Nelson, promoted. — Reward of Merit Sargeon J. 
Williamson, of U. S. Navy, and Dr, Jas. Harrison, of U. S. Naval Hospital, 
have received from the French Government a gold medal, of the largest size, 
for their services in the case of the French steamer Chimere, at Norfolk, du- 
ring the prevalence of the yellow fever on board. 

Important Moustachios and Constipation, — A learned friend, who resides 
not quite one mile from the Astor Library, has been observing, for some time, 
the physiological effects of the wearing of the moustache; he has found that a 
constipated state of their bowels is frequently present in those cases, and thinks 
that he has discovered the modus operandi. After further investigations, he 
has promised us the result of his observations. We may remark, that he is 
fully prepared to annihilate this fashionable appendage. 

Our thanks are tendered to Dr. Richardson, of the steamer Baltic, and to 
Dr. Salter, of the Union, for transmitting our exchanges to London and Paris. 

Weekly Mortality, — For the week ending February 3d, 1864, 6} 1:— eon- 
sumption, 61; apoplexy, 6; congestion of brain, 7; dysentery, 10; diarrhoea, 
10; bronchitis, 13; oneumonia, 66 ; croup, 17; scarlet fever, 34; measles, 8; 
typhus fever (incluaing ** typhoid "), 18. For the week ending Feb. 10th, 
486 :— consumption, 47 ; apoplexy, 10; congestion of brain, 6; dysentery, 6; 
diarrhoea, 10; bronchitis, 16; pneumonia, 61 ; croup, 13; scarlet fever, 31 ; 
measles, 7; typhus fever (including "typhoid"), 16. For the week ending 
Feb. 17th, 660 :— consumption, 66; apoplexy, 6; congestion of brain, 4; dys- 
entery, 10; diarrhoea, 10; bronchitis, 8 ; pneumonia, 66 ; croup, 19; scarlet 
fever, 23 ; measles, 6; typhus fever (including *" typhoid''), 26. For the week 
ending Feb. 24th, 621 :— consumption, 73 ; apoplexy, 1 ; congestion of brain, 13 ; 
dysentery, 9; diarrhoea, 9; bronchitis, 9; pneumonia, 67; croup, 14; erysipe- 
las, 6; scarlet fever, 19; measles, 6; typhus fever (including ** typhoid "), 23. 
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Meteorohgical Observations for February. — Mean temperature for the 6th, 
6tb, 7th, and 8th weeks of 1866, from the 28th of January to the 26th of Peh- 
niary, was 24i®. Mean evavoralion, below, 4f ®. Mean temperature for the 
previous four weeks, 36°. Mean evaporation, below temperature, same time, 
21^°. Rain and melted snow, first four weeks, 3^ inches. Rain and melted 
sDow, second four weeks, 6t inches. Mean temperature for February fjr the 
last nine years, 311°. Mean mortality for February for the last nine years, 
1,678. Mortality, first four weeks of 1866, was 1,788. Mortality, second four 
weeks of 1856, was 2,067; increase of oTie-sta?/^, caused by the heightened 
severity of the season, as the greater number of deaths from diseases affecting 
the respiratory organs will show. 

The second and third weeks of February were distinguished by a remark- 
ably long, cold, and severe N. E. snow-storm, and N. E. rain-storm of corre- 
spunding character. The weather, however, was generally dry, clear, cold, and 
accompanied with northerly and westerly winds, such as has usually been con- 
sidered fine and healthy, for wmter; but, as we suppose, rather the reverse in 
this city, where more than nine-tenths of the domicile are heated by close coal 
stoves to a mean temperature of upwards of 70°, and the respiratory apparatus 
consequently, frequently exposed to sudden extreme changes of air of fifty or 
fldxty degrees. 

FoREiON. — Imperial Academy of Medicine, At the annual election in De- 
eember, Bl Jobert was elected President, Bussy, Vice President, Du Bois 
(D* Amiens), Perpetual Secretary, Du Paul, Annual Secretary, the latter m place 
•f Gibert On thb occasion, M. Du Bois delivered eulogies on Desormeaux, 
Capuron, Deneux and Baudelocqne. Owing to the presence of ladies, the or- 
ator could not fully enter upon matters connected with obstetrics. As to the 
Prizes for 1864, out of eighty papers submitted, not one obtained a prize; 
nine, however, received a premium (recompense) and thirteen, encouragement 
M. Rayer, physician to the emperor, has been appointed to the rank of com- 
mander of the Legion of Honor. The first volume of Roax' Forty Years of 
Practice has just appeared from the press of Victor Masson. It is entitled 
"Chirurgie Reparatrice,** or Plastic Surgery. — American Surgeons at Sebasto- 
poL Drs. Draper, Turnipseed ! ! Holt, Henry, and one other who is a corre- 
spondent of the Charleston Courier, were in the service of the autocrat on 
the 31 St December last — Royal Society cf London, Medals awarded (the 
Rumford medal) to Dr. Arnott for his smokeless grate, and a medal to 
Prof. Johan Muller, of Berlin, for his researches in physiology and comparative 
anatomy. — Early Operation for ffare Lip, A case is reported in the London 
Lancet, by Dr. Douglas, of an operation on an infant for hare lip, ten hours after 
birth. It nursed on third day, and on the fourth the needles were extracted, 
being completely successful. The operator says " that infants bear much in- 
jury during birth without fatal results, and are capable of fasting for the first 
three days after birth, as the milk is seldom until then secreted. The case of 
Dr. Van Buren, of this city, was operated on later by several hours. 

American Medical Society in Paris, Dr. W. E. Johnston, a graduate of 
the University, has been recently elected president of this Society for the third 
time. He writes us that the number of American Physicians in Paris is much 
smaller than usual. Dr. J. has promised us a monthly resume of medical mat- 
ters in Paris, which will be no doubt highly accepuble to our readers. — Acad» 
emy of Sciences, French InstituU. At thj| sitting of the Paris Academy of 
Sciences, the committee on the very numerous communications respecting the 
Asiatic Cholera, reported that not one of them deserved to be taken into seri- 
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0U8 consideration. Since 1849, a prize of a hundred thousand francs has 
been offered in vain, for a prescription which would cure the disease in the 
immense majority of cases. It will now be given for a positive, certain indi- 
cation of the causes of the Asiatic Cholera, so that, by the removal of them, it 
should disappear; or for the discovery of aprophj^lactic (a sure preventive), 
such as vaccination is for the small pox. There is, likewise, a prize of five 
thousand francs for a demonstration of the existence, in tl^e terrestrial atmos- 
phere, of any matter or animalcule operative in the production or propagation 
of epidemic diseases. The Academy of Medicine held its annual sitting a few 
days ago : a copious report was submitted on the subjects, and the merits of the 
memoirs to which the prizes for the year 1 864 have been awarded. At this sit- 
ting the stated eulogy embraced three celebrated men. It may be noted that 
nearly all the great French physicians and surgeons of this century were of the 
humblest parentage, and passed through severe struggles; and, notwithstanding 
pr odigious professional successes, few of them died rich. — Antidote to Prussic 
Acid, A remarkable case of recoverv after taklnc; a large dose of Prussic 
acid is reported in the English journals. The victun immediately swallowed 
half an ounce of aromatic spirit of ammonia, with a little water, and then had 
administered to him some solution of crystals of sulphate of iron, trusting to 
the ammonia previously swallowed for the formation of an insoluble com- 
pound of the acid with the oxides of iron. Cold douche was also applied, 
more sulphate of iron and spirits of ammonia were administered, and in a short 
time perfect recovery took place. — Eleclricity. During a violent storm which 
lately burst over Paris, the electric fluid entered a room in which was seated 
a man who had long been suffering from paralysis, which deprived him of the 
power of speech. It set fire to the bed^surtains and did other damaffe in the 
room ; but instead of injuring the infirm man, it restored him to his speech 
and health. 

On the 31st January, at New Haven, Conn., Worthingtom Hooker, M. D., 
Professor of Theory and Practice in Yale College, and Henrietta W., daugh- 
ter of the late Governor Edwards, of Conn. Our most worthy confrere will 
please accept our congratulations on this happy event; at the same time, we 
express the hope that he will carry on the war, as in times past, against irreg- 
ulars, both in and out of the profession. Let the honeymoon be but a suspeti- 
sion of hostilities, » 



oBinriRT HoncES. 

Died, at Brooklyn, Jan. 28th, Jas. F. Burrill, M. D., <c/. 24.— -At New 
Orleans, La., on 27th Jan., Jas. H. Cocbrar, M. D.,<cr. 33. — At Locust Grove, 
Saratoga Co., Feb. 6th, G. W. Huddlestoh, M. D., (ct, 60.— At Philadelphia, 
on 8th Feb., Dr. S. W. Hall, formerly of Paris, Ky.— -At New Haven, Feb. 
nth. Dr. Anson Moodt, aL 63.— At Rah way, N. J., on 17th Feb., Dr. M. An- 
derson, <ct. 82.— At Hartford, on 19th Feb., Dr. Geo. Sumner, at, 60, a dis- 
tinguished practitioner of that city.— At Louisville, Ky., recently, Dr. Coleman 
Rogers, at 74. — At Barbacoa, near Aspinwall, Dr. Josiah Hoffer, late of 
this city, Surgeon to Pacific Mail Steamship Co.— On the 26th, of typhoid 
fever, William Htslop, M. D., of this city, <ct. 23.— In Paris, recently, M. 
Requin, Assistant Professor of Meiical Pathology in the School of Medicine. 
He was appointed to assist M. Dumeril, who is now 81 years of age, and per- 
forms the duties of his chair. 
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Cases of Epilepsy successfully treated with Strychnia, By Elisha 
Harris, M. D. 

The following cases which have occurred in my practice during the 
present year, serve to illustrate the eflBciency of strychnia in the relief 
of confirmed epilepsy arising from constitutional causes and conditions, 
such as the history of any of these cases represents. 

Casb 1. Sarah , set 19, a seamstress, of leuco-phlegmatic tem* 

perament and a strumous constitution, had suffered from continued and 
regular attacks of epilepsy for more than three years, or since the men- 
strual function was fully established ; the seizures recurring at each men- 
strual period, and being repeated more or less frequently during that 
period. She had never experienced any dysmenorrhcea, or any irregu- 
larity of the catamenial function, excepting that usually the discharge 
was too profuse and long-continued. The latter causes had manifestly 
operated to induce a degree of anaemia, which was observed in her 
countenance. The patient's physical and mental habits were indolent, 
and to these all the functions of the body corresponded. 

She had been variously and for a long time treated for her com- 
plaint, but without any permanent benefit 

Treatment, — Ordered abundant exercise in the open air ; a plain but 
nourishing diet, and the sponge-bath, with friction daily ; prescribed the 
following, 5 • Strychniae, gr. j. ; Aquae, | iv. ; Acid. Acetic. | ss. — M. 
A teaspoonful to be taken after meals. During the first ten days 
succeeding menstruation, five grains of citrate of iron were adminis- 
tered thrice daily, before meals. 

This treatment was continued for two months, when the patient was 
considered by her friends cured, and all medicine was intermitted for 

TOL.IV. 10. 7. 19 • 
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two months ; when the occurrence of a slight and partial seizure led me 
to advise the continuance of the doses of strychnia every morning and 
evening, for a week. 

Five months have since elapsed, and the patient has continued in 
perfect health. 

Case 2. J. , a girl, aet. 11, of a frail form, feeble digestion, 

a pale countenance, and cold extremities, applied at the Dispensary 
about a year ago, for relief from epilepsy, from which she had suffered 
frequent and severe attacks for nearly two years. Slight disturbance of 
the digestive function, fatigue, or mental excitement, were observed as 
the exciting causes of the seizures. 

Treatment — ^The same as in the first case, with only one-half as 
large doses of the medicines. 

After the first week, the attacks were reduced to the mere occurrence 
of the aura epileptica ; and on the fifth, the patient was discharged 
cured. 

Case 3. J. II., a sailor, aet. 48, applied to me for treatment for the 
relief of epilepsy, that had continued at irregular but frequent intervals, 
for about two months. 

I found that the patient was suflfering from general paralysis, to such 
an extent as to render him incapable of any useful exercise of any of 
his limbs; the lower extremities were most afiected. The symptoms 
of epilepsy preceded the paralysis; the mental faculties were undis- 
turbed, except that he had become excessively irritable and peevish. He 
was emaciated, and had but an indifferent appetite. 

Indulgence in alcoholic beverages seemed to have been the exciting 
cause of the epileptic seizures, though his habits were not bad, nor his 
indulgence excessive at any time. 

It should be mentioned in this connection, that, in the winter of 
1850, this man came under my treatment for the cure of lepra vulgaris, 
which had then existed for six years, and which extended over the 
entire surface of the body. The patient was ultimately put upon a 
thorough treatment, with ioduretted iodide of arsenic, and perfectly 
recovered after three montlis ; he continued in good health until Janu- 
ary, 1854. In view of this feature of the patient's history, viz. — the 
possible damage done by the arsenical treatment four years ago the 
prognosis in the case was unfavorable. Small patches of psoriasis were 
discovered upon the legs and arms, but no annulated spots had ever been 
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seen ance their first remoral by the arsenic. The patient's ill health 
appeared to be inviting a return of the old cutaneous affection ; and now 
it assumed its simple form. 

Treatment. — Strychnia, as in the first case, in doses of one twenty- 
fourth of a grain. 

This was continued for two months, when this man had so far recov- 
ered from his paralysis as to be able to walk the streets. 

After the second week of treatment, no epileptic seizures were expe- 
rienced ; and none have yet been suffered, after a lapse of three months. 

Partial paralysis yet remains, and, t fear, will remain, as the alkaloid 
no longer exerts any beneficial effect He is able to walk about, to 
vhelp himself^ and even perform light labors. 

It is to be remarked in the history of this patient, that he is no longer 
susceptible to the beneficial effecta of strychnia ; and further, that he 
was once subjected to a careful but protracted course of arsenical treat- 
ment for a chronic cutaneous affection, so that the arsenic not only cured 
the lepra, but in every respect improved the patient's health and vigor. 



Case 4. Miss G , set 28, came under my care about nine 

months ago. She then had suffered frequent attacks of epilepsy for 
more than three years^ and recollects that at the period of puberty, she 
suffered from some nervous affection, like the ^^ falling sickness.''^ The 
patient's temperament is peculiarly nervous and irritable, and all the 
functions of the body seem to have been long defective in energy. She 
has, for many years, suffered much from palpitation of the heart, dys- 
pepsia, constipation, etc. The heart's action was very feeble, but nor- 
mal. The catamenial function had always been markedly deficient ; 
and she had been frequently troubled very much with leucorrhoea. 

All her habits were good ; her circumstances easy and agreeable ; 
yet the patient stated that a tendency to melancholy was rapidly increas- 
ing upon her. 

The epileptic seizures occurred as often as ti^dce a week on an aver- 
age, sometimes oilener, lasting about twenty minutes. The seizures 
were quiet, resembling 8yncx)pe ; the breathing, stertorous. 

Treatment. — $. Tr. Nucis Vomicae, 3 ij.; Mist. Ferri Comp., 
5 iv. — ^M. A dessertspoonful, to be taken after every meal. 

This treatment was continued for three months, with brief intervals. 
The patient is free from epilepsy, and is in better health than ever before. 
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Case 5. Miss — — , set 25, a servant girl, intelligent and indus- 
trious, of the best associations and habits, came under my treatment a 
year ago. She was sufiering at that time from three to five attacks of 
epilepsy, daily. About eight months previously, her friends had placed 
her in a lunatic asylum, so seriously had the mind become impaired by 
the disease ; but she was soon discharged, without treatment or benefit, 
being considered perfectly sane. She was then advised to be treated 
for a leucorrhoea, which was very profuse and debilitating. As she 
mentioned to me her anxiety on this point, and fearing that there might 
be some important local lesion *or inflammation, at the request of the 
patient and her friends, I made a careful examination of the uterus and 
vagina, and only ascertained that the leucorrhoea was mainly from the 
glands of the cervix uteri. 

The menstrual discharges were very scanty and nearly colorless, the 
appetite indifferent, and the sleep disturbed by periods of vigilance. 
The only mental disturbance I could discover, consisted in fearful fore- 
bodings, peevishness, loss of memory, and diminished confidence in her- 
self. It is an important and instructive fact, that the bare suggestion of 
uterine disease had filled her with an anxiety bordering on mania, and 
that when she became assured that the matter had been fully investi- 
gated and no disease of the organs discovered, all her fears on this sub- 
ject vanished. 

Being somewhat anaemic, the patient was put upon a treatment simi- 
lar to the last, with the use of ^ gr. doses of strychnine, thrice daily 
during the week of her menstruation. 

The epileptic seizures gradually subsided, so that after two months, 
the use of strychnine was intermitted for six weeks ; but a return of the 
disease led to its resumption, in smaller doses, for the two succeeding 
months, when the patient was apparently restored to perfect health. The 
aura epileptica, however, was often experienced, and immediately there- 
upon the strychnine was resumed for one week. 

This state of things continued for three months, when even these un- 
pleasant morbid symptoms disappeared, and with these also the leucor- 
rhoea, &c. 

In July and August she resided in a malarious district in a neigh- 
boring State, and on the 1st of September she was attacked with a ter- 
tian intermittent. On the occurrence of the third paroxysm, she suf- 
fered a fiilL epileptic convulsion, and so, regularly every day thereafter for 
a week, when the epileptic seizures became more frequent, and would 
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-<x>me on at any time, without reference to the'algid stage, though an 
epileptic convulsion always ushered in the chill. 

Treatment — Quinise sulph. 3j. Strychniae,- gr. ss. Aqua mentha, 
i iij. Aci^. sulph. 3 ss. — ^M. Take a tablespoonful every third hour 
in the interval of fever. 

This treatment arrested the disease after one chill, and kept it in abey- 
ance for ten days, when the patient left town. I have not heard from 
her since. 

It is to be observed in this case, that the algid stage of an intermittent 
fever was invariably ushered in by a violent epileptic convulsion, and 
that the epilepsy was developed by the malarious affection. 

Cask VI. J. L , Esq., set 89 ; a broker, leading a life of in- 
tense mental activity and anxiety, a man of great energy, without cor- 
responding phjrsical powers ; living very abstemiously, and practicing 
every virtue, except that of preserving his bodily health and limiting his 
mental labors. About two years ago he began to suffer from severe 
headache in the afternoon and evening ; felt himself becoming feeble 
and less 'enduring than formerly. He took homoeopathic remedies with- 
out any benefit In August last he came under my care ; and he then 
informed me that, for several months, he had suffered a train of symp- 
toms which had caused him much anxiety. The occasion of my first 
visit was to relieve him of slight attacks of epilepsy, which he had suf- 
fered on two successive days. 

I found the gentleman in a state of great mental and physical depres- 
sion, — conditions that sadly reacted upon each other. His pulse beat 
only forty-eight per minute, and feebly ; often subsequently, I found his 
pulse even lower than that. His appetite was indifferent, his bowels 
constipated, and his digestion imperfect. His health had been excellent 
until within the last two years. 

Regarding the case as one in which the peculiar effects of strychnia 
were strikingly indicated, I prescribed it in doses of one fortieth of a 
grain, to be taken four times daily. No other treatment was directed 
except a ride in the open air every morning and evening, with a suspen- 
sion of all mental labor for a week or two. He returned to his business 
at the expiration of a week, greatly improved in health. He had no 
more headaches, his bowels were opened without cathartics, daily ; and 
.afier four or five weeks his health was so far restored, that he afSrmed 
^at he never enjoyed better health or more happiness. The pulse at 
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that time had become mttth stronger and quicker, and the digestion was- 
perfect. 

He continued the use of the strychnia regularly for three months, 
continuing all the while his absorbing and laborious business, meeting 
with financial reverses and anxiety unharmed. 

During the months of November, December, and January, he discon- 
tinued the medicine by my advice. His daily headache returned early 
in February, and he was at once put upon the strychnia ; in a few days 
he was perfectly relieved. He is again in perfect health, and it is an 
interesting fact that, without any other agency, his pulse, which was at 
the commencement of treatment habitually at about forty-eight, and 
feeble, is now as habitually at about seventy-eight, and full. He has be- 
come so enamoured of his little vial of strychnia, that he says he never 
will go into his counting room without it, as a minimum dose always 
relieves his headache. 



A remarkable Case of Cicatricial Contraction of the Fauces and Glottis, 
following Syphilitic Ulceration^ and requiring the operation of Tra- 
cheotomy, By GuRDON Buck, M. D., Surgeon to the New York 
Hospital. 

Charles Burton, a Seaman, native of New York, 27 years of age, 
was admitted into the New York Hospital on the 6th May, 1854, with 
his throat in the following condition : The uvula had been destroyed, 
and the free edges of the velum were adherent on either side posteriorly 
throughout their whole extent to the walls of the pharynx. The isth- 
mus of the fauces was coarcted perpendicularly on a plane corresponding 
to the anterior pillars of the palate, and drawn toward the base of the 
tongue, thus reducing the passage into the pharynx to a small aperture 
in the median line which rested upon the base of the tongue. This aper- 
ture also afforded the only communication with the posterior nares, and 
was too small to admit the end of the finger, thereby precluding the pos- 
sibility of exploring the condition of the epiglottis and orifice of the 
larynx. The surface of these parts was pale, shining, and had the aspect 
of cicatrized tissues. Here and there, a superficial, ulcerated spot was 
noticed. Deglutition was very difficult, and restricted almost entirely to 
fluids. Solids required to be moistened, and reduced to a soft consist- 
ence ; and when taken, the greatest care and deliberation had to be used ; 
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otherwise, straDgling was produced, and regurgitation took place through 
the nostrils. Dyspnoea, which also existed, had the effect of aggravating 
the difficulty of deglutition. The voice, besides a nasal tone, characteris- 
tic of the absence of the uvula, had a peculiar laryngeal sound. The 
dyspnoea was increased by exercise, and also by any exciting moral 
emotions. 

Preceding History. — ^About three years ago, the patient had primary 
venereal disease (and the only tjme, as he asserts) in the form of chan- 
cres, bubo, and gonorrhoea. Winter before last, on a voyage from Liver- 
pool, his throat became sore, and on arriving at this port, he entered the 
Seamen's Retreat on Staten Island, where he remained five months, his 
throat being extensively ulcerated, and his voice reduced to a whisper 
during that time. About the 1st July last, the passage of his throat 
became very much contracted, and the dyspnoea very urgent. On 
applying to a physician in the city, he passed an instrument down his 
throat (which patient compared to a catheter, though of larger size). 
The introduction of it occupied an hour, and was followed by profuse 
bleeding for three hours. After this, both respiration and deglutition 
were considerably improved ; his general health in other respects was 
good. 

May 22. — Our patient being very anxious for relief especially from 
the dyspnoea, which had steadily increased, an attempt was made to 
enlarge the aperture at the root of the tongue, by splitting up the soft 
palate in the median line, with the view of determining to what extent 
the obstruction at this point might influence the dyspnoea, and also in 
the hope of being able to pass the finger on, and explore the condition 
of the epiglottis and glottis. This attempt, however, produced such an 
alarming suffocative attack that it was abandoned, and tracheotomy 
resorted to, and a large-sized, curved trachea tube, perforated on the convex 
side of the curve, was inserted and secured by a tape around the neck. 
The relief of the respiration was instantaneous and complete, and 
afforded the greatest satisfaction to the patient. Deglutition was also 
rendered much easier. 

June 1. — ^The respiration continues perfectly easy through the tube. 
I>eglutition, however, has been only temporarily relieved by the opera- 
tion, and is again becoming more difficult. Still, hoping the division of 
the velimi might abate the stricture of the fauces, and facilitate swallow- 
ing, I performed the operation, after etherizing the patient by slitting 
the velum in the median line with a long-handled curved bistoury. I 
had also hoped that this operation would enable me to pass my finger 
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through the stricture, to break up the adhesion^ and at the same time 
ascertain the condition of the epiglottis and orifice of the larynx. In 
this I was disappointed, as I found the base of the tongue drawn so far 
backwards as not to allow the finger to advance between it and the pos- 
terior wall of the larynx. The effects of the operation in other respects 
were unfavorable. The voice became extinct, and could only be raised 
to a hoarse-whisper by closing the nostrils at the same tim^e that the 
outer orifice of the tube was stopped. The difficulty of deglutition was 
also increased instead of diminished. 

June 28. — Deglutition continues so difficult that patient is entirely 
unable to swallow solid food, and can only get down liquids in small 
quantities at a time. At his own solicitation, the patient was allowed to 
pass a silver catheter down through the stricture, for the purpose of dila- 
ting it, and found, after a few repetitions, that he was able to swallow 
easier. On the 8th of July, when he left the Hospital, the improvement 
in deglutition continued under the use of the catheter. The tube in the 
trachea could not be dispensed with. 

On the 26th November following, Burton returned to the Hospi- 
tal, still wearing the trachea tube, and obliged to close the nostrils as 
well as the tube in order to speak audibly. To our great surprise, the 
edges of the divided soft palate had nearly reunited ; the deficiency was 
at the posterior extremity, but was only slight He had made a voyage 
in the capacity of cook on board a vessel, and had earned full wages. 
After remaining some time, for the relief of certain symptoms of tertiary 
63rphilis, he again left the Hospital, on the 21st December, 1854. 

The contracted state of the fauces in this case rendered it impossible 
to ascertain the condition of the orifice of the larynx. We are there- 
fore still ignorant of the true cause of the obstruction of the respiration. 
Ther^ is, however, good reason to infer that the extensive and destructive 
ulceration, which involved the velum and fauces, and was followed by 
contraction in cicatrizing, spread, also, to the orifice of the larynx and 
epiglottis, and produced there the same results. This inference is 
strengthened by the fact above noticed, that his voice at the same time 
was reduced to a whisper. 

Observations on Hydrencephaloid [disease]. By Nathan P. Rice, M. D. 
Editors of the New York Medical Times : 

Gentlemen — ^Excuse me for making what may seem to you a rather 
tediously long communication. My intention is to make known what 
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has once or twice been a puzzling cause to myself, and which I know 
has induced error in others. It may be the means of drawing the atten- 
tion of others to it who are mpre competent to judge, and who have 
seen more cases than myself. The disease in question is just one of 
those which seem exceedingly grave without perhaps being so, and 
which by inducing the use of violent measures has led to disagreeable 
results. In all the text books, but too little mention is made of these 
minor cases, which produce confusion from their resemblance to some 
others of great gravity. And this one in particular has, I think, been 
too much slighted ; not enough stress having been put by any author 
upon its diagnostie symptoms, or its analogy with other disease. 
I am yours, <kc, with much resnect, 

NATHAN P. RICE, M. D. 

It is a question with many whether the title which has been placed at ■ 
the head of this paper has the right to dignify an idiopathic disease ; 
and perhaps by the majority of practitioners it is regarded as not con- 
stituting one of the many maladies to which we are liable. As a sort 
of compounding with the opinions of those who deny and with those who 
think it a disease, the word disease has been generally added in qualify- 
ing brackets. * 

.There is no doubt but that its characteristics are signs often of con- 
stitutional disturbance and weakness, and are symptoms in other dis- 
eases. But still I think that it can occur alone, that is, that what evi- 
dences the hydrencephaloid may be the only guides to us in our treat- 
ment, and that uninjured health seems to return on their disappearance. 
Jaundice is a symptom of many different diseases, and as such, is a very 
valuable assistance to us in our diagnosis ; and yet it is also recognized 
as a malady in propril^ person^, and has an appropriate place in all our 
text books. Moreover, as the close identity of appearance which this 
disease bears to many others of a different nature, locating themselves 
in the head, might attract the attention of the practitioner to what 
he would consider a cephalic disease to the exclusion of any other sup- 
position, and as what would be applicable in the one case would be 
highly detrimental in the other, I think it is but fair to give it a dis- 
tinctive place in our nosology.. 

It is not a rare disease ; few medical men whose practice lies among 
the juvenile portion of the community, especially among the children 
of the poorer classes, pass a month without encountering instances of it. 
And yet in but few works have I seen it classified by itself, or mentioned 
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otherwise than as one of the occurrences of sometimes one disorder 
and sometimes another. 

The name of Hydrencephaloid, first given by Hall to what he 
was disposed to consider as a disease, is sometimes confounded with 
hydrencephalus, the equivalent of hydrocephalus intemus, although 
few know it by that title, the most common being spurious hydro- 
cephalus, or Grecized pseudo-encephalitis or pseudo-arachnitis. 

Four prime causes seem to be the most prone to excite the symptoms 
of this disease, all of which, however, have a tendency to produce the 
same result — that is, a constitutional want of tonicity, a state of ex- 
haustion and debility. The first of these, and by far the most common^ 
is bad and insufficient nourishment, and sometimes a defect in the power 
of assimilation ; for cases are often met with in which, although the 
quantity of the food is sufficient, it does not seem to fulfill its destined 
object. The efiects of this seem to be the oftenest manifested in the 
earliest periods of life among nursing children, and to depend upon a 
lack in the proper supply of milk, or in its quality, and upon a bad 
selection of articles of diet when they are not fed at the breast Up to 
the age of six or eight years, it may occur for the same reasons, but I 
think not so frequently as* earlier, or so often uncomplicated with any 
other disorder ; the peculiar impressibility of infants so much sooner 
giving evidence of slight disturbing causes. 

Serous diarrhoea and dysentery are agents in its production but little 
inferior to the last ; and it is under the description of these diseases in 
children that we oftenest find mention made of the train of S3rmptom8 
which characterize this disorder. The discharges must have continued 
for some time, and have been able to produce a universal depressing 
influence on the system before it becomes manifest. Something very 
like it has also been produced by hypercath arsis. 

Any other exhausting drain, as the profuse purulent discharge from a 
bum, extensive ulceration from any of the diseases of the skin, or a great 
loss of Wood, will make it show itself in a more or less marked degree. 
I have seen one instance of it in a child of about eighteen months, who 
seemed to have a haemorrhagic diathesis, and who had always been 
troubled with frequent and severe epistaxis. She was suff'ering with 
hooping cough ; and from the violent straining in coughing, she in this 
way in three days lost a large quantity of blood. For several days 
after these attacks she was affected with well-marked symptoms. 

The sequences of severe operations on children, whether attended or 
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not ivith great loss of blood and of subsequent discharge^ are in many 
similarities allied to this disease ; in this respect it seems to be much 
the same as the delirium traumaticum, although, as it occurs in younger 
subjects, the manifestations are somewhat different. 

The symptoms of this disorder are very striking, and are of such a 
character as to lead the attention to the head first, as the probable seat 
of the trouble. If the child is a nursing one, the first symptom which 
is generally noticed by the nurse or mother is, that the child does not 
seem to nurse so often as usual ; that he does not suck so vigorously ; 
that he seems more inclined to doze — to remain quiet upon the lap, or 
in the bed without moving ; and that often, when in the act of nursing, 
it will allow the milk to run from its mouth as soon as it is taken ih, or 
that it will let it remain for some time without attempting to swallow it. 
Often, at the same time, the child endeavors to^recline its head all the 
time upon some object — the arm or shoulder ; and if raised, the head 
being free, it will let its head swing heavily about as if it was a weight 
greater than it could bear. The child, if nothing occurs to disturb it, 
will remain in a more or less somnolent or comatose state ; and yet if 
spoken to loudly, or vividly impressed by any new object, or the sudden 
entrance of any one, it will brighten up, look lively, move and act with 
as Tfi\x<A\ vivacity as is usual. But still, if watched and allowed to 
become gradually tranquil, it will be found that it will soon relapse into- 
its previous condition. 

In children, who are not nursing, the signs are in some respects the 
same, but more strongly exhibited. The child shows a total unfitness 
for all exertion ; it cannot be induced to stir itself, to play or walk, but 
will prefer to keep perfectly quiet, the most often lying at fiill length ; it 
complains generally of lassitude, and an aching in different parts of the 
body, sometimes of a pain in the head. But the comatose condition is 
the one which is the oftenest met with, and the one which is the surest 
to terrify the parents. This is very distinctly marked, the patient show- 
ing from the first, a constant inclination to sleep— to lie without motion 
or speaking for hours together, without expressing even a wish for food 
or drink. 

With all these apparently grave symptoms, the child's health may 
be, otherwise, sometimes perfectly good ; he may have no diarrhoea, and 
often shows no signs of suffering in any way. The pulse is usually 
below the normal standard of frequency, and is soft and compressible. 
The skin is generally cool, and of the natural character, though I havo 
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twice seen it rather hot and dry, with the pulse somewhat increased. 
An elderly physician told me that he had noticed in this state a tendency 
to profuse perspiration, which seemed really to be a sort of "cold 
sweat." The eyes, when the little patient is undisturbed, are generally 
closed, and if half open, they have a dull and glazed appearance ; if it 
is roused, they become as bright as ever. The tongue and the state of 
the excretions, depends, of course, much upon the cause of the disease, 
whether diarrhoea is or is not present ; but when the debility is very 
apparent, the tongue is pale and flabby. 

All this description must certainly be varied in the different cases, 
and often the attack will be so slight as to be passed over unnoticed ; 
but still, any one will see the close resemblance which it can bear in 
young children to hydrocephalus, and how important it is to be aware 
of its presence at the formation of the diagnosis. 

Those among whom we the oftenest encounter this train of symp- 
toms, are the children of the poorer classes — among those who want 
food and who have to eat what they do receive of an inferior quality. 
The same influence is apparent among nurslings, from the poor quality or 
lack of the mother's milk, which arises from the same lowering cause be- 
ing extended to her. The children may be fat, but it seems to be an un- 
healthy plumpness ; there is a doughiness in the flesh, a puffy appear- 
ance about the eyes and checks ; the circulation seems languid, and 
they are pale, and anaemic. They are like what are known sometimes 
under the sweeping description of scrofulous-looking children. The 
head is often large ; and this fact, with the difllculty which they seem to 
experience in keeping it erect, might lead to the inference that there 
was effusion. 

The uncomplicated disease cannot be said to be ever a sole cause of 
death, and it is this which gives it its strongest right to be called only a 
symptom. When death has occurred and we have had this as one of 
the complications, it is generally from the diarrhoea, or a state of debiUty 
carried to excess ; the little patient " fades out," but preserves to the last 
the symptoms before given. At an autopsy which I attended a few 
years ago, upon a child of about five or six years of age, in whom the 
symptoms had been strikingly well defined, and who died very suddenly 
of cholera infantum after the disease had continued some time, it was 
entered in a note-book from an observation made by others present, that 
" the brain seemed softer and whiter than usual, but there were no signs 
of inflammation or effusion." It is probable, however, that there could 
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be found by post-mortem examinations, no morbid effects whatever to 
accomit for the death. 

The treatment required in these cases is that demanded to combat 
the debility ; we must endeavor to build up the system, to restore the 
strength, improve the digestion, and counteract the depressing effects of 
serious fluxes, and stop a diarrhcea, if it exists. The diet should be 
nourishing, and even a little stimulating ; good breast-milk must be pro- 
cured for those nursing, while broths and animal teas will be required 
by those more advanced. Wine seems to be a useful adjuvant, if the 
effects are carefully watched, and if it is administered in judicious quan- 
tities. Carbonate of ammonia, and the compound etherial spirits, are 
much used. But the most useful of all, and the one the most highly 
recommended, seems to be some preparation of iron, given in whatever 
form, with the admixture of the vegetable tonics and bitters. A most 
^striking change for the better can be seen in a short time after its use is 
commenced. Where an exceedingly comatose condition exists, some 
have recommended the application of blisters and sinapisms to the neck, 
with the use of some stimulating liniment to the spine and lower extrem- 
ities. But I think that the most reliance is to be placed on the diet and 
tonics, with a daily immersion for a short time in a tepid bath, to which, 
perhaps, a little muriatic acid or mustard has been added, but these do 
not seem very essential. For checking the diarrhoea, the acetate of lead 
(so much extolled by Condie), with some of the vegetable astringents, 
seems to fulfill every want. Opium, in any of its forms, is certainly to 
be shunned ; the tendency to coma, which is so evident, being in itself 
a sufficient warning against its use. As this affection may sometimes 
be taken for meningitis, and depletion employed, the mischief that will 
result may be incalculable. 

To sum up the treatment^ it seems best to avoid all depleting and 
reducing remedies. Satisfy the mind that there is no inflammation ; and 
then, throwing aside blood-letting, purgation, -calomel, and opium, 
endeavor to bring the system back to its normal healthy condition, by 
pure air, good diet, and the judicious use of the bath. 

251 Fourth Avenue, 
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Case of Poisoning hy Aconite. By Oswald Warner, M. D., Senior 
Assistant Surgeon to Bdlevue Hospital. 

To the Editors of the New York Medical Times : 

Gentlemen, — I place at your disposal the following account of a 
case of poisoning by aconite. It is one in which I have felt much inter- 
^t; and, inasmuch as contradictory symptoms are given by diferen- 
authors in relation to the action of this poison, it may not be uninterestt 
ing to your readers. 

Agnes C , age 20, a patient in Bellevue Hospital, on Wednesday 

■evening, January 17, 1855, at about a quarter past 7 o'clock, took a 
quantity (not accurately ascertained) of a mixture of equal portions of 
tinct. aconite and chloroform, which had been prescribed for another per- 
son, to relieve the pain of toothache. At some previous time she had 
been breathing it for the chloroform, not knowing what else it con- 
tained, had spilled some and then poured in water to avoid detection. I 
was called to see her about half an hour afterwards, not knowing what 
she had taken. 

I found her in bed, in a partially insensible condition, yet easily 
roused, and giving rational answers to all questions. Her respiration 
and pulse were not yet much disturbed ; pupils largely dilated, and al- 
most insensible to light ; with an almost entire loss of sensation. She 
was rather restless, and complained of a prickling sensation over all parts 
of her body. I immediately gave her an emetic of zinc sulph., gr. xx., 
followed by as much warm water as she could be made to drink. In 
about half an hour, this produced free vomiting ; previous to which, from 
the sinking of the pulse and sighing respiration, it became necessary to 
give stimulants. While waiting for emesis to take place, I learned, by 
her own answers (she at first denied having taken any thing) and from 
other patients, where the vial from which she had taken the mixture had 
been placed. Having found this, and examined the prescription book, 
I learned what had been taken. After the vomiting, it again immedi- 
ately became necessary to give stimulants. The skin, except on the face 
and arms, was about of the natural temperature, yet she complained 
much of being cold. Hot bricks were applied to the feet, sinapisms to 
the spine, stomach, and inside of the thighs, and the hot air-bath was 
administered. The stimulants (brandy and carb. ammon.), were con- 
tinued by the mouth, and frequent injections of brandy, carb. ammon. 
and sulph. jether. were given. From this time until half-past 12 o'clock 
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convulsions frequently occurred, previous to the coming on of which she 
would suddenly exclaim, " It is growing dark, I can^t see," and then 
with a wild stare, the teeth firmly set and the pulse imperceptible, the 
convulsion would commence. Active flaggellation on the arms and face, 
with a slipper, seemed to be the best means of rousing her sufficiently 
to take more of the stimulants, which would almost immediately raise 
the pulse and bring her to consciousness. At first carb. ammon. was 
given by the mouth with the brandy ; but being almost immediately 
rejected by vomiting, it was discontinued, and given only by injection. 
After a time it was resumed, without producing the same unpleasant 
effects. 

From the time when I first saw her until half-past 12 o'clock, she 
took, by the mouth and by injection, two and a half pints of brandy, 
with 3 ij. of carb. ammon. Although a part was rejected by vomiting, 
yet I think I may safely say that one and a half pint of brandy remained 
in the stomach. The injections were not long retained, and caused free 
evacuation of the bowels. During the last half hour, she showed some 
signs of intoxication. 

All this time, except when convulsed, she was partially sensible, and 
seemed to know and take some notice of what was taking place. After 
half-past 12 o'clock* the pulse, with slight intermissions, rose perma- 
nently, and no more stimulants were administered. By 3 o'clock, she 
was so far recovered that it was thought safe to leave her. The pupils 
had contracted down to their natural size, respiration was quiet and 
natural, and the prickling sensation had gradually passed ofi*. Next 
morning she was as well as usual, except a slight oesophagitis, with diar- 
rhoea. The latter abated during the day, and the former in three or four 
days. Her memory of the circumstances as they occurred is quite dis- 
tinct, and I will now give Uer own account of them. 

She says that she took about a tablespoonful of the diluted mixture 
{knowing that it contained chloroform), to produce sleep. For about 
half an hour, she was walking around the ward, with only a slight sen- 
sation of burning in the oesophagus and stomach, and a little dizziness. 
She then felt sleepy, and went to bed. Immediately after this, her tongue 
began to feel as if much swollen. Also the prickling sensation, before 
mentioned, began in the tongue, throat, checks, and feet ; this gradually 
spread over all parts of the body. She had ringing in the ears, and, 
though somewhat restless, a disposition to sleep soon ensued. These 
sensations, she says, " were neither pleasant nor painful." 
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She remembers when I first went into the ward, the questions I asked 
and the answers she gave, being compelled to drink brandy against her 
will, feeling and frequently saying that she was intoxicated. At times 
the room seemed to grow dark, and very unpleasant sensations occurred, 
which she can only describe by saying that "she thought she was 
dying." It was at these times that the convulsions occurred, during 
which she can only remember being continually slapped with the slippers. 
After 3 o'clock she remained entirely sensible, and remembers all that 
took place. 

Bellevub Hospital, March 1^ 1855. 



Case of Paralysis successfully treated by Electricity, By G. Huff, 
M. D., Lexington, Kentucky. 
A lady, 26 years of age, of lymphatic temperament, with light 
auburn hair, fine and white skin, had enjoyed uninterrupted health 
from infancy up to the age of twenty-one years, when she married ; after 
which her health became impaired. Soon after this event a distortion 
of the spine manifested itself, ultimately involving the bodies of several 
vertebrae in the disease, from the third cervical vertebra to the second 
dorsal inclusive. There was caries of the vertebral column, which had 
extended to several vertebrae, as the distortion was a gradual bend 
or curve ; the caries of the vertebral column must have been rather 
superficial, as luxation of the sixth cervical vertebra had taken place, and 
the tissues surrounding the carious vertebra were infiltrated with a bony 
substance, and the soft part of the vertebra was very much indurated. 
The opinion expressed on consultation was, that the sixth cervical ver- 
tebra pressed gradually upon the spinal cord, as the convulsive move- 
ments of the muscles indicated. The patient felt a weakness of the 
lower extremities, and was compelled to bend her limbs very gradually, 
and exercise them with a very slow motion, until it resulted in the total 
loss of the functions of the nerves, both of motion and sensation, below 
the shoulders, including both the lower extremities. Her friends were 
assured that the case was past remedy, and, as such, it was presented to a 
medical class. As she had the free use of her arms, I was led to give 
the case a careful examination, and did not coincide in the opinion that 
the pressure was upon the spinal marrow, as symptoms seemed to indi- 
cate. Compression upon the spinal marrow is not the only cause of dis- 
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orders that impair locomotion. Inflammation may extend from the af- 
fected vertebrae to the membranes, and thence to the spinal cord. From 
my experience in the treatment of spinal and nervous diseases gene- 
rally, I was of opinion that inflammation extended from a vertebra to the 
membranes of the spinal canal in this case. She had been in this condi- 
tion about two years; and, under these circumstances, I was determined to 
test the power of electric action. At the third application I was satis- 
fied of the correctness of my opinion, and the inflammation was gradu- 
ally reduced by galvanism ; after the lapse of ten days, unequivocal vol- 
untary muscular contractions commenced in the toes of the right foot — 
that part having been the first affected by paralysis. At the expiration 
of three weeks, she could give a lateral motion to the foot, and could 
draw it up a little towards the body ; at the end of four weeks, the toes 
of the left foot were discovered to move ; and at the termination of five 
weeks, the improvement was greater ; six weeks found her able to draw 
the right limb up to an angle, and give a lateral motion to the left foot ; 
the next week further improvement was evident in each limb ; on the 
eighth week she could raise the right foot and lay it across the left limb. 
On, the following week, afier crossing the left limb with the right foot, 
she could replace the right foot by the side of the left, raise the left foot, 
and pass it over the right limb. Ten weeks having passed, she could 
draw the right limb up to the body, and the left limb to an angle ; on the 
week ensuing she could draw up the right limb to her body and replace 
it, draw the left limb also to an angle and replace it After the twelfth 
week, she could turn herself in bed, and sit up a few minutes ; at the 
end of three months she sat alone, and crossed the left thigh with the 
right ; in another month she crawled like an infant ; . the next month, 
could stand alone ; and at the end of six months, walked without aid or 
support From the time improvement was first manifested in the case 
until the present, it has been progressive, without a relapse, and has gone 
on to a thorough and, to all appearances, a permanent cure. The elec- 
tric treatment was commenced on the/r«^ day of February^ 1854, and 
the patient was dismissed on the firzt of September^ after a course of 
treatment of seven months. 

LixiNOTON, Kt., January 12iA, 1865. 

VOL. IV, NO. 7. 20 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meeting, March Yth, 1 855. Dr. F. Campbell Stewart, Second 
Vice-President, in the chair. Forty-two Fellows in attendance. The 
minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Reports of Committees, — The Committee on Admissions reported 
through Dr. Vandervoort, Secretary, recommending Patrick J. Clark, 
M. D., as candidate for Resident Fellowship (nomination lies ^over under 
the rules, one month^. A ballot was then taken for candidates for Cor- 
responding Fellowship, nominated at the last meeting (a three-fourth 
vote of those present, being necessary for election). Drs. J. Guggen- 
buhl, of Abendberg, Interlachen, Switzerland, and F. Rilliet, of Geneva, 
Switzerland, were unanimously, and Drs. E. Barthez, of Paris, France, 
and Jacob Bigelow, of Boston, Mass., duljr elected Corresponding Fel- 
lows of the Academy. Committee on Finance reported, by Dr. Van 
Pelt, Chairman, sundry bills amounting to $22 15, which were ordered 
to be paid. • 

Report of Sections, — First Section, " On Anatomy, Physiology, and . 
Pathology ;" no report. 2d. Section, " On Surgery and Surgical Pa- 
thology^^ reported its organization, and that it had adopted a code of 
by-laws. 3d. Section, " On Theory and Practice, and Medical Pathol- 
ogy^^ reported its organization. 4Ui Section, " On Materia Medica and 
Botany,^ reported organization. 5th Section, " On Obstetrics and i>w- 
eases of Wom^n and Children,^^ reported organization. 6th Section, ** On 
Chemistry and Pharnuicy;^^ — a letter from Dr. Henschel, temporary 
Chairman, was read, announcing that a meeting had been called, and that 
not a single member had attended. Dr. Henschel tendered his resigna- 
tion as chairman, which was, on motion, accepted, and Dr. H. D. Bulk- 
ley was appointed in his place. Yth Section, '* 0» Public Health and 
Legal Medicine^^ reported organization. 

Report of Committee to nominate Delegates to American Medical 
Association, — Dr. Adams, Secretanr of the Committee, reported the fol- 
lowing names of delegates to the Association to meet in Philadelphia, 
on Tuesday, the 1st of May next : — 
Drs. J. W. Francis, Drs. Chas. Henschel, Drs. Jas. Stewart, 



Valentine Mott, 
Jas. C. Bliss, 
Jackson Bolton, 
J. P. Bachelder, 
W. N. Blakeman, 
J. W. G. Clements, 
William Detmold, 
Jas. D. Fitch, 
David Green, 



R. S. Eissam, 
B. W. McCready, 
Jas. 0. Pond, 
J. L. Phelps, 
P. Pratt, 
J. M. Smith, 
J. O. Smith, 
J. O. Stone, 
F. C. Stewart, 



L. A. Sayre, 
H. Sweeney, 
J. L. Vandervoort, 
M. D. Van Pelt, 
E. B. Warner, 
J. Worster, 
S. P. White, 
Jno. Watson, 
Jas. R. Wood. 
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The Secretary remarked, that in making out the list, the committee 
liad endeavored, as fior as possible, to select the names of those Fellows 
who had not already been appointed by other societies. 

The report was, on motion, adopted, and the committee discharged. 
On motion, the delegates, as a body, are empowered to fill vacancies 
which may occur in their number. 

Eulogy upon Deceased Fellows, — Dr. B. W. McCready being called 
upon, then pronounced an eulogy upon John A. Swett, M. D., late Fel- 
low of the Academy ; and the Recording Secretary read a memoir of 
Wm. H. Mac Neven, M. D., late Fellow, which had been prepared by Dr. 
W.W.Jones. 

Dr. Adams moved " that permission be granted to Drs. McCready 
iuid Jones, to publish these memoirs, as having been read before the 
Academy, if in their judgment they should see fit." Dr. Vandervoort 
was in favor of the reference to the Committee on Publication, that they 
might be published in the Transactions of the Academy ; this course 
was advocated by Dr. A., who cited the example of the imperial Acad- 
-emy of Paris, in support of the propriety of mis course. On motion of 
Dr. Vandervoort, Dr. A. had leave to withdraw the first motion. Ti was 
' tl^A fiiSv^^* ttmt the memoirs be referred to the Committee on Publi- 
<»tion, for publication in the Transactions." Some objections having 
been urged, as the (Memoirs previously read had not been so disposed o^ 
the latter motion was withdrawn, and the first motion renewed, which 
^was unanimously adopted. 

Unfinished Business, — ^The letter of President Francis, resiffuing his 
office in consequence of recent severe bereavement, was then taS:en from 
the table, and read by the Secretary ; Dr. J. W. Corson, moved the 
Adoption of a preamble and resolutions of condolence with the Presi- 
dent, upon the deceas^of his son. After a long debate upon the best 
method of expressingnhe sympathy of the Academy, and upon the 
expediency and propriety of accepting the resignation (numerous prop- 
ositions having been made), the resolution was finally withdrawn by 
the mover, ^e resignation was, on motion, again laid upon the table, and 
the following resolution, drawn up by the Secretary, was unanimously 
adopted: — 

jResolved, That the First Vice-President, with the Recording Secretary, 
be instructed to address a letter to the President, informing him of the 
.action of the Academy upon his letter of resignation, and expressing 
the sincere sympathy of the Academy in his recent severe affliction. 

Donations to the Library, — ^The Recording Secretary (leave being 
granted) presented '* The Annual Report of the New York hospital and 
&oomingdale Asylum, for 1854;" the ** Annual Report of the New 
York City Dispensary, for 1864 ; " of the " New York Institute for the 
Blind, 1854;" and of the "State Lunatic Asylum at Utica, 1854;" 
also " An Essay on the Medical Properties of the Simaba Cedron, by S. 
S. Purple, M. D.," together with a specimen of the nut; all being dona- 
-tions to the library from the Foreign Corresponding Secretary. 
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Miscellaneotis Business, — Dr. Warren asked leave to transfer his 
name from the section on Pharmacy to that on Obstetrics ; granted. 

Liability for Lues, — Dr. Gardner stated the case of a Fellow, 
who had been absent in California and returned ; he inquired whether 
said Fellow was liable for all dues up to the present time. The Fellow 
not having resigned, the Academy decided that he is liable for all past 
dues. 

Delinquent Fellows, — Dr. Van Pelt, Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, moved to reconsider the resolution proposed at the last meeting, 
in relation to delinquents ; adopted. Dr. Van Pelt then offered the fol- 
lowing as a substitute: ^^Mesolved, That tl^e question in relation to 
Fellows who have not paid their dues up to the 1st of January, 1854, 
be referred to the Board of Trustees, with the Treasurer, for investiga- 
tion and report" Carried. 

Amendment to By-Laws. — Dr. F. Campbell Stewart proposed the 
following amendment: 1st. To add a new section under the head of 
" Miscellaneous," to read thus : 

" A register shall be kept by the Assistant Secretary, in which the 
names of all Fellows in attendance at each meeting shall be entered, by 
ihemMlves, in full ; and so soon as a quorum is thus ascertained to be 
present, the regular business of the evening shall be proceeded with.** 

2d. To omit the first order of business, viz : the calling of the roll. 

Adjourned. J. G. A. 



n. NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Extracts from the Minutes. By E. Lee Jones, M.D., Secretary. 

Regular Meeting^ Jan. 24th. The President, Dr. Bolton, in the chair. 
Dr. Clark^ in connection with the cases of atepphy and deaths from 
inanition presented by Dr. Finnell at the last meting, read statistics 
shouting the great increase of mortality in children under five years of 
age^ the mortality being Bt the present time nearly twice as great as fifty 
years ago, in proportion to the population. He thought the matter de- 
mands careful inquiry, and should be submitted to &e city authorities. 
Dr. Holcomh moved that Dr. C. be requested to draw up a statement in 
accordance with these facts, and that the same be presented to the cor- 
porate authorities. Dr. Clark presented the adventitious growth removed 
by Dr. Kissam firom the other ear of the case exhibited \>y him at the 
previous meeting. The same appearance existed as in the other, with the 
exception of the under surface being covered with cerunien. The sense 
of hearing was entirely restored. Dr. C. presented the heart, lungs, 
aorta, and trachea of a man, who was an inmate of Bellevue Hospital, 
laboring under aortic aneurism. The disease was recognized ; the aorta 
could l^ felt distinctly pulsating ; there was no bruit His health was tol- 
erably good, being at times subject to attacks of dyspnoea. In eight 
months the tumor was not much increased, the attacks of dyspnoea became 
more frequent and prolonged. During one of these paroxysms he sud- 
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denly died, having raised blood copiously ten days previously. The 
poBtmortena examination revealed aneurism of awta; the clot was of 
considerable size ; the tumor was adherent to sternum ; on the posterior 
wall of the aneurism was the trachea, in which were two ulcerations 
•communicatinff directly into the aneurismal tumor. Several smaller 
ones were on the trachea, which seemingly commenced on the mhcous 
membrane. The lungs showed the well-marked appearance of pulmo- 
nary apoplexy; scattered over their surface were masses of various sizes, 
of a dark red color, occupying about two-thirds of the lung tissue. Dr. 
Clark also exhibited a kidney, which to the eye seemed perfectly healthy ; 
but microscopic examination showed its substance to he filled vfith fatty 
globules, small but very numerous. He cited this as another illustration 
•of the fact that the unassisted eye is not always sufficient to detect dis- 
ease of this organ. Dr. Clark presented, for Dr. Matthews, the brain of 
a man, who became suddenly insensible in the street, one month since. 
'On recovering from this condition, it was found that he was paralyzed on 
the left side. He continued in this state, scarcely ever speaking, doing 
whatever he was told, being nearly half stupefied. Two days previous 
to death he became comatose. Postmortem examination showed the 
existence of a moderate-sized clot in the right lateral ventricle, over the 
optic thalamus ; the clot had lost its dark color. The small additional 
•effusion, which probably occurred two days previous to death, was 
doubtless the immediate cause of death. Dr. Clark also presented, from 
Mr. Trenor, the brain of a man, the inmate of one of our charities, who 
was not regarded as being very sick : he was employed in working 
about the institution. On Thursday last he was disinclined to work, 
and there was observed an unusual brightness of the eye. On Satur- 
day the same state continued; at nignt he was very wakeful, and 
towards morning was reported as dying. On being visited, he could 
give no account of himself; no pulse could be felt. Croton oil was 
administered, which produced several operations. He gradually grew 
comatose, and died on Sunday. The postmortem examination gave 
evidence only of intense redness, blood being effused under the arach- 
noid membrane. Dr. Holcomh mentioned two or three cases he had 
seen in the wards of Dr. Wilde, similar to the foreign growths removed 
by Dr. Eissam from the ear of a lady. Dr. Peaslee remarked, it was 
a matter of much practical importance and interest whether a vegeta- 
ble growth, alone and independent of a diseased state of the cuticle, 
could cause deafness ; for if so, the sulphurous-acid gas, well known to 
be destructive of all the fungi, would cure it Dr. Clark said it was a 
subject for future observation. 

Dr. Conant presented the heart and arch of the aorta of a fe- 
male, having an atheromatous deposit above the valves of the aorta. 
He thought it interesting as to what influence the deposit exerted in 
causing roughness. Dr. Clark did not think it could produce any very 
marked imnatural murmur or sound, and supposed the murmur caused 
by a little aneurismal exp^^ion behind one of the valves. 

Dr. Peaslee presented^wo uteri, with the related parts, showing the 
•effects o( pelvic abscess. 
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The first was from an Irish woman, unmarried, 24 years of age, of 
very fair complexion ; who, fourteen weeks before death, was under 
treatment in the country by a physician, who told her that she had dis- 
ease of the uterus. Six weeks before death she was attacked with dys- 
entery, as was believed ; and two weeks after this was admitted into the 
Cholera Hospital, under the supervision of Dr. D. S. Conant, to be 
treated for cholera. The symptoms of that disease were soon relieved ;. 
but she died in four weeks, with continued symptoms of dysentery. 

Postmortem Examination, — The colon was found intensely in- 
flamed throughout The present specimen shows the uterus antinexed 
and inclined to the left, and the rectum, at its upper part, depressed and 
inclined to the right The cavity of an abscess exists under the right 
fallopian tube and ovary, extending behind the displaced uterus (the 
abscess being doubtless the cause of displacement), and opening into the 
rectum at its upper extremity ; this being drawn down and displaced to 
the riffht, as already described. The right ovary is atrophied to less 
than half its usual size, but not structurally implicated in the abscess. 

The second specimen was obtained from a subject on the dissecting, 
table ; nothing being known of the case, except that the woman died in 
a jaundiced state, and had a fatty liver as well as the pelvic abscess 
about to be described. 

A large abscess is found to have almost entirely destroyed the sub- 
stance of the left ovary, and this had discharged by several small open- 
ings, apparently, into the cul de sac between the uterus and the rectum* 
InSammation of the peritoneum thus ensued ; the e£fect of which was to 
glue the small intestmes in a mass across the pelvis, and thus roof over 
the cul de sac, and prevent the matter escaping among the convolutions 
of the alimentary canal. Finally, the matter thus confined had been 
discharged through an opening, four lines in diameter, into the vagina at 
the bottom of the cul de sac ; and through two smaller openings into 
the rectum also, three and a half inches above the anus. A layer of 
exuded plasma still covered all the surfaces forming the boundaries of 
the cavity in which the matter had passed from its original place of 
formation. 

Dr. Peaslee remarked that these specimens had presented to him 
several points of interest He had seen five cases of pelvic abscess with- 
in the past nine months, with whose history he was familiar. The 
? patients were all females, four of them being unmarried, and the other 
36 years of age) not having borne a child for the last seven years. In 
all, the disease dated from some unusual exposure at the time of the 
catamenial flow. In every case, symptoms occurred which might, natu- 
rally enough, have been attributed to dysentery alone, had the true 
nature of the disease not been ascertained ; and in every case matter 
had been evacuated by the rectum. In one case, it was said to have 
been passed from the vagina also ; but from the very frequent mistake 
of mere vaginal mucus, or a common leucorrhcBal discharge (purulent 
or otherwise), for matter discharged from a|ybscess, we may doubt if 
this was the fact The second specimen, juWshown, demonstrates the 
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possibility of a discharge through both the rectum and the vagina at 
the same time. The discharge, in the five cases, occurred in from three 
to five weeks after the first inflammatory symptoms were developed. 

We may learn practically, fi-om these specimens, the propriety of 
seasonably opening a pelvic abscess either from the vagina or the rec- 
tum according to circumstances, so £ar as its mere evacuation is con- 
cerned. And in this point of view merely, it should be opened from the 
one of these two canals in which fluctuation is most distinct. 

There is another point of view, however. Dr. Peaslee remarked, in 
regard to which the point selected for the opening is of very great im- 
portance. He alluded to the ultimate effects of a spontaneous opening 
into the rectum in producing a stricture of that canal. In three of the 
five cases alluded to, a stricture occurred in consequence of the opening 
into the rectum. In one of these Dr. P. was at first led to suspect 
schimis ; but the treatment adopted has removed all suspicion of any 
malignant disease. In another case, now under treatment, he would 
have made the same mistake were it not for his previous experience. In 
this last case, the stricture would not allow a No. *J catheter to pass 
through it. Dr. P. divided it freely with a bistoury, and now (at the 
end of two weeks) it admits a bougie one inch in diameter. In these 
three cases the stricture commenced within four inches from the anus. 

With a view to avoid this ultimate effect of a pelvic abscess dis- 
charging into the rectum, Dr. P. thought it better, if fluctuation could 
be felt from the vagina, to withdraw the matter through that canal. A 
stricture would be less likely to form, doubtless, if an abscess were sea- 
sonably opened, than if left to open spontaneously ; but if a stricture is 
to occur, it would, under most circumstances, be desirable in the vagina 
rather than in the other canal. 

While suggesting this operation instead of the opening from the rec- 
tum, Dr. P. would also say, in regard to the suggestion made by Dr. 
Sayre at the last meeting (as Dr. P. was not then present), to open from 
the vagina in some cases of ascites — instead of the usual operation 
through the linea alba — that a patient of which he had had the care in 
part, had been tapped five times in this way ; and that the puncture 
through the cul ae sac, between the uterus and the rectum, had always 
healed at once, and without the least diflficulty — ^the patient having been 
kept in bed four or five days after the operation. At one of these tap- 
pings 106 lbs. of fluid had been withdrawn, and 103 lbs. at another. 

Dr. Finnell presented the itomach of a man, 24 years of age, of 
robust constitution, who had been drinking excessively for the last ten 
days. At 1, P. M. to-day he was found dead in bed. The stomach was 
found intensely injected with abundant thick, tenacious mucus, and 
much contracted. Dr. Clark remarked, that, from his observation, it 
was" raw rum " only which caused that intense red congestion, similar 
to the specimen before the Society. He doubted its being inflamma- 
tion, and thought the appearance would have subsided had he lived 
twenty-four hours longer. Evidences of gastritis rarely existed after 
hard drinking. Dr. Cox mentioned a patient under his care at present, 
who had l^en indulging freely in drinking. He vomited blood ; no 
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tenderness of the stomach existed. He thought that it was not inflamma- 
tion, but simply congestion. Dr. Peaslee considered vomiting of blood 
the best thing that codd happen, as a means of remedying inflammation. 
Dr. Clark olwerved Uiat the " rum stomach,'' so called, was only induced 
by the continual irritation of frequent stimulants, and that the cause of 
-congestion must be repeated to induce that appearance. The Society 
then went into executive session. 

€mmmmMs. 



The Medical Student in Paris. 

Paris, February 21, 1855. 

Paris presents special opportunities to the medical student for the 
full exercise of any, or every, characterisUc penchant for scientific pur- 
suits. 

In addition to a judicious selection from the many surgical and medi- 
<ial courses and cliniques, it is believed that without detriment to pro- 
gress strictly professional, most physicians may embrace some one of the 
mauy collateral subjects fully treated, and gratuitously offered to the 
stranger. 

One proposes as collateral to his chief pursuit, the study of the his- 
tory of Medicine, or of any one of its branches. He finds the vast lib- 
ranes of the School of Medicine, the Sorbonne, that of St Genevieve, the 
Oarden of Plants, the Mazarin, the Conservatory of Arts and Trades, the 
School of Mines, and the Imperial Library, all freely offered for his ac- 
commodation. The number of volumes in the last named, exceeds 1,200, 
ODD. In some of thase, open during the day and until ten in the even- 
ing, he finds sufficient variety to serve as a substitute for the other 
amusements of Paris life. 

A second proposes as collateral, the study of Mineralogy and Geology. 
The ample cabinets at the Garden of Plants, the School of Mines, the 
Sorbonne, the Conservatory, and the College of France, offer facilities of 
the highest order ; and lectures at these institutions, alternating at differ- 
ent periods of each year, or during the same term at intervening hours, 
present those sciences in their most attractive forms. He may follow 
one or all of the following Professors : On Mineralogy — 'MM. Dufrenoy, 
Delafosse, and Senarmont. On Chemical Analyses — ^MM. Dumas, Be- 
lard, and Payen. On Geology — ^MM. Cordier, Beaumont, and Provost 

A third proposes as collateral. Botany, Horticulture, and Agriculture. 
The extensive botanical gardens of the School of Medicine and of Phar- 
macy, and the Garden of Plants, offer novelties for a life time, made in- 
creasingly attractive by the physiological experiments, minute details oi 
microscopic observation, high analogies, and natural classification of MM. 
Brongniart, Decaisne, and Moll. A fourth follows, at the College of • 
France, M. Focillon in his analogical views of vegetable and animal deve- 
lopment, M. Coste in embryology, and M. Claude Bernard in physiology- 
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' with experimeate on living animals. A fifth at the Garden of Plants stu- 
dies comparative anatomy under M. Duvemoy,* the able occupant of the 
chair of Cuvier. He listens to the sublime generalizations of M. Serres, 
based upon embryology, comparative anatomy, and teratology. A sixth 
with M.M. d'Orbign^ and Bayle, studies fossils from strata buried geolo- 
^cal ages before historic times. A seventh studies zoology from the 
uving and prepared specimens in the parks, museums, and galleries of 
Paris, and is charmed with the philosophical classification of animals, 
fix)m the lowest to the highest, as taught by M. Isidore G(Bffroy-St.-Hil- 
aire, MM. Valenciennes, Dumerii, and Milne-Edwards. An eighth con- 
templates the harmonious play of chemical and phpical principles in the 
phenomena of organic tissues, as demonstrated by MM. Chevreul, Bec- 
querel, Fremy, Bu8sy,and Boussingault A ninth pursues the explication 
<n species and other problems in comparative physiology, under the elo- 
quent Flourens. A tenth practices at the Impenal School of Design, or 
at the Ghurden of Plants, in anatomical drawing. 
, Others, whose purposes may be to labor in the distant East, improve 

the opportunities here mtuitously offered to acquire a knowledge of 
Oriental languages. Others stili» embrace the facilities here offered to 
study veritable ideas, expressed in the language of painting, sculpture, and 
architecture, in the palaces and museums gratuitously open to the stranger 
in Paris. 

But however great the variety and individual merits of these several 
departments, the American physician in Paris realizes advantages from 
the weekly reunion with his countrymen in medical pursuits. Indeed, 
this very variety constitutes a special ground of necessity for the centra- 
lization or direction offered by the weekly reunion of the American Med- 
ical Society in Paris. In its rooms, open day and evening, he finds the 
principal American Periodicals on Medicine and Surgery. Here the 
American is happy to reciprocate favors, by introducing the French jphy- 
sician to the privileges of a reading-room well furnished with An^ncan 
medical works. We feel thankful to those editors, authors, and publish- 
ers, who have thus far furnished gratuitously to the American Medical 
Society in Paris their works, sufficient for the personal wants of the mem- 
bers under the circumstances of their present multiplied facilities ; but we 
feel that the relative position of this Society requires an enlargement of 
its library, that physicians of France and other nations resorting to this 
capital, may here find a ready and ample reference to the medical litera- 
ture of America. Through the kindness of Mr. Edward Bossanffe, 138 
Pearl street, New York, medical books and periodicals forwarded to him 
for the "American Medical Society in Pans," will be regularly boxed, 
and by the liberality of Messrs. Livingston, Wells et Co., 8 Place de la 
Bourse, will be transmitted from New York to Paris. The American 
press may be assured that this Society, though its members are somewhat 
transitory, will prove an honorable and perpetual medium of this national 
reciprocity. Very respectfully yours, 

D. P. HOLTON, M.D. 

* Since deceasad. 
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Oun^Shot Wounds <jf the Heart — ^The attentioii of ihe profesaon his 
beeD, in a marked degree, tamed to this subject by the recent case of Poole, 
who snrrived a gun-shot wound of the heart nearly twelve days, without any 
palpitation, sjmcope, or irregular action of the organ. Under more favorable 
circumstances, with perfect quietude of mind and body, there seems but little 
room to doubt that he might ultimately have recovered. The great mystery 
is, that under all the exciting and disturbing influences, both physical and 
moral, by which he was surrounded, the fatal issue should have been so long 
delayed. With the exception of his having been in a state of collapse for the 
first four hours after receiving the injury, his strength kept up in so remarkable 
a manner, that he was ready to fight an antagonist who visited him during 
his illness. He was under the care of Dr. Putnam ; Drs. Camochan, Cheese- 
man, J. R. Wood, and others, also saw him in consultation. We are In- 
debted to Dr. Finnell for the following notes of the Autopsy : — 

There were wounds on the surface of the body, one in the lower and 
outer portion of the thigh, the other in the chest The one in the thigh had 
two openings about an inch apart, and measuring a quarter of an inch in diam- 
eter. It passed through just beneath the skin without touching the muscle 
of the leg. The ball m the chest entered the sternum just at its junction 
with the cartilage of the fifth rib, passing through the bone and pericardium 
into the substance of the heart, where it was found. On raising the breast- 
bone and exposing the pericardium, it was found very much distended, meas- 
uring five inches m its tranverse diameter, and six in its' vertical. It contained 
about thirty ounces of a sero-sanguineous fluid. The external surface of the 
heart was covered with fibrinous exudation, the recent product of inflamma- 
tion. The heart was washed and laid aside, with no suspicion that the ball 
was l(9!ged in it until after nearly two hours' search in the cavity of the chest, 
and especially along the side of the spine. At last the heart was very care- 
fully felt over, and the bullet was found imbedded in its muscular texture. 
On making an incision it was exposed. Its lodgment was in the septum, be- 
tween the ventricles, about an inch and a half from the apex of the heart, and 
a quarter of an inch from its surface. The muscular substance had united 
oyer the ball, and healed so far that the point of entrance was obliterated. He 
died from efl\i8ion in the pericardium, stopping the action of the heart It is 
probable that on Wednesday night the eflusion began to come on, and it 
rapidly increased. At 9 o'clock on Thursday morning it suddenly increased, 
and he sunk immediately. The lungs were pale and (edematous. The liver, 
kidneys, stomach, and other organs presented an unusually fine view of organs 
in a sound condition. The whole body was a most perfect specimen of fine 
muscular development ; even to the ends of his toes the muscles were remark- 
ably developed." 

The size of the ball was that of a large pea, being that of 70 to the lb. 
Dr. Finnell intends to publish a full account of the case, illustrated by a 
drawing, in the New York Journal of Medicine. In consulting authorities on 
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this subject, we have met with but few parallel cases. DnpuytrcD, lo his 
Cliniqne Chirturgicale, has devoted a special article to wounds of the heart, in 
which he remarks ** that penetrating wounds of the ventricles or auricles, pro- 
vided they be narrow (etroiies) are not necessarily and instantaneously mortal, 
but may even be healed ; this is more especially ^e of punctured wounds.. 
For example in the chase, animals are often killed in the substance of whose 
hearts balls and well-marked cicatrices are met with, the results of former in- 
juries. Cases in which all the rational symptoms of wounds of the heart were 
manifest have, nevertheless, recovered, — that one so especially remarkable,- 
of a soldier, who died sis years after recovering from a wound of the heart, 
and in whom a bullet was found imbedded in the substance of the right ven- 
tricle, near its apex, covered in part by the pericardium ; all these prove the 
correctness of this opinion." As regard the time during which life may be pro- 
longed after the wound, he adds, ** A number of instances might be cited 
in which, after wounds of the entire thickness of the wall of the right ventri- 
,cle, patients have survived through three, four, five, six, eight, and fourteei^ 
days; and of the left ventricles, five hours ; other cases, in which both ventri- 
cles were wounded, have survived from five to twenty days.** In relation to 
their diagnosis, he adds, ** It is difficult to establish, because the symptoma 
are rarely combined (riunis) ; and it is this uncertainty which causes us to mis- 
take the cure of a considerable number of penetrating wounds of this organ* 
It is not the less certain, however, that their cure is possible^" Senac, Mor- 
gagni, and others, have expressed the same opinion. We have been surprised 
to find so few cases recorded in the books; and we have derived but little 
information from surgeons of large experience. Dr. Vandervoort has kindly 
furnished us with two cases of gun-shot wounds, from the Edinburgh Journal, 
in one of which the ventricle was perforated and the ball found in the pericar- 
dium ; patient survived fourteen days, without any marked symptoms of dis- 
turbance about the breast ; in the other case, a wound of the auricle by a pis- 
tol ball, patient survived forty-four hours. A very interesting case of lacer- 
ated wound of the heart, furnished us by Dr. J. D. B. Stillman, was intended 
for publication in the present No., but has been crowded out We hope that 
these remarks upon a subject of great interest, may be the means of exciting 
to fitfther investigation into the history of all cases hitherto recorded. 

J.G.A. 

Consiriciion of the Jatr.— We have lately received a letter from Dr. W. 
E. Johnston, President of th^^merican Medical Society in Paris, on the sub- 
ject of a Thesis recently presented for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, by 
Mr. Sarazin, Chirurgien, Aide-Major at the Military Hospital at Val de Grace, 
Paris; a copy of said Thesis having been forwarded, by the same oppor- 
tunity, to Prof. Mott Dr. Johnston remarks, ^ The facts as regards the Amer- 
ican operations were principally furnished by myself; and I am happy to add,, 
that, for once, justice is done by a Frenchman to American originality in sur- 
gery." The Thesis is before us, occupying forty-six pages quarto, being a 
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complete treatise on the ** carutrietion des machoireSf" its causes and treat- 
ment M. Sarazin awards to Prof. Mott the honor of hafing performed the first 
s«ceessftil operation on record ; this was published in the American Jonmal 
of Medical Sciences, for NoTember, 1829; he also alludes to fifteen other 
cases, operated on by the tune surgeon with success. Velpeai, in the first 
edition of his M^cine Operatoire, published in 1832, makes no allnsi<m to 
this operation ; but in his second edition, published in 1839 he does ample jus- 
tice to Prof. Mott Malgaigne, however, in his M^cine Operatoire, published 
in 1834, alludes to this method as completely successful M. Velpeau has 
fallen into a strange error in describing the instrument invented by Prof. Mott 
to overcome the rigidity of the muscles and ligaments. He says, *^ M. Mott 
has devised an instrument which acts at once in the manner of a wedge, lever, 
and saw/* M. Sarazin cannot conceive how the instrument alluded to can act 
by sawing, and inquires if there had not been some other modification adapted 
by Prof. M. We have received a letter from Dr. M. on this subject, an ex- 
tract firom which we have bis permission to publisL 

Dear Doctor. — ^I have carefully read Dr. Johnston^s letter to me from Paris, 
received a few days since/ He is desirous of knowing from me, whether the 
instrument alluded to in the Thesis of M. Sarazin, combines the saw with the 
screw and lever principle. I cannot imagine how this could have been as- 
serted. I am certain that I have never so described it, and it can never be 
required in these operations. Hundreds who have seen me use it at the Clin- 
iques, can testifjr that no saw was ever connected with it, or required to be 
used. At the tmie I had the instrument constructed, I certainly supposed that 
it was a new invention^ and continued of that opmion for several years. At 
the suggestion of some one, I was induced to look into Scultetus' Armamen- 
tarium Uhirurgicum, where I found an admirable deliBeation of it ; since which 
r3riod, I have uniformly mentioned to my classes, all the facts in relation to it 
did, therefore, claim the instrument, and still claim the operation as my own. 
I certainly never heard nor read of any thing of the kind, up the time of my 
first operation. * * * * I think now that there will be novelty and inter- 
est in my chapter on this subject, from the great number of cases upon which 
I have operated. But of this, hereafter, 

De. Adams. Yours, truly, V. MOTT. 

We are happy of the opportunity of having this matter cleared up by the 
letter of our distinguished fellow-citizen, who is admitted by all authorities to 
have done more for operative surgery thiqi any other living member of the 
profession, in this or other countries. The mistake, probably, originated from 
the term saw having been mistaken for screw. J. G. A. 

Academy of Medicine. — ^The March meeting was well attended, and rendered 
interesting by the reading of memoirs of Dr. J. A. Swett by Dr. McCready, 
and of Dr. McNevin by Dr. W. W. Jones. Those Fellows deserve the 
thanks of the Academy for having discharged the duties assigned them so 
promptly and so well. We trust that their good example may stimulate those 
long since appointed to a similar service, to discharge this religious duty at 
the earliest possible period. At the April meeting, papers will be read, by Dr. 
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Bock, ** On the treatment of badly united fiactores of the thigh ; and by Dr. J. 
W. Green, ** On the effect of corare poison, as illastrated by experiments on ani- 
mals.'' We learn that the eommittee ^*on the employment of injections of 
nittate of silyer into tiie bronchial and tnberenlar carities," will be soon pre- 
pared to report. 

Personal, — Onr remarks in the March No., upon the censors appointed 
by the State Medical Society, to attend examination of candidates, having 
been misconstmed, it is proper to state that they were intended to be applied 
to the manner in which they (the censors) were appointed (by open nomination 
during the hurry and confusion attendant upon the last moments of the meet- 
ing) ; and not to the indhndiuils So appointed, many of whom, as is well known, 
are among our personal fHends. The regularly elected censors of the South- 
em Dis^ict were, of course, not intended. We are in favor of rigid exan^- 
nations, and consider that the possession of a good moral character should, 
especially, be insisted on ; which is knovni not to be the case under the present 
system. A board of censors, duly elected by the Academy of Medicine and 
the Coonty Medical Sodety, would, with ihe State censors, in our judgment 
«' fymi all the indications." J. G. A. 

Erratum. — ^In Dr. Fisher's communication, p. 215, twenty-fourth line, for 
** the cases bear no resemblance," read " the cases bear a resemblance." 

^itlingropliirfll Sntra, 

Report of ihe Sanitary Commission of New Orleans^ on the Epidemic^ 
Yellow Fever of 1853 ; published by authority of the City Councir 
of New Orleans. ,N. Orleans: 1864. pp. 642. 

Thb duty of investigating the different subjects referred to this Com- 
mission was discharged by Drs. Anson and McNeill, Dr. Riddell, Dr. 
Simonds, and Dr. Barton ; and the result is a volume unsurpassed in ex- 
tent and variety of information respecting yellow fever, which reflects 
great credit both on the city which originated it and the physicians who 
have executed it By far the most extended and elaborate of the sepa- 
rate Reports is that by Dr. Edward H. Barton, to whom was assigned the 
arduous duty of making " a thorough examination into the Sanitary Con- 
dition of New Orleans^ and of all agents and causes influencing it 
during the present and previous years, and to suggest whatever in the 
evidence of the Commissioners would tend to improve and preserve the 
health of this Metropolis^ This report, which occupies about two hun- 
dred and fifty pages, is illustrated by charts and tables, drawn up with 
great care, and embodies an amount of information which will be sought 
for in vain elsewhere. The range of his labors extends through all the 
realms of the yellow-fever zone, in both South and North Americas, and 
the West Indies. The conclusion to which Dr. B. arrives as to the causo 
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of yellow fever is, that " the emanations arising from the upturning and 
exposure of the original soil in the summ^ season^ together with filthy 
under certain determinate conditions, has been the main, if not the spe- 
cial cause^ of every epidemic yellow fever that has ravaged not only this 
dty {New Orleans) hut the Southwestern part of the United States, for 
more than half a century, ^^ The causes of endemic yellow fever he con- 
siders to be the same, differing only in degree — ^varying only in ex- 
tent of prevalence, and sometimes in malignancy ; while a lesser cause 
of the same materials produces bilious and periodic fevers so that the 
difference between bilious and yellow f^ers exists in degree only. Two 
principles are thought to have been settled by the Commission : that 
jellow fever is, and alwavs has been, a preventable disease ; ^d that the 
presence of two general hygeinic conditions are absolutely indispensable 
to the origination and transmission of the disease — one of these atmos- 
pheric, the other terrene — both of which must meet in combination to 
produce the resnlt According to the report of Dr. Barton, the total 
number of cases of yellow fever in New Orleans during 1863 was 
29,020, of which number 8,100 died, being 27.91 per cent, or 1 in 
-3.58, a mortality less in proportion to the number f>f cases than has ever 
occurred in a great and malignant epidemic yellow fever. Fourteen 
physicians and more than thirty apothecaries fell victims to the dis- 
ease, in the discharge of their respective duties. The subjects assigned' 
to the associates of Dr. Barton were an inquiry into the origin and 
mode of transmission or propagation of the disease, the subject of sewer- 
age and common drains, <j^c., and the subject of quarantine ; on each of 
^ich reports were made, which afford matter of interest, but of which 
our limits will allow of no further notice at present 

• WTiat to Observe at the Bed-side and after Death in Medical Oases. • 
Published under the authority of the London Medical Society of Ob- 
servation. Second American, from the second and enlarged London 
edition. Philadelphia : Blanchard & Lea, 1855. pp. 228. 
The favorable opinion entertained of this work in our notice of the 
first edition of it, two years ago, is fully sustained by the fact that 
another edition has been so soon called for. The whole of the work has 
been carefully revised, and a section on Treatm^ent introduced. The 
members of the committee who drew up the former edition were — ^Drs. 
Walshe, Jenner, Snow, Beck, Hare, and Ballard. They have been assist- 
ed in preparing the present one by Drs. Reynolds and Lionel Beale, and 
Mr. Moms — a list of names which is a guarantee of care and accuracy in 
its preparation. We recommend it to those not feuniliar with it, as a 
work calculated to afford much aid in the observation and registering of 
cases, and well worthy of a place on the table, where it can always be at 
hand for daily use. 
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Change of Lif$ in Woman. — Ahuse of the ^eculum. — Injury to the 
morale of the Sex. 
De. Joseph Parrish, late of Burlington, N. J., now of Philadelphia, 
has recently published in the " New Jersey Medical Reporter," of which 
he was formerly one of the Editors, a series of Essays on ** The Change 
o( Life in Womw." His remarks on this topic are characterized by 
such sterling and practical good sense, that we could wish to see them 
laid before the whole profession, not only in this but other countries. 
We are sorry to present them in a mutilated form, owing to our usual 
want of space ; but we ask for them the special attention of our readers. 
—[Eds.] 

It is a curious fact, that in cases where the menses are arrested by 
disease, the moral and mental phenomena are not perverted, as they are 
when a natural cause interrupts their regular appearance. It is true the 
brain may be oppressed and the countenance aejected ; and there may 
be pain, or a sense of weight and fullness in the head, perhaps. And 
whue all these symptoms indicate a near sympathetic relation between 
the brain and the uterus, they present a modification which strikingly 
indicates the line between organic disease or disturbance, and the ner- 
vous or, as we have already c^led it, the telegraphic power, which main- 
tains a relation or intercourse between the two. 

In amenorrhoea, for example, depending upon an atonic state of the 
system, or perhap the result of cold or other accident, we see neither the 
morbid taste, which is exhibited in pregnancy, for strange and disgusting 
food, or none of the exquisite apprenensions which .are constantly agitat- 
ing the mind of the matron, as she approaches the last " critical period," 
peculiar to her sex. It will not be denied we think, by any one of expe- 
rience who has closelj observed the psvchical expressions of the female 
under the various manifestations of utenne disturbance, whether natural 
or morbid, that the brain maintains a nearer sympathetic relation with 
the generative system than any other organ of the body, with, perhaps, 
the exception of the stomach, which also participates largely in the dis- 
turbances induced through the nervous system. If it were not so, we 
might reasonably expect to find engorgement of the liver as well as of 
the brain, in the event of a suppression of the catamenia. We should 
expect our patients to refer to the hypochondriac region as often as to the 
cerebral, as the seat of uneasiness. And we see no reason why the con- 
tiguity of the bladder, the kidneys, or the bowels, might not render them 
as liable to take on sympathetic action, if it was not that the brain was 
ordained the guardian of that particular system of organs which refers to 
the production of intelligent beings. We must be careful not to lose 
flight, at this juncture, of the fact that since the womb has been an ac- 
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tive organ — the mind, perhaps, was never more capable of exerting it& 
po;sirer8, and the womb was never less so. Now, it may seem strange to 
dwell upon this fact, and ^et it is considered one of importance, and is 
presented here thus prommently to secure the attention of the reader to 



the idea offered in Essay No. 1, to wit, that " wolnan should learn to 
welcome rather than to fell this change ;" and that it is the office of the 
physician at such a period " not to alarm, but to encourage and support ** 
nis patient To welcome the cessation of a natunU, periodical, and 
healthy discharge may seem difficult To beUeve that, from a certain 
time of life, it would be unnatural and unhealthy for it to continue, afler 
at least thirty years of regular recurrence, may seem difficult That such 
an entire and positive revolution should occur in the fetnale constitutioDy 
without leaving traces of disease and causing suffering, maf also ae^n 
difficult to realize. But the mind must be disciplined into the service ; 
the woman must rise above her apprehensions, and the thoughtful physi- 
cian hold up her hands and rive her a cheerfiil, onward bidding. 

The experience of the wnter with this class of patients has not been 
inconsiderable. It has been his privilege to attend many females, of 
strong and cultivated intelligence, safely through this period, by the sim- 
ple expedient referred to — ^keeping the mind, as it were, above the womb 
— ^the thoughts above disease — the hopes bevond danger ; and it has been 
his happy lot to see many cross the line without appreh9nsion, and henc« 
without suffering. True, if there is disease in the system lurking there, 
in anticipation of laying hold of a debilitated, enervated organ upon 
which to expend its ravages, no mental effort can restrain its power. 
This we have often seen ; and perhaps no physician has ever watched 
over the last days of a patient, writhing in the pains of cancer of the 
womb, and forgotten the hours of suffering in which his skill has flailed 
to alleviate, and his sympathy been unable to soothe. But we have to 
do with the thousand and one ailments that are the result of morbid fear 
or groundless apprehension, and which, it is asserted, may be prevented 
by bringing to bear the mental powers of the individual herself. 

Let us present a case. A lady offers herself for treatment For a few 
months she has menstruated irregularly. Sometimes the discharge has 
been abundant and sometimes scanty. Once or twice, perhaps, clotted 
blood has passed the vagina, and then again it has been deficient She 
hasiiad pain in the back and loins at some of her periods, and been free 
from it at others. The prescriber inquires about her previous habits of 
life, and finds that she has borne chilc&en, and has had no more than she 
could have expected of the common ills and sufferings of life. He finds 
that she is on the shady side of forty ; and if he be a man who is moved 
by sinister motives, dishonest and extortionate, who makes a trade of his 
profession, and boasts of his success, he begins in this wise : '* You are 
approaching the critical time of life ; your womb is extremely irritable ; 
it IS verv feeble, and you are liable to sudden and dangerous hemorrhage. 
If you do not allow me to prescribe for you regularly till vou pass tSis 
fearful crisis, I cannot be responsible for the issue. All this clotted 
blood probably comes from some organic change in the structures of the 
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uterus : it may be the commencement of a cancer, which I can arrest by 
caustic ; or possibly there is a polypus, or some more dangerous foreign 
body in your womb, which wiU require to be extirpated." An hour is 
appointed for a visit ; the speculum and the dreaded case of instruments, 
• with all the paraphernalia incident to this species of auackery, are dis- 
played. The womb is exposed to view. Females who nave never before 
seen the organ, are now quietly indulged with a sight, and erudite expla- 
nations whispered into their ears, and then their testimony secured to 
sustain the opinion of the animal who conducts the examination, that it is 
a " dreadful sight to behold." Syringes are now brought forth, and dex- 
terously used ; and then appliances of various kinds recommended, none 
of which, perhaps, will do harm or good ; and in the course of nature the 
discharge soon ceases. The patient is free from her apprehensions, and 
goes from neighbor to neighbor to laud the skill of the being who has 
miracidously saved her from death, while he appropriates a large fee to 
the feeding of his self-satisfaction and false dignity. 

Such is the road to fortune. Who will follow it ? Many have. Cases 
of this kind have frequently come under the observation of the writer. 
But how much more judicious to say to a patient under these circum- 
stances : — " This is the time of life to expect a change. You could not 
menstruate much longer without danger, because it would be unnatural. 
Nature is very kind ; she wishes you to be healthy and happy during the 
remainder of your days; and you cannot be, without this monthly flow 
ceases. K the discharge is at any time excessive, rest on your bed or 
couch till it moderates. Take your ordinary food regularly, and as boun- 
tifully as is your habit, being careful not to offend your digestive system, 
or allow the regular action of your bowels to be interrupted. If you feel 
any more unpleasant symptoms, consult your physician ; but, as an in- 
telligent woman, remember that this change is for your good — and do 
not allow meddling nurses or officious doctors to convince you to the 
contrary ; for * the truth is not in them,' unless it maybe more charitably 
said, that their ignorance has called them out' on a truant errand, and 
made them fit subjects for the wise injunction, * Beware of presumptuous 
sins.'" 

The speculum practice, per «e, is unobjectionable ; but the speculum 
specialty^ as at present used, is a monster in the profession. A delicate, 
sensitive female, laid upon her back, her knees drawn up, and a valvular, 
or conical, or any other kind of tube, passed to the full extent of her va- 
gina, with the light of a candle, or the direct rays of the sun, brought to 
bear upon the tube, and concentrated in a focus upon her womb, is an 
outrage upon her sex and an indignity to the medical profession, unless 
in cases rendering it absolutely necessary. The mental and moral shock 
alone produced by such a course, particularly in a young unmarried fe- 
male, is sufficient to produce a train of symptoms that may demand pro- 
fessional interference ; and it has been often a question whether the in- 
jury done to the morale of the sex by such a system, has not greatly 
overbalanced the phjrsical advantages resulting from the unwarranted use 
of the instrument. — New Jersey Medical Reporter. 

VOL, IV. HO, 7. 21 
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Domestic Intelligence. Colleges. — ^The annual commeQcement of the * 
Crosby street Collie occurred on the 15th March, when the Degree of M. D. 
was conferred by Vice-President Cock upon thirty-six candidates ; young men 
of fine appearance and high intelligence. Besides these, twelve were admitted 
at the Fall examination, making forty-four for the year. The Vice President 
delivered an appropriate address. The oration, pronounced by Prof. J. M. 
Smith, was full of sound wisdom and instruction, truly parental in its charac- 
ter. Among other good advice, he recommended early matrimony, without 
any reservation. We beg leave to dissent fr6m the advice of our leaned 
friend on this subject ; we would, from our experience and observation, say to 
a young graduate, *^ Get married as early as you have any reasonable prospect 
of ability to support a wife. If your circumstances are moderate, unless you 
can persuade an heiress to marry you, beware ; better remain without consola- 
tion for a few years, than that yourself and wife should die of starvation." 
Our friend will excuse this criticism. A Thesis, by Mr. Dr^^er, *' On fiitty 
degeneration of the Heart," was recommended for publication. The Spring 
Course of Lectures commences on the 9th of April, to continue nine 
weeks. Lectures by Professors Watts, Parker, Gil man, Clark, and Dalton, 
Asst. Professor Elliot, with Dr. Lidell ; there will be, as usual, three weekly 

cliniques, by Professors Parker, Watts and Clark^ Gil man and Elliot The 

University Medical College held its commencement. on the 7th March; the de- 
gree of M. D. was conferred by Rev. Chancellor Ferris on one hundred and 
six graduates; adding seven degrees conferred at the July commencement, 
makes a total of one hundred and thirteen for the year. The annual oration 
was delivered by Professor W. H. Van Buren. We regret that, owing to the 
meeting of the Academy of Medicine occurring on the same evening, we were, 
with many others, prevented from attending. The Spring Course comm^iced 
on the 19th of March, to continue until the 1st of October. Lecturers, Drs. 
Isaacs, Hutchinson, Finnell, Aylett, and Weber ; five cliniques each week, by 

Professors Mott, Bedford, Metcalfe, Van Buren, and Post The New York 

Medical College [Dr. Green's] held its commencement on the 2d March. De- 
grees were conferred upon twenty-eight graduates and four Doctors of Medi- 
cine. We have not met with any account of the proceedings. We trust that 
at the commencement of the winter course. Dr. II. Green may be able to 
state with more truth than on the last occasion (Oct 18th), that in proof of 
the hiffh qualifications of their graduates, *^ an unusually large number have 
been able to obtain positions in our public institutions, the army and the navy^ 
&e., [see " Daily Times," Oct 19.] The returns from the medical boards of 
the army and navy up to that period show that bvi one graduate (Dr. Bernard 
J. D. Irwin, of N. Y.), has ever been received from the New York Medical 
College into the army list, and that not one graduate from that College has 
been received into the navy list ! There will be four weekly cliniques by 
Professors Camochan, Davis, E. H. Parker, and Barker.— iV, York Hospi- 
tal. From the annual report, it appears that 3,680 patients have received 
the benefits of this institution during the year, and 260 at the Bloomingdale 
Asylum. Total receipts and expenditures $209,580 35, $92,000 of which was 
from special subscriptions for the enlargement of the Hospital and Asylum ; 
for which objects there were expended this year the sums of $55,980 aad 
$39,151 76 respectively. Property to amount of about $16,000 has been 
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devised to the institation by Mr. James Arden Ivere, of Rockland Co., N. Y. 
In eonseouenoe of his once having been an inmate of a hospital in the West 
Indies, where he was well treated, he determined to bequeath all his property 
to a hospital ; and his example is worthy of imitation. £7 a strange omission, 
no mention is made in the Report of the death of Dr. Swett, who served the 
' institation faithfully for twelve years ; nor of the resignation of the Treasurer, 
whose services extended over a period of thirty-six years. The new south 
wing will be inaugurated durinffthe present month, oy an address from Ih*. 
J. IkL Smith, Senior Physician. l)rs. Smith and Watson have been appointed 

delegates to the American Medical Associf^ion. The Woman^s Hospital 

Assoeiation has been orraiized temporarily, by the appointment of the follow- 
ing officers : Mrs. David Codwise, 1st Directress ; Mrs. Wm. B. Astor, 2d 
Directress ; Mrs. Dr. Valentine Mott, 3d Directress ; Mrs. Jacob Le Roy, 
Treasiurer ; Mrs. Horace Webster, Secretary ; with thir^ managers. Surgeon, 
J. Marion Sims, M.D. Consulting Surgeons, A. H. Stevens, M.D., Valentine 
Mott, M.D. Consuliing Physicians, J. W. Francis, M.D., bdward Delafield, 
M. D. The managers nave published an appeal to the public for assistance, 
to enable them to erect a hospital to accommodate five hundred patients. 
They state that their ^ special object is, to afford accommodation and appro- 
priate treatment to a clas^ of poor women not otherwise provided for in our 
noble city." Here we are sorry to differ with them ; it is well known that many 
such cases are always under treatment, both in the City and Bellevue Hospi- 
tals ; when the new south wing of the former institution shall have been opened, 
there will be ample accommodation for all, as that building will be specially 
devoted to surgical cases, and will afford accommodations for two hundred and 
fifty patients, male and female. The Women's Hospital in Soho square, London, 
contains less than thirty beds, and this institution is much embarrasiaed as re- 
gards its means of support. To attempt, then, the erection of a hospital for 
five hundred patients of this class, in this city, would seem to be a vain effort. 
We understand that a house has been procured in the neighborhood of Dr. 
Sims* residence, which will in a short time be prepared for the reception of 
paliaits. We heartily wish Dr. Sims success in his philanthropic enterprise, 
bat, at the same time, would express the hope that he will be governed by 
wise councils in all his measures.— —/feoZ^ Officer. Dr. R. H. Thompson, of Al- 
bany, was last week chosen Health Officer of the Port of New York, for a term 

of two years, by a very close vote. Transactions of State Medical Society, 

We learn, from good authority, that the paper recently read before this Soci- 
ety by Dr. H. Green, and which was ordered for publication, has been rejected 
by the Committee of Publication.— iV. Y, CoUege of Pharmacy. Officers for 
1855 : President, John Meakim ; 1st Vice President, W. J. Olliffe; 2d do., G. 
D. Coggeshall ; 3d do., E. Dupuy ; Treasurer, J. S. Aspinwall ; Secretary, J. 
T- Maxwell, and nine managers. 

TFeeWy Mortality. Ciry. — For the week ending March 3rd, 1866, 532 : — 
Consumption, 71; apoplexy, 9; congestion of brain, 10; infiammation of 
brain, 13; dysentery, 7; diarrhcBa, 8; pneumonia, 67; croup, 20; scarlet 
fever, 29; measles, 4; typhus fever (including "typhoid"), 30. For the 
toeek eliding March loih, 491 : — Consumption, 68; apoplexy, 4; congestion of 
brain, 7 ; inflammation of brain, 8 ; dysentery, 4 ; diarrhoea, 6 ; pneumonia, 32 ; 
croup, 9 ; scarlet fever, 27 ; measles, 3 ; typhus fever (including ** typhoid "), 
33. For the week eliding March Vllh, 616 : — Consumption, 96; apoplexy, 6 ; 
congestion of brain, 7 ; infiammation of brain, 6 ; dysentery, 7; diarrhoea, 14; 
pneumonia, 44; croup, 16 ; scarlet fever, 20; measles, 6 ; typhus fever (inclu- 
mg " typhoid *0> 31. For the week ending March 24/ft, 466 :^Consumption, 
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65; apoplexy, 6; congestion of brain, 11 ; inflammation of brain, 10; dysen- 
tery, 3; diarrhoea, 10; pneumonia, 40; cronp, 17; scarlet fever, 25; measles, 
0; typhus fever (including ** typhoid '*)» l^* ^(^ «««^ ending March ZlU^ 
493 :— Phthisis, 66 ; convulsions, 38 ; scarlatioa, 107 ; typhus, 15 ; measles, 
16; marasmus, 27; croup, 15; bronchitis, 12. 

Meteorological Observations since the eighth week of 1855, ending February 
24th {continued from the last number of the Medical Times). 



The above table confirms the practical deductions under the head of Me- 
teorological Observations, in the last number of this journal. J. P. L- 



HECROLOCT. 



Died at Ward's Island, N. Y., of typhus fever, De. Rudd, one of the resi- 
dent physicians. In Delaware county. Pa., Dr. Charles Luckers, set 62. 

At Newark, N. J., on the 7th March, Dr. Richard B. Kip, set 24 At 

Philadelphia, on Uth March, Dr. John S. Lester, set 56. ^Near Boston, 

on 12th March, Dr. Wm. Thoruton Parker, «et 37. At Baltimore, on 

16th March, Dr. Ashton Alexander, sat 85. At Hartford, on 14th March, 

Dr. Geo. Leo Wolf, aet 40, late of New York. At La Fayette, la., re- 
cently. Dr. E. Demikg, aet 58, late Professor of Pathology, Anatomy, and 

Clinical Medicine, in University of Missouri. At Plattsville, W. T., recently, 

Dr. John Bbvars, est. 71, Assistant Surgeon of the U. S. Army, during the 

war of 1812. At Cambridge, Mass., on 25th March, Dr, Hurd, set 69. 

At Nancy, France, in January, M. Bracoknot, an eminent physician of that 

city. At Toulouse, France, M. Vieuerie, a distinguished physician and 

surgeon. In February, at his seat, at Burnley Hall, Norfolk, Efng., Joseth 

Hume, M. R. C. 8., apt 78, leader of the reform party in Great Britain. 

On 11th January, at Durham, Enff., John Ralph Fenwick,M. D., set. 93. 

At Paris, on 1st March, Geo. Loms Dttvernoy, Professor of Com]yu«tive 

Anatomy, at the Jardin des Plantes, sat. 78. At Paris, France, on 4th Blarch, 

of acute peritonitis, Richard S. Eissam, aet. 20, son of Dr. R. S. Eassam of 
this city ; a youth of high promise, who, after a winter of most aasidnouH 
devotion to his medical studies in Paris, was making arrangements to return 
to the bosom of his family. We sincerely sympathize with them in their deep 
sorrow. 
" Eheu ! quasi flos egreditur, et conteritar, et fagit velut umbra juvenis !** 
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Remarks on the Treatment of Pneumonia. By John T. AIetcalfk, 
M. D., Prof. Inst and Practice of Medicine, University Medical 
College. 

DuRiKo my term of service at tlie New York Hospital, extending 
from the 1st of January, 1855, to the 1st of April, there entered the 
Medical wards twelve cases of pneumonia, abstracts of which I here 
append. 

Case L — ^Thos. Cassidy, SBt 23, seaman ; entered the Hospital Feb- 
ruary 2d, having, four days previously, been taken with chill, stitch in left 
side, and cough, followed by febrile reaction, dyspnoea, thirst, and ano- 
rexia. Symptoms marked on admission : — ^Pulse 116 ; respiration 28 ; 
skin hot ; cheeks suffused. With the cough there was free expectora- 
tion of viscid mucus, stained brownish by blood. Percussion over the 
lower portion of each lung was dull. On the right side, near the middle 
of the chest, there were bronchial respiration, broncophony, and crepi- 
tant rhonchus. Wet cups to the right side ; mixture of Spts. of Minde- 
rerus and Ipecac. 

Feb. 5. — ^Pulse 72 ; furred coat disappearing from the tongue, which 
is moist ; skin cool; soft, perspiring ; dullness on percussion less marked ; 
expectoration of aerated whitish mucus in abundance. Subcrepitant 
rhonchus ; bronchial respiration indistinct ; appetite good. Cease medi- 
cine. From this time there was no impediment to recovery, which was 
complete in two weeks from the time of admission. 

Case II. — Feb, 5, John Tiemey, »t 26, seaman. Admitted for 
malarious cachexia, consequent on chronic remittent fever, contracted 
while working on the Isthmus of Panama. He suffered from great de- 
bility, had a white, waxy skin, and enlarged spleen. The usual treat- 
ment by quinine, iron, and nourishing food, was prescribed. 

VOL. IV. MO. 8. 22 
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Feb. 11th. Without obvious exposure, was taken with the u6ual 
prodromata of phlegmasise, with cough, dyspnoea, and pain in the side. 
12th; At visit his tongue was dry and coated ; pulse 96, respiration, 36 ; 
skin hot There was but little expectoration. On percussion, the left 
chest was dull : over its lower three-fourths, posteriorly, were crepitant 
rhonchus, bronchial respiration, bronchophony. To have wet cups to the 
side, and Stokers Expectorant. 13 th. Persistance of the above phenom- 
ena, with presence of well-marked, rusty-colored sputa. Dyspnoea in- 
creased; prostration, as from the beginning, very considerable. For 
four days there was not much change in the symptoms, except that the 
expectoration became very abundant, amounting to a pint in the course 
of the night, and being of whitish, aerated mucus, without the pneumo- 
nitic tinge. The phjrsical signs, after this, changed to those of univer- 
sally diffused bronchitis ; the dullness subsiding, and the rhonchi noted 
being replaced by the sonorous, sibilant, and subcrepitant On several 
occasions he was threatened with suffocation by the profuse bronchial 
8e(»*etioD, nothing seeming to relieve him^ but strong emetics of sul- 
phate of zinc and sulphate of copper. These had the effect of unload- 
ing the air-tubes, and of removing the great dyspnoea which had pre- 
ceded their administration. During this time he was supported by milk 
punch, beef tea, and occasionally by the carbonate of ammonia. ^ 

Feb. 20. General condition much improved, but still suffers from 
occasional paroxysms of dyspnoea, and has, constantly, a pulse of more 
than a hundred ; takes his food and stimulus very well. Feb. 22. About 
this date, there was an aggravation of the symptoms, and a change in 
the expectoration, which became again rusty-colored and viscid. He was 
put upon the use of Flummer's Fill, of which he took one every four 
hours. Counter-irritation to the left chest was applied, but there was no 
material amendment in the case. Although the pneumonitic expectora- 
tion ceased in a day or two, the excessive secretion from the bronchial 
tubes continued, and on the 5th of March, twenty-two days from the 
origin of his pneumonia, he died. Permission was not given to inspect 
the body. 

Case III. — Feb. 6. Charles Coates, set 1 9, currier. Four days before 
admission, had been attacked with the symptoms detailed in Case I. At 
visit, skin hot and dry; tongue coated; pulse 120; respiration 32; 
cough, attended with pain in side, and expectoration of viscid, rusty 
mucus. The pneumonia, as shown by dullness on percussion, bronchial 
respiration, and broncophony, existed at the lower posterior half of the 
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lefk lung. Wet cups to left sidij Spts. of Mindererus and Ipecac. Feb. 
8. Pulse 108 ; respiratioii 48 ; tongue moist, coated ; skin soft, and 
slightly perspiring ; expectoration as above. Feb. 12. Dullness on percus* 
flion less marked; broncopbony and bronchial respiration replaced, 
almost entirely, by sibilant and subcrepitant rhonchus. Expectoration 
bronchitic ; appetite good. Convalescent. 

Casi rV. — Feb. 8. William Straup, set 19, butcher. Six days be- 
fore admission was taken ill with symptoms and expectoration such as 
have been already described in the last case. At the visit, his pulse was 
96 ; respiration 84 ; skin warm and perspiring; tongue moist and coated ; 
not mudi cough, and but little expectoration, which latter was viscid, 
but not rusty. Dullness on percussion, posteriorly, over middle third of 
left lutag, where were also heard bronchial respiration, and broncophony. 
Wet cups to left side^ over teat of dullness. No medicine. Feb. 20. 
Discharged cured. 

Case V. — Feh. 10. William Smith, set 22, pilot Eight days previ- 
ously had been seized, after exposure to cold and wet, with the symptoms 
described in Case L On examination, pulse 84, weak ; respiration 44 ; 
skin warm and dry ; great debility ; cough ; pain in side ; viscid, rusty 
expectoration ; dullness, posteriorly, over nearly the whole of left chest ; 
bronchial respiration, and broncophony, with coarse, crepitant rhonchus* 
Wet cups to left side, tartar emetic, gr. \ every 3 hmrs. 

The medicine was continued for two days, when he was ordered to 
abstain from every thing but food. His appetite returned, convalescence 
commenced and went steadily on, so that he was discharged, cured, 
on the 20th February. 

Case VL — Feh. 13. John Rample, set 85, oysterman. Eight days 
previously, had suffered from an attack of delirium tremens, with pneu- 
moma, for which he had been copiously bled. I could not learn what 
medicines he had taken. At visit, he was found suffering greatly from 
dyspnoea ; pulse rapid and very weak ; wandering in mind, but able to 
give an account of himself when sharply spoken to ; the whole right 
diest, anteriorly and posteriorly, was flat on percussion ; crepitant rhon- 
chus, bronchial respiration, and broncophony everywhere audible on 
this side ; puerile respiration and subcrepitant r&le on left side. With 
the cough, occasional rusty-colored sputa. Ordered milk punch, herf 
tea, and carbonate of ammonia. On the day after, he died. At the 
autopsy, there was found complete solidification of the right lung, the 
upper portion being of an ashy gray color, the lower lobe red. 
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Cask VII. — Fehrvxiry 15. — ^Barney Lynch, set 22 ; boatman. Eight 
days before entrance had been taken with cough, pain in side, headache, 
fever, dyspnoea, and loss of appetite. There had been some expectoration 
with the cough, but of its character he could not give an account At 
visit, pulse 96, respiration 36; dyspnoea marked ; skin hot; cheeks in- 
jected ; tongue moist and coated. On percussion, lower three-fourths^ 
posteriorly, of left lung were dull; over whole chest to base, on this 
side, bronchial respiration and broncophony very near the ear; no crepi- 
tation ; on right side, posteriorly, there was dullness at lower portion of 
lung, with feeble vesicular murmur ; anteriorly, the respiratory murmur 
puerile. 

Spirits of Minderertis, — No other medicine was necessary. In a 
week his appetite returned and he was able to sit up. From this time 
his convalescence was uninterrupted, and in a month from admission he 
was discharged cured. 

Case VITL — February 11. — John McFarland, at 47; peddler. 
One week previously had been seized, after a chill, with pain in right 
side, fever and cough with rusty viscid expectoration. At visit, pulse 
96 ; respiration 40 ; skin warm ; tongue dry, brown ; troublesome coiigh 
with but little expectoration not characteristic in appearance; much 
prostrated ; over lower half of right lung, posteriorly, dullness on per- 
cussion, crepitant rhonchus, bronchial respiration and broncophony. Wei 
cups to right sidfi. Stokers Expectorant. February 22. — Pulse 80; 
respiration 28 ; tongue moist and cleaner ; expectoration of viscid, rusty 
colored sputa, copious. Physical signs as above. It was found neces- 
sary to continue the treatment of this patient, by giving nutritious food 
and stimulus to meet the prostration which increased for some days. 
No medicine was prescribed, except the expectorant, with an occasional 
Dover's Powder, at bed time, to relieve the distressing cough. Milk 
punch, with carbonate of ammonia, seemed to promote expectoration. 
His pulse kept below 70 after the 26th. As the pneumonia sub^ded at 
the base of the lung it extended towards the summit, where it was well 
recognized on the 20th March. With this extension there was no cox^ 
stitutional excitement The patient sleeps well, has an appetite for hia 
food, which is well digested, and is generally gaining strength. 
March 30. — Better and stronger ; cough nearly gone ; convalescent; is 
able to sit up all day, and to take his meals with the other patients at 
the common table. 

Cask IX. — February 22.-7-Pietro Barili, aet. 33 ; organ-grinder* 
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Eight days before entrance was taken with chill, pain in side, cough, 
and febrile symptoms. The cough was accompanied by the rusty- 
<5olored, viscid expectoration, which was marked at the Jime of the first 
visit. His pulse was then 92 ; respiration 82 ; the face of a dusky livid 
hue ; the lips covered with herpetic eruption ; prostration very great. 
Over the lower posterior portion of each lung, more marked on the 
right than on the left side, were dullness on percussion, crepitant rhon- 
<chus, bronchial respiration and broncophony. No medicine was 
deemed necessary. He was freely supplied with milk punch and beef 
teOj with the stimulating expectorant mixture, and in one week was.so 
well as to be able to sit up in bed. His appetite returned to its natural 
condition, and no symptom of disease other than a slight amount of 
•debility remained. 

Case X. — February 22. — John Coughlin, at. 19 ; longshoreman, 
had been seized, five days before admission, with a chill, followed by 
fever, pain in side, cough and expectoration. On admission, tongue 
moist and furred ; eyes suffused ; skin hot and dry ; pulse 108 ; respira- 
tion 24 ; cough with aerated mucous expectoration, mixed with rusty- 
colored, viscid sputa ; over lower half of left lung there was dullness 
on percussion, crepitant rhonchus, bronchial respiration, very marked in 
character, and broncophony. On account of the great debility of this 
patient and the considerable febrile reaction, he was put on small doses 
of the spirits of Mindererus and ipecac, for three days, with farinaceous 
diet At the end of this time his symptoms had improved by the dimi- 
nution of fever, of cough, and of dyspnoea. He was then allowed more 
nourishing food, with the expectorant mixture, and on March 5th was 
discharged cured. 

Case XL — March 2. — ^Richard Welsh, set 38 ; boatman. Six days 
before admission had been seized with rigors, followed by stitch in left 
side, dyspnoea, fever and cough, with rusty colored, viscid sputa. At 
visit, pulse 96 ; respiration 36 ; cough troublesome, attended with aerated 
'bronchitic expectoration, and an occasional brownish, pneumonitic 
sputa ; skin hot and dry. Over lower half of left lung^ percussion dull ; 
abundant, crepitant r&le, with well-marked bronchial respiration and 
f>ronGophony. Solution of tartar emetic, containing one-eighth of a grain, 
tvery two hhure. March 8. — Medicine has been discontinued for last 
dree days. All the symptoms have nearly disappeared, except cough 
^nd expectoration, which have diminished so as to be trifling ; sits up ; 
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appetite good; pfaysical signs of bronchitis, with exception of very 
slight dullness on percussion over seat of pneumonia. 

Case XII. — March 10^. James Brown, set 25, steward of steamer^ 
was admitted with severe typhus fever, of which he had been ill one 
week. There was great prostration on entrance, with no signs or symp- 
toms of any other disease, except the secondary bronchitis so frequent 
in connection with typhus. 

The usual treatment, by proper nourishment and stimulus, was re- 
sorted to. There was no material change in his condition until the Idth,. 
when it was observed that there was a great aggravation of his pectoral 
trouble. The pulse was 120 ; respiration 86. Over the ward could be 
heard the loud tracheal rattie indicative of effusion into the air tubes. — 
With the cough, which was very troublesome, rusty colored, viscid ex- 
pectoration, with copious bronchitic aerated mucus, was seen. The chest 
was resonant oh percussion, except at the lower posterior half, on each 
side, where the dullness was well marked. Over the whole thorax were 
heard coarse subcrepitant r&les, except where dull percussion had been 
observed. Here, there was finer crepitation, with well-marked bronchial 
respiration, and broncophony. To relieve the threatened suffocation, 
which seemed imminent, emetics of sulphate of zinc were used, as in Case 
n. Their action was most satisfactory, the lungs being promptiy disgorg- 
ed of their accumulated secretions, and the dyspnoea relieved, without 
subsequent nausea or prostration of strength. For forty-eight hours, it 
was found necessary to resort to them, generally twice in the day. Dur- 
ing all this time, beef tea with milk punch and carbonate of ammonicL^ 
were regularly administered. His posture in bed was from time to time 
changed. March 15 th. Improved in every respect Coughs and ex- 
pectorates freely, dyspnoea less, strengtii better. Dullness over hepa- 
tized lung diminished ; coarse subcrepitant rhonchus audible at this por- 
tion of chest March 26. Discharged cured. 

Of the two fatal cases, one was fEurly moribund when first seen. It 
occurred in the person of a confirmed inebriate, and attacked the upper 
part of the lung, as is not unfrequently seen in the pneumonia of sufferers 
from delirium tremens. Treatment seemed to produce no good effect ; 
nor do I think venesection or calomel would have proved useful in the 
case (VI). 

The other &tal result (Case H.) was in tiie person of a man with com- 
pletely developed spanaemia, the result of a malarious fever of the Isth- 
mus, in whom the pulmonary infianmiation was complicated with uni- 
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versal bronchitisy and whose extremely prostrated state allowed notliing 
more heroic than calomel to be used. This seemed productive of no good, 
and he ultimately died of the secondary bronchitis. 

In the other cases, the treatment, with the exception of that which 
had reference to particular symptoms, was negative, so far as it was spe- 
cially addressed to the cure of the disease. Diet, repose, change of pos- 
ture, and relief by vomiting free accumulated bronchial mucus, constitu- 
ted the whole. 

It often occurs that patients enter the New York and Bellevue Hos- 
pitals, whose histories are such as have been related in the foregoing 
cases. They have been taken ill with a chill, pain in the side, cough 
and fever, which have disabled them from work. Looking upon their 
illness as a "bad cold," from which a few days' rest, with a dose of oil 
or salts, will relieve them, they take to bed, and remain, in expectation 
of recovery, from four or five days to a week, when, finding no improve- 
ment in their condition, they have recourse to the HospitaL The ac- 
count given of themselves, taken with the results of physical exploration, 
leaves no doubt that inflammation of the lungs is the disease in ques- 
tion* 

On referring to those who have written systematically on the path- 
ology and iherapeutics of this malady, and who, with students and young 
practitioners, constitute authority, I have been struck with the almost 
uniform tendency to consider pneumonia as a disease which threatens 
life in a most serious manner, and which requires, for its successful man* 
agement, the energetic employment of antiphlogistic remedies. True, 
there are, by some, exceptions made in the cases of very old people — of 
those who have been attacked whilst greatly debilitated, and in epidem- 
ics of typhoid pneumonia ; but there is still, no doubt, a very general 
recognition of the necessity for opposing what is looked upon as a for- 
midable disease by heroic remedies. By some authors, implicit reliance 
is placed upon early resort to the lancet, to scarified cups, and to the 
production of the constitutional effect of mercury on the. system, by in- 
ducing ptyalism. By others, the Rasorian administration of tartar emetic 
is regarded as the means most likely to insure a certain and speedy cure 
of the disease. It would not, perhaps, be erroneous to state that one or 
other of these, or a combination of the two, constitute the basis of En- 
glish and American therapeutics. 

Observation, by comparing the progr^w of cases in which bleeding 
and mercurialization had been trusted to, with those in which rest, 
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proper regulation of ventilation, and appropriate diet, together vith such 
juvantia as might be indicated in any particular case, has seemed to con- 
vince me that in pneumonia, as we see it in New Tork^ entirely too much 
stress has been laid on the necessity of having recourse to the former 
therapeutical course. Nor can I resist the conviction that, in other lo- 
calities, a careful study of the natural history of the disease would tend 
to lower the general estimate in which blood-letting and calomel are 
held, as potent agents in curing pneumonia. 

Skoda, drawing not a drop of blood, employing solely extractum 
graminisy or a few grains of niter, and in a few instances corrosive 
sublimate, lost three, only, of forty-four patients, whose average age was 
between twenty-five and twenty-six years. 

Yarrentrapp, following the example of Wacherer and Baum^rtner, 
teaches us how the disease may be successfully brought to convalescence 
by giving no medicine internally except chloroform vapor, applied by 
inhalation to the mucous membrane of the lungs. His results show a 
mortality of one in twenty of those treated in this way, or 5 per cent., 
agreeing very closely with those of Wacherer, Baumgftrtner, Helbing, 
and Schmidt, who, in one hundred and ninety-three cases lost nine, 
or 4.25 per cent, on the chloroform treatment 

In 1848, Dr. DieU, of Cracow, published the result of one hundred 
and eighty-nine cases of pneumonia, treated by diet and rest alone. Of 
these he lost only 7.4 per cent In 1858, he published a second pamph- 
let, detailing the success he met with in seven hundred and fifty or sixty 
cases, treated entirely by hygienic and dietetic means. I regret that this 
monograph has been mislaid. I can only state that the general result ac- 
cords with that above mentioned, and served to confirm in his mind the 
superiority of the expectant, over the methods by venesection, calomel, 
or tartar emetic. 

Skoda, Yarrentrapp, and Dieti, had all previously commenced their 
practice by treating inflammation of the lungs according to the traditional 
means last mentioned. None of them, although good diagnosticians 
and men of great intelligence, have been otherwise than satisfied with the 
result of their change of practice. Skoda is not more active in reality 
than Dietl, in his treatment ; nor can it be truly said that the inhalation 
of chloroform does any thing in the way of curing the disease. They all 
trust to the Well-known potency of nature, when allowed to act without 
restraint or interference ; and if they had never made any other contribu- 
tion to medical science, these physicians would deserve the gratitude of the 
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profeanon for the information, so little possessed before their researches 
• and so inadequately diffused at present, that pneumonia has a natural 
tendency to get well when let alone, in a great majority of cases in which 
it attacks healUiy subjects ; and that more harm than good results, as a 
general rule, from the employment of what are called heroic remedies in 
its the!hipeutic8. 

Had Dietl, Skoda, or Varrentrapp, experimented with the infinitesi- 
mal puerilities of Hahneman, instead of adopting the course actually 
pursued, we might easily imagine the result on their minds, if they had 
been as susceptibly constituted as those of many men who, having com- 
pared the results of Sangradaism with those of Hahnemanism have joyfully 
embraced the latter creed, without ever entertaining a suspicion that truth 
was to be found neither in one extreme nor the other, but where it usually 
exbts, in the happy medium. 

The above is the substance of some clinical remarks delivered at 
the New York Hospital, when reviewing the treatment of pneumonia, 
during the months of January, February, and March, of the present 
year. I have not touched on the questions as to whether there may not 
be means employed which will relieve particular symptoms, such as pain, 
cough, and dyspnoea, from excessive secretion and from intestinal accu- 
mulations. I am very sure that we do possess suchyuvan/ia, and that 
the result of common experience has left no doubt of their value. What 
I have endeavored to inculcate is the fact that, in the disease under con- 
sideration, there is no absolute necessity for resorting to extreme measures. 

In examining candidates for posts in the House Staff of Bellevue 
Hospital, since the year 1847, 1 have had graduates frt>m nearly all 
sections of the United States among the applicants, and have been im- 
pressed with the fact, that nearly all of them have been imbued with the 
firm conviction that inflammation of the lungs was a most dangerous 
affection, one which, if not promptly attacked with the lancet and cal- 
omel, or by antimonial medicines, would be very apt to prove fatal to the 
patient To such, it has given me satisfaction to show the progress of 
the disease in cases which have entered the service with all the signs and 
symptoms of pneumonia, which have had no medicine previously to ad- 
mission, and for the management of which, attention to diet, ventilation, 
posture, and a few teaspoonfiils of mucilage of gum arabic in the day, 
have constituted the sole treatment. Nearly all have been persons of 
the laboring class, whose return to health was a matter of importance. 
How different their condition, after the subsidence of the disease, from 
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that of others who had been copiously bled, or who had undergoae ^ a 
course of mercury I" 

I do not speak of the power of venesection, as an ectrotic, in the first 
stage of the disease. My experience has reference to it as seen in hoq>i- 
tals, and as it is almost always met with in private practice. It would 
be instructive to have a number of such cases detailed, with the evidence 
that the disease really was the one in question. 

34 East \Uh street, April 16, 1855. 



Case of Fetf orating Ulcer of the Stomach, toith obscure symptoms ; death 
in fifteen hours. By Samuel A. Purdy, M. D. 

The following case, occurring in my practice, may be ot some interest 
to the profession, not, perhaps, so much from the infinequency of its oc- 
currence, or its bearings upon practice, as from the disguised character 
of the symptoms, its rapid prepress, and the suddenness of its termination. 

I was sent for in great haste at 2 o'clock in the morning of March 
19th, to see Joanna 6., about 20 years of age. She was a servant in 
one of the families that I attend, and had been with ihem about three 
weeks. Upon making some inquiries, the following is all that I could as- 
certain in reference to her case : Prior to my attendance on her, she was 
noticed to be pale and sickly-looking, and though anxious to fill the 
, duties of her station, moved about as if in pain, with an appearance of 
languor and debility. She was occasionally sick at her stomach, and 
complained of a constant pain at the epigastrium. The vomiting, how- 
ever, was not^a prominent symptom, occunring only at long intervda, but 
the pain she described as peculiar in its nature, being, as she frequently 
expressed it, dragging in its sensation. There was loss of appetite, and 
other symptoms sudi as are observable in any ordinary case of dys- 
pepsia. 

She retired to bed on Sunday evening, March 18th, at 10 o'docL 
After being in bed about half an hour she was seized with a violent pam 
at the epigastrium, so severe, in fact, that she started up suddenly in 
bed, and screamed out as if in great agony. A number of domestio 
remedies were used in the hop^ of procuring relief; but the pain con- 
tinued unabated until 2 o'clock the next morning, when I was called in. 
On arriving at the house I saw at a glance that she had been sufiering 
intensely. Her face was pale, almost collapsed in ita appearance, the 
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sidn oool, with the pulse feeble and rapid. She was tossiDg about in 
bedy as if in great pain ; and from her general appearance it seemed as 
thoogh she must soon die unless speedy relief was obtained. The pain 
which commenced at the epigastrium, 'she now described as being 
over the whole abdomen, having gradually extended downwards. The 
abdomen was hard and tympanitic, almost like a board in its feel. Upon 
making inquiry, I found that her bowels had been freely opened the 
previous afternoon, and upon examination, not being able to discover 
any tumor, I was satisfied that it was not a case of strangulated hernia. 
There had been no vomiting from the conmiencement of the attack. It 
is unnecessary to state all our thoughts and conjectures in reference to 
the nature of the case ; perforating ulcer of the intestine, intus-susception^ 
and various other diseases, passed before our minds; but it was evident 
that no positive diagnosis could be formed. 

The treatmei;^t was simple : anodyne externally, by fomentations to 
the bowels, and their free exhibition internally. At 9 o'clock in the 
mcwning I saw her again. Her condition was somewhat altered. She 
was more quiet, complained of less pain, and partial reaction had taken 
place ; the skin being warmer, and the pulse rather firmer, but still rapid* 
The other symptoms, however, remained unchanged. The abdomen 
was tense, hard, and tympanitic, with an aspect of prostration and dis- 
tress as though she had some grave, internal disease that could not be 
reached. Leaving her for awhile, I was sent for in great haste, about 
1 o'clock, with a message that she was dying. I went inmiediatelyy 
and found that she was indeed in articulo, collapse having suddenly 
occurred within an hour. She died while I was in the room, having 
been ill only 15 hours from the commencement of her attack. 

The postmortem examination was made the next morning, at 9 
o'clock, by Dr. H. Weeks Brown. Upon opening the abdomen, a pufiT 
of gas escaped with considerable violence, and of a very unpleasant 
odor. There was in the peritoneal cavity about a pint of serum with 
fioccuU floating through it. The surface of the intestines was exten- 
sively inflamed, exhibiting the results of inflammation in its different 
stages, from the slightest pinkish hue, to the deepest red, and the dark 
purplish shade of approaching gangrene. The most carefrd examination 
of the inteatines did not bring to h'ght any perforation, nor was there any 
signs of intus-susception. We were about giving up the search, when 
one of the gentlemen present, in turning over the stomach, found the 
cause of the whole difficulty. About an inch from the pyloric extremity 
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of the stomach, and partly hidden by one of the folds of the stomacb, 
was discovered an opening, which from its appearance was at once as- 
certained to be a perforating ulcer. 

The stomach, with the inflamed intestines, were sent to Professor 
Olark, of the College of Physicians and ^argeons, who exhibited them 
at a meeting of the N. Y. Pathological Society, and made some inter- 
esting remarks upon the case. He stated that the situation of the ulcer 
in this specimen was the place where perforation was most apt to occur ; 
and, what was singular and confirmatory of the fact, Dr. C. D. Smith, on 
the same evening exhibited a specimen, and read its histoiy, where the 
perforation was almost in the same spot The symptoms. Professor 0. 
stated, varied very much in different cases. In the case of Dr. Smith, 
the pain was not exoessive, neither was there distention of the abdomen, 
but rather a flattened appearance. In the case under consideration, on 
the contrary, there was much tympanity and excessive pain. The case 
of Dr. S. occurred in a robust, vigorous man, with but few premonitpry 
«ymptoms ; whilst the other was attended by symptoms for some time 
previous to her death, rendering her pale and sickly from their effects. 

Another circumstance worthy of consideration is the rapidity of the 
case and the suddenness of the death: — ^fifteen hours from the commence- 
ment of the attack, and after partial reaction, a sudden collapse, and 
death. 

Since the occurrence of the above case, a similar one has been 
brought to my notice, in the practice of another physician, showing that 
these cases, though rare, may be more frequent than has been generally 
supposed by the profession. 

16 West Washington Place, 



Case of Gunshot Wound of the Neck. Ligature of the Common Ca- 
rotid Artery. Recovery. By Charles E. Isaacs, M. D., Demonstra- 
tor of Anatomy in University Medical College. 

About the middle of last January, I was requested to meet Professor 
Willard Parker, in consultation upon the case of a man who had been 
admitted into the Hospital on BlackwelPs Island, with a severe gun-shot 
wound. On inquiring into the circumstances, we ascertained that, six- 
teen days previously, the patient had attempted to destroy himself, 
by placing the muzzle of a pistol, loaded with a conical ball, near 
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to the angle of the jaw, and then discharging it The ball entered 
about an inch below the angle of the jaw, producing a moderately sized 
external wound, but tearing the parts within extensively. The hsemor- 
rbage, which was profuse, was restrained at the time by compresses, 
bandage, dro., <fec., but continued to recur at intervals of two or three 
days, up to the period at whid we were called in to see him. On re- 
moving the dressings, a small quantity of dark blood, mixed with semi- 
purulent matter, issued from the wound. From the appearance of the 
parts and that of the discharge, and in consideration of the great space 
of time which had elapsed since the occurrence of the injury, we hoped 
to control any future haemorrhage without the necessity of resorting to 
an operation ; we therefore directed the compression to be kept up as 
before, and the patient to be carefully watched, <Si;c, <fec. However, on 
the next day the haemorrhage recurred in such a furious manner as to 
render it evident that some operation was now required to save the life 
of the patient, who was much enfeebled by the loss of blood. 

Accordingly, on consultation with Dr. Parker and Dr. Sanger, Phy- 
sician-in-Chief of the Hospital, it was determined to make an attempt to 
secure the vessels at the point wounded, and as the necessary opening 
and dilatation of the wound would no doubt be attended with great loss 
of blood, it was thought best previously to tie the common carotid, 
with a view of checking or diminishing the haemorrhage from the 
wounded vessels when the cavity made by the ball should have been 
opened by the knife. 

With the kind assistance of Dr. Parker, I then proceeded to ligature 
the carotid just below the point where it is crossed by the omo-hyoid 
muscle. I then dilated the wound by cutting outwards as far as the 
edge of the stemo-mastoid, upwards and inwards towards the lower 
border of the inferior maxillary bone, and downwards so as to reach the 
incision previously made for the carotid. Turning out the coagula 
rapidly with the finger, the haemorrhage became very profuse. Sponges 
were pressed into the wound, so as to arrest the bleeding, aided in some 
degree by firm pressure on the sides of the wound by the fingers of the 
assistants. iThe most accessible vessels were first secured ; then, by gra- 
dually withdrawing one sponge after another, others were tied, and so 
on, till nearly the whole of the haemorrhage was arrested. The finger 
could now pass in the track of the ball, through the base of the tongue, 
so as to reach the region of the arteries of the external carotid of the' 
opposite side, which had been wounded by the ball, and were now pour- 
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ing out blood, bat in small quantity. As these were at such distance 
from the surface, and situated, as it were, at the apex of a deep conical 
cavity, they could not be fairly seen, or reached by a ligature. Com- 
pression was therefore relied on for the arrest of blood from this source* 
Careful and cautious research failed to detect the ball, which had no^ 
passed out of the body. The parts werd now brought together by su- 
tures, adhesive strips, ^c, and moderate compression was made on the 
wound. The patient was carefully watched, but the bleeding did not 
^recur. The wound healed rapidly, and without interruption, and at the 
end of a few weeks he was discharged from the Hospital, cured. 



BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 

Ca9e of Cirrhosis and Fatty Kidneys^ not recognized during life. By 
HsNur B. Sands, M. D., Senior AsEostant Surgeon, Bellevue Hospital. 

Mart Foley, »t 25, a domestic, was admitted into Bellevue Hospital 
July dd, 1864, under the care of Dr. Thomas F. Cock. Her history^ as 
given by herself^ was as follows : Bom in Ireland, she had lived ^et^ 
until she came to this country, five years ago ; had never been married, 
was of temperate habits, and had usually enjoyed robust health ; the 
onl^ illness she ever before suffered being typhus fever, which she had 
whilst in Ireland. She acknowledged an hereditary tendency to phthisift, 
her mother and many of her mother's relatives having died of that dis- 
ease. In March last she was living in Westchester county, and was 
there seized with chills and fever, the paroxysms occurring every other 
day. These attacks continued unchecked for a month, and afterwards 
recurred at irregular intervab, until three weeks previous to hw admission 
into the Hospital, when they ceased altogether. At about the time the 
fever subsided, she noticed swelling of her feet, and soon after of 
her leg ; the swelling increased, and shortly before her admission her 
abdomen also enlarg^. The catamenia had been absent since the ac- 
cession of the ague. 

Condition when admitted, — General aspect good ; countenance pale, 
otherwise natural ; skin warm and moist ; no jaundice, either of the skin 
or conjunctiva ; tongue slightly furred, except at tip and edges ; appetite 
moderate ; bowels regular; pulse 108 ; urine normal in quantity, of acid 
reaction, «id containing no albumen ; considerable swelling of the lower 
extremities and dropsy of the abdomen ; no oedema of the hoe or upper 
extremities ; no enlargement of the superficial abdominal veins ; no ab- 
dominal tumor discoverable. On physical examination of the chest, a 
distinct bellows murmur was heard with the first sound of the heart at 
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the junction of the third left rib with the sternum ; an indistinct systolic 
murmur was also audible at the apex ; no hypertrophy. DiagnoM. — ^ 
Probable valvular disease of the heart and enlargement of the spleen ; 
the dropsy depending on cardiac disease, enlarged spleen, or ancemia, 
moet probably on all these causes conjoined. Treatment. — Good diet, 
4 oz. gin daily, potass, iodid. grs. v. 3 times a day. July Sth, — Swelling of 
abdomen and lower extremHies undiminished; evidence of moderate 
pleural effusion in right chest Same treatment continued, with the ad- 
dition of a blister to the right side, and potass-acet., eight grs., infus. 
digitalis, three drachms, three times a day. July 10th — Cough without 
expectoration, and dyBpnoea, assuming a paroxysmal character, have 
been present during the past two or wree days. The fits of dyspnoea 
are usually relieved by dry cups to the chest, and the internal adminis- 
tration of small doses of morphine and Hoffmanns anodyne. Physical ex- 
amination of Chest — On right side, posteriorly, dullness on percussion 
from base of chest upwards to a level with the 6th rib, over dull space 
no respiratory murmur, no resonance of the voice. On left side, sounds on 
auscultation and percussion normal, except anteriorly, just under the clavi- 
cle ; here a crepitant rlile is heard in inspiration, diminished resonance 
on percussion, and exaggerated resonance of the voice. TrecUment,-^ 
Onut potass, iodid. ; cal. et opii., ^ gr. every 2 hours. July Wth, — Pulse 
112, small and weak; respiration 44, labored; paroxysms of dvspnoea 
recurring oftener and with greater severity ; tongue brown, inclined to 
dryness ; bowels confined ; gums tender and slightly swollen ; urine 
scanty, high colored, not albuminous. Treatment, — ^Omit cal. et opii ; 
brandy, \ oz. every 3 hours ; pulv. purgans, gr. xv. every 2 hours until 
the bowels are moved. July \2th. — Six powders were given before any 
effect was produced, the patient then had four or five copious, watery 
stools; general condition not improved; hands slightly oedematous. 
Physical examination of the chest indicates an increase of effusion on 
right side, the dullness extending as hi^h as the dd rib ; voice and respi- 
ration absent over dull space, bronchiid just above it. On left side sub- 
clavicular dullness, extending and increasing ; bronchial 'respiration and 
bronchophony also here audible. Same treatment continued, with ad- 
dition of fomentations of digitalis and juniper to the abdomen. From 
this time die ffrew more rapidly worse, and died at 10 o'clock on the 
afternoon of Uie l&th inst For two days previous to death, the pulse 
and respiration were very rapid, the tongue dry and brown, the face 
swollen, and the mind wandering and delirious, 

Seetio Oadaveris. — 18 hours postmortem. Surface pale, except face 
and dependent portions, which are congested ; abdomen and lower extremi- 
ties greatly distended by serum ; upper extremities slightly so ; head not 
examined. Thorax, right side, pleura completely filled with clear, yel- 
lowish serum, except space occupied by the lung, which was crowded 
upward so that its inferior surface was on a level with the second inter- 
costal space anteriorly ; posteriorly, at a somewhat lower level. A few 
old adhesions between the posterior surface of the lung and the thoracic 
walla ; right lung camified in no part ; crepitant ; color externally that 
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of the spleen ; tissue tough and unyielding. Left side. — About twelve 
ounces of serum in pleural sac ; adhesions between lung and walls of 
chest more numerous than on right side. Whole of the upper lobe of 
the left lung the seat of pneumonia, advanced in the upper portion of 
the lobe to the stage of gray hepatization ; the lower half of the lobe 
showed the red stage passing mto the gray. Lower lobe of a dark 
venous hue ; oedematous, and less crepitant than natural. No trace of 
tubercle in either lung. Heart — healthy, no valvular disease ; weight 9^ 
ounces. Abdomen — distended by clear, straw-colored serum; no evi- 
dence of peritonitis. Liver, — ^Weight, 1^ lbs. ; greatly contracted ; con- 
sistence hard and tough ; surface studded with variously sized nodules, 
and covered by a thin layer of old false membrane ; no adhesions be- 
tween visceral and parietal peritoneum ; tissue, on section, anaemic, and 
arranged in small, variously shaped patches, having a yellow color, and 
separated from each other by tough, white, fibrous septa. Oall bladder, 
— healthy, and contained a small quantity of bile, having a natural ap- 
pearance. Kidneys-'Oi natural size and external appearance ; no ad- 
nesion of the capsule ; tissue somewhat soft and flabby ; weight of right 
kidney, 5^ ounces ; of the left, 5 ounces ; on section, they showed no 
marks of congestion ; the cortical portions were of the usual thickness, 
but were unusually pale,'and of a slightly brownish hue. No other devi- 
ation from their normal appearance was perceptible to the naked eye. 
On microscopic examination, however, both kidneys were found to be 
the seat of a very abundant deposit of fat, in the form of oil-drops and 
granules, which existed within, and external to, the uriniferons tubes. 
Both the straight and convoluted tubes contained oil, many of the latter 
in such excess as to completely conceal the secreting cells. No other 
unusual appearance was observed ; there was no contraction of the Mal- 
pighian tuus, nor any evidence of abnormal fibrous deposit Other ab- 
dominal organs healthy. 

Remarhi, — ^The case above detailed affords a striking illustration of 
the manner in which well-marked organic disease may elude observation 
during life. The cirrhosis of the liver, which in this case had advanced 
to an extreme degree, was attended by no decided symptom until a few 
weeks previous to death, and even then by a symptom (ascites) common to 
several other diseased conditions, one or more of which seemed much more 
likely to exist Neither haematemesis, jaundice, dryness of the skin, nor 
disordered digestion were at any time present whilst the case was under 
observation ; nor could careful inquiry render it at all probable that they 
had existed previously. The abdominal dropsy did not apparently owe 
its origin to obstruction of the portal circulation, as it was accompanied 
with no enlargement of the superficial abdominal veins, was preceded by 
swelling of the feet and legs, and followed by oedema of the ho^ and 
upper extremities ; the latter circumstance, especially, pointing to the 
existence of a general, rather than a local cause of dropsical effusion. 
On the other hand, assuming a tendency to general anasarca, there was 
nothing to warrant a conclusive opinion regarding the source cTf this 
tendency. The murmur heard over the base of the heart, the attending 
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paroxysms of dyspnoea, and the primary seat of the dropsy, might indi- 
cate organic heart disease ; yet the first and last of these phenomena re- 
ceived a ready explanation in the degree of anoemia present, which might 
have heen induced by the preceding attacks of ague ; while the dysp- 
noea did not occur until there were positive signs of other thoracic dis- 
ease than that of the heart The chief circumstance that would lead to 
a suspicion of renal disease, was the inflammation in the lung and pleu- 
ra, which seemed to come on without any perceptible cause, and which 
are generally considered to be amoDg the more frequent con^plicaiions of 
chronic disease of the kidneys. The urine, however, was twice examined 
by heat and nitric acid, and found free from albumen; and from this circum- 
stance it was never subjected to a microscopic examination. The only 
other point worthy of remark is, that the condition of the kidneys, as 
revealed under the microscope after death, constitutes another of the 
dubious phenomena of the present case, the effect of a considerable 
amount of oil in the renal tissue being very differently estimated by dif- 
ferent authors ; thus, Dr. G. Johnson* regards it as a positive evidence 
of degeneration, whilst Dr. Hanfield Jones f expresses the opinion that 
it is by no means certain that this particular change is of any moment." 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated Meeting, April 4th, 1855. Dr. Beadle, 1st Vice-Presideiit, 
in the Chair. Fifty-six Fellows in attendance. The Assistant Secre- 
tary being necessarily absent, Dr. J. Foster Jenkins was appointed As- 
aifitant Secretary, ^pro tern. The minutes of the last meeting were read 
and approved. 

JSUcOon of a Resident Fellow. — ^Dr. P. James Clark, nominated by 
the Committee on Nominations at the last meeting, was duly balloted for 
and elected. 

Reports of Sections, — There were no reports from the Sections on 
Anatomy, Surgery, or Chemistry. The Sections on Theory and Practice, 
Materia Medica, Obstetrics, and Public Health, presented written reports, 
which were ordered on file. A discussion in relation to the peculiar duties 
of the Sections ensued, more particularly as regards the reading of papers 
before them which had not been presented to the Academy. The prev- 
alent opinion seemed to be, that the section should recommend topics 
for discussion to the Academy, and take action on all subjects submitted 
to them, rather than that original papers should be dSscussed before 



* DiMSMfl of the Kidney, Article Fatty Degeneration. 

t Jones and SieTerkiog'i Pathological Anatomy, American Edition, p. 558. 
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the sections, without having^ previously been so submitted. No definite 
action, however, was taken. 

Report of Committees. — The Committee on Finance reported having 
passed several bills, amounting to $47 94 : ordered to be paid. 

Beading of Papers, — Dr. Buck read a paper " on the treatment of 
badly united fractures of the thigh^ by refracturing them^^ He gave the 
details of seven cases which had been treated by himself at the New York 
Hospital, by refracture and extension, with satisfactory results. Dr. 
Detmold remarked that he had refractured a considerable number of 
cases in which other bones, especially those of the leg and forearm, were 
the seat of fracture. In some of these cases extension was resorted to, but 
not invariably ; as to the interval after which it might be attempted, no 
absolute rule could be laid down. If there is the slightest elasticity, it 
is perfectly easy and advisable to refracture. It is only in those cases 
where there is a certain degree of deformity without mooility, that there 
can be any doubt as to the proper course. Velpeau's idea, with which 
Dr. D. agreed, is, that where perfect union exists, the surgeon would not 
be able to refracture. Dr. S, P. White inquired as to the method of 
making extension. Dr. Buxik explained. He further remarked^ that 
there was no danger of fracturing the bone at any other point than 
through the callus, as M. Velpeau had supposed. The bone was always 
weakest at this point The use of contrivances for this purpose was as 
old as Fabricius ab Aqua Pendente, who was the first to apply them. 
Dr. B. had applied them to fractures of the forearm and leg, as well as 
to those of the thigh. Cases of bowing are readily overcome by pressure 
of pads and counter pads. Dr. Detmold remarked, that in relation to 
fractures of the ossa nasi, an important point was generally overlooked, 
viz., to straighten the septum ; this will raise the ossa nasi. Dr. Batch- 
elder had often seen accidental refractures, and found them to unite 
readily. Where there is overlapping, union must take place between 
the opposing surfaces, and there is less bony matter than in bone gene- 
rally. After some further remarks by Drs. Buck, Sayre, and Detmold, 
the paper was referred to the Section on Surgery and Surgical Pathology. 

Miscellaneous Business, — Dr. Batchelder presented a specimen of 
eod-liver oil prepared by a manufacturer in whom reliance could be 
placed. A discussion ensued in regard to the tests of the purity of this 
substance, and also as to the best means of disguising the taste. For 
the latter purpose, Dr. Corson recommended the oil of cinnamon, in the 
proportion of one drachm to the pint, the two oils being nearly of tM 
same specific gravity. *The specimen was referred to the Section on 
Chemistry, with instructions to report upon the tests for the purity of 
the oil. The Section on Materia Medica was directed to report upon 
the mode of disguising the taste. 

Transfer of Mermers of Sections, — On motion, Dr. W. K. Brown 
was transferred from the Section on Chemistry to the Section on Obstetrics. 
Drs. Shanks and Linsly, having been omitted in the published list, were 
assigned to the same Section. Drs. Henschel and Kockwell were also 
appointed on the Section on Theory and Practice, and Dr. B. Drake to 
the Section on Public Health. 
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Report on Delinquent Fellows, — ^The Trustees, with the Treasurer, 
reported on the subject of unpaid dues (referred to them at the last 
meeting^, and recommended the following as an amendment to the By- 
Laws, VIZ, : To add to the 19th section, ** 1st, Those Fellows who are m 
arrears for three or more years for the non-payment of dues, having been 
notified of such indebtedness, and neglecting to pay the same, shall be 
<5on8idered as having forfeited their Fellowship. 2d, The Board of 
Trustees are hereby empowered to remit a part, or the whole, of the 
dues of any Fellow who is unable to pay." On motion, the amendments 
were ordered to be printed in the notices. 

Report of Special Committee, — Dr. Beadle, from the Committee ap- 
pointed to address a letter of condolence to the President (Dr. Francis), 
reported that they had performed that duty. The Committee was there- 
upon discharged. 

Report of Recording Secretary, — ^The Recording Secretary laid be- 
fore the Academy the ** Report of the Sanitary Commission on the 
Epidemic Yellow Fever of 1853, published by authority of the City 
Council of New Orleans," presented by Dr. J. G. Adams. 

Admissibility of Reporters. — Dr. Sayre called attention to the fact, 
that a reporter was present taking notes of the proceedings, and in- 
<^uired whether the Academy had not adopted a resolution, some time 
eince, excluding them. A debate ensued upon the question of the pro- 
priety of having the proceedings reported in the daily papers, in which 
Drs. Corson, Griscom and others took part The sense of the Academy 
seemed in favor of excluding them, but the reporter having left the 
meeting, no definite action was taken. 

Amendments to the By-Laws, — Dr. F. C. Stewart's amendments, 
^ee April Proc.,) were then taken up, and, after some remarks by Dr. 
Dtewarit, were adopted by a unanimous vote. 

Dr. Pond ofiered the following amendment to the By-Law%: " On 
the initiatign of any Fellow to this Academy, his name shall be given in 
writing to the Treasurer by the Assistant Secretary. 

R^omsfor the Sections, — On motion, the Trustees were directed to 
provide suitable accommodations for the use of the meeting of the Sec- 
tions. Adjourned. J. G. A. 

PATnOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Regular Meeting, February 2Sth, 1866. 

Dr. Batchelder read an abstract of the case, mentioned by him at the 
jast meeting, of wound of the hearty reported by Sir Astley Cooper. Dr. G. 
D, Smith presented a specimen of perforating ulcer of the stomach, taken 
from a man aged 40 years, of robust constitution and correct habits ; a gro- 
cer ; had always been in good health, with the exception of occasionally 
complaining of a gnawing pain in the epigastrium after eating, which was 
relieved by vomiting. This pain occurred about once a month, during a 
period of two years ; the attack usually came on after dinner, with more 
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or less severity, continued only a short time, and always ended in vomiting. 
He took nothing for them, nor even consulted a physician. Since Jan- 
uary last, these attacks have become somewhat more frequent, and have 
followed other meals. On Saturday, the 17th inst. (a cold, damp day), 
he was much exposed to the weather. He retired to bed about 10 
o'clock P. M. exceedingly fatigued, and suffering somewhat from pain 
in his stomach, extending over the chest. At 8 o'clock on Sunday 
morning, he was awaked by severe flying pain over the abdomen, extend- 
ing up the sides and chest, which increased in severity. When Dr. S. 
was called to him, at about 7, he was found with a natural expression of 
countenance, tongue moist and clean, the skin cool, a little thirst, pulse 
natural, but complaining of great pain in stomach and bowels, of a par- 
oxysmal character. There was no pain on pressure, nor very great heat 
of abdomen. Had had no movement from his bowels for two days ; bad 
vomited once or twice, after drinking water. 11 o'clock. — Remedies had 
been ineffectual; suffering continued; condition about the same; no 
vomiting, however. 4 o'clock P. M. — ^Pain continued without interrup- 
tion ; thirst ; pulse 100 ; pain, upon slight pressure, all over the abdo- 
men, which was hard and retracted ; great restlessness ; no operation 
from bowels ; no vomiting. 9 o'clock P. M. — Growing rapidly worse ; 
pulse 120 to 130 — small; anxious countenance; great tenderpcss on 
pressure over the abdomen ; no tympanitic distention ; thirst ; restless- 
ness ; profuse perspiration ; no vomiting. He continued in this condition 
till 1 o'clock Monday morning, when there was a sudden cessation of 
pain ; the surface became gradually cold ; pulse less and less perceptible ; 
and about 2 o'clock he died, retaining his intellectual faculties to the 
last P. M., 11 hours after death. — Upon opening the abdomen, the 
stomach and bowels were distended with gas ; there was in the cavity 
from a pint to a pint and a half of yellow-colored fluid of a fetid odor,, 
containing albuminous flocculi and pus. The stomach and intestines 
were glued together with recent false membrane. The peritoneal coat 
was intensely red and thickened. On examining careftilly the intestines, 
no other lesion was found ; but an opening a little less than a quarter 
of an inch in diameter, was discovered in the pyloric extremity of the 
stomach. 

Dr. Clark described the ulcer as of a slow, perforating nature, thick- 
ening the tissue as it advances, situated outside the pyloric orifice. He 
inquired as to the time after eating, at which vomiting occurred. It 
was a matter of some importance as respects a diagnosis. In cancer of 
this organ, it almost always took place at a fixed period. Dr. Smith re- 
plied that vomiting occurred one hour after eating. 

Dr. Clark then presented, for Dr. S. A. Purdy, a case similar to the 
last one, with the following account : [See paper No. 8, Original Com- 
munications.] 

Dr. Finnell presented the stomach removed from a woman who had 
been freely partaking of strong drink ; she was carried to the station- 
house, and the next morning was found dead. The stomach exhibited 
the common results of the effects of long-continued stimulation, being 
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-ooTored oyer with dark patches ; the kidneys were intensely red ; there was 
idso an aneurism of the arch of the aorta, together with abundant ather- 
omatous deposit Dr. Clark called attention to the mucous surface of 
the stomach, of a yellowish cream color, studded over with white, opaque 
spots, somewhat resembling a granular kidney. Sometimes this white 
deposit, in hard drinkers, covers the membrane throughout, the result, 
probably, of chronic inflammation, induced by frequent and continued 
stimulation. 

Br. Clark referred to the case of chronic pneumonia presented at the 
previous meeting. On examination by the microscope, scarcely any air- 
cells were visible ; its substance seemed composed of elastic fibrous tis- 
sue. He observed that, in chronic jineumonia, the progress of inflam- 
mation was diflerentfrom that of acute, the fibrinous exudation being extra 
vesicular^ and the contrary in the latter. He did not consider (Tronic 
pneumonia as an idiopathic disease, but regarded its existence as a con- 
sequence of tubercles. 

Dr. Clark then presented the bladder, urethra, and rectum, taken 
fix>m a man 45 years of age, illustrating the efifects of an abscess in the 
recto-vesical space, extending forward over the pubis — air discharged 
from the bladder — pus escaping through the catheter afterwards — the 
urethra pierced by the catheter about an inch and a half from neck of 
hiadder— death from general paralysis — hardening of the brain. The 
patient, a native of Ireland, 17 years in this country, not married, by 
occupation a carman, was admitted into Bellevue Hospital, July Vdih, 
'54. He had been for a year and more gradually losing his muscular 
power. In the spring of '54, he was no longer able to hold the reins to 
drive his horse, but could walk about, though clumsily. On admission, 
he eould only walk across the room with assistance, dragged the left leg 
more than the right ; his hand hung down almost wholly paralyzed ; yet 
when lying down he could feed himself. In Ai^st he could no longer 
walk, but would sit for a few hours in a chair, when lifted out of his bed 
into it. In September, his strength had so far failed as to oblige him to 
keep the bed altogether. A month later he could no longer feed him- 
self^ or fairly lift his hands singly ; by the combined action of the two 
he could sometimes succeed in placing one hand on his face ; nor could 
he draw up his legs in bed without assistance. For the last two months 
there has been a marked tendency to flexion of the limbs, not before no- 
ticed. He always lay upon his back, his arms pretty sharply flexed on 
the forearm, and lying on his chest ; the wrists also flexed on the forearm. 
€k>mmonly, the knees were raised, thighs and legs flexed ; but this he 
could not do for himself. It was the most comfortable position for him. 
About this time (two months before death), he occasionally had retention 
of the urine, and the use of the catheter was required from time to time. 
For some two weeks previous to death, he could not speak, or did so with 
the greatest difBculty ; yet from the first his mind has been perfectly 
sensible, and to the last his intelligence was quick, his sight good, and 
hearing acute. His bowels were always constipated. He never had a con- 
*¥akion, nor any sudden change in his symptoms. For a period of eighteen 
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months, paralysis slowly and steadily crept over him, affecting all part* 
of the body ; but at first the hands more than the legs, and then the left 
leg more than the ri^ht ; and finally became nearly equal everywhere, so 
that he was utterly helpless ; yet he could make, to the last, some slight 
movement in all his limbs. His appetite, which continued good until 
this time (two weeks before death), now wholly failed. In October it 
was urgent ; yet he emaciated steadily as the paralysis advanced, so that 
at last, and for two months before death, no consumptive was ever more 
reduced in flesh. He never complained of any pain in the head or back, 
never indeed of any pain, except what resulted from a constrained posi- 
tion of his limbs, or some position too long retained. Sensation, though 
markedly diminished, was never abolished. The power of swallowing 
diminished as the disease advanced, so that in the last months degluti- 
tion was very difficult. Still, he could with effort always swallow fluids. 
During the last six weeks, on account of paralysis of the bladder, it was 
often necessary to use the catheter, — ^sometimes for days together. Two 
or three weeks before death, as the house physician was performing this 
duty, he noticed the discharge of a large quantity of air through tSe ca- 
theter. His hand was at the time pressing over the region of the blad- 
der, but he thinks that it was impossible that, by any manipulation of 
his, the air could have first passed in through the instrument, as some* 
times happens in emaciated persons. A few days after, he undertook to 
demonstrate to Dr. C^ this fact, by again passing the catheter. But 
in this attempt, the point of the instrument was arrested before it reached 
the bladder, at no great distance firom it, and pus immediately began to 
flow through it Two or three drachms escaped in this way, and the in- 
strument was withdrawn. No urine nor air appeared. Dr. C. supposed 
that the point of the catheter had opened an abscess, which had its seat 
in the tissue between the bladder and rectum ; and if this air was really^ 
not allowed to pass into the bladder by the catheter, it must have come- 
from the intestines, by a double openiog of the abscess. Subsequently, 
the catheter was not necessary for a few days ; pus was discharged with, 
the urine, but no air was known to escape afterwards. Nothing new,, 
worthy of note, occurred affecting the bladder or abscess, till death. 
On postmortem examination^ a large abscess was found below the peri- 
toneum, between the rectum and bladder. The catheter had opened it, 
an inch and a Quarter below the neck of the bladder, on the posterior 
wall of the urethra. A director, or blow pipe, passed forward through 
this opening was not obstructed till it had entered nearly five inches, and 
its pomt had free range both right and left. This abscess reached around^ 
anteriorly, to the bladder, so that pus was found at the symphysis pubis. 
It appears to come into this point from both sides. The prostate was 
involved, but probably only secondarily. No communication could be 
found between it and the bladder, on the one hand, or the rectum on 
the other. The rectum appeared healthy, with the exception of a non- 
malignant stricture, not very firm, about a finger's length above the 
anas, and of a size freely to admit the finger. It was dilated (after 
death) without difficulty. There ^as no ulceration, or even abrasion ;. 
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and no pus was found here. The bladder was red, in spots dark, almost 
black. Its membrane and muscular layer were but slightly thickened* 
It contained two ounces of pus, of the same appearance as that in the ah* 
scess ; yet no ulceration of the mucous membrane, no abrasion, no per-' 
forations could be found after diligent search. The pus found here must 
have been produced from the mucous membrane. But the air, — ^if 
not introduced by the catheter, — how to explain its presence here? 
Brain, No lesion could be found in this organ, except hardening of the 
white matter in the cerebrum and cerebellum, but particularly in the 
former. This hardening did not seem to be connected with any in- 
creased or diminished vascularity. On examining some of this hardened 
substance by the microscope, it seemed that Uie change which had 
ended in this hardening of the white matter, was a change in the perve 
fiber itself. There were no " exudation corpuscles," no fet globules as 
seen in inflammatory softening, no increase in the fibrous element of the 
part Nothing, in a word, but a field of mere fibers, furnished with the 
usual supply of vessels and a few nervous vesicles. Dr, Clark considered 
that the hardening had resulted irom altered nutrition in the nerve 
fibers, for the following reasons ; 1st, The absence of any adventitious 
matter that could produce it, and the absence of all the usual products 
of inflammation. 2nd. An unusual toughness in these fibers, as shown 
in pressing the cover down upon the slice. The fibers broke, so to 
speak, reluctantly, dd. The fibers breaking, imsheathed an extraordinary 
length of axis cylinder, and this seemed firm and hard, and had nothing 
of Uie fine, granular appearance natural to it. 4th. The white substance 
of Schwan did not form in water the swelling, except in a very limited 
degree and on a few fibers. 
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Reclamation. Franklin-Street Cholera Hospital versus Mott-Street 
Cholera Hospital. 

To the Editors of the New York Medical Times. 

Gentlemen : — ^The Editor of the " American Medical Monthly," in a 
criticism on Dr. Hutchison's pamphlet on Cholera, appears to doubt the 
veracity of the statistics of the Franklin-street Hospital, as published by 
mysel(^ in your journal for March,— preferring rather to depend upon the 
newspaper reports of the day, than upon a carefully arranged statistical 
account To satisfy, however, his skepticism, allow me to offer the fol- 
lowing affidavit of Dr. Vandeveer, Superintendent of that Institution. 

City and County of New York, ss. 

Before me came personally Jacob H. Vandeveer, M J)., who being 
duly sworn, deposes and says : That he was Superintendent of the Frank- 
lin-street Cholera Hospital during the summer of 1854. That he has 
read the statistics of said Institution, as published by Dr. Budd in the 
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Medical Times for March, and the same, are to the best of bis knowl- 
edge and belief, true. J. H. V ANDEVEKR. 
Sworn to before me this 18th day > 
of April, 1855. ) 

JOHN ANDERSON, jun. 

Commissioner of Deeds, 

This I hope will give a quietus to the gentleman's incredulity. Since, 
bowever, he has seen fit, by some extraordinary process of maUiematicid 
legerdemain, to demonstrate the proposition that 154 deaths in 329 
<^ases is a less percentage than 255 deaths in 606 cases, I will briefly 
state some of the prominent reasons which might have given the pre- 
ponderance of deaths to Franklin street, but which dire necessity com- 
pels Mott street to assume. 

At no one time was the Hospital in Mott street full, while, on the 
contrary, the wards of the Franklin-street were on several occasions 
crowded to such an extent, that we were obliged to refuse admittance to 
applicants, sending them to Mott street for accommodation. 

While in Franklin street, the hospital building being small and in- 
commodious, the dying, the critical, and the convmescent cases were ne- 
cessarilyi put together in the same apartment ; in Mott street, on the con- 
trary, the building, being large, airy, and well ventilated, a distinct ward 
was appropriated for convalescent patients — ^an advanti^e which needs 
no comment. 

This statement of facts has been drawn from me — not with a desire 
to enter into any discussion relative to the comparative merits of the 
statistics of the two institutions, but solely for the purpose of self- vindi- 
cation in relation to the editorial criticism in the *^ American Medical 
Monthly." Respectfully, your obedient servant, 

CHARLES A. BUDD, M.D. 



Letter from Paris, — Memoir of Gsobob Louis Duvbrnoy. 

It has pleased God, who wills that his laws should be known and 
practiced, to remove from earth a chosen expounder and exemplar of 
their harmonies. The friends of science and religion mourn the loss of 
him who is the subject of this notice, deceased March 1st, 1855. 

George Louis Duvemoy was bom August 6th, 1777,atMontbelliard, 
Department of Doubs. His father, a Protestant minister of the confes- 
sion of Augsburg, a man of profound piety, directed his early studies, 
which were continued at Stutgard, in Germany. In 1799, he published 
his first memoir on organized bodies, containing ideas new at that epocb. 
In 1800, his critical analysis of the work of Bichat, entitled ^^Researches 
upon Life and Death," attracted the attention of many savans, particularly 
of George Cuvier, who immediately called to his aid this young man of 
only 23 years, already distinguished for his extensive acquirements, 
great exactitude of observation, and ability for generalization. At first 
he was occupied in preparing manv articles on the natural history of 
Molluscae, in the first five volumes of the first edition of the " Dictionary 
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of Nataral Sciences." He commenced at the same time some articles on 
comparative anatomy, describing organs not only in their anatomical 
relations, but in their functional harmonies ; one of which, rich in details, 
was read before the Society of the Faculty of Medicine, Paris, 1804. 

The year 1805 is marked by the appearance of one of the works 
which especially hallow among the learned the name of Duvemoy. In 
1808, George Cuvier,with Constant Dum6ril, published the first two vol- 
umes of their immortal ** Lectures on Comparative Anatomy." M. 
Cuvier, anxious to undertake other works, and particularly his researches 
upon fossil bones, and fatigued by the numerous dissections which these 
first volumes demanded, proposed to his young compatriot to complete, 
by the aid of researches made upon the specimens in his rich collection, 
the plan which he had conceived for the last three volumes. These vol- 
umes included all the organs of nutrition and reproduction. Cuvier had 
divided the subject, and aetcrmined the number of lectures. Duvemoy, 
observing nature and making his descriptions from the .specimens, prep- 
jmitions, and numerous animals, put at his disposal, completed, in Sep- 
tember, 1805, the last three volumes ; of which the anatomical facts and 
the manner of exposing them belong to Duvemoy, while the general 
plan belong to Cuvier. The great anatomist was pleased, in numerous 
parts of his works, to render homage to his colaborer, and to reserve ex* 
pressly for him the honor of the descriptions and discoveries. Certain 
articles, only, were from M. Cuvier, as also were the generalizations. 
Davemoy was modestly devoted to the glory of his illustrious master ; but 
it is due that, by the side of this great genius, should be made an honor- 
able mention of the author of researches so complete for that epoch, 
upon the organs of alimentation (except the teeth, described by Cuvier), 
upon the organs of circulation, and generation, in the vertebrata. These 
parts of this celebrated work figure by the side of the brilliant chapters 
of generalizations ; and their scientific value is so confounded with the 
work of the master, that the name of collaborator has disappeared from 
* the eyes of the greater number. It pertains to the impartiality of the 
scientific world to render to their true author these pages, which Cuvier 
had never neglected an occasion to declare to be the work of Duvemoy. 
In studjring ^ese works under this point of view, there is recognized a 
distinct character. The organic comparison is most assiduously made ; 
we there see the most marked sentiment of the " Unity of Organic 
Composition," which Cuvier seems to have feared to adopt, as a cause c£ 
illusions and errors, but which he admitted when evidence demonstrated it. 
These works completed, M. Duvemoy was sufiering frpm his close appli- 
cation, and retumed to his native village for the practice of his profession, 
in 1812. 

In 1809, Cuvier, about departing on his scientific explorations, ob- 
tained for Duvemoy the title of Associate Professor of Zoology of the 
Faculty of Sciences of Paris, and yielded to him the direction of all 
his scientific affairs during his absence. Called to teach the science to 
which he had devoted such arduous labors, invested with all the confi- 
dence of the great naturalist, his future success seemed assured. In con- 
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sequence of a grave accident, sickness obliged him to suspend those 
functions and return to Montbelliard for the re-establishment of his health. 
His resignation was sent to M. Cuvier, who, full of regrets, remitted it 
in 1811 to the University ; and he returned to the practice of medicine, 
having already published nineteen memoirs upon the various branches of 
the science of organization. In 1827, he resumed his publit^ functions 
as Professor of Natural History, being called by the Faculty of Strasburg; 
and in 1838 was made Dean of the Faculty of Sciences, which office he 
retained till he was elected, in 1837, to the chair formerly occupied by 
Baron Cuvier, at the College of France. Here, for sixteen years, an in- 
telligent auditory have appreciated the elevated science^ the chaste senti- 
ments, and benevolent sympathy of Professor Duvemoy ; his absence 
having been supplied, the present session, by his accomplished Aid, M. 
Focillon. In 1887, agreeably to the desires expressed by Cuvier a short 
time before his death, Duvemoy undertook with patient assiduity, the 
revision of the Comparative Anatomy, by G. Cuvier, Latrillard, and Fr. 
Cuvier. M. Duvemoy compared anew with nature all the descriptions 
of his first editions, reconstructed entirely many lectures, and placed the 
work in harmony with the most recent discoveries. This laborious and 
vast undertaking was not finished till 1846. Three volumes which Du- 
vemoy had prepared form four in the new edition. They are rich ii 
new observations, and precious for their exactitude. It was not for Du- 
vemoy to change the primitive form of the work of his master, but li 
in this point of view it is only a second edition, in point of science it 
is a new work, enriched by all the discoveries of thiity years. He still 
extended his researches, and presented his discoveries in private memoirs 
or in reports to the Institute, of which he was a Free Academician. The 
number of his scientific essays published during his life exceeds one hun- 
dred ; enriching science with many discoveries, therein disseminated, 
which need only to be condensed into a single work, to place their au- 
thor in just appreciation. 

In 1850 he was appointed to the chair of Comparative (Anatomy at 
the Jardin des Plantes, vacated by the death of M. de Blainville, the 
successor of Cuvier. Henceforth, altemating his teachings at the Col- 
lege of France and at the Jardin des Plantes, in benevolent sympathy 
with his auditors, in a full consecration of all his powers to the ^lory of 
God, with a full faith in his revealed Word, this devoted Christian phi- 
losopher waited the bidding of his Lord, prepared for an exchange of 
worlds, where he trusted ever to enjoy new and higher harmonies- 
Paris, March 8, 1866. DAVID P. HOLTON. 



ttitoriaL 



New York Hospital, — ^The inauguration of the new south wing of this 
institution occurred on Wednesday, April 18tb, with appropriate ceremonies. 
The amphitheater not being sufficiently eapaciooa to accommodate those as> 
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sembled, one of the wards was fitted up for the occasion. Vice-President 
Trimble presiding; the governors, physicians, and surgeons, with the clergy, 
occapiedthe dais; about two hundred ladies and gentlemen were present* 
Dr. J. 11 Smith, Senior Physician, delivered the address, giving a succinct his- 
tory of the institution from its first opening down to the present time, with 
the various improvements in ventilation, heating apparatus, &c He also al- 
luded to the triumphs of surgery achieved by Drs. Wright Post, Valentine 
Mott, and J. Eeamy Rodgers, in the successful ligature of arteries ; and to 
the operation by Dr. Buck, for the relief of oedema glottidis. He then paid a 
beautiful tribute of respect to the memory of Profl John A. Swett, recently 
deceased. He closed his most interesting discourse by complimenting the 
Grovemors on the continued prosperity and nsefalness of the institution over 
which they presided, alludmg to the fact that five of them had served in 

office for more tlian a quarter of a century. ^The charter of the New York 

Hospital was granted by the Earl of Dunmore, in June, 1771, through the 
exertions of Drs. Peter Middleton, John Jones, and Samuel Bard. Five acres 
of ground were purchased on Broadway, in 1773 ; the foundation of a building 
was laid in Jaly, 1773 ; when nearly completed it was destroyed by fire, in Feb. 
1775.. The war of the Revolution suspended all operations for reboildiBg, 
and it was not until January, 1791, that accommodations for patients were 
completed. Extensive additions and alterations have since, at different times, 
been made in the main building, more particularly in 1851, when the entire 
interior was remodeled. The north house was erected in 1837-8, and has 
been since devoted to medical patients. The new south toing has been built 
on the site of the Lunatic Asylum (erected in 1808, and, after the transfer of 
the patients to Bloomingdale in 1822, used as a marine hospital). We are 
indebted to Dr. John Watson for the following description of the new edifice t 

The spacious and commodious stone edifice recently erected on the grounds 
of the New York Hospital covers a space of 128 feet f^om east to west, by 90 
feet from north to south ; ranging parallel with Duane street, and receding 
westward, from the main or central building of the hospital, to within 30 feet 
of Church street Its elevation from the foundation, four feet below the sur- 
face of the ^und, to the peak of the roof, is about equal to its width. The 
roof has a pitch of 12' feet, so that the perpendicular walls in front and rear, 
from the surface of the ground to the top of the cornice, are about 74 feet 
high ; and the gable ends, ri8int[ to the top of the roof, are equal to the upmost 
elevation of the roof itself. The platform upon which the building rests has 
been leveled out of the side of a hill with a rapid declivity towards the south 
and west, so that the embankment at the north and east, at its highest point> 
is about 12 feet above the surface of this platform. The embankment, sloping 
off to the south and west, is faced, at its highest level, with a perpendicular 
wall of cut stone; but where less abrupt, it is sloped off gradually, and covered 
with green sward. There is an area, or open interspace, oetween the embank- 
ment and the outer walls of the building, of from 4 to 8 feet ; so that light 
and air have free access to the sub-basement, or foundation story, as well as 
to the four stories above this, on every side. The building consists of two 
projecting wings and an intermediate or central portion. The wings, above 
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the foundation atoiy, are the parts more especially intended for the wards of 
the sick. Measnred from without, in the priocipal story, they are in lenffth, 
from north to south, 88 feet; and in width, from east to west, 47 feet 4 inches. 
They project, both in front and rear, about 12 feet beyond the perpendicular 
walls of the central portion. This latter is about 66 feet d^p from north to 
south, by 33 feet 4 inches from win? to wiug ; and is occupied with the seve- 
ral small rooms of the resident medical officer and assistant superintendent, 
with the principal entrance or vestibule, with spacious halls ten feet wide, with 
the principal stairway ; and in the uppermost story, with the surgical amphi- 
theater and small apartments connected with it The sub-basement, or found- 
ation story, is wholly above ground on two sides, and partly so on the other 
sides, and is well aired and lighted on every side. It is 10 feet high from 
floor to ceiling, traversed from east to west by a wide hall, and crossed at 
three points bv lobbies, one in each wing and one in the center. On this floor 
are eight air chambers, for the accommodation of the heating and ventilating 
apparatus ; and numerous offices and small apartments for the use of the ser- 
vants and laboring people about the premises. The access to this story from 
vdthout is by a door at either end of the principal hall ; and it communicates 
with the story above it by the priocipal stairway in the center. The basement, 
or the story afibrdmg the principal entrance, is 14 feet high from floor to 
ceiling, and is traversed through its whole length by a hall 10 feet wide. 
It is approached by the principal entrance in the center on the north side, and 
not more than two steps above the level of the open space in A'ont of it; and 
by two doors at either extremity of the ^eat hall east and west The princi- 
pal stairway on the south of this hall is opposite the central entrance, with 
which it communicates through the vestibule. But there are also other stair- 
ways, one in each wing, ascendmg from this floor to the uppermost story. 
These smaller stairways are constructed of iron, and are intended to fumiui 
safe escape from the several wards in case of fire or panic, as well as to give 
privacy to the wards, and relieve the center of the building from noise and 
Dustle. The wards for the sick in this floor are four in number, each about 
27 by 38 feet; and, like the larger wards above, are furnished with all the re- 
quisite offices and appurtenances. Each of the three stories above the base- 
ment is in height, from floor to ceiling, 15 feet On these are all the principal 
wards. 

These wards consist of— 1st an infirmary, or sick room, intended to ac- 
commodate about 30 patients, and measuring within the walls 84 by 27 feet 
2d. A nurses' room, of sufficient size for two nurses (the number assigned to 
everv ward). 3d. A refectory, or eating room, with its requisite appliances, 
dumb-waiter, cupboard, sink, &c. 4th. A common room, in which are ranges 
of drawers for the clothing of the patients and the furniture of the sick room, 
when out of use. Each patient has here a separate drawer in which his own 
clothinff b kept, apart from that of the other patients. This room is also to 
be need as a retiring room for conversation, and for the recreation of conva- 
lescents. 5th. A small spare room for the seclusion of special cases. 6th. A 
transept or recess, 10 feet wide, on the side of the ward, and opposite the door 
which opens upon the central hall. Communicating directly with this recess, 
and through it, with the sick room, are, on one side, 7th. the water-closet and 
bath-room; and on the* other side, 8th. the door leading to the private stair- 
way already mentioned. Each ward is lighted on every side by spacious win- 
dows reaching to the floor; but the ventilating arrangements are independent 
of these, and are, perhaps, even more efficient in the winter time, while the 
windows and doors are shut, than when the steam is shut ofl^, and all the 
windows are open to the air, in the summer season. Such, at least, is 
the fact in the main hospital edifice, within which this improved system of 
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heatlDgf and ventilation has been in operation now for several years, and 
in which the patients suffer less, from erysipelas and other depressing maladiea 
from impure air, in winter than in summer. 

The fresh air, when the windows and doors are closed, is introduced from 
without through two upright shafts, each at the distance of twenty-six feet 
firom the house— one opposite its eastern, and the other opposite its western 
entrance. Passing downwards through each of th^se shafts, by an opening of 
4 feet 4 inches square, the air traverses a horizontal continuation of this 
opening, and is conducted through this, onwards several feet beneath the 
surface and parallel with the main hall, towards the central portion of the 
building ; and reaching, in this course, the smaller conduits in communication 
with the air chambers, it enters these through openings in the floor ; and here, 
exposed to vast coils of steam pipe, it receives the requisite temperature 
in the chambers, and is allowed to escape upwards by separate flues, for each 
point of destination, into the wards or other apartments of the building. 
Each of the principal wards receives through the wall, near the floor, fresh air 
by four such flues, which are constantly open, and regulated by registers 
wholly beyond the control of the patients. The foul air of the wards, 
and other apartments, is carried off by upward currents through the chimneys, 
to the open air, by special fouUair flues which communicate with open 
belAreys in the attic. Of these belfreys there are four, two to each wiDCf; and 
through these an upward current is constantly secured by coils of heated 
steam pipe placed within them, and which can be kept in operation winter and 
summer, independent of the apparatus for warming tne house. In each of the 
large wards there are two wide chimneys— one at either end, and from 
thirteen to fifteen of these special foul-air traps ranging lengthwise along the 
aides of the ward, with registers at top and bottom alternately. There is also . 
a smoke-flue in each of the air-chambers, so that stoves or other heating ap- 
paratus may be used if the present plan should be abandoned. 

The water-closets are ventilated by a downward current There are no 
traps connected with the seats, but the air, descending with the soil and foul 
water, is drawn off at a point just above the bottom of the perpendicular soil 
shafts, and conducted horizontally, under ground, through iron pipes, till it 
reaches the smoke-shaft coming from the furnace room, with which it enters, 
and, together with the smoke and heatedf gases of the furnace, is carried off 
through the high chimney of the main building over the top of the house* 
The liquid soil, separated from the current of descending air, after reaching 
the ffround, passes through a trap which prevents regurgitation, and is thence 
conducted, under ground, to the public sewer in Duane-street 

The whole building will accommodate from 240 to 250 patients, affording 
each of these not less than a thousand feet of cubic space, and a circulating 
eorrent of air, when the ventilating apparatus is in operation, of not less 
than half a mile an hour ; and, on an average, probably there is four times that 
amount Amonff the labor-saving contrivances not to be overlooked, and be- 
yond those already mentioned, are: — 1st, speaking tubes, communicating with 
each of the wards; 2nd, a descent-shaft for the passage of clothiog, bedding, 
&c., from the wards to the ground floor, or in the contrary direction ; 3rd, a 
hoistway and platform for raising the crippled and disabled patients from the 
busement floor to the several wards above ; 4th, gas fixtures in every apart- 
ment ; 6th, four iron tanks of vast dimensions, placed in the attic, and supplied 
with water by a forcing-pump, worked by a small engine, which is placed in 
the fiupace-room, more than a hundred feet from the building. The water, in 
two of these tanks, is kept constantly boiling by means of steam-pipes, which 
are placed within the tanks. Each ward and private room of the house is, by 
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means of these tanks, abundantly supplied with hot and cold water ; and the 
whole arrangement is such, that each ward may be wholly secluded from the 
rest, and may be said to constitute a complete infirmary within itself. 

The surreal amphitheater, in the center of the upper story, towards the 
north, is lighted through the roof by a vast circular dome of glass, and by side- 
windows opening to the north. The circular space within which tJie operating 
table rests, is surrounded with ranges of seats, rising from the floor, and by a 
circular gallery for similar seats above ; and the whole apartment is so arranged 
as to furnish a perfect view of the operating table from every seat, and to ac- 
commodate about 260 persons. 

The building is of the most substantial materials. Its walls are of gneiss, 
from Westchester County, N. Y., and its total cost will vary but little from 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 
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The Principles and Practice of Obstetric Medicine and Surgery^ in refer- 
ence to the Process of Parturition ; with Sixty-four Plates and numer- 
ous Woodcuts. By Francis H. Ramsbotham, M, D., Fellow of the 
Roy. Coll. Physic, of London, Obstetric Physician to the London Hos- 
pital, and Lecturer on Obstetric and Forensic Medicine at the Lend. 
Hosp., Med. College, &c., <fec. A new American Edition, revised 
by the Author. With Notes and Additions, byWiLLiAM V. Ebat- 
INO, M. D., Lecturer on Obstretics and Diseases of Women in the Phila. 
Med. Association, Physician to the St Joseph's Hospital, <fec., Ac. 
Philadelphia: Blanchard <S^Lea, 1855. pp. 648. 
We have here an American edition, prepared by the author himself^ 
of a work on obstetrics, the character of which is too well established to 
require any thing more than an announcement of its appearance. A 
former edition was indorsed by one of our first teachers of this branch, 
as most valuable to the American public " from its intrinsic and other 
excellence, and as being the best authorized exponent of British mid- 
wifery," and as having received •* the unanimous recommendation of the 
British periodical press, as the standard work" on this subject The ap- 
preciation of the work by the counirymen of the author, is shewn by the 
fact that nearly six thousand copies have already passed through the 
hands of the publisher in London. Additions have been made to suc- 
cessive editions, including the present one, to keep pace with the progress 
in this department of science. The American editor. Dr. Keating, has 
embodied in it, as far as possible, the peculiar views of the most eminent 
teachers on the subject in our country, and the American publishers have 
enhanced the value of the work by an additional number of illustrations ; 
so that it may be regarded as presenting a fair view of the present state 
of this branch, both in Great Britain and this country, liie additions 
refer chiefly to the inclined planes of the pelvis ; generation ; signs of 
pre^ancy ; foetal circulation ; mechanism of labor ; employment of anies- 
thetics ; use of ergot ; American forceps, and rules for tnoir applications ; 
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views of American obstetrioians on puerperal fever ; Professor Clark's 
treatment of puerperal fever ; rupture of the uterus ; causes of abortion, 
&C. The volume is well printed, and the engravings and woodcuts well 
executed and distinct, as well as numerous and valuable. 

Quarterly Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia. From November 1st, 1864, to February 7th, 1856, 
inclusive. Lippin^sott, Qrambo <fe Co., 1866, pp. 86. 
This last number of the ^ Summary " contains an interesting case, by 
Dr. Pepper, of death in a little girl, — aged eighteen months in August, 
1847, — from a grain of coffee in the air-passa^^ about three years and 
five months from the time of the accident, with general remarks on the 
subject and allusions to other cases. Cases are also related of the success- 
ful ti-eatment of uterine haemorrhage by the essential oil of the Erigeron 
Philadelphicum, by Dr. Wilson ; and a note by Dr. H.nartshome on the 
influence of ether on the nervous centers. The Trustees of the Kuilding 
Fund report the sum of more than fifteen hundred dollars on hand, an 
example by which our Academy of Medicine should profit This num- 
ber also contains remarks by Dr. Wood, on the curability of intestinal 
perforation in typhoid fever, and on peritonitis in typhoid fever, with- 
out intestinal perforation ; and ca^es of meningitis, by Dr. Hartshome ; 
all of which are interesting and of practical value. 

Positive Medical Agents, being a treatise on the new alkaloid, resinoid, 
and concentrated preparations of Indigenous and Foreign Medical 
Plants. By authority of the American Chemical Institute. New 
York : C. B. Norton, 71 Chainbers street. Publisher. 1854. pp. 200. 
The object of this work is to make known "the positive principles 
of medicinal value contained in our vegetable Materia Medica," with 
the wish that the profession would test their value. After five chapters 
of ^ general considerations," embracing a wide range of topics, we nave 
a description of the active principles of thirty four different vegetable 
articles, with their therapeutic properties accurately defined, with the 
doses, ice., followed by over a hundred formulas, arranged in groups of 
from two to seven different articles, and bracketed opposite different dis- 
eases, as though they were the sure eradicators of them. The book 
closes with ** Clinic Reports," the first of which is that of a case of chronic 
diarrhoea. The first prescription was one of six powders, made up of 
three different articles ; three days afterwards, the patient took a powder 
containing four articles, all different f^om the first ; and the following 
day he was ordered eighteen powders, consisting of seven different arti- 
cles, of which five were entirely new. He then took some essential oils, 
which were followed by sixty pills, made up of four of those " positive" 
agents, one to be taken morning and evening till all were used. No 
aSusion is made to the subject of diet in the course of the report The 
third case is one of " translated mumps and inflammation." A dose of 
three different positive agents was first given in the morning, and the 
same evening a powder consisting of four entirely different articles; and 
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the next day, pills containing five different articles, one of which was in 
the second prescription. He was at work, cured, at the end of ten days. 
We have always been in &vor of the preparation of remedies in their 
most concentrated form, and we doubt Dot that the "American Chemical 
Institute " may have rendered essential service in this respect, in the case 
of some articles at least ; but we regret to see the therapeutic properties of 
other articles of but trifling medicinal powers, brought forward in such a 
positive manner, and so, we fear, unduly praised for the cure of disease. We 
have, for instance, a combination of five of these articles, as one which will 
perhaps cure every case of puerperal fever, when given in full doses (p. 
149). Then, again, each remedy cures diseases differing so much in 
their pathology as to prove rather too much. We shall be glad, how- 
ever, if the work is successful in directing the attention of the profes- 
sion to the extensive and varied resources of our indigenous medicinal 
plants. 

We acknowledge the receipt of the following Pamphlets : 

" Address before the Physico-Medical Society of New Orleans." By 

Dr. A. M^RciBB. " Introductory Address before the Vermont Medical 

College, Woodstock." By Wm. Henry Thayer, M. D., Prof, of Theory 

and Practice. March, 1865. pp. 17, "Letters in Reply to the 

Croonian Lectures, for 1864, of Chas. West." By Henry Miller, M. D., 
Prof, of Obstetrics, Louisville University. " Annual Report of Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital, 1864." "Trial and Conviction of Dr. S. 

T. Beale." Philadelphia, 1865. "Sanitary Reports of CSty of Buf- 
falo, 1854." By J. M. Newman, Health Physician. "Medicine, a 

Science; or Disease a UniL" By H. Backus. Selma, Ala. 1865. 
*' Error of Position." By Professor Milo, O. S. R., of Triune Col- 
lege, Hopewell, Nashville. ^**^ Annual Report of Trustees of N. Y. Dis- 
pensary." January, 1865. " Report of a Trial for alleged Mai Prac- 
tices against Dixi Crosby, M.D., Professor of Surgery in Dar^nouth 

Medical College." "Report of the Inquest in case of A^es La d- 

more." 1854. "Report of Trustees of the Demilt DispenspTy." 

1864. "Report on the Mineral Region of De Verregaz, wiii itS Gold 

Mines." By J. King Mbrritt, M. D. 1864. "Anniversary Ora^'on 

before N. Y. Academy of Medicine." By John H. GaiscoM, M. D. 

1854. " Report of Committee on Public Health and Legal Medicine 

of N. Y. Academy of Medicine, on Solidified Milk." Dec., 1854. 

Table of Urinary Deposits, by John King, M. D., Cincinnati, O. 

Report of the Butler Hospital for the Insane, R. I. Report of the 

Pennsylvania Lunatic Asylum, By Dr. Kirkbride. Case of Pene- 
trating Gunshot Wound of the Heart, <kc By J. M. Carnochan, M. D., 
Surgeon in Chief to the State Hosp., Prof. Surg., <fec., ^c. 
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CoBe of Zacerated Wound of the Hearty hy a fragfnent of Wood — h$ai' 
ing of the Wound — Death on Thirty-seventh Day. By Thomab 

DOBIS. 

[Furnished by Dr, J. B. D. Stillman.] 

JanuaiT 19tb, 1833, 1 was summoned to attend WUliam Mills, aged 
ten years, living at Boughton, two miles from Upton. His parents in- 
formed me that their son had shot himself with a gun, made out of the 
handle of a telescope toasting fork. To form the breech of the gun, he 
had driven a plug of wood, ^ut three inches in length, into the handle 
of the fork. The touch-hole of the gun was made after the charge of 
powder had been deposited in the hollow part of the handle. The con- 
sequence was, that when the gunpowder exploded, it forced the artificial 
breech or stick from the barrel part of the gun with such violence, that 
it entered the thorax, on the right side, between the third and fourth 
ribs, and disappeared. Immediately after the accident, the boy walked 
home, a distance of about forty yards. 

He had lost a considerable quantity of blood» and appeared very 
fiEunt ; when I turned him on his right side, a stream of venous blood 
issued from the orifice through which the stick had entered the thorax. 
Several hours elapsed before any degree of reaction took place ; he did 
not complain of any pain. 

For the first ten days or a fortnight after the accident, he appeared 
to be recovering, and once during thkt time walked into lus garden and 
back, a distance of about eighty yards ; and while there he amused him- 
self with his flowers, and even stirred the mold. He always said he 
was well, and was often cheerful and even merry. There was no peculiar 
expression of countenance, excepting that his eyes were ratner too 
bnght ; after the first fortnight he visibly emaciated, and had frequent 
rigors, which were always followed by faintness. Pulse was very quick ; 
no cough nor spitting of blood. The secretions were healthy. He had 
no pain throughouthis illness. He died on the evening of the 25th of 
February, exactly five weeks and two days after the accident 

Postmortem, — On opening the thorax, a small cicatrix was visible 
between the cartilages of the third and fourth ribs on the rieht side, 
about half an inch from the sternum. There was nd effusion of blood or 
of serum into the sac of the pleura. The lungs appeared quite healthy, 
excepting that there was a small tubercle in the right lung, and at its root, 
near to the pulmonary artery, a small blue mark in the cellular tissue, 
corresponding in size with the cicatrix on the parietes of the chest. 

Pericardium and Heart, — ^When the pericardium was divided, about 
half an ounce of serum was found in it. The heart externally healthy. 
When an incision was made into the heart, so as to expose the right au- 
ricle and ventricle, we were astonished to find lodgea in that ventricle 
the stick which the boy had used at the breech of me gun, the one end 
VOL, rv. NO. 8. 24 
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of it pressing against the extreme part of the yentricle, near the apex, 
and forcing itseUT between the columnm camecB and the internal surface 
of the heart ; the other end resting upon the auriculo-yentricular vd^e, 
tearing part of its delicate structure, and being itself encrusted with a 
thick coagulum, as large as a walnut We searched in vain for any 
wound, either in the heart itself, or in the pericardium, by which the 
stick could have found its way into the yentricle. ♦ * * * 
There was no wound, nor remnant of a wound, either in the pericardium 
or in the muscular structure of the heart The stick seems to have en- 
tered the mediastinum, without wounding the anterior portion of the right 
lung, but to have wounded the posterior portion of the lung, near its 
root What became of the stick afterwards, is uncertain, excepting that 
we know it fonnd its way into the heart — Transaetians of the Pnmneud 
Medical and Surgical Aesodaiionj Vol, 2d, 



DoMSSTic. — Death from Chloric Ether, — At Lynn, Mass., in February 
last, a female about to have some dental operation performed, insisted upon 
inhaling chloric ether: the respiration soon became embarassed, and death 
ensued in from five to six minutes. On post mortem — cavities were found 
in the lungs. The case was at first mcorrectly reported as a death from snl- 
pharic ether, but concentrated chloric ether, (chloroform dissolved in alcohol^ 
was used. No death from sulphuric ether has occurred withia our knowledge. 
— San Francisco Medical and Surgical Society. At its late anniversary, Dr. 
B. B. Coit, President, pronounced a ouloinr upon the late Valentine Mott, Jr^ 
M. D., one of the Vice-Presidents of the Society. Dr. Toland was appointed 
to prepare a memoir of the deceased. — Dr. W. L. Atlee has pablished a 
statement of thirty cases of ovariotomy, thirteen of which were followed by 
a fatal result, either from exhaustion, peritonitis or h»morrhage. 

American Medical Association. — Delegates will meet at Musical Fand 
Hall, Locust street, between 8th and 9th streets, on Tuesday, May 1 at, at 11, 
A. M. The Committee of Arrangements will attend at the UoUege of Physi- 
cians, Spruce street, on Saturday and Monday, day and evenmg, and on Tues- 
day, at the Musical Fund Hall. A very large attendance is expected. 

Superintendents of the Associations ^the insane, — Annual meeting at Boston, 

on the 4th Tuesday in May, at 10, A. M. The Oovemment Hospital for the 

Insane^ under the charge of C. H. Nichols, M. D., (late of Bloomlnffdale) is 
now open for the Insane of the army and navy and of the District of Colom- 
bia; it is situated twd miles south of the Capital on the eastern branch of the 
Potomac ; accommodations for 60 patients are now completed, and the erection 
of ^ buildings is still going on. BeUevue Hospital, — The following ap- 
pointments have recently been made. — Senior Assistant Surgeons. — Dr. H. U. 
Draper, C. L. Ives, J. D. Gait, W. Frothingham, H. B. Sands. Junior Assist- 
ants. — Dr. J. Hulls, G. E. Amerman, J. Hitchcock, W. Jones. House Physi- 
dans. — ^T. B. Norcom, R. K. Isam. House Surgeons. — Drs. Oswald, Haines 

and S. J. Sawyer. DqnUy Healik Officer and Marine Physician.—jyr. Mar- 

tendale of SUteo Island has been appointed; Dr. Elisha Harris, Phjrsician le 
the Macioe Hospital, Quarantine.-— Dr. Brown-Seqnard has resigned as 
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Professor of PhysioloffT in Richmond Medical College: he sailed for Havre 

on 31st April. A Ffoble Example. — Miss Elizabeth Pratt has bequeathed 

$20,000 to the Massachusetts Greneral Hospital. Dr. Asa Fitch, of North- 
em New York, has been elected corresponding member of the Entomological 

Society of Paris, being the only American ever appointed. The Naval 

Medical Board are in session at Naval Asylnm, Philadelphia — Surgeon T. Dil- 
lard. President, Surgeons J. M. Green and J. M. Foltz, Members; Passed- As- 
sistant Surgeon, J. A. Henderson, Recorder. To be in session two months 

for examination of candidates. Death from the Absorption of Washing 

Soda. — A washerwoman, having received a slight cut on one of her finders, 
engaged in washing some linen in water containing " washing soda.'' Next 
day ime felt much pain in the part, which also began to swell. The swelling 
continued to increase and to extend up the arm, attended with much pain and 
constitutional disturbance. Active antiphlogistic treatment was resorted to, 

but she rapidly grew worse, and finally sank. A few weeks since, a case 

in some respects similar happened in this city : A woman, whilst splitting a 
piece of wood ran a small splinter into the fore finger of her right hand. 
Soon afterwards she engaged in washing — ^the water containing some sal 
soda. In a day or two the finger began to swell and g^ve pain ; a deep-seated 
abscess formed in it, and on the back of the, hand — ^both were freely laid open, 
and recovery ensued after about four weeks of suffering.-— » The euloffy 
-upon Professor Swett, delivered before the Medical and Surfifical 'Society, m 
January last, has been published for distribution by the members of that So- 
ciety. ^Dr. La Roche, of Philadelphia, has been appointed to the chair of 

Pathological Anatomy and Physiology in Memphis Medical College, to fill 
the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Professor C. T. Quintard, who 

is about to take orders in the Episcopal Church. The Institute for the 

Treatment of Chronic Diseases of Females^ at Great Barrington, Mass., es- 
tablished some years since by Clarkson C. Collins, M. D., late of this city, 
is in successful operation, and there no longer remains a doubt of the great 
utility of such an establishment. 

New Works in Preparation, — ^Dr. Stephen Smith, one of the editors of 
the New York Journal of Medicine^ is preparing for press a work on ** Medical 
Jurisprudence, in its application to the practice of Medicine, Surgery, and 
Midwifery in the Unitea States," and is aesirous of having members of the 
profession communicate to him reports of trials for mal-practice, or any facts 
relating to cases where suits have been threatened, or instituted, or quashed, 
or in which malpractice has be<m alleged in the practice of Medicine, Surgery, 
or Midwifery. Professor Draper is about to publish a Treatise on Physi- 
ology; it will be issued in August next Professor Bedford has completed 
his work on Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children, to be issued 
by the Messrs. Wood. Schroeder, 12 Bible House, is about to publish a 
second edition of Professor Mott's "^ Tour in the East" 

Weekly Mortality. Crnr.— For the toeek ending April Ith^ 1856, 441 :— 
Consumption, 47 ; apoplexy, 7 ; congestion of brain, 9 ; dysentery, 3 ; diarrhoea, 
4 ; bronchitis, 10 ; pneumonia, 31 ; croup, 6 ; scarlet fever, 24 ; measles, 11 ; 
typhus fever,. 12. For the toeek ending April 14/fc, 479 :— -Consumption, 64 ; 
apK>plexy, 4 ; congestion of brain, 8; dysentery, 5 ; diarrhoea, 5 ; bronchitis, 7; 
pneumonia, 32 ; croup, 12; scarlet fever, 30; measles, 14; typhus fever (in- 
eluding " typhoid"), 9. For the toeek ending April 2\st, 479 :— Consumption, 
18 ; apoplexy, 7 ; congestion of brain, 7 ; dysentery, 8 ; diarrhoea, 8 ; bronchitis, 
60; pneumonia, 36; croup, 17; scarlet fever, 33 ; measles, 12; smallpox, 6; 
whooping cough, 10; typhus fever, 12. 
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METEOROLOGICAL RECORD. 



The greatest mortality during the past winter occurred in its coldest 
and driest weeks, and the least in the warmest and dampest 

MAKRIED. 

At Sunny Point, PiJatka, East Florida, in March, Edwakd S. HomiAir, 
M. D., of New York, and Gbetrude, daughter of Hon. J. H. Brohson, of 

Florida. At Brooklyn, N. Y., on the 24th April, Dr. F. P. Porcher, of 

Charleston, S. C, and YmGiHiA, daughter of the late B. W. Leigh, of Rich- 
mend, Va. 



NECROLOCT. 

Died, recently, at Boxford, Mass., Dr. Geo. B. Sawter, set 85. Tn 

this city, on 19th April, William Seaman, M. D., set 69. At New Orleans, 

on nth April, S. D. Moneil, M. D., set 53. At Mansfield, Conn., on 15th 

April, G. T. Barrows, M. D., set 23, a recent graduate to the University 

Medical College. At Canaan, N. Y., on the 12th April, Stephen Brown, 

M. D., late of this city, set 69. Dr. Brown, for a long period, was extensively 
engaged in the practice of medicine in this city, and, for many years, was 
Physician to the Bellevue Alms House; subsequently, in 1826, he was ap- 
pointed one of the Physicians to the New York Hospital, and performed the 
duties of that office until 1832, when he resigned. Dr. Browk contributed 
much to the periodical medical literature of his day, most of his essays having 
been published in the American Medical Recorder. In 1821 he published an 
essay •* On the new mode of Bandaging Fractures of the Clavicle." In July, 
1828, ^ Observations on the Use of the Nitrate of Silver," embodying, also, 
the results of ten cases of ulcerated sore throat, treated by Dr. Jo. Belden, 
bv the saturated solution. In July, 1828, his '^ Prize Essay on Typhus 
Fever" was published; and in January, 1829, ^An Essay on Small Poz, Vario- 
loid, and Vaccination." At Trenton, on the 20th April, Dr. Peter Howel, 

set 49. In February last, of diabetes, at Liege, Belgium, M. Lombard, 

Professor of Chemical Medicine in the University of Liege, Vice-President of 

the Belgian Academy 6f Medicines, set. 63. In Paris, M. Jadelot, formerly 

Physician to the Hospital des Enfants. Also, M. Boulet, Member of the 

Academv of Medicine, in the Section of Veterinary Surgery. At Turin, 

on 22Dd January, Professor Sachero, President of the Royal Academy of 

Medicine at Turin. At Geneva, Switzerland, M. Mayor, aet 76, President 

of the Section of Natural Sciences, in the Institute of Geneva, Author of 

numerous monographs on Surgery and Natural Histoiy. On January 

13th, at Cape Town, Africa, Rev. John Scudder, M. D., for 30 years a 
medical missionary in India. 
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dDriginol CnmmumnitiattH. 

On the Origin of Milk and Action of the Mammary Gland, By Johh 

W. Draper, M. D., Professor of Chemistry and Physiology in the 

University of New York. 

[From a "Treatisa on Physiology/* now in preee.] 

We now enter on a consideration of the function of the mammary 
gland, with a view of determining whether it acts in virtue of its special 
construction — whether it fabricates in itself, by the agency of cells, the 
proximate constituents of milk,-— or whether it merely strains them from 
the blood in which they pre-exist. 

Due weight should be given to the fact, that, unlike the excretions of 
the luDgs, the kidneys, or even the liver, the milk contains a very laige 
percentage of histo-genetic or formati/e bodies. Its casein cannot be 
considered as in the career of retrograde transformation, since in the body 
of the infant it is presently changed into albumen. Such a fact might 
even lead us to suspect that we should detect some essential structural 
and functional differences between the mammae and other glands. 

The influence of special structure is, however, disposed of by the nu- 
merous well-authenticated cases now on record, in which portions of the 
skin or stomach, the navel, intestines, axilla, and glands in the groin have 
assumed a vicarious action, and secreted milk. And though it has been 
said of the latter instance, that it may be nothing more than an obscure 
manifestation of an attempt in the human species at a repetition of the 
mammary gland in a region near which it is normally present in the 
lower mammals, such a remark has no application in the other cases. 
We may, therefore, infer that the proximate constituents of the milk are 
not manufactured by reason of any special structure of the gland which 
secretes them, since other structures can assume a vicarious action. 

This, therefore, narrows our inquiry down to the point, does the mam- 
mary gland merely filter off from the blood, substances already existing 

VOL. IV. NO. 9. 25 
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Id it ? or, those substances not so pre-existing, are they made in this or- 
gan by cells ? 

Of the proximate constituents of milk, many, sach as the entire group 
of its salts, are acknowledged on all hands to pre-exist in the blood ; and 
these, constituting about ^ of its solid ingredients, must be admitted to 
pass into the secretion by strainage only. Of the other solid ingre- 
dients, the fat, which constitutes about one-fourth, also exists in the blood, 
being derived by lacted absorption from the food. 

It is capable of demonstration, that milk-giving, herbivorous animals 
find in their ordinary diet a sufficient quantity of oleaginous material to 
supply the drain established through the mammary gUnd, and also the 
calorifacient demand, even supposing that no fat is made in the system. 

There are many facts which show that the identical fats occurring in 
the food are actually delivered by the mammary gland with many of 
their qualities unchanged. Thus, if by chance cows should eat the 
tender shoots of pine trees, or wild onions, or other strong-smelling herbs, 
the milk is at once contaminated with the special flavor of their oils. 
The same, too, takes place when turnips are introduced into the diet. If 
half the allowance of hay for a cow is replaced by an equivalent quan- 
tity of linseed cake, rich in oil, the cow maintains herself in good con- 
dition, but the milk produces a butter more than usually soft, and taint- 
ed with a peculiar flavor received from the linseed oil. 

It is unnecessary to add any observations in relation to carnivorous 
mammals, which obviously find in their prey large quantities of faU It 
might also be added that it is one of the functions of the liver to eflTect 
the fabrication of oily material. Fats of various kinds must of necessity, 
therefore, always exist in the blood. A simple arithmetical computation 
founded on the data furnished by the tables of the constitution of the 
blood and of the milk respectively, will show that there is at any 
moment a sufficient supply of fat in the blood to furnish two thirds of the 
diuroal amount of milk. It does not, therefore, seem philosophical to 
impute to the mammary gland a power of forming butter. It, doubtless, 
obtains that substance directly from the blood. 

Next of the Casein: There has been much controversy among 
chemists respecting the existence of casein as a normal ingredient in the 
blood. Theoretically, there does not appear any solid reason for deny- 
ing that it may be one of the normal constituents, considering the 
identity of constitution which it shows with albumen. The evidence 
is much more distinct and positive in the case of puerperal blood, and 
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n greatly strengthened by the now universally recognized tendency to the 
occorrence of kiestine in the urine during gestation. Though under these 
drcumstances it disappears as soon as lactation commeoces, it is a very 
significant fact that Idestine returns in the urine if any thing occurs to 
check the secretion of milk. 

The occurrence of casein under the form of kiestine in the urine, in 
quantity increasing as gestation advances, indicates that the system is 
assuming a propensity for the generation of this substance from its own 
albuminoid compounds. And since in nurses who are starved, the per- 
centage of this substance in the milk does not seem to be materially 
affected, we are forced to attribute its immediate source to the system, 
rather than to the food. In this respect it differs from the oily con- 
sdtuent butter, the percentage amount of which is instantly affected by 
variations in the nature and quantity of the food, and which exhibits a 
singular diminution if all fatty matter be withheld from the nurse. 

Many of the remarks just made respecting casein are applicable to 
the saccharine consituent of the milk, the origin of which is not to be 
attributed so much to the food directly, as to the system. For in the 
starvation of nurses, the sugar, like the casein, still continues to form to 
nearly the normal amount Probably its production is due to the liver, 
and is. in reality, nothing more than an indication of the increased 
action of that gland ; one of the prime functions of which is the genera- 
tion of saccharine compounds. 

From the data now before us respecting the origin of the different 
constituents of the milk, the casein, the butter, the sugar, and the salts, 
we are able to come to a definite conclusion regarding the physiological 
action of the mammary gland. And this is the more important, since 
that decision touches the whole theory of secretion. For if there be a 
gland in the body in which we should expect to find proofs of formative 
power, through the agency of cell life, or otherwise, in giving rise to 
products that did not pre-exist in the blood, it is certainly the mammary. 
But now as it appears that all the ingredients which its secretion contains 
are found in the blood, we can scarcely suppose that the gland itself does 
more than merely strain them out Of course, in common with all such 
structures, it poasesses what might be aptly termed an elective filtrating 
power. Thus it permits the exudation of the iodide of potassium from 
the blood, but refuses a pas<^age to the ferrocyanide. And finally, the 
conclusion to which we thus come gives emphasis to the remark, that 
the more thoroughly we study the secretions delivered by the various 
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glands, and the more perfectly we identify the sonreea from wfaidi their 
constituent ingredients have been derived, the more we are disposed to 
impute glandular action to the physical process of electire filtration, and 
the less to the agency of cell life. 



ObservattoM on Four Caaet of Acute Glossitis, By Israel Mosss, 
M. D., Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army. 

During ten years of professional life, spent in civil and military hos- 
pitals, and in various regions of the American continent, I have met with 
but four cases of acute glossitis ; and, from conversation with my profes- 
sional friends, it appears to be a disease rarely encountered. With the 
hope of attracting the attention of medical men, I am induced, through 
your journal, to relate the history of my own cases ; and, as a matter <A 
convenience, I shall give them in the reversed order of date. 

L MOSES, 
Asst. Surgeon, U. S, Army. 

Case L Dec, ISth, 1854. Ramon Barona, set 35, a Mexican, living 
in Rio Grande City, Texas, presented himself at my house at 8, A. M., 
complaining of great pain about the throat, and inability to swallow 
food. He was a short, stout fellow, of robust constitution, and had been 
taken the previous evening with chill, and the usual prodromatA of in- 
flammatory fever. I found him suffering from hot skin ; rapid, full, 
pulse ; turgid condition of all the vessels about the head and neck ; 
great dyspnoea, and difficulty of articulation ; the anterior cervical region 
very full ; his tongue crimson, and covered with a heavy, yeUowish fur. 
The Mexicans generally being a feeble race, and intolerant of blood-let- 
ting, and an epidemic malarial fever prevailing at the time, diminishing 
still more the vis vitce of all the inhabitants, I directed divided doses 
of tart. ant. and Epsom salts, a large flax-seed poultice to be applied, 
with an alum gargle. About two hours after, he again came to my 
office, with all the above f^ymptoms increased in severity, having obtained 
the medicines, but having been unable to use tbem. As the case was ur- 
gent, I sent him to my hospital ; and the tongue having rapidly increased 
so as to fill the mouth, I made two deep incisions on either side of the 
raph6, and directed the same remedies to be administered. Unfortu- 
nately, we are not supplied with leeches, and none could be procured in 
the village. Towards evening, I made two more deep incisions, with 
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great reKef ; the free purgation and the sedative effects of the antimony 
began to repress the inflammatory force. His tongue, however, was still 
.voluminous, and deglutition almost impossible. He was carefully 
watched during the night, and I made preparations, almost certainly 
expecting to be oWged to open the trachea. The tongue was at least 
an inch and a quarter in thickness, overlapping and projecting beyond 
the dental arch. I was not disturbed during the night, and next morn- 
ing found him quiet, with no increase of the disease. Active purgation 
was kept up during the day (19th), the mouth sponged with a solution 
of nitrate of silver, and no food given ; the hot flax-seed poultice contin- 
med, and changed three times a day. Next day, there was a decided 
decadence of the alarming symptoms ; and he went on slowly to conva- 
lescence. 

Casb n. Capt L., 6th infantry, soon after our return from Toluca to 
the city of Mexico, was attacked with "sore throat" April — , 1848, for 
which the ordinary simple remedies were prescribed. The next day, I 
found he had passed a distressing night — all his symptoms intensified, 
high febrile movement, increased swelling of the throat, deglutition 
only performed with painful difficulty ; externally, the throat very full, 
turgidity of the blood-vessels, and increasing dyspnoea. I immediately 
opened a vein, and withdrew 20 oz. of blood, directed a dozen leeches to 
the throat, to be followed by hot flax-seed poultices, and divided doses 
of salts with tart emetic every two hours; nothing but water for a 
drink. Towards evening, the distress continuing, two dozen leeches 
were applied, followed by poultices, which were to be constantly 
chaisged. 

Third day. Had passed a sleepless night, though he took a grain 
of morphia ; and finding no improvement, I again directed thirty leeches 
to the.throat The posterior portion of the tongue was so swollen as to 
occupy the whole cavity of the mouth ; the salivary glands were enor- 
mously enlarged, and the external swelling on a level with the chin and 
Bteraum; great dyspnoea and deafness, deglutition almost impossible, 
restlessness and anxiety. Towards evening as many more leeches wer e 
applied, followed by poultices and a hot bath, after which he was more 
comfortable. 

J^Qurih day. Passed a rather more comfortable night, and slept a 
little this morning, about an hour or so. There was no increase of the 
swelling, which was softer ; on careful examination I thought I de tecte ^ 
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deep-seated matter, and determined to cut for it I carefally put in a 
thumb-lancet, and slowly made my way as deeply as it would go, about 
an inch and a half in the median line, opposite the cricoid cartilage ; but 
on withdrawing it, no matter followed. Fearing to go deeper, I passed 
in. a pledget of lint, and re-applied poultices. His symptoms not being 
so urgent as yesterday, I did not visit him until 4, P. M., when, much to 
my satisfaction, I learned that there had been a discharge of a table- 
spoonful of pus into the poultice, with marked relief to the swelling and 
general distress. From this period the case did well, and convalescenoe 
progressed. 

Cask III. About this same date, a serjeant of Company — , 6th in- 
fantry, was attacked in the same way. The swelling externally was leas, 
but that of the tongue greater, than in the previous case. The same act- 
ive, depletory plan was pursued, with scarifications. No matter formed 
in this case, and the disease subsided. At the period of the recurrence 
of these cases, there was a great tendency among the troops to laryngeal 
affections of an acute form, which could not be explained ; they were 
well housed and fed, the weather mild, and military duties not £ftUguing. 

Cask IV. Fred'k Hoist, »t. 50, Dane, seaman, arrived in New York 
in the beginning of May, 1845, from sea, and since then has been drank 
nearly every day. On the 25th May, while at his boarding house, b^an 
to be affected with delirium tremens, running up and down and shout- 
ing at imaginary objects which pursued him. This continued until the 
morning of the 27th, when he was found working before a looking-glass 
with two pieces of stick, and said he was trying to get out a piece of meat 
that was under his tongue. It was then first noticed that his tongue was 
red and very much swollen. He was brought to the hospital between 7 
and 8, A. M. When admitted, he appeared to be suffering from long 
debauch, his tongue was enormously swollen, so as almost completely to 
fill the muuth, of a deep and dull red color, excessively hard, and cov- 
ered with a thick, yellow coat; there was. a constant flow of saliva from 
the mouth ; skin dry and hot ; pulse feeble and accelerated. Several 
deep incisions were made into the tongue, six leeches applied to the angle 
of the jaw on either side, and calomel, gr. xv., administered. Flax-seed 
poultices were applied as soon as the leeches dropped of. The patient 
continued apparently very com'fortable, taking some soup for his dinner, 
which was swallowed with great diflSculty. At 4 o'clock P. M., I was 
called to see him, and by the time I had reached the ward, he was dead. 
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His tongue was protruded and bitten ; mouth and face covered with dark 
blood ; ftoe livid. His death was very sudden. 

On postmortem examination^ nineteen hours after death, the dura 
mater was found thickened, and firmly adherent to the bone, particularly 
along the line of the sutures ; very slight subarachnoid effusion. The 
membranes covering the sur&ce of the brain, in some portions, were 
<qpaque, and numerous old adhesions were found between the surfaces of 
the arachnoid, which dipped down between the two hemispheres. Sub- 
stance of the brain slightly injected, but of natural consistency ; a few 
drops of serum in the lateral ventricles ; plexus choroides raUier paler 
than natural. The parts about the neck and lower jaw were more swol« 
leu than on the preceding day. On removing the tongue and posterior 
&uoes, the following condition of things was found. The base of the 
tongue, one and a half inches thick ; hard and covered with a thick yel- 
low coat ; sides, of a dull red color ; papillae very much enlarged and 
elevated. The anterior half of the tongue was thinner and broken 
down, apparently having sphacelated, and separated from the posteriw 
portion by a well-defined line of demarcation ; the lip, which had been 
lacerated by the teeth, was soft, flaccid, and infiltrated with thin blood. 
The mucous membrane at the bat^e of the epiglottis, and in the neigh- 
borhood, was distended by yellowish serum ; while the rima and posterior 
fauces were much thickened by oedema. 

Chest, — Slig)it pleuritip adhesions on right side, the left being free. 
The upper lobe of the right lung throughout, was in the purulent stage 
of pneumonia ; the central portion being occupied by a spot of gangrene 
of the size of a small orange ; lower lobe much congested ; left lung 
and heart healthy. 

Abdomen, — Liver healthy ; mucous membrane of the stomach cov- 
ered with light green mucus, somewhat thickened, softened, and mamil- 
lated near the lesser curvature. Numerous dark streaks of injection 
occupied the great cul-de-sac, stretching across along the lesser curva- 
ture. Intestines and other organs healthy. 

The above cases are to be regarded as idiopathic inflammation of 
the tongue, A very rare and formidable disease. It will be seen from the 
above history, that glossiUs usually commences with the ordinary symp- 
toms of an inflammatory disease — with pain and rapid tumefaction of 
the tongue, difficult deglutition, great dyspnoea, and soon followed, if no 
relief be afforded, by all the symptoms of congestion of the brain and 
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lungs. The tongue, at first red, soon beoomes dry and thickly coated 
with yellow, rapidly increases in size, so as to occupy the entire cavity 
of the mouth, and even protrude between the teeth, making it impossi- 
ble for the patient to articulate, or swallow. There is a constant flow of 
saliva from the mouth. The progress of glossitis is generally rapid, 
occupying from twelve hours to five or six days, and terminates either 
in death, resolution, abscess, or gangrene, all which terminations are 
seen in the history of our four cases. So rapid a termination as in the 
one fatal case, is a very rare occurrence, and only happens in constitu- 
tions broken down by intemperance or disease. The ireaJment of the 
disease in a healthy subject is simple, and the remedies must be early 
and actively employed. General and local depletion carried to a con- 
siderable extent, with free purgation, nauseating doees of tart ant, with 
hot baths, complete the rouud of treatment Two or three deep incis- 
ions into the tongue from the base to its apex, is the best mode of local 
depletion ; care being taken to avoid the ranine arteries. M. de la 
Malle, in the Mem. de I'Acad. de Ohirurgie, gives several instances of the 
advantage of incisions ; and Camerarius has recorded a case, in which the 
patient was rescued from impending death by this operation. 

Job. a Meckoen, a Dutch surgeon, who lived in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, adopted this practice on several occasions with the most complete 
success ; and occasional cases of the success of this treatment are scattered 
through the European journals. In broken-down constitptioDS, like that 
of Case IV., remedies must be used with caution, though rarely attended 
with success ; the disease rapidly terminating in gangrene, and death. 
The operation of tracheotomy is occasionally required where the respira-. 
tion becomes extremely difficult, and has been performed with success in 
a case recorded by Mr. Bell. The above case was published some years 
ago ; and I proposed making more extended remarks upon the disease, 
but I find I have already perhaps exceeded the limits which I might 
expect to be accorded in your, journal. 

New York, May Sih^ 1866. 



Ccuea from my Note Book. By Elisha Harms, M. D. 
C(ue of AtpKyxxafrom rtsptring Illumiiuiting Gas, 

Margaret , a chambermaid, set 20, residing at No. — Fourth 

Avenue, retired to bed at about 1 1, P. M., in a dormitory six by ten feet, 
very closely finished, and furnished with a gas-burner having an un- 
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ahouldered or fireely tarning stopper, ^e eztiDguialied the gas-light in 
the usual manner, but was so unfortunate as to turn the stopper 180^ 
instead of 90^ of the cirde, thus permitting the gas to escape in a full 
stream. She fell asleep immediately ; and at six o'elock the following 
morning, making no response to calls at her door, and the strong odor 
of gas arousing suspicion, the room was entered from the street window. 
The poor girl appeared utterly lifelesa. I saw her at quarter past six. 
There was no perceptible respiration ; no pulsadon could be felt at the 
wrist or in the carotids; pulsation of the heart was barely observed by 
ausoultatioa; only one movement was heard, and that so feeble tbat it 
seemed to be the last flicker of lifia. The surfi^^e of the body was cool, 
the sldn maculated and purple, the tongue and mouth cold, and the lips 
livid. The eyes were open, and the pupils dilated to the fullest extent 

While the foregoing brief examinations were being made, cold water 
was procured and dashed upon her head, face and chest ; carb. ammonia 
and brandy were also freely administered by the rectum. 

The third or fourth dash of cold water upon the head and chest in- 
duced a short gasp and sigh ; and at each succeeding dash, this pleasing 
evidence of returning animation was repeated. Occasionally, these gasps 
were succeeded by two or three scarcely perceptible respiratory move- 
ments ; but it was not until the expiration of thre$ hours that there oc- 
curred a full and natural respiratory act It was not until the last of 
the/our^ Ao»r, at 10, A. M., tbat regular respiration became established, 
and continued without the add of the reflex excitant, or water dashed 
upon the face. Tbe heart at that time was pulsating at the rate of 
about ten per minute, and a feeble puke at the wrist 

Sinapisms, aqua ammonia, and artificial heat, were freely used from 
the beginning, and the administration of carb. ammonia continued. 
Other means were resorted to, but without any marked effect, except, 
perhaps, a strong infbnon <^ coffee, which was given by way of experi- 
ment, from its known influence upon the brain and nervous system. 
The influence of this upon the brain was obviously beneficial, yet not so 
marked as in cases of poisoning by opium. Sulphuric ether exerted but 
a very transiently beneficial effect It roused the circulation for a mo- 
ment but the cerebral functions seemed impaired by it A strong cur- 
rent of fresh air directly upon the face, with friction and general excitants 
to the reflex system, were tbe only remedial agencies relied upon. In- 
deed, after r^^lar respiratory action became established^ pure air was 
the only remedial agent required. But during the whole period from 6 
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until 10 o'clock, it required the greatest watchfulness and activity to 
keep up an imperfect, gasping re^irntion. 

Signs of consciousness began to appear at 2, P. M^ eight hours from 
the time she was first seen in the UHNming. The eye began to exhibit 
susceptibility to the light at 1, P. M. The heart then beat at the rate of 
thirty per minute. From this time, the condition of the patient steadily 
improved until 6, P. M., when she was able to converse rationally, sat 
up, and took nourishment About 1 o'clock, the head became excessively 
hot, and the pupils soon became contracted. An ice cap and pillow 
were then resorted to, and kept closely applied to the head most of the 
time during the afternoon. The breath continued to have the strong 
odor of gas until 8, P. M., and the same was true of the perq[>iration and 
the renal secretion. 

The girl slept quietly the succeeding night, and no symptom of any 
cerebral or other injury supervened. 

Ca»ez of Scurvy oecurring in the City of New Torh. 

In our Infirmary practice in this city, we not unfrequently meet with 
cases of scorbutus, more or less strongly marked, which have arisen from 
causes incident to ignorance and want The writer has very frequently 
observed manifestations of the scorbutic dyscrasia in patients applying 
at the New York Dispensary ; and upon inquiry, has usudly learned that 
such persons had long subsisted upon " bread and tea.^ Swollen, spongy 
gums, congested conjunctivae, and sometimes maculations, ecchymosis^ 
or, what is very frequently seen, obstinate haemorrhage from the bowelii 
the nostrils, or from ulcerations, constitute pie symptoms of the scor- 
butic cachexia in this class of cases. But in the cases whose histories 
are given below, the scorbutic dyscrasia was so strongly developed as to 
threaten life. It is Worthy of note in each of these cases, that the indiv- 
iduals possessed ample means for enjoying all the comforts of life, and 
induced the malady by such diet as was to their tastes the most agree- 
able. 

Cask I. G , a dealer in jewelry, Ac, »t 36, unmarried, kept 

bachelor's hall, and being of a miserly disposition, lived upon that diet 
which he considered to be (cheapest, viz. boiled ham and dry bread ; his 
larder being replenished once in two weeks in cold weather, and some- 
what oftener in summer. This course he had pursued for more than 
three years, when he applied at our dispensary for relief from a distress- 
ing, and, as he supposed, fatal malady. 
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He presented a horrible upeet; blood was oosiDg firom bis mouth, 
nostrils, and from the conjiinotiT» ; the hcA and entire body was cot- 
ered with petechial patches, from the abraded surfaces of some of which 
blood was also issuing. His whole body was oedematous, and the ex- 
tremities very much swollen. The Toice was husky, and the spongy 
gums actually obscured the teeth ; he had not been able to masticate 
his food for nearly two weeks. 

Treatment^ — ^A diet of the cruciferous vegetables, with a free use of 
lemon juice and acid fruits. Port wine, with sulph. quinine and iron, 
was freely used until the patient recoyered. 

The poor fellow rapidly improved, and in about two weeks was able 
to resume his labors. He informed me, that for more than six months 
he had not tasted of any fruit, or eaten any fresh vegetables. He said 
that he had no desire or relish for such insipid food. He preferred a salt 
and dry diet With di£Bculty he was persuaded to change it for a suo- 
oolent and proper one. 

Case H. Mrs. , at 60, of full habit and sound constitution, the 

mother of a large family, applied for relief of what seemed at that time 
to be muscular rheumatism. About one month subsequently, I was 
called to see this patient, and found her suffering from scurvy of the most 
marked character* The gums were swollen, tender, and bleeding; the 
surface of the body was covered with large petechial patches and broad 
ecchjrmoses ; there was frequent and exhausting haemorrhage from the 
mouth and nostrils. The appetite was indifferent, the bowels constipated, 
and the pulse feeble and slow. 

Upon inquiry, I learned that although the woman had means to live 
as well as she could desire, she had for more than six monlhs subsisted 
upon the Irish diet of ^\ bread and tea." The treatment was the same as 
in the preceding case, and the recovery speedy and complete. It is a 
singular fact that both these persons preferred the diet which so impov- 
erished their blood and jeopardized their lives. 

Cask HI. Mrs. C, at 60, a lady In easy circumstances, of temper- 
ate habits, and a naturally vigorous constitution, applied to me about the 
Ist of August last, for a prescription to relieve her from muscular rheu- 
matism. Though able to walk to the office, she was extremely feeble. 
Bhe suffered much from nausea, and all the bodily functions were hin- 
guid. Her feet and legs were quite cedematous ; and, upon examining 
them, several purpuric patches and spots were observed. 
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The case was considered and treated as incipient pirponu Having 
learned that the patient's diet bad for several months oonsi^«d excla- 
sively of bread and tea, an appropriate diet was advised ; but, as I sub- 
sequently ascertained, tbe cbange was not adopted, as no other food was 
relisbed. The muscular pains having soon subsided spontaneously, or, 
perhaps by the agency of the topical applications and the tonics I had 
directed, the lady supposed herself cured, and I heard no more from her 
until early in September, when I was called to visit heir She was then 
very feeble from the loss of blood, which she had sustained during ihe 
previous night, by her mouth and nostrils. Her gums and tongue w^n 
swollen, livid, and hsmorriiagic ; the feet and limbs oedematous and cov- 
ered with dark, purpuric spots, and deeply eochymosed patches ; the 
hps and conjuiictivse appeared oedematous and dusky ; on the subsequent 
day, two old cicatrices began to slough. The pulse was very slow, and 
without force, and all the bodily functions seemed imperfectly performed. 
The mental faculties sympathized so completely with this physical leth- 
argy, that the patient could not understand that she was really sick, 
though at the time so feeble that she could not rise from her bed. 

Treatment. — ^The same as in the case last recorded, with the import- 
ant addition of rich animal broth, and an abundance of common table 
salt. Convalescence was speedily established, and the patients recovery 
appeared to be complete on the fourth week. 

Remarks, — There is reason to believe that the chloride of sodium, or, 
at least the salted broth, was a sine qua non in the recovery of this case. 
Though I did not attempt an analysis of the patient's blood, there ap- 
peared good reason to believe that the circulating fluid was deficient in 
this important constituent First — From the fact that this salt had been 
very imperfectly supplied in her food. Second — ^The uriue was found to 
be deficient in solid constituents. It is possible that the urine, and per- 
haps the blood, contained a normal amount of soda salts and chlorides ; 
but it has been found that the urine in cases of land-scurvy contains a 
large amount of hydnxhlorate of ammonia^ while the chloride of sodium 
is diminished^ which circumstance is considered by: Heller to indicate 
that the blood is in a state of disorganization ; therefore, whether the 
blood be actually deficient in chloride of sodium or not, if in the forms 
of hydrochlorate of ammonia and nitrate of soda and other salts this 
most important constituent of the blood be rapidly withdrawn from the 
circulation, we may presume that in such cases the free supply of the 
salt in the food might prove serviceable ; and, in such a case as the one 
here recorded, perhaps absolutely essential to the cure. 
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Coie of Oalcului in the Membranous portion of the Urethra of a Boy 
seven years of aye — Operation. By A. V. Williams, M. D. 

On the eveniDg of October 13th, 1854, an Irishwoman brought to 
me a little boy, one of three who were born at a birth .seven years 
ago. From the statement made by the mother, this patient has been la- 
boring under symptoms of stone in the bladder since he was a year old, 
at which time she felt a 'Mump^ in the perineum about the size of a 
pea, and which has steadily increased. Besides the constant symptoms 
of irritability of the bladder, she says the scrotum has several times been 
inflamed, and got well again ; but that this time, the swelling and in- 
flammation had increased to such a degree that she became alarmed, and 
sought my aid. Up to this period she had been deterred by the "folks," 
who told her " I would cut the child, and that it would die." 

The scrotum is now very much swollen and inflamed ; the urine has, 
for a whole day, only passed in drops ; a tumor the size of the last joint 
of the thumb is felt in the perineum, which, on passing a probe into the 
urethra was felt to be a calculus lodged in its membranous portion ; and 
on pressing it down a little, the urine flowed freely. As it was now dark, 
I directed her to go home, and apply a poultice, promising to do some- 
thing for her the next day. 

Oct, 1 4th, I visited the patient with Dr. Brown, of the Blooming- 
dale Asylum, and found that the scrotum had begun to slough in front 
We placed the little fellow in the position for lithotomy, and securing 
him, attempted to bring him under the influence of chloroform, but did 
n<^t succeed. A strong silver probe was passed down upon the stone, 
which Dr. Brown held in place, whilst with my left hand raising the 
scrotum, I made with a straight bistoury an incision in the direction of 
the raphe down upon the calculus, which was inclosed in a sac, holding 
it firmly. This I peeled off with my nail, and with a strong polypus for- 
ceps seized and extracted the calculus. 

I suppose that the calculus had been forced from the bladder when 
of small size, was caught and retained in' its site, when it gradually in- 
creased to its present size, as if in the bladder. 

On the following day, the boy was comfortable, the urine dribbling 
from the urethra, and from the wound. Oct, 16/A, on the evening of 
the third day after the operation, the mother came to me, and said that 
the boy had been very restless during the day, and had just been seized 
with a spasm, and she had left him " bent backwards on his head and 
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heels/' , A stimulating enema was directed, and a full dose of morpbioe 
given, with directions to repeat it if the symptoms did not abate. OcL 
11 th^ the morphine relieved the spasms, and they did not recur. The 
abdomen being tender, and a little distended, he was relieved by a brisk 
dose of calomel and jalap. The slough of the scrotum separated down 
through to where the stone had lodged, showing the efforts which na- 
ture makes to relieve herself of troubles ; she could have accomplished 
it in this case if the boy could have endured the constitutional disturb- 
ance. The urine has discharged through the opening ; and that made 
by the slough was much longer in healing than the other; urine 
flowed from it several days afler the incision had completely closed. 
During the treatment, there was great constitutional disturbance, the 
stomach was very irritable, and the whole nervous system participated. 
These symptoms were combated by small doses of morphine, wine, and 
generous diet The boy recovered, and now, with his two brothers, is as 
large and healthy as any boys of his age who have been produced at a 
single birth. The mother, though not a large woman, is prolific At 
her confinement two years after the triplet birth, she had twins, who are 
in fine condition. 

BloomingdaUy May^ 1855. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated (BusiTiess) Meeting^ May 2d, 1855. President Frahoib in 
the Chair. 

Owing to the absence of delegates at the meeting of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, there was but a small number of Fellows 
in attendance. The President, in a brief address, returned thanks to the 
Academy for the kind expression of their sympathies on the occasion of 
his recent affliction, and asking their indulgence towards himself in dis- 
charging the important and responsible duties devolving upon the 
Chair. 

Reports, — ^The Recording Secretary presented his Report, stating the 
number of admissions of resident and corresponding Fellows during the 
three months past He also announced the decease of a Fellow, Dr. 
James N. Burrill, and stated that no biographer had as yet been ap- 
pointed. The report concluded by requesting an y>propriatipn of $25 
for contingent expenses connected with the office. Report accepted, and 
ordered on file. The Foreign Corresponding Secretary reported that 
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the diplomas of the Forei^ Corresponding Fellows recently elected, 
were sicked and sealed, ready for transmission by a private convey- 
ance, without charge to the Academy. He also submitted for the con- 
^deration of the Academy, the expediency of establishiug a correspond- 
ence and exchange of publications with the Royal Medico-Chirurgical 
Society of London, The Royal Academy of Medicine of Belgium, The 
Society of Scientific Medicine at Berlin, and the Imperial-Royal Society 
of Physicians at Vienna. Report accepted, and ordered on file. No 
other reports were received. 

Unfinished Business. -^ThQ amendments to the By-laws on the sub- 
ject of ** unpaid dues" were then taken up Dr. Vandervoort moved to 
amend, by inserting after the words " neglecting to pay the same," the 
words " for two months." Vice President Beadle moved to insert '• three 
months," instead of " two." Dr. S. Conant Foster opposed the adoption 
of the amendments. Dr. Detmold also made some remarks in opposi- 
tion. After further discussion, the whole subject was, on motion of Dr. Van 
Kleek, referred back to the Trustees and Treasurer, with instruciions to 
report a classified list of delinquents, setting forth the causes of non-pay- 
ment in each case, as directed by the resolution of refefence adopted 
March 7th, 1856. 

The amendment proposed by Dr. Pond at the last meeting, was then 
taken up, and after some remarks in opposition by Dr. S. C. Foster, was 
laid upon the table. 

Jyew Business. — On motion of Dr. Beadle, duly seconded, it was 
unanimously Resolved^ That the Recording Secretary be authorized to 
draw upon the Treasurer to the amount of $25, for the contingent expenses 
of his oflSce. On motion, duly seconded, it was 

Resolved^ That this Academy directs its Foreign Corresponding Sec- 
retary to open a correspondence and interchange of publications with 
the following Medical Societies in Europe : 

The Royal Medico-Chirurgical Society of London. 

The Imperial Royal Society of Physicians of Vienna. • 

The Society of Scientific Medicine of Berlin. 

The Royal Academy of Medicine of Belgium. 

Letter of dismission. — Dr. J. C. Lee announced his intended removal 
to Canada, and asked for a letter of dismission. The Secretary was, on 
motion, duly authorized to furnish it 

Self adjusting Hygrometric Regulator. — Leave being granted, Dr. 
J. H. Ross exhibited a model of his "self-adjusting hygrometric regula- 
tor," adapted for the supplying the requisite amount of moisture in 
apartments heated by furnaces, or otherwise. It was stated that this 
apparatus had met with the approbation of Prof. Torrey and other scien- 
tific gentlemen. On motion of Dr. Adams, it was referred to the Section 
on Public Health for examination and report. 

Adjourned. J. G. A. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
Eighth Annual Meeting, held at Philadelphia, May, 1855, 

The Association met in the Musical Fund Hall, in Locust street, on 
the Ist instant, when they were welcomed by Dr. Isaac Hays, of Phila- 
delphia, in behalf of the Committee of Arrangements and Reception. 

The President, Dr. C. A. Pope, of Missouri, was in the Chair. 

The whole number of names registered during the session was 680. 
There were from the State of New York, 80, of which 44 were from the 
city. All the States were represented, except two or three, and likewise 
the U. S. Army and Navy, and the District of Columbia, with the Amer- 
ican Medical Society of Paris. 

The Association having been duly organized, the President delivered 
the annual address, which was listened to with marked attention, and a 
copy requested for publication in the Transactions. 

On the recommendation of the Committee of Arrangements, the ses- 
sions were ordered to be held from 9, A. M., to 8, P. M., with a recess 
from 12 to 1 o*clock. 

The delegates from the several States then met together, and ap- 
pointed one of their number to compose a 

Nominating Committee. — ^The following gentlemen were selected : — 
Maine, A. J. Fuller ; New Hampshire, Silas Cummings ; Vermont, Is- 
rael Hinckley ; Massachusetts C. P. Fiske ; Rhode Island, Jos. Mauran ; 
Connecticut, P. A. Jewett ; New York, John McCall ; Pennsylvania, J. 
B. Biddle ; New Jersey, Louis Condict ; Delaware, James W . Thomp- 
son; Maryland, Charles Magill ; District of Columbia, Thomas Miller; 
Virginia, B. R. Welford; North Carolina, O. F. Manson ; South Caro- 
lina, P. C. Gaillard; Georgia, Richard D. Arnold ; Alabama,. P. H. Ca- 
bell ; Tennessee, J. Berrien Lindsley; Kentucky, C, J. Blackbume; 
Ohio, R. S. Hills ; Indiana, Joel Pennington ; Uhnois, J. V. Z. Blaney ; 
Michigan, A. B. Palmer; Mississippi, L. P. Perry; Iowa, J. E. Sand- 
bourne ; Wisconsin, J. B. Dousman. 

An animated discussion then ensued as to the propriety of taxing 
permanent members, in which Drs. Condie of Philadelphia, Watson of 
N. Y., and others, took part. On motion of Dr. J. White, of N. Y., the 
subject was referred to a committee of three ; this committee subse- 
quently reported the following resolutions, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That upon no permanent member who is not present at a 
meeting of the Association, shall be assessed the annual contribution ; 
but no one shall be entitled to receive a copy of the printed Transactions, 
unless he pay into the treasury a sum not less than the annual assess- 
ment paid by the delegates and permanent members in attendance ; and 
that all the names of permanent members in attendance, and all the names 
of permanent members that have been left off the published list, be in- 
serted in the next volume of Transactions. 

Resolved, That no assessment whatever be made against members by 
invitation, but that they also be entitled to a copy of the printed Transac- 
tions, by paying the sum assessed upon delegates in attendance. 
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Committee on Prize Eeea/ys, — Dr. Alfred Still*, of Philadelpbia, 
presented for Dr. La Roche, the Chairman of the Committee on Prize 
EBsays, the report of that Committee. The Committee had received six 
essays, all of which had been^carefully examined. One of them was 
found to be pre-eminently entitled to a prize ; its subject was, *' Statistics 
of Placenta Pr^evia." The sealed note containing the same motto as 
that on the essay was then opened, and the- author was found to be Dr. 
James T. Trask, of Whiteplains, Westchester county. New York. The 
name of the successful author was received by the convention in a highly 
complimentary manner. 

Dr. Lbmoimb, of St Louis, read an extract of a report upon ''Epi- 
demics of Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, and Wisconsin," which was sent to 
the Publication Committee. 

Dr. Stewart, of N. Y., moved that the Nominating Committee be 
instructed to present the names of three candidates for the office of Pres- 
ident, to be balloted for by the Association. After considerable diseus- 
fidon and references to the constitution, the motion was laid upon the 
table. , 

Dr. SANnFORn B. Hunt, of Buffalo, N. Y., from the Committee on 
the Hygrometrical State of the Atmosphere in various localities, and its 
influence on health, submitted a report ; after the reading of which, the 
Association adjourned. 

SECOND DAY. 

The Committee of Arrangments reported the names of those dele- 
gates who had arrived during the rocess. 

On motion of Dr. Condib, of Pa., the Secretaries were directed to 
afford eveiy facility to the reporters of the press. 

Dr. J. L. Atlbe, of Pa., made a report on the subject of the block 
which had been ordered by the Association to be prepared for the na- 
tional monument at Washington. The work had been performed, and 
the stone was then on exhibition in one of the committee rooms. The 
idea of its design had been suggested to him by the late Dr. Pierson, of 
Massachusetts, who was killed by the railway accident at Norwalk, in 
1858. It was executed by Mr. Beck, a young American artist The 
marUe was obtained from the State of Vermont, and is of a fine texture, 
and beautifully white. It is about four feet long and two feet deep, and 
comprises five full length figures in relief — Hippocrates indignantly re- 
fusing the presents of Artaxerxes, who was striving to obtain his services, 
and replying to the Persian emissaries, ''Tell your master I am rich 
enough ; honor will not permit me to serve the enemies of Greece." 
This beautiful work of art was much admired, and the Association appro- 
priated one thousand dollars to pay for it 

Officers for 1866. — ^Dr. J. B. Biddle, of Pennsylvania, Chairmui of 
the Committee on Nominations, now reported the names of the follow- 
ing gentlemen as officers for the present year : 

President — Geo. B. Wood, of Philadelphia. 

Vice President — ^William M. Boling, of Alabama ; Daniel Tilden, 
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of Ohio ; D. Humphrey Storer, of MasBachusetta ; Grafton Tjler, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Secretaries — ^Francis West, of Philadelphia; R. C. Foster, Ten- 
nessee. • 

Treasurer — Caspar Wister, Pennsylyania. 

On motion of I^of. Rogers, of Philadelphia, the nominations were 
confirmed ; and the President elect being conducted to the chair by a. 
special committee, returned thanks. 

The Committee on Nominations also recommended, but not unani- 
mously, that the next meeting should be held at Nashville, Tenn. Vari- 
ous places were named as substitutes for Nashville ; and finaUy the con- 
vention selected Detroit, and changed the Secretary, — appointing Dr* 
Wm. Brodis in place of Dr. Foster, who resigned. 

Dr. S. B. Hunt's report was concluded, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publication. 

A committee was ordered to be appointed to endeavor to procure 
commutation tickets for members attending the meetings of the Associa- 
tion; and thanks were returned to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and 
Baltimore Railroad Company, for courtesies extended by that Com- 
pany. 

JDr. Frank H. Hamilton, of New York, read an interesting report 
"On the Frequency of Deformities in Fractures." Referred to he pub- 
lished. 

Dr. Charles Hooker, of Connecticut, presented and read a report 
on the subject of " Diet for the Sick." Ordered to Committee on Pub- 
lication. 

The hour of recess having arrived, the members proceeded in pro- 
cession, each bearing a distinguishing badge, to accept an invitation from 
the Mayor of the city to visit Independence Hall. On arriving, they 
were collectively presented to Mayor Conrad by the Chairman of the 
Committee of Ajrangements, in an appropriate address, to which the 
Mayor renlied at length, welcoming the members to Philadelphia, and 
assuring tnem of the great interest mat his fellow-citizens took in their 
proceedmgs. 

On re-assembling after the recess, a yote of thanks was passed to 
Mayor Conrad for his cordial reception, and a copy of his address was 
requested for publication in the Transactions. 

Dr. Thompson, of Delaware, submitted the following resolutions^ 
which were made the special order for ten oVlock to-morrow. They 
were fully discussed at the appointed time, and after being referred to a 
committee, which reported favorably, were adopted : — 

Whereas, few subjects of greater interest and importance could be 
presented to the consideration of the American Medical Association, now 
representing most of the States and Territories of the Union, than the 
attainment of a correct medical topography of each, with a history of ilfr 
prevailing fevers and the most successful treatment of the same ; there- 
fore, be it 

Essolvedy That with this view and conviction, this Association now 
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appoint a special committee from each State and Territory represented, 
of — numbers, whose duty it shall be to report upon its medical topog- 
raphy, epidemic fevers and the most successful treatment thereof, and 
that the same shall continue to hold their office for three yean. 

lUiolvedy That in the appointment of gentlemen of education and ex- 
perience in the affairs of their own State, we haye the best guarantee that 
the important objects we seek will be most satisfactorily accomplished, 
and the profession as well as the public interest will thereby be better 
served. 

Besolved^ That the committee heretofore appointed by this Associa- 
tion at its session in Charleston, for a similar object, be and the same are 
hereby discharged. 

Report of Publication Committee. — ^Dr. Pliny ^arle, of New York, 
Chairman of the Committee on Publication, made a report, which statea 
that 1,000 copies of the 7th volume of the Report of the Association, 
had been printed, at an expense of $1,806 42 ; of which number, 781 co- 
pies had been furnished to members and sold, 85 copies furnished to 
medical journals, and 184 copies remained on hand. 

Report of Treasurer. — The Treasurer, Dr. Isaao Wood, of New 
York, presented his report, showing that the suih of $2,101 04 was ex- 
pended during the past year for the purpose of printing, binding, en- 
gravings, prize essays, &c. 

The balance received from Dr. D. F. Condie, the former Treasurer, 
was $298 99, while the assessments and sale of Transactions amounted 
to $2,722 81. There was also $200 received from Drs. George B. Wood 
and Daniel Brainard, on account of the prize fund, thus leaving a balance 
on hand of $1,1 15 26. 

Dr. Maurak, of Rhode Island, offered a series of resolutions return- 
ing the thanks of the Association to the Senators and Representatives 
who framed the Quarantine bill, now pending in Congress, to prevent sick- 
ness on ship-board, indulging in the hope mat their efforts may yet be 
crowned with success. 

The resolution was passed. 

The Sborbtaby read a paper from Dr. W. H. Byford, of EvansviUe, 
Indiana, on the pathology and treatment of scrofula, giving the nature of 
the disease, treatment, causes, effects, d^c. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, presented a report on the " Nutritive 
qualities of milk, and the influence produced thereon by pregnancy and 
menstruation in the human female, and by pregnancy in the cow ; and 
also on the question whether there is not some mode bv which the nutri- 
tive constituents of milk can be preserved in their punty and sweetness, 
and furnished to the inhabitants of cities in such quantities as to super- 
sede the present defective and often unwholesome modes of supply.*^ 

The report having been read, was referred to the Committee of Pub- 
lication, and the meeting adjourned. 
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The meeting was called to order punctually at 9 o^clock. The min- 
utes having been read and approved — 

The Chair said that there was no regular way of appointing the Com- 
mittees on Prize Essays, Arrangements, &c. ; it had been usual, however, 
for the convention to refer the appointment of these committees to the 
Committee of Arrangements. 

Dr. Watson moved that the subject be referred to that Conunittee 
on this occasion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

A letter was read from Dr. Rayburn, resigning his oflSce as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Medical Topography, and asking the division 
of the territory composed of Wisconsin, Mississippi, Iowa, and Dlinois. 

Dr. Watson moved the acceptance of the resignation, and the refer- 
ence of the other portion of the communication to the Committee on 
Nominations, which was afterwards withdrawn. 

Dr. Askew renewed the motion, and it was adopted. 

Dr. Hats made a personal explanation, after which a letter was read 
from Dr. £. B. Haskins, of Clarksville, Tennessee, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Microscopical Investigations of Malignant Tumors, asking to 
be excused from making a report, inasmuch as he had not the necessary 
apparatus for ascertaining the facts incident to the subject 

The request of the gentleman was granted. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, of Buffsdo, made some additional remarks 
on his report delivered yesterday, and cited from the writings of the 
most celebrated surgeons both in this and other countries, to show that a 
majority of fractures of the clavicle, under any treatment yet known, 
result in deformity. He called upon the members of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital for statistics concerning their treatment of the fractured clavi- 
cle, and said that he had known of one physician who had been mulcted 
in heavy damages because he did not use the same process as that adopt- 
ed by this Hospital. He again urged upon them to bring forward tne 
statistics, and thereby prevent us from being the grand insurance com- 
pany of the world. 

The Hon. Judge Lewis, Chief Justice of the State of Pennsylvania, 
beimr present, was unanimously invited to a seat upon the platform. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, of Binghamton, N. Y., oflfered resolutions requesting 
medical societies throughout the country to require their members to 
keep accurate records of their cases, and present annual digests of the 
same to this Association through the several State societies. Referred 
to the committee of one from each State. 

Dr. CoNDiB, of Pennsvlvania, stated that, although not quite finished, 
he was prepared to read his report on •' the causes of tuberculous dis- 
eases." It, however, embodied a space of five hundred pages, and an 
abstract would require sixty pages. He could not expect the Association 
to publish it, but left it entirely with them to do as they pleased, for there 
would be no diflSculty in its being brought out by medical publishers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1856.] Proceedings qf Sooietiee. 831 

On motion, Dr. Condie was authorized to exercise his own discretion 
in the matter. 

On re-assembling, Dr. Mussey, of Ohio, read an abstract of his report 
upon the ** Influence of Alcohol in Health and in Disease." This re- 
port was consideitd as highly appropriate to the present period of excite- 
ment in regard to the temperance question ; and the views of the yenera- 
ble author seemed to us to coincide fully with those of the advocates for 
total abstinence. The report was ordei4d to the Publishing Committee. 

Part of the report by Dr. Bultohford of New York, on " Hydro- 
phobia " was read by the Secretary and ordered to be published. 

FOURTH DAY. 

The minutes having been read and approved, resolutions of thanks 
to the Committee of ^angements, the Mayor, the guardians of the 
public institutions, and the citizens and physicians of Philadelphia, for 
courtesies extended to the members, were presented by Dr. Stewart, of 
N. York, and Dr. Hayward, of Massachusetts and unanimously adopted. 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Illinois, moved the following preamble and res- 
olutions, which were re£drred to the Committee of Arrangements, with 
instructions to report on the same at the conmaencement of the next 
annual meeting : — 

Whereas^ The present mode of conducting the annual meetings 
of the Association afibrds but little opportunity for the discussion of 
strictly scientific questions and papers, and whereas, this has been regards 
ed as a serious defect in the operation of our organization, impairing its 
scientific character, therefore. 

Resolved^ That the daily sessions of the Association during each an- 
nual meeting be divided into two parts, the first to terminate at an hour 
not later than half past twelve o'clock P. M., of each day, and to be de- 
voted, as heretofore, to the general business of the Association. The 
second part, consisting of all the time which it is deemed advisable to 
remain in session each day after half past twelve o'clock P. M., to take 
the character of a scientific section, and to be devoted exclusively to the 
discussion of questions relating to the science and art of medicine. 

Bedolved, That the Association in its capacity of a scientific section, 
having no power to act on any subject except of a scientific character, 
maj continue in session, whenever thought desirable, » longer period than 
in its more general capacity. 

A paper by Dr. Phslps, of New York, on the subject of religion in 
connection with medicine, which had been referred to a special commit- 
tee, was reported upon, and ordered not to be published with the Trans- 
actions. 

Dr. A. J. Skmmes, of Washington, D. C, offered the foUowing, which 
was agreed to : — 

Re$olvedy That a Committee of three delegates be appointed to re- 

Crt to this Association at its nei^t annual meeting, what measures should 
adopted to remedy the evils existing in the present methods of hold- 
ing coroner's inquests, by incompetent persons, by which the lives and 
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libertieB of the innocent may be jeoparded, and the endi of justioe 
frustrated. 

Drs. Semmes, Tyler, and Condie, appointed* 

Dr. J. L. Atlbb, offered the following: — 

Besolvedy That to secure efficient teaching in medical schools where 
A prime object is to enforce practical precepts, a large degree of union 
and harmony must exist among the teachers, and confidence be reposed 
in them on the part of their pupils. 

Resolved^ That any such unnatural union as the mingling of an ex- 
elusive sptem, such as homeopathy, with scientific medicine in a school, 
setting aside all questions of its imtruthfulness, cannot fail, by the destmo- 
tion of union and confidence and the production of confusion and disor- 
der unsettling and distracting the minds of the learners, to so far impair 
the usefulness of teaching as to render any school adopting such a policy 
unworthy the support of the profession. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

The action of the State Medical Society, of Ohio, in refusing to ac- 
quiesce in some of the requirements of the Code of Ethics of the Asso- 
ciation, was alluded to, and gave rise to an animated discussion : the 
course of the Society was generally condemned, and by none more than 
by members from Ohio. 

Dr. Clkndennin, of Ohio, offered the following : — 

Hesolved, That no State or local society shall be hereafter entitled to 
representation in this Association that has not adopted its Code of Ethics. 

Resolved, That no State or local society that has intentionally viola- 
ted or discarded any article or clause in the Code of Ethics, shall longer 
be entitled to representation in this body. 

A motion to lay the above on the table was lost. 

Dr. MiLTBKBEROBR, of Baltimore, offered a resolution, which was 
amended by Dr. J. L. Atlee to read as follows : — 

Whereas, It has been brought before the notice of the American 
Medical Association, that the State Medical Society of Ohio has violated 
at their last meeting, Section fourth. Article first, Chapter second of its 
Code of Ethics ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Association be directed to inform 
the officers of that Society, that unless such action be rescindedi they 
cannot be hereafter represented in this Association. 

These, together with the resolutions of Dr. Clendennin, were adopted. 

Dr. CoEsoN, of New York, presented and read a volunteer communi- 
cation on the influence of lead on the heart The paper was referred to * 
Drs. Davis, Isaac Wood, and F. C. Stewart of New York. 

Dr. StillA, of Philadelphia, read a series of resolutions proposing 
to alter the mode of instruction in medical colleges, which were referred 
to a special committee to report on next year. 

Committee. — Drs. A. Stills, Prof. S. Jackson, John Bell, J. Watson, 
J. L. Cabell. 

Dr. Thomas, of Baltimore, exhibited an apparatus for the inhalation 
of the impalpable powder of the nitrate of silver. Referred to a com- 
mittee of three. 
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Namerous amendments to the constitution were proposed, and laid 
^ver under the rules for future consideration. Business having been com- 
pleted, the Association adjourned at one and a half o'clock, sine die. 

During its session the convention appointed the following committees : 

On Prize Essays, — ^Drs. A. B. Palmer, Samuel Denton, A. R. Perry, 
Abram Sa^r, 8, H. Douglass, C. La Ford, K Andrews. 

Committee of Arrangements. — Zina Pitcher, of Detroit, Chairman ; 
Moees Gunn, G. B. Russell, A. S. Leland, Moses Stewart, P. Klein, J. A. 
Brown, all of Michigan. 

Committee on Organization of State and County Societies. — ^A. B. 
Palmer, Detroit; N. B. Ives, Conn.; K B. Haskins, Tenn. ; C. Wood- 
ward, Ohio ; J. Crosby, N, H. 

Committee on Medical Edueatitm. — ^W. H. Anderson, Ala.; J. B. 
Flint, Ky.; P. a Cabell, Ala.; G. Hay ward, Mass.; E. B. Smith, Mo. 

Committee on Medical Literature.-^T. C, Gaillard, S. C. ; N. P. Mon- 
roe, Maine ; J. Couper, Del; R. Hills, Ohio ; A. Coffin, S. C. 

Committee to procure Memorials of the Eminent and Worthy Djead. 
—Dr. P. A. Jewett, Con. ; T. F. Patton, Pa. ; C. J. Blackbume, Ky. ; W. 
M. Boling, Ala. ; Z. Pitcher, Michigan. 

Committee on Registration of Marriages^ Births^ and Deaths, — Dr. 
M. W. Wilson, Hartford, Conn., Chairman ; Drs. G. S. Palmer, Gardiner, 
Me. ; Silas Cumming, Fits William, N. H. ; G. T. Elliott, Woodstock, 
Vermont; Ed. Jarvis, Dorchester, Mass. ; J6s. Mauran, Providence, R. I. ; 
John H. Griscom, N. York, N. Y. ; H. Caroenter, Lancaster, Pa. ; O. H. 
Taylor, Camden, N. J. ; Lewis P. Bush, Wilmington, Del. ; A. Snowden 
Pigott, Bait, Md. ; David H. Tucker, Richmond, Va. ; N. J. Pitman, Tar- 
boro, N. 0. ; Harvey Lindsly, Wash., D. C. ; John L. Dawson, Charles- 
ton, S. C. ; R. D. Arnold, Sav., Ga. ; A. Lopez, Mobile, Ala. ; Jas. Jones, 
N. Orleans, La. ; B. C. Foster, Nashville, Tenn. ; C. J. Blackbume, Cov- 
ington, Kv. ; John Dawson, Columbus, O. ; Edward Murphy, New Har- 
mony, Ind. ; A. D. Stebbins, Detroit, Mich. ; J. V. C. Blaney, Chicago, 
HI. ; Geo. D. Wilbur, Mineral Point, Wis. ; Wm. McPheeters, St. Louis, 
Mo. ; J. D. Elbert, Keosaqua, Iowa ; John H. Murphy, Falls of St 
Anthony, Minnesota ; Mississippi and Arkansas, blank. 

Committee on Medical Tc^i>ography and Epidemics, — J. C. Winston, 
of Bangor, Me. ; Edmund R. Peaslee, of Dartmouth CoUege, N. H. ; Jo- 
seph Perkins, of Castleton, V t ; George C. Shattuck, of Boston, Mass. ; 
Joseph Mauran, of Providence, R. L ; Chas. Hooker, of New Haven, 
Conn. ; Joseph M. Smith, of New York, N. Y. ; Jacob M. Gemmil, of 
Hollidaysburg^enn. ; Lyndon A. Smith, of Newark, N. J. ; James M; 
Thompson, of Wilmington, Del. ; Peregrine Aiscoth, of Chestertown, Md« . 
Thomas Miller, District of Columbia; P. F. Peebles, of Petersburg, Ya. ; 
O. F. Manson, North Carolina : D. O. Cain, of Charleston, S. C. ; John F; 
Posey, of Savannah, Ga. ; 8. W. Clanton, of Warsaw, Ala. ; T. O. Graf-, 
ton, of Rodney, Miss. ; T. J. Fenner, of New Orleans, La. ; K B. Hoskins, 
of Clarksville, Tenn. ; M. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, Ky. ; G. Mendenhall, 
of Cincinnati, O.; Vierling Kersey, of Milton, la. ; J. H. Beach, of Cold 
Water, Mich. ; John Evans, of Chicago, 111. ; S. B. AUeyne, of St Louis 
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Mo. ; A. S. Gaatleman, of Delafield, Wis. ; E. A. Arnold, of Davenport, 
Iowa ; J. H. Murphy, Falls of St Anthony, Minn. ; Thomas Dillard, of 
Philadelphia, U. S. N. ; Clement A. Finley, U. S. A. 

Special Committees to report upon nanUd subjects, — Lewis Steiner, 
g£ W&<»hington« D. C.^ on strychnia — ^its chemical and toxicological 
properties. 

Ashbury Evans, of Covington, Ky., on tracheotomy in epilept^. 

J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, £y., on the treatment of cholera. 

Charles Z. Chandler, of Rocheport, Mo., on malignant periodic feyers. 

H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, Illinois, on the excretions as an index to 
the organic changes in the system. 

Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston, Mass., on microscopical investigation of 
malignant tumors. 

K H. Davis, of New York, on the statistics of calculous diseases, and 
the operations thereof. 

J. S. Carpenter, of Pa., on the treatment and curability of redaeiUe 
bemia. 

N. J. Fuller, of Maine, on the best treatment of cholera infantum. 

William B. Page, of Philadelphia, on injuries of the joints. 

T. Wilson Jewell, of Philadelphia, on the statistics of mortality in the 
United States. 

J. Knight, of New Haven, Conn., (hi endemic fevers. 

P. H. Cabell, of Ala., on the native substitutes for cinchona, indigen- 
ous to the Southern States. 

James M. Newman, of Buffalo, New Yoric, on the sanitary police of 
cities. 

L. M. Noble, of Le Roy, HI., on puerperal fever and its communioft- 
bility. 

W. J. Freer, of Chicago, HI*, on the progress of general and desoip- 
tive anatomy. 

J. W. Corson, of New York, on the causes of the impulses of the heart, 
and the a^ncies which influence it in health and disease. 

D. M. Reese, of New York, on the causes of infant mortality in large 
cities, the source of its increase, and the means for its diminution. 

Mark Stephenson, of N. Y., on the treatment best adapted to each 
variety of cataract, with the method of operation, place of election, time, 
age, &c. 

J. B. Coleman, of New Jersey, on the effect of mercury on the living 
tissues. 

F. G. Richardson, of Louisville, Ey., on the diversity of venereal 
poison. 

J. B. Flint» of Louisville, Ky., on the best mode of rendering the^ 
medical patronage of the national government tributary to the honor 
, and improvement of the profession. 

M. M. Latta, of Gk^hen, Indiana, on whether there are any means 
by which the growth of the foetus in utero may be controlled witlk- 
out injury to the mother or child. 

Thos. Miller, of Washington, on toxicology. 
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K E. Peaslee, of Hanover, N. H., on inflammatioo, its pathology, and 
its relations to the reparative process. 

D. D. Thompson, of Louisville, Kj., on the remedial effects of chlo- 
rofornL 

Wm. Clendennio, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on epidemic erysipelas. 

C. G. Comegys, of Cincinnati, Ohio^ on the state of the urine in 
tubercular disease. 

During their stay in Philadelphia, the members of the Association 
were most hospitably entertained by their colleagues of that city. Even- 
ing parties were given to Uiem by Drs. Wood, Still6, Paul, S. Jadbon, 
Pancoast, Hartshome, Bache, Hodge, and Mr. Lea. All the public, and 
many private institutions were thrown open for their inspection, and 
every available moment was agreeably occupied. All seemed delighted 
with their visit, and the utmost harmony and good feeling everywhere 
prevailed. 



<imt^Axxt. 



HINTS FROM A CUPPER AND LEECHER. 
Mbbsbs. Editors : 

Having spent many years in cupping and leeching, perhaps I shall 
be excused for giving Uie profession, through your joomai, a few hints in 
relation to some points which should be oMerved in the practice of this 
branch of therapeutics. 

And first, let me say, that in the use of leeches, certain errors are by 
no means unfrequent, namely, that in leeching adults, the error in many 
cases consists in too little depletion ; whereas, in young children it con- 
sists in too much. It should be remembered that one leech for a child a 
year old, is, in ordinary circumstances, fully equal to twenty-five for an 
adult A leech bites a child as though it were a perfect luxury. All 
the tissues are tender. But this is not all. It is not only easy for a 
leech to find blood-vessels in a child, but the circidation bein^ more 
rapid than in adults, the flow is consequently augmented. Neither ia 
this all. As a general rule, we can safely bleed a strong man until he 
faints ; but never an infant Moreover, two small leeches are always 
safer for a child than one large one ; it being easier to control the bleed- 
ing from six bites of the former, than from one of the latter. As a ^n- 
eral rule, leeches should not be applied to the throat of a child, especially 
over the trachea. It is safer to select the superior portion of the sternum, 
which will usually fulfill the indications. Wherever applied, a young 
child should never be covered up, and left for nature to arrest the hsBm- 
orrhage. I trust 3rour readers will pardon me for calling their attentiim, 
as some of them will recollect, for the second time, to the importance of 
a cataplasm before leeching. It is common to foment the part after the 
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leeches come off. But, if it cannot be done but once, it had better be 
done in advance, and I will give a few reasons for sudi a conclusion. In 
the first place, it makes the part very acceptable to the leech, as it almost 
never refuses to iasten at once upon the skin thus prepared, and ih^ time 
thus saved may be of great importance to the patient It also saves 
much fisitigue and anxiety, and enaUes the leecher to serve much sooner 
some other sufferer who counts the moments of delay as hours. But this 
is not all. It answers the end for which ih^ poultice is intended (namely 
depletion) more perfectly when applied before leeching, than subse- 
quently, tt is not an easy matter to soften and relax the dermoid tissue 
80 as to promote the flow of blood to the best advanta^ in a moment 
It takes time. If the poultice be delayed until after £e leeches fill, it 
<^annot be applied until the last one comes off; and it often happens that 
before this occurs, some of the Sites have nearly dosed, so that the ben- 
efit of the cataplasm, to a great extent, is lost When, however, the 
poultice precedes the leeching, the moment that one lets go, the bite 
bleeds at once, whether any thing is applied or not To be efficient, the 
poultice should be large and hot ; and if a little mustard be added, so 
much the better. In a lar^ majority of cases, leeches are preferable to 
cups, for ih^ abdomen, penneum, neck, fe^e^ and extremities. For the 
thoracic, dorsal, and temporal re^ons, and especially for pulmonary, 
renal, spinal, and ophthalmic affections, cupping is often far more efficient 
than leeching. Moreover, the quantity of olood taken in leeching is al- 
ways uncertain, there being in one case much more, and in another case 
much less depletion than is intended. It is impossible to tell before the 
leech is apphed, how much blood' will flow, there being so many modi- 
fying circumstances ; some of which, perhaps, I may mention, though 
most physicians may be familiar with them. 

Much depends upon the size of the leech ; and hence many physicians, 
to take advantage of this fact, order large ones. But this is decidedly 
wrong ; for, in purchasing leeches, we have to take them as they run, 
both large and small ; and therefore, if we select the large ones for those 
who first call, we cannot supply those who call subsequently, with even 
an average size, and it is not treating them fairly ; and though we ^ve 
them the largest that we have, the doctor is deceived, and perhaps the 
patient suffers. Not only so, but sometimes we are compelled to pur- 
•chase a lot (because we can do no better) which has not a large leech 
amone them. The proper course seems to be to have ih^ medium size 
the criterion, and to modify the number as a deviation from this stand- 
ard may demand. 

Again, the condition^ and also the position of ih» part, modifies the 
bleeding. If the part be inflamed or vascular, the discharge may be pro- 
fuse. K it be hard, swollen, cedematous, cold, or exsangqineous, little 
blood may be obtained. The force and the frequency of ih^puUe should be 
taken into consideration. The position of the part will also, as I said, 
modify the bleeding. For example, a leech-bite upon the hand, which 
bleeds profusely while it hangs down, will stop at once on raising the 
hand above the head. There are other modifying circumstances which 
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I need not stop to name. The average quantity of blood that a leech 
draws, is about two drachma, which, with the subsequent bleeding, 
amonnts to about three-quarters of an ounce. To arrest the bleeding, I 
have always found a simple compress sufficient, though various styptics 
are used. 

Although I intended to say something further on the subject of cup- 
ping, yet as I have already occupied more space in your valuable journal 
than I have any right to claim, I must omit it, at least for the present. 
In regard to sustaining those who make a specialty of this branch of 
therapeutics, perhaps! may be permitted to say a word. It is generally 
admitted that there should be, in all large cities, competent persons to 
attend to these applications, and in cases which require very nice and care- 
ful management, physicians are ^nerally verv glad to avail themselves of 
^e services of some skillful hand. But it should be remembered that 
ihese cases will by no means sustain him. His principal support must 
be derived from the common, every-day cases; and if physicians adopt 
the practice, as is often the case, of sending to ^e nearest apothecary K>r 
the leeches, or a leecher, saying anybody can put them on, he cannot 
be sustained. The truth is, apothecaries, by each one doing a little, do 
just enough to spoil the business, with little or no profit to themselves. 
Moreover, if the patient, or any inexperienced person applies them, he 
seldom does it to the best advantage — ^frequently cannot make them 
bite, ahnost always produces much &tigue, generally loses time, and 
gains nothing in the end. 

J. H. ROSS. 

123 Fourth Avenue. 



(Bakml 



American Medical Association. — ^Tbe eighth annual meeting of this Asso- 
ciation was held at Philadelphia daring the last month, commencing on the Ist, 
and ending on the morning of the 4th. The attendance was larger than on any 
previous occasion of the kind, with the exception of that in our city two years 
ago, the number of delegates amounting to five hundred and twenty-three in 
that city, and five hundred and eighty-four in New York. We have, as hereto- 
fore, devoted a large space to the record of the proceedings of the meeting, 
which we believe to be of great interest to the profession, and for which we 
refer our readers to another part of this journal. The meeting was a pleasant 
and a harmonious, as well as a fall one. Nearly every State and Territory in 
the Union, as well as the Army and Navy, had its representation. Bat one 
prize was given, and this was awarded to Dr. James T. Trask, of White Plains, 
in this State, for an essayjon the <* Statistics of Placenta Prsevia." Dr. George B. 
Wood was chosen President of the Association for the coming year. The pub- 
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lication Committee was tranaferred back to PhOadelphia, aa would neceaaarilj 
be the case. 

The well-established repatation of our brethreB of the sister dfy for hos- 
pitality and judidons management, was fiiilj sustained. All places of pabhe 
interest were thrown open to the delegates, and facilities provided for Tisiting 
the different noble charities, as well as other objects of interest in that city. 
In conformity with the resolution passed at the last meeting of the Associa- 
tion, which we consider a decided change for the better, there was no large 
public entertainment; but the houses of some of the leading professional men 
were thrown open during the continuance of the sesuon, where tables loaded 
with every luxury contributed to give a zest to the social gatherings and warm 
greetings of old friends and new aoquaintaneee, the quality and abundance of 
which were fUly acknowledged by the attention pidd to them. The splendid 
mansion of Mr. Lea, a name so long and so honorably oonneoted with medical 
publishing in Philadelphia, was also opened for their entertainment 

One of the most interesting incidents of the occasion was the reception of 
the delegates at Independence Hall, where they were introduced by Dr. I. 
Hays, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, to the Mayor of the city, 
who welcomed them most cordially to the city, in an eloquent and highly eulo- 
gistic address, the interest of the scene being greatiy enhanced by the associa- 
tions of the spot, and the mementoes of the past witii which it was fiUed. 

The next meeting of the Association is to be held at Detroit The compe- 
tition for this selection evinced a warm interest in the good influence of these 
gatherings, which we trust may now be considered as fixed facts in the future 
history of our profession. No meeting has passed off with more general ac- 
ceptance than the one just closed ; and we doubt not that the forthcoming vol- 
ume vnll fully sustain the reputation of its predecessors. 

Jews* Hospital — This institution, the first one ever erected on this conti- 
nent, was opened on the 17th ult., the ceremony of consecration and inaugu- 
ration being in accordance with the usages of that ancient people. The build- 
ing is located on the south side of 28th street, between 7th and 8th avenues, 
is a substantial and ornamental structure of brick and freestone, five stories 
high, and ninety-eight feet in depth for the main building, while the wing, de- 
signed for offices and private patients, is forty feet deep. The wards are spa- 
cious, well lighted and ventilated, the ceilings being sixteen feet in height 
The entire height of the building is seventy feet ; accommodations are thus 
fhmished for one hundred and fifty patients; and, though intended for the 
benefit of the Jewish population, the institution will be open for patients of 
all other denominations who may be considered as proper objects for admission. 
Four lots of ground are occupied for hospital and gardens, the latter affording 
an agreeable promenade for convalescent patients — two lots having been pre- 
sented by Mr. Sampson Simpson. The entire cost of the building and grounds 
amounts to ((30,000 ; and the whole amount expended in building, outfit, d&e.» 
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amonnfs to $48,000 ; we are hi^^py to state on the authority of Kr. Bernard Hart^ 
President, that the institution iB/reefrcm debt It is now dependent on volim- 
tarj eontribntions and pay of patients for its support, three dollars per week 
being the price of board for those able to pay. The medical staff is not yet 
fully organized, but will in a few days be appointed. In connection with this 
institution, the name of that most benevolent descendant of Abraham, Judah 
Touro, of New Orleans, should not be omitted, as having left a legacy of sev- 
eral thousand dollars to this object ; nor should it be forgotten that Mr. Touro 
also left 910,000 for the establishment of the " Touro Ward ** to be attached 
to the Maasaehusetts General Hospital The vooal music on the occasion of 
the inauguration, was of a most attractive character, and not inferior in any 
respects to the service of the Latin church. In the evening, a banquet and 
ban were given at Niblo's saloon, the receipts of which amounted to over 
^6,000. This institution, therefore, commences its career of usefulness with 
most encouraging prospects ; — ^in its fUture, may the most ardent wishes of its 
benevolent founders be more than realized I J. 6. A. 

Academy qf Medicine, — ^At the May meeting there was, as usual, a small 
attendance of Fellows, and no important business was transacted. The at- 
tendance of the President, for the first time since his affliction, was a source of 
high gratification to those present A resolution authorizing a correspond* 
ence to be opened with several learned societies in Europe, was adopted. The 
proposed amendments to the By-laws met with but littie favor, and were laid 
npon the table. At the June meeting (we speak by authority), the special 
committee appointed at the December meeting, to report *' On the treatment of 
Diseases of the Larynx and Trachea, by the topical use of the Nitrate of Silver , 
and on the Catheterization of the Bronchi, ^c.," will probably report We as- 
sert, without fear of contradiction, that the report of the cases, experiments, &.c. 
was handed in to the Chairman of the Committee by the Secretary, more than 
two months ago, and that the Committee considered their labors as terminated 
at that time. The delay may have been in part owing to the absence from the 
city of an important member of the Committee, who has now returned. We 
know that we express the feelbgs of a large number of Fellows, when we say 
that this report ought to be forthcoming at the earliest opportunity. 

J. G. A. 



S^ihlragrof^iral Mm. 



Autobiography of Charles Caldwell^ M. D, ; with a Preface, Notes, and 
Appendix. By Harriot W. Warner, Philadelphia: Lippincott, 
Grambo & Co., 1855. pp. 454. 

Thb autobiography of Doot Caldwell extends over a period of 
nearly eighty years, toe greater part of them yean of ceaseless activity of 
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both body and mind^ and spent amid scenes of much professional inter- 
est, and m contact with men of high professional standing; and con- 
tains a record of the early struggles and subsequent career of a man of 
strong physical powers, of ardent temperament, of determined will, of 
untiring energy, of remarkable industry, of great system in the distribu- 
tion of his time, and of indomitable persererance. Qualities of this nature, 
exerdsed during so long a period, necessarily led to the accomplishment 
of a vast amount of labor, both mental and corporeal, which, had it been 
more profitably directed would have conferred more benefit upon the 
world, and have added more to his reputation. The prominent part he bore 
in the establishment of the Louisville and Transylvanian Universitiefi is 
well known, and forms a leading feature in his account of himselfl 

Dr. C. manifested in early life that ambition which was ever his rul- 
ing passion,and must have constantlyoffended his contemporaries by the ex- 
hibition of that vanity and egotism, and at times of that vindictive spirit, 
which constitutes such a blemish of the record of himself which he has 
bequeathed us. The great object of his earlier aspirations was to succeed 
Dr. Rush in his Chair in the University of Pennsylvania, which he insists 
that he should have occupied, " had it not been for an unlocked for and 
insuperable^con^ination of adverse circumstances." He claims to have 
been ihQ first teacher of Clinical Medicine in Philadelphia, and to have 
commenced the clinical instruction, since continued in the Philadelphia 
Aln^house, now known as the Blockley Hospital. He early denied the 
doctrine of the contagion of yellow fever, as taught at the time by Dr. 
Rush, and also advocated the non-contagiousness of plague, and opposed 
the enforcement of quarantine laws. He awards to Dr. Physick the credit 
of having been the first to make post-mortem examinations in yellow 
fever, an undertaking then considei^ hazardous, even by physicians, on 
account of the supposed extremely contagious nature of the disease. He 
claims to have written more, and on a greater variety of subjects, than any 
other medical man in our country, and to have borrowed and quoted, in 
both words and thoughts, less than any other writer in the United States, 
and indeed less than any other writer with whose works he was acquaint- 
ed. He says that he never lost a prize for which he contended, either 
before or after his graduation in medicine, and that his contests were 
numerous, and sometimes arduous ; nor did he attribute his suocees, m 
any case, to the superiority of his intellect over that of his competitors; 
but principally, if not exclusively, to his superiority in industry and res- 
olution, energy, firmness, and unyielding perseverance, a record which he 
makes for the encouragement of young men under similar circumstances. 

The autobiography of Dr. Caldwell presents many points of interest, 
and some that are instructive. The reminiscences of some of the friends 
of his early life afford us an insight into the state of society in those days ; 
and the sketches of Drs. Rush, Chapman, Wistar, Barton, and others of 
his professional contemporaries of the latter part of the last and the early 
part of the present century, as well as of others distinguished for science 
or position, are graphic and spirited ; although allowance must doubt- 
less be made, at times, for the influence of the constant and rather sharp 
collision with some of them which evidently existed. The peculiar 
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character of Dr. C.'s mind, and the yast range of Bubjects over which he 
allowed it to wander, instead of concentrating his powers upon some defi- 
nite points of study, have rendered his labors less useful to posterity, and 
leas available for his posthumous reputation ; while his unfortunate taste 
for controversy, and the too slender justice rendered to the talents and ao- 
miirements of others, doubtless narrowed the circle of his friends whilo 
alive, and limited the sphere of his influence. Whether the autobiogra- 
phy which he has left us will place his memory in a more enviable light 
before the world, we must leave for the decision of others more familiar 
with him and his erratic career than ourselves. The book is well printed^ 
and is embellished with a handsome engraving of Dr. C, which showa 
him to have been more than an ordinary man. 

A Practical Tnatise on the Diseasee peculiar to Women. Illustrated 
by Oases derived from Hospital and Private Practice. By Samuel 
Ashwell, Member of the Royal College of Physicians, London ; and 
late Obstetric Physician and Lecturer to Guy's Hospital. Third 
American, from the third and revised London eaition. l^hiladelphia: 
Blanchard A: Lea. 1856. Pp. 528. 

Nearly eleven years have elapsed since the profession was favored 
with the first edition of this'work, which embodied the results of the experi- 
ence and research of the author, who had, at that time, devoted more 
than twenty years to ihe important branch of medical science of which 
it treats, under the most fiftvorable circumstances for their study. Its 
merits, as a judicious and truly practical work, were at once acknowl- 
edged, as is shown by the fact that, in less than four years, a third edition 
was called for, which afforded opportunity for alterations and improve- 
ments that has not been neglected by the author. The present reprint 
of the last London edition may therefore be safely recommended as a 
reliable guide in the investigation and treatment of female diseases, the 
more valuable from the fact that its contents are the results of the prac- 
tice and observation of the author himself, with comparatively sparing* 
quotations from the works of others. The numerous cases introduced 
give increased value and interest to the work, which is now a standard 
one among us^ so thai; we need do little more than announce the appear- 
ance of this new edition. It is perhaps no small recommendation of ihe 
work that it has passed through the Philadelphia press without note, or 
indorsement on its title-page. 

The Climate^ Diseases, and Materia Medica of the Hawaiian Islands, 
By LuTHBR H. GuucK, M. D. New York: 1865. Pp.46. 
This pamphlet, which appeared in the New York Journal of Medi- 
cine for March, 1855, is from the pen of a clergyman, a medical gradu- 
ate of the University of New York, a native of the Hawaiian Islands, 
DOW a missionary in the employ of the American Board of Foreiffn 
Missions ; and presents much information respecting a portion of the 
world daily increasing in interest and importance, which will be gladly 
received. 

Few are probably aware of the remarkably equable nature of the 
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oUmate of these islands. The fMan annual range of the tliennometer 
at Honolulu during twelve years was 37^ ; and during the years 1887 
and 183d^ was 24°; while that of St. Augusdne is stated to be 63°, 
thai of Key West, 37°, and that of Madeira, 23<^. The mean annual 
temperature of the West Indies is 79^ to 81°; on the leeward side of 
the Hawaiian Islands, about 75^ ; and on the windward side about 72^. 
Dr. Judd remarks that the natives seldom speak of the weather, and 
have no word in their language to express that general idea. This uni- 
formly mild temperature makes these islands weU suited to those inclined 
to phthisis, and will, doubtless, in course of time, render them a favorite 
resort for health as well as for pleasure. Phthisis is said to be entirely 
absent among both the foreign and native inhabitants ; and some who 
have gone there laboring under pulmonary affections, which it was sup- 
posed would prove fatal had they remained in this country, have been 
restored to good health. All seasons of the year, however, are not equally 
favorable for health, nor all parts of the isUmds. 

Dr. Gulick gives a brief sketch of the leading diseases met with in 
the islands, and enters at some length upon the subject of syphilis, which 
is well known to have proved such a scourge there. He contends how- 
ever, and apparently for sound reasons, that the physical deterioration of 
the race, which has been so palpable since the introduction of that dis- 
ease by Captain Cook, should be attributed to other causes than that dis- 
ease alone. But our limits will not allow us to follow him in the details 
of his statements and arguments. Dr. G. deserves the thanks of the pro- 
fession for this first attempt to present, in a systematic manner, the mcts 
of medical interest connected with the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands, and 
gives earnest of what we may hope from him in future labors in this 
way. He has collected much valuable information from many and most 
reliable sources, and will, we trust, give us still further proof of the ** lit- 
erary capabilities" of the natives of Uiese islands. They certainly present 
a large and valuable field for study in a professional as well as a ffeneral 
point of view. We understand that the pamphlet of Dr. G. is for sale 
at the medical bookstores. 

A Paper on Protracted Valvular Diseases of Vie Heart. Read 
before the Society of Statistical Medicine. By John W. Corson, 
M. D., Physician to the New York Dispensary ; late Physician to 
Brooklyn City Hospital. (From the N. York Journal of Medidne 
for May, 1866, pp. 28.) 

The principal object of Dr. Corson's paper (first published in ihe 
New York Journal of Medicine for May last), is to investigate the prog- 
nosis and circumstances which modify the prognosis of valvular disease 
of the heart, by means of an analysis of original and selected cases of 
this affection of at least three years' duration. 

Of these he has given us a valuable table of forty-one cases, which 
includes all cases of this kind definitely recorded, that he was able to 
find in text-books or journals, for the last twenty years. This is the first 
attempt of the kind to furnish such a table, whidi presents also an ab- 
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straot of all the leading items in the cases, with the authority for each. 
Of the valves diseased in these forty-one cases, they were the aortic 
alone, in twenty ; the mitral alone in nine ; the aortic and mitral, in 
seven ; the aortic, mitral, and tricuspid, in two ; the mitral and tricus- 
pid, in one ; the pulmonic, in one. The cases are also carefully ana- 
lyzed, and a general view presented of the subject of valvular disease 
pf the heart, which will be found very useful for reference as well 
as for study. An interesting, and we may add unexpected result 
is fiirnished by this analysis, as to the encouragement we are permit- 
ted to give, at least in some cases, to those suffering under this unfor- 
tunate condition of the heart. The average duration of these forty- 
one related cases reaches, as Dr. Corson says, *' the extraordinary term of 
nine years." He adds that, allowing for the probable continued dura- 
tion of the lives of eleven patients still living at the time of the report, 
we might perhaps be safe in rating the probable average duration of these 
forty-one favorable cases at ten years. The average duration of nine cases 
ofaoftic obstruction was ten and a half years ; of eight cases of aortic ob- 
struction and regurgitation, eight and one quarter years ; nine of mitral 
regurgitation, eight and a half years ; seven of aortic and mitral, ten 
years ; six of miscellaneous, six years ; three of right and left simultaneous- 
ly, four years. Statistics shew that aortic valvular disease is in general the 
most favorable form. A short but judicious summary of (treatment of 
valvular disease of the heart follows a clear and fiill account of the means 
of their diagnosis and rules of prognosis, and the pamphlet closes 
with a series of conclusions drawn from the cases thus tabulated and 
analyzed. 

Dr. Corson regards impulse as the true pulse of the hearty and when 
feeble, as indicating need of support ; and thinks that the most valuable 
tonics to sustain a failing heart are, first, strychnine or nux vomica^ in from 
one-fourth to one-third the usual minute doses, long continued ; and next, 
preparations of iron, with mild sedatives and bitters. He shows himself 
a careful and conscientious inquirer after the truth, and is well known as 
a zealous and industrious student as well as a careful practitioner, and 
has furnished a paper which we think will be read with interest, and 
which we trust will prove a forerunner of others of the same nature, mate- 
Hals for which are constantly accumulating. 

Quarterly Summary of the Transactions of the College of Physicians of 
Philadelphia, From March 7, 1855 to April 4, 1855, inclusive. 
Philadelphia : Lippincott, Grambo & Co. 1855. pp. 58. 
Three-fourths of this number are' occupied with the report of Dr. 
Ruschenbercer on the Meteorology and Epidemics of Philadelphia, and 
the Tabled Mortality for the year 1854. Tables are also given of the 
annual aggregates of the mortality from diseases of the lungs and air- 
passages, of the nervous system, of some organs of nutrition, of the 
urino-genital organs, and from fevers during the last five years, and state- 
ments of the ratio of mortality of different diseases to the total mortality. 
It also contains an interesting case of disease of the heart, with hyper- 
trophy and dilatation of the left ventricle, ossification of the aortic valves^ 
27 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



384 Varia. [June, 

and Aneurism of the aorta, by Dr. Wister, with the autopsy, and yaluable 
remarks; and Remarks on a case of Diabetes which recovered under treat- 
ment by benzoic acid, by Dr. Rand, with speculations as to the modus 
operandi of this article ; and closes with a short discussion of the question 
whether iodine can revive mercury latent in the system, respecting which 
opposite views were expressed by different members. We notice that at 
one of the meetings, the librarian reported donations of books to the 
library, amounting to one hundred and twenty-four volumes, ninety-one 
of which were quartos, mostly from Fellows of the College — an example 
well worthy of imitation elsewhere. 



0ttritt. 



Domestic— -Crojt&^ Street College. — In our March number we mentioned 
iQcideotally, that a most eligible site for this iostitation had been procured on 
the corner of 4th avenue and 22d street. Owning to unforeseen difficulties, 
this site has been abandoned; but one more advantageous has been procured 
on the N. E. comer of 4th avenue and 23d street, and the new edifice is al- 
ready in progress. It will be a spacious building, fronting on 23d street, ex- 
tending over nearly three lots of ground ; on the 4th avenue, the basement 
story will bo occupied by stores, the rent of which will, it is presumed, be a 
source of large revenue; these will not, however, interfere with the unity of 
the front on 23d street. We are not familiar with the details of the internal 
arrangements, but are assured that they will be upon the most improved 
model. The entire cost of the building, &c., will amount to 980,000. This 
chani^e of location, from a narrow bystreet to a most commanding position at 
the junction of two great thoroughfares, and in the immediate vicinity of Belle- 
vue Hospital, cannot fail largely to increase the prosperity of this time-hon- 
ored institution. iV. Y, Med, College^ Thirteenth street. — Dr. Henry G. 

Cox has been appointed Professor of Theory and Practice in this institution, 
and Professors Peaslee and £. H. Parker have exchanged Chairs ; Dr. Hor- 
ace Green is, however, yet the President, and Professor of Diseases of the 

Respiratory Organs, and Dr. Barker in the Chair of Obstetrics. Albany 

Medical College. — Dr. Howard Townsend has retired from the Professorship 
of ObtftetricH, and Dr. E. V. Quackenboss has been appointed to fill the va- 
cancy. Pennsylvania University. — On the 3d April, Professor Wm. Gibson 

(for thirty-seven years Professor of Surgery) resigned. Dr H. H. Smith, of 
Philadelphia, has been appointed his successor ; the title of Emeritus Professor 
has been conferred by the Trustees upon Professor Gibson.— ^Vti^nia Med- 
ical College, Richmond, — Professor Brown-Sequard having resigned tbe Chair 
of Medical Jurisprudence and Institutes of Medicine, Dr. L. S. Joynes has been 
appointed. Dr. A. E. Peiticolas, for many years DemonstrHtor of Anatomy, 
has been appointed to the Chair of Anatomy in place of the late Professor 

Carter P. Johnson, lost in the Arctic. Rush Medical College, — ^The 

Chairs of Physiology and Pathology, and of Materia Medica and Ther- 
apeutics are now vacant; application may be made to Dr. Braioard, Pres- 
ident, at Chicago, until 16ih June. University of Michigan. — ^The state- 
ment published in several journals (not in ours) that a Professor of Ho- 
meopathy had been appointed in this instituti(»n, is not correct The legisla- 
ture, at its recent session, recommended to the Regents that such an appoint- 
ment should be made ; but no appointment has been, or is likely to be made, 
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as in that event, the Faenlty in a body wonid resign. Such would be the action, 
we presume, of eveir regularly organized Faculty througfadit our country. 

New York Eye infirmary, — ^The building on Mercer Street, having been 
found not to flirnish suitable accommodation for the large number of patients, 
and which are annually increasbg, the Trustees applied to the Legislature for a 
grant of $ 1 0,000, on condition that (20,000 should be raised bv private sub- 
scription. We are happy to state, that the requisite amount has oeen made up, 
and that two lots on the comer of 2d avenue and 13th street have been purchas- 
ed: contracts have been made for the erection of a building, 51 feet front by 76 
feet in denth, to be completed by April Ist, 186& The IVustees, in their appeal 
to our fellow citizens, state, ** that the additional sum of 913,000 will be re- 
quired for the completion of the building ; and they confidently ask. What other 
charity presents stronger claims than this, which relieves the poor man from 
his incipient or confirmed blindness, restores him to usefulness and happiness, 
and to the capacity to support his family!" 

EdUoruU Clumges. — Dr. Austin Flint has retired from the editorial depart- 
ment of the Buffalo Journal, having, with great ability, filled that post, during 
ten years. In his valedictory Dr. F. states, **• that during the ten years of his 
editorship, but two editors, Drs. Isaac Hays, of Philadelphia, and L. P. Yan- 
dell, of Louisville, have kept their places on the tripod." Professor S. B. Hunt 

(late associate) is now sole editor. Western Lancet. — ^Prof. Lawson, havinff 

removed to Louisville, Ky., has retired from the editorship, and is succeeded 

by Dr. T. Wood, of Cincinnati, O. Ohio Medical and Surgical Journal^ 

Columbus, O. — R. Gandry, M. D., has been appointed assistant editor. New 

Orleans Medical and Surgical JoumaL — Dr. Bennet Dowler announces in the 
Hay No., that he wilt continue to edit this Journal, and that his projected 

Quarterly Journal has been abandoned. The American Joumdl rf Insanity 

is now printed and published at the Utica State Asylum. The assistant Phy- 

sicians are the editors, and it is printed by the patients. The Stethoscope. — 

The Mfdiual Faculty of Virgioia has sold out its ioterest in this Journal. 

The British and Foreign Medico- Chirurgical Review-^htis passed under the 
editorial charsre of Dr. Sieveking. Professor Parkes, late editor, has been ap- 

pointed Superintendent of the Kngtish Civil Hospital in the East The Edir^ 

burgh Medical and SurgicalJoumal, and the monthly Journal of Medical Sdi- 
ence — have been amalgamated. Prof. Bennet retires from the editorial chair. 
— We may remark, in this connection, that some idea of the opinion entertained 
in Great Britain oo the subject of the cauterization of the bronchi, and throat 
swabbiog in general, as practiced in this city, inay be obtained by consultiog 
the May A'o. of the JMim^y Edinburgh Journal, and the Dublin Medical Press 
for the 27th Dec. last They are well worthy of the attention of American 
specialists. 

7^ Annual Meeting (^the Association of the Medical Superintendents of the 
/nsone— occurred at Boston on asd May. Dr. Rav, of the Butler HospiUl, 
R. L, was elected President, in place of Dr. L. V. Bell resigned; Dr Kirkbride, 
of Philadelphia, and C. H. Nichols, of Washiuffton, D. C, were appointed 

Vice Presidents (proceedings in our next). Mortality in Large Cities. — 

From a publishea statement it appears that in 1854 the ratio of mortality was 
as follows : New York, 1 to 21.95. Philadelphia, 1 to 43.33. Baltimore, 1 to 
36.69. Boston,! to 36.31. 

Woorara as a Remedial AgenL—Dr, John W. Green, of this city, is now 
engaged, with some distioguishM physiologists, in experimenting upon animals 
wiih this poison by the endermic method. The peculiar effects induced seem 
to favor the opinion that important results may be anticipated from the seda^ 
tive effects of this poison in cases of tetanus, or rabies. 
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Weddy MartaliW. CrtY.^For the vedc ending April 2Sdh 399 :— Con- 
Bumptioo, 68 ; apoplexy, 4 ; eoD^stion of braio, 9 ; bronchitis, 6 ; pnoamo- 
Dia, 3] ; croup, 9 ; scarlet fever, 22 ; measles, 17 ; small pox, 1 ; typhus fever 
(includiDg"* typhoid"), 11. For the week ending May biK 438 :— <^nsamp- 
tion, 63; apoplexy, 1 ; conj^estioD of brain, 8; bronchitis, 11 ; pneumonia, 37 ; 
croup, 10; scarlet fever, 25; measles, 6; small pox, 2; typhas fever (includ- 
ing "^ typhoid "}, 12. For the week ending May 12th, 431 :— Consumption, 66 ; 
apoplexy, 6 ; congestion of brain, 6 ; bronchitis, 3; pneumonia, 34 ; croup, 11 ; 
scarlet fever, 24; measles, 11; small pox, 4; typhus fever (including ''ty- 
phoid''), 9. For the week ending May 19/A, 467: — ConsumpUoD, 72; apo- 
plexy, 6; congestion of brain, 8; bronchitis, 7; pneumonia, 26; croup, 9; 
scarlet fever, 26; measles, 17; small pox, 3; typhus fever (includmg ** ty- 
phoid"), 9. For the week ending May 26th, 394: — Consumption, 46; apo- 
plexy, 4; congestion of brain, 6; pneumonia, 13; croup, 16; scarlet fever, 22; 
measles, 14; small pox,2 ; typhus fever (including *' typhoid "), 13. 

Comparative Record of the Weather and Deaths in New York to the 



type for oar climate. It may be noted that there aeems to have been in those weeks 
a relative decrease of deaths from diaeasea of the respiratory organs^ and cqrreapond- 
iog iocreaae of mortality from f evert, 

MECftOLOdT. 

DiBD, on the 26th April, at Newtown, Bucks county, Pa., Dr. Ralph Lea. 

At Troy, N. Y., on the 4th May, Dr. Pettok R. Hulbert, set 74. On 

28th April, at Randall's Island, N. Y., Dr. E. H. Kimball, et 23. one of the 

Resident Physicians. At Baltimore, Md., on the 29th April, Dr. H. B. Chew, 

set. 20. At Port Plain, N. Y., on 23d March, Dr. Elias P. Phelps, aet. 66. 

At Stockbridge, Mass., on 3d May, Dr. Joseph C. Fowler, set. 36. 

On 6th May, at Lowell, Mass , Dr. Moses Kidder, late Surgeon U. S. Navy. 

At Middletown, Conn., May 21, Dr. Hajultoh Brewer, aet 40. At 

Constantinople, early in March, Drs. Aucikblle and Foucault, of the French 

Militarv Hospitals. At Columbus, Miss., on 3d May, Dr. F. Lightfoot Les, 

formerly of Virginia. In London, March 6th, Mr. Avert, for many years 

Surgeon to Charing Cross Hospital. At Honolulu, S. I., on 12th March, 

Dr. Page, late of California, formerly of Boston. At Taboga, near Panama, 

in April, by drowning, Dr. Watson, an American physician practicing on the 

island. On 28th March, Mr. H. E. Bxtll, set 88, for fifly.five years House 

Surgeon to the Royal Cornwall Infirmary. At Sebastopol, on the 20th 

March, of typhus fever. Dr. Isaac Draper, jr., of South Attleboro*, Mass., 
American Surgeon in the set vice of the Russian army. At Kertch, in the 
Crimea, Dr. Courtbhat S. King, of Charleston, S. C., set 24, an American 
Surgeon in the Russian service. 
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dDriginal Cnittflmimatiam 

Fracture of the Neck of the Os Braehiiy complicated with Luxation of 
the Head of the Bone in the AxiUa, treated eutceesfulty hy immediate 
Extension and direct Maniputatiori over the Luxated Fragment. By 
Joror Watbok, M. D^ Surgeon to the New York Hospital. 

To THB' Bditobs of tbm Nxw Tobk Mtf^iOAL Tim B8 : 

CkntlenUn — ^Permit me to call your attention to the following cases 
of dislocation of the shottMer, complicated with fracture at what is called 
tiie sui^cal neck of the os brachfi. 

Aoeidenfe of this sort are of rare occurrence, and have hitherto been 
looked upon as offering but litde hope of recovery. My present object 
18, to demonstrate the advantages of attempting the immediate reduction 
of the dislocation by extension of the arm and direct pressure upon the 
displaced head of the os brachii, over the plan of treatment laid down 
by ChelitB and others ; and to show that the let-alone system spoken of 
by Sir Asfley Cooper and Mr. Key in ** Guy's Hospital Reports,** vols. 4th 
and 5th, is not always the best I have not taken time for much re- 
aoMPch to determine what sui^cess other surgeons may have had in the 
management of these injuries. Sir Astley Cooper, though he acknowl- 
edges he had frequently met with such accidents, and of which, indeed, 
ho gives the postmortem appearanceis of three cases, does not report a 
shigle case in wluch he has succeeded in overcoming the luxation, and 
reotoring the arm to its proper frmctions. The case reported by Mr. Key 
was left unreduced ; so, also, the case of my colleague. Dr. Buck, of 
which he has furnished me the particulars, and which, with his permis« 
aion, I have ^ven below. Judging from the manner in which Chelius 
alludes to the accident, it is clear that he had never witnessed it at all. 

VOL, IV. NO. 10. 28 
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Before alluding to my own cases, I may authenticate these obeenrations. 
And, first as to Ohelius : 

" Fracture of the neck of the upper-arm bone," says he, " has also 
been noticed simultaneously with this dislocation." [South's Translation, 
§ 1031.] He does not report, however, any instances of it as having 
fallen under his own notice. And elsewhere, speaking of the treatment, 
he says, *' When dislocation is connected with fi:acture of the bone, the 
latter [former] must be attempted to be set, if it can be done without 
extension of Uie limb. K this be not possible, the fracture must be 
treated first ; and on the length of time requisite for that purpose de- 
pends whether, after union has occurred, putting to rights the old dislo- 
cation can be undertaken." \Ib%d. § 997.] 

The little likelihood of restoring the head of ih^ bone to its proper 
place after a sufficient time has elapsed to allow of firm union at the 
seat of fracture, is well shown by the cases reported by Sir Astley 
Cooper, and still further by that furnished me by Dr. Buck, and which 
is as follows : 

1847, June 12. Mrs. E., patient of Dr. B — s was crossing the Bow- 
ery with her child. On reaching forward to catch him, as he was going 
on in advance of her, she fell upon her left shoulder. 

Dr. B. had made some efforts to reduce it, supposing it to be luxa- 
tion only. The marks of luxation into the axilla were clear ; the fingers 
could be insinuated under the acromion process, and the head of the 
bone felt deep in towards the thorax. The mobility of ih^ arm was very 
great in every direction ; but, on careful examination, it was obvious that 
the head of the bone did not move with the shaft, and in certain mo- 
tions, crepitus was distinctly felt, and even heard, especially when slight 
extension was made at the same time. Attempts were made to reduce 
the dislocation by introducing the fingers passed flatwise between the 
thorax and the head of the bone, so as to get above it, and crowd it 
downwards towards the glenoid cavity, moderate extension at the same 
time being kept up at the elbow. No impression was made by this pro- 
ceeding, though persevered in for a considerable length of time. The 
fracture having taken place at the juncture of the head and shaft, the 
former could be acted on in no other way than by the proceeding that 
was employed. 

It was then decided to procure union of the fracture ; and after it 
had become sufficiently consolidated, to renew the attempt at reduction. 
The arm was secured against the body, with a narrow pillow interposed. 
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After the lapse of nine weeks, when the fracture had united, an attempt 
was made to reduce the luxation, which re-fractured the bone. At the 
expiration of four or five months more, an attempt was made with Jar- 
Tis's Adjuster, the patient being put under the influence of ether, and was 
persevered in for at least half an hour, in which time the insensibility to 
pain, and ih^ relaxation of the muscles were complete. 

The reduction was not effected ; the mobility of the limb at the shoul- 
der was increased by the stretching of the ligaments, d^. 

Sir Astley Coq)er, in the 4th volume (page 265, et seq,) of " Guy's 
Hospital Reports,^ has published an important article on injuries about 
llie shoulder joint, supplementary to his work on Dislocations and Frac- 
tures, in which, speaking of the accident now under consideration, he 
says, ^ As to the treatment, extension is of no further use than to bring 
the broken shaft of the os humeri into the glenoid cavity, where it forms 
an useful articulation ; but no extension, however violent, disturbs the 
broken head of the bone ; for no proper force could bring it into the 
glenoid cavity of the scapula. If reduction be ever effected, it will prob- 
ably be by an extension with the heel or knee in the axUla." « « ♦ 
^* But let the surgeon do what he wiU, the head of the bone will proba- 
bly remain in the axilla, and the upper motions of the arm will be in a 
considerable degree lost These cases," he adds, '* should teach ihe mem- 
ben of our profession to be kind, generous, and liberal towards each 
other ; and not to impute to ignorance or inattention that which is the 
result of a generally incurable accident** 

With th^pe introductory remarks to show the difllculty that has hith- 
erto attended all attempts to treat injuries of this sort, I give the only 
two instances of this accident that have fallen under my own observation, 
and in both of which, the broken and dislocated head of the bone was 
reduced with comparative facility, the deformity overcome, and the arm 
restored to its proper functions. 

Cass L Dec. 29fA, 1851. — ^Henry Ringe, a coal-carman, fell from 
his loaded cart, and suffered a severe injury by the passage of the wheel 
over his left shoulder. I saw him at the office of Dr. Yanderpool soon 
after the accident, and detected the head of the os brachii in the axilla, 
and at the same time a fracture of this bone just below the tubercles, or 
midway between its upper extremity and the point of insertion of the 
deltoid muscle. After a careful examination, and before the patient had 
iedrly rallied from the shock of the accident, I placed him flat upon 
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his back on a 8o£&, with hia iBJui^d arm drawn over a ddpreanoa in 
the back of the so£E^ which I had preidously padded with a pillow to* 
senre as a point of resistance and support for the axilla, during the piooeaa 
of extending the anu. With the patient thus plaoed^ I had fina and 
steadj traction made b j the hands of two assistants drawing upon the- 
arm in a line of about 45^ with that of the patient's body* The teniuon 
thus exerted upon the limb had the e&ot of putting the musdea about 
the shoulder in their normal relation with the shaft of the bone ; and 
the broad fulcrum o^beed by the padded notch in the back of the aofs, 
served in some measure, during the process of extension, to push thB 
head of the bone inwards fifom the axilla towaids^ its natasal poehioo. 
In this way, with very little trouble, and with no sey^e amoui^ <tf tiaa- 
tion, the deformity at the joint was righted. The feaoture was immedi- 
ately afterwards reduced, and the limb adjusted with a pad in the aiiU% 
and with sf^nts and bandages, as in ordinary simple ftaetare-of the oa 
humerL The cJk garerise to no further trouble. My last minute upcm it 
was on the Ist of March^ 1852, at which date the fracture had united, 
and the joint was ia its natural condition. The neixi case is one of re* 
cent occurrence. 

Cass IL — Allen B. Nelson, shoemaker, a native of New. York» aged 
51, received a severe blow upon his right shoulder from a loeonaotive 
engine while in motion, and was brought to the New York Hospital soon 
after the accident, still in a state of prostration from the shock, Saturday, 
April 2 Ist, 1855. On the day of admission, owing to the patient's acute 
suffering, it was not deemed advisable to attempt any minute examina- 
tion of the shoulder, which was already much swollen, imd only such 
treatment was instituted as to favor re-action and allay pain. 

On Monday morning, April 23d, afther sBtherisiag the pattent, I 
made a thorough exploration of the injury. There was a small laoera* 
tion of the integument in boni of the shoulder, some two inches or more 
below the top of the acromion. The whole shoulder was greatly tume- 
fied, the arm was quUe movable, and could be drawn close down against 
the trunk. By tracing its long axis upwards, the shaft of the os hmneri 
appeared to rmge an inch and a half, or more than this^ within its 
proper line of relation to the glenoid cavity. The dditoid muade wa» 
bellied out above, and wrinkled and contracted near its point of inser- 
tion; the lower edge of the pectoralis maj<»r near its insertion into the 
anterior lip of the bicipital groove, was in like manner contracted and 
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^otn^atod. The tmne&etioii ftbont die joint «Mumed a globular shi^, 
Jeavisg no sharp prommenoe or d6pi«a6ion near the acromion. But the 
finger ooold be readily insinuated deeply beneal^ this process, showing 
that the l&eed of the bone had escaped fix>m its socket ; imd, on searching^ 
it was found lying in the axilla. Rotation and traction npon the arm 
'produced an occasional sound of cre|4tation. ^t the movements of the 
-aim were not communicated to the head of the bone. As &r as could 
be determined, the seat of fractuve was as high up as the insertion of tbe 
teres mi^ nmsde, or near the head of the tubercles. 

Slipping a strong roller towel under the axilla, and securing the upper 
extremity of this over the bed-bead for counter extension, I had firm 
tjnaction exerted on the i^rm by the bauds of assistants, and varied tiie 
mode of extension by sometimes trusting to simple traction, and sometimes 
placing a pad in the axilla, and pressing upon this with the heel of an 
assistant ; in the mean while insinuating my fingers around the dislo- 
cated head of the bone, I attempted by direct manipulation, to force this 
outwards and upwards towards the glenoid cavity. So long as the trac- 
Uon was made at only a small angle from the line of the body, these efforts 
iTere unavadling. But by drawing the arm outwards nearly into a right an- 
gle with the trunk, and then repeating these manoeuvers with the fingers 
over the head of the bone, this latter slipped readily into its proper place. 
Afttf thus leducii^ the head of the bone, the broken fragments were 
brought into proper co-aptation, and then secured with splints and band- 
ages, with a firm broad pad in the axilla to prevent the bone from again 
forsaking the glenoid cavity, and with the elbow bent and the arm fixed 
to the eide as in ordinary fracture. The splints were also so airanged as 
to allow the small lacerated wound in front of the shoulder to be dressed 
-without disturbing them. The dressings were removed, and the shoul- 
der carefrilly examined, for the first time after their permanent adjust- 
ment, on the dlst of April, at which time the tumefaction had greatly 
subsided, and the parts were in their natural relations. The bandages 
were again removed on the 5th of May for a second examinati(Hi. No 
deformity was discernible, and the small sore was in process of cicatri- 
zation. May 15th, the union of the fracture was firm, and the small ul- 
cer nearly closed. May 31st, the patient was discharged cured. 

The successful issue of this latter case may, ^ think, be fairly attri- 
buted to the direct manipulation with the hand over the broken and 
luixated head of the oe brachiL In a former cenmiunication, I had ocea- 
ns ion to speak of the ease with which dislocation of the head of the os 
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brachii may be ocoasionally reduced where direct pressure can be exerted 
upon it The instance referred to was one in which, through a wound in 
the integuments of the axiUa, I succeeded in replacing the head of the 
bone by simply seizing it and forcing it inward towards its socket with 
my thumb and finger. 

Hoping that these £eu^ may hereafter be of seryice to those who 
are called upon to manage such accidents, I remain, with becoming re- 
spect, Yours, Ac, 

JNO. WATSON. 



Two Cases of Retention of the Menses, By Thomas F. Cock, M, D.^ 
Physician to the New York Hospital. 

The following cases, exemplifying the hazard that occasionally att^ds 
operations for retention, may be of sufficient interest to justify publica- 
tion. In both instances, the operators were surgeons distinguished for 
skill and prudence. In one, threatening symptoms created apprehensions 
of a fatal issue ; in the other, death followed during the fourth week after 
the operation. 

Casb I.— Feb. 26th, 1850, 1 was requested to see Mrs. R., a healthy- 
looking Irishwoman, 25 years of age. She presented all the attributes 
of a woman in good health, the breasts well-developed, external genitals 
normal, feminine in figure, and florid complexion ; but she has never 
menstruated. Her sister, as I subsequently learned, was defective in 
some of her generative relations, but the precise character of the lesion I 
could not ascertain. Mrs. R. has been in America four years, and pre- 
viously had but indifferent health ; since her residence here she has 
been pretty well, with the exception of periodical headaches, which 
have merged into continuous pain, and seem to be connected with mens- 
trual derangement. When about 17 years of age, she first began to 
Buffer from these headaches, which recurred at ^regular periocts of three 
weeks, not, however, accompanied by other menstrual phenomena, as 
lumbar ptun ; but in the right iliac region there is some pain. The head- 
ache occupies principally the eyebrow on both sides, and is not occipitaL 
Before marriage, it coincided principally with the menstrual nisus, but 
since that event, it has been constant She has been married five months, 
and since then only has she realized any special sexual aberration, as her 
husband was the first to discover the abnormal condition of the genital 
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apparatus. Before marriage, Mrs. R. never noticed a tumor in the hypo^ 
gastric region, but her husband discoyered it, and she now realizes l^at 
at the menstrual msus the swelling is quite large and prominent Coitus 
at first painful, is not so now. In other respects, the patient is pretty 
well, thd appetite good, and bowels regular. On examination, I was ena- 
bled to define a tumor above the pubes, reaching as high as the xmibilicus, 
not hard, but having a feeling very much as a bladder distended by urine 
daring parturition. Per vaginam, a septum about two and a half inches 
firom the orifice prevented a deeper introduction of the finger, and through 
this obstruction no cervix uteri could be felt, or the smallest aperture 
discovered ; in fact, no mark to fix upon as a spot for incision. A cath- 
eter passed into the urethra could be felt up to, and passing beyond the 
septum. Per rectum, a tumor was felt impinging oh the finger^when pres- 
sure was made above the pubes, but it appeared rounded, and affording 
no trace of the cervix ; the catheter can be felt, but not so distinctly as 
through the vagina, affording the impression of more intervening tissue. 
No question could be entertained as to the retention of the catamenia, 
but the means of reliefMemanded some thought ; it was evidently not a 
case in which a simple crucial incision would relieve, for there was no 
distension of the claustrum, even during a menstrual period, as was ascer- 
tained by examination ; nor even higher up was this tumor readily per- 
ceptible. The existence of only thickened tissue between the catheter 
in the urethra and the finger in the rectum, seemed to indicate that 
there was a deficiency of the vagina beyond the septum. In &ct, it was 
concluded that the apparent vagina had been fonned by efforts in caitu, 
and that the septum was simply a condensed hymen pushed up to con- 
stitate a eul de sac. The most feasible means of relief appeared to be 
cautious opening of the vagina by the knife and finger, and the forma- 
tion of a canal by artificial means. Accordingly, the operation was per- 
formed by Dr. Gurdon Buck, by inserting two fingers into the rectum to 
a point beyond the septum, and then bending the fingers so as to bring 
the septum entirely outside of the orifice of the vagina. Upon this 
membrane an incision was made, and careful but prolonged efforts made 
with the edge and handle of the scalpel to reach beyond the obstruction, 
but without satisfactory progress being made. The parts interested 
proved to be very vascular, and no distinct membrane could be found 
through which to pass to the uterus ; in fact, the atresia was complete. 
After searching unavailingly for a long time for some canal, it was con- 
duded to defer further operative measures. The free bleeding could not 
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Ibd restrained witliout the use of a tampon ; which, however, caused 
auach distresa, and had to be removed aliaost as soon as aj^lied ; and 
-the edges of the incision were brought together with sutuMS, which 
stopped the hemorrhage. Decided symptoms of peritonitis ensued, 
but under the judicious oare of Dr. Buck she recovered. About a 
month after the operation, and at the time of a menstrual nisua, I agam 
saw her with symptoms of threatening periConitiB, but she recovered, and 
subsequendy Icit for Canada. About four years after, I heard indirectly 
that she was alive, but of the state of her health, I could kam no par- 
ticulars. 

Case H. July lOih, 1852. — ^This patient was under the care of Dr. 
Willard Parker, through whose kindness I saw her, and made the fol- 
lowing minutes of her case. Mrs. D., aged 22 years, a native of New 
Hampshire, has enjoyed good health until she was about 15 yean of 
age, since which time it has been indifSarent^ and at times she is mucli 
distressed, tlie head being the principal seat of sufifering. About this 
time she began to have headaches at intervals of a month, attended witih 
other symptoms of mienstrual effort, as lumbar'pains, 4c The seat of 
pain is the top apd sides of the head ; it tfot periodical, b^t i$ wm con- 
tinuous, and gives a " wild feeling." The lumbar pain^ which was also 
periodical, now distresses her whenever she walks lar, and is nearly con- 
stant She thinks she has noticed some tumeHaction of the hypogas- 
trium, but radier r^to to the umbilical region as the seat of "oppres- 
sion." Subsequent events proved that her idea of the existence of 
tumefaction was incorrect She thinks that two or three times blood 
escaped by the rectum ; but the statement is too vague to trust ta Ap- 
petite is fair, and bowels regular. Hie patient is well develq>ed as to 
mamme and hair on pubes, possesses sexual ai^tite deddedlj, and is 
anxious for ojQ&pring, as her readiness to undergo any operation promis- 
ing relief, demonstrates. A year since, she was married, and c(»tus, at 
first painful, is not so now. In October last, an indsion was made by a 
surgeon living near her home, but no benefit followed. In January, an 
attempt was made by another surgeon with a trocar, and according to 
her statement, " dark and thick blood was evacuated the next day." This, 
also, was probably erroneous. Another practitioner has operated three 
times, but no special advantage seems to have resulted. She thinks, how- 
ever, that the bleeding succeeding each operation has been, to some ex- 
tent, a relief. Examination per vaginum detects a septum completely 
across the vagina, as in the other case, which is also probably tiie hy- 
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m«ii pnahad upward by efforto m o<^tioii ; it has » fixm lediBg, tliick, 
bat not 8au>oib. By trud wiUi im imtnimeiit in tbe uiefhra, it«d tk« 
finger in the reetum, a aenBation of eonsideraUe Uiickaned tissno is imr 
parted, which ie {urobaUy ragina. The finger in the rectum abo finds a 
ooQical body in ih^ ai(2aation of the oendx uteris and about the aiae of 
that body ; it la fiimo, and not enlai^ed, and henoe it waa inferred that 
but little, if any, accumulati(m had occurred. Subaequeot events oon- 
firmed this view, and proTcd that there waa no retention, properiy apealc* 
in^, whaterer. 

From the eimniaatioii, and the biatory <tf the caae, &ere could not 
be a doubt that the eoaential organs, the oTariea, exiated ; but aa to the 
probaMlity of relief by operation, there waa much heaitatiQA. The pa- 
tient was ^^EOftedingly auxioua to enjoy the pleaiurea of matamity ; and, 
p^hapa, ^uiggemted her aufferiaga, and maiepresented aomewhat flue 
prcigreBa aad devdcqpmenta ^ her ca«^ It waa decided to make an at- 
teBq>t for li^r reli^; and, accordingly, on the Xlth of November, ld62» 
t|ie following (Operation waa performed by Dr. W. Parloer. A sound 
waa introduced into IJbe urethra, and a finger into tihe rectum, and thus 
guided^ ininsions were made through much hardened tiasue, until a a^ 
tion waa reached b^ond which there ai^>eaied to be aoa?ity. An opan- 
ing was made, a director paased through, and diyision of the tiasue 
efiTected widi a probe-pointed bistoury. The oa uteri could now be felt^ 
the cervix being agglutinated to the surrounding parts by adbeaiona. 
These were freed, and the organ brought plainly into view; strong 
pressure being meanwhile made on the hypogastriom, aaaistad by a fin- 
ger id the rectum, passed beyond the uterus. The os and cervix uteri 
were distinguishable both per vaginam, and per rectum ; througji the 
latter, however, it could now be ascertained on drawing down the cer- 
vix, that there was no body to the uterus^ but in place thereof two horns 
existed. In truth, the uterus was an arrest of development, an uterus 
bicomis ; and the cause of the retention was the want of a proper organ 
to eliminate the menstrual fluid. Of course, there was no accumulation 
of the catamenia. 

On the third day after the operation, peritonitis set in with a chill, 
succeeded by the other ordinary symptoms of that disease. For this 
she was treated with full doses of opium ; and, at one time, there ap- 
peared to be a fair prospect of recovery, until a purulent and very 
offensive dischaige commenced from the vagina on the Xst of December, 
and from this time she sank until the 4th, when she died, three wedcs 
and two days from the time of operation. No autopsy was permitted. 
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The above two cases may be looked upon as types of diff^ent phases 
of the affection styled retention of the menses. In the one, that state 
did actually obtain; while the other, marked by veiy similar phenom- 
ena, proTed entirely dissimilar in its cause. In the one, incompleteness 
of the vaginal canal, with an abnormally thick hymen, precluded the 
exit of the uterine discharge ; in the other, the imperfection of the uterus 
itself, the rudimentary state of the organ, as ascertained at the time of 
operation, forbade the performance of feminine functions. Both show 
the danger of operations interesting the uterus in connection with its pe- 
culiar ofSce ; for in the one, there was serious risk of abdominal inflam- 
mation, while the other actually did succumb under the disease. 

The question will recur, Was it not practicable in the second case to 
make a correct diagnosis of the exact state of the abnormality, and so to 
avoid an operation 9 In answer, it may be said, that the lesion was an 
unusual one, though not anomalous ; again^that previous manipulationa 
liad temporarily relieved the patient ; and still farther, that she asserted, 
that after one operation, dark fluid blood was discharged. So Car, the 
history rather obscured tJ^an elucidated the case, while digital examina- 
tion shed no light upon the state of the organs thrown into an abnormal 
state by the cicatrices resulting from former operations. Only by the 
collection and collation of actual difliculties of professional experience 
can we hope for light to be shed upon the future, and the recital of such 
cases as the foregoing will serve, in some measure, as elements in calcu- 
lating the probabilities of success in subsequent cases. 

Twelfth Street. 



Bemoval of Metals from the System by Oalvanism, By G. Huff, M. D., 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

To the Editors of the New York Medical Times : 

Gbntlemsk — ^Having experienced the beneficial effects of galvanism 
in extracting metallic poisons from the human organism, and believing 
it to be a subject of much interest to the profession, I now place at your 
disposal a report of my experiments. 

Very respectfully yours, 

G. HUFF. 

Cabs L— Mrs. W , aged 27 years, of lymphatic temperament, 

with auburn hair and white skin, had been under treatment for diseased 
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spine fifteen months. Daring this time she had taken very large quan- 
tities of meroniy, whioh, her subsequent medical attendant stated, pro- 
duced paralysiB of the lower extremities. 

I was called in consultation by the advice of her physicians, and it 
was decided that she should be put under treatment by galyanism. Her 
physicians having thrown upon me the entire responsibility of the case, 
I took charge of her ; and one day, while making an application of this 
potent agent to the spine, the feet haviog been placed in a metallic 
bathing-tub with ^acidulated water, her husband suddenly called my 
attention, exclaiming at the same time, **' See the mercury I" On makmg 
an examination, I found several globules of metallic mercury lying on 
the bottom of the tub. I continued this (electric) treatment a long time,^ 
and she ultimately recovered, and now enjoys the powers et locomotion 
most perfectly. 

Cass IL — Mr. B*-*, aged 40 years, of nervous temperament, with 
dark hair, white and thin skin, had been treated for syphilis for a long 
period, and had been repeatedly salivated, from which he had suffered 
severely in the joints. The capsular ligament was so much elougated 
as to cause luxation of the head of ihe femur ; separation of the carpus 
of each hand had taken place, and the metacarpal joints of the fingers 
were very much enlarged. He had been under treatment by physicians 
who stood deservedly high in the profession, and had visited warm 
springs in Arkansas by their advice. At this time he could scarcely 
move with crutches, even with the help of two attendants which he took 
with him. He remained there one winter, and returned without having 
obtained any relief. His friends then advised him to apply to me, and, 
with the consent of his physicians, he did so. On exammation of his case 
I concluded to treat him, and commenced with warm baths, wliich in- 
variably left; him worse, the joints becoming more stiff and painful, and 
with less mobility. Believing that the remote cause of this aggravation 
of his disease was the presence of mercurjbin his system, I was induced 
to attempt to extract it To accomplish tlus, after having placed him 
in a porcelain bathing-foot tub, with acidulated water, and a metallic 
plate beneath his feet, I completed the circuit, and after the lapse of 
twenty minutes I discovered a light- white precipitate, and the impress 
of his toes left on the plate of a light bluish color, with silvery lustre. 
I repeated this operation several times, and then commenced the gal- 
vanic treatment for rheumatism, and iofiised iodine into the joints in 
order to produce absorption of abnormal secretion that had formed 
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there. From this time he oommenoed to improve, and went on im- 
pxmng without a reliq)66. All the joints h»f6 now reeorered Ibeir 
noimal condition, with the exception of the left hip<joint, the femur of 
tfaat«ide now remaining seren-eigliths of an inch bdow die right, al- 
Hiough it has ascended three-eighths of an inch during my treatment; 
his general health has yery mndb improved ; in fact, he sajs it is now 
as good as it has been at any period of his life. 

Oasb in. Mrs. N , aged 28 years, (tf bilious temperameiBt, small 

^00, hair and eyes Made, of a very high (urder of mtelleet. At tlie birth 
of htf second dliild there was very profnae bttmorrhage, and iomA in- 
flammation of the uterus was superadded in oonaequ^ce of medicines 
having been imprudently given by her physicians to fedlitate labor. 
f'or the purpose of suppressing the haemorrhage and restoring the uterus 
to a healthy condition, sugar of lead was given in small doses, and its use 
continued a long time. This treatment resulted in lead palsy (the total 
loss of muscular contraction <^ the extremities). In ordw to extract the 
lead from her system, I commenced the treatment by galvanism in ^ 
same manner as in the foregoing case, and with the same results, except 
that the precipitate was of a dark gray color, and the impress of the toes 
1^ on &e plate was of a darker hue. When the paralysis was nearly 
removed, partial amaurosis set in, and ultimately became total I treated 
this without benefit, although I think the treatment has not been fully 
tested, as she was obliged to return home, in consequence of domestic 
cares, sooner than I anticipated. 

Lbxinotok, Et., May Sth, 1855. 

[The preceding conununication contains results which will doubtlesB 
be novel to most of our readers, and which would seem to promise to be 
of value in a therapeutic point of view. It derives additional interest from 
the &ct that, at the meeting of the Imperial Academy of liedicine of 
Paris, held January 29, 185^ a nota was presented from MM. Yergues 
and A. Poey, on the nevf aj>plicatum of electrochemistry to the remowl 
of metals from the system. We extract the following account of the dis- 
ease and process from the VAheUle Midicale^ 15th Feb., 1855 : — 

M. Yergu^ who had on the back of his hand an ill-conditioned 
ulcer, caused by the introduction of metallic substances in the process of 
jplding and silvering by galvanism, on plunging his hands into an elec- 
tro-chemical bath at the positive pole, found, to his great suiprise, a 
metallic plate in contact with the negative pole covered, at the end of a 
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quarto of aa hour, witk a tliia layer of goLi and ailTor. A ft w baths 
ptro¥6d sHflideit to radically oore the ulcen^ whiok had pieviovaly le^ 
siatod the moat active maaiis. The fint experiment was made at New 
Yor]^ the 16th o£ Apnl, 18^2, and w«» followed by seveiul oihen, whidi 
had led to the iatioduotioii of a new thera]pe«tic mode of renoYing 
metak from the syatem. 

The patient is plaoed np to the neck in a metallsQ bafthiag tnb,^ iso^ 
lated from the g^roundf and made to rest in a horizontal poaitkn. npon » 
wooden bench, the whole length of the body, which is to be also iaefatcnl 
from tfaos bathing tnbw The water is to be afiidiilated with. d» nitrio or 
thebydrochkiie acid f&i the removal of mercury, gold, asi silvery and 
with eidpburie aeid for the removal of lead. 

One estiemity of the baUi ia put in contact with. die> native pole of 
the pUe by means of a screw, and the patient takes hold of the positive 
pole sometimes with the right hand and sometimes with the left. The 
arm is held up by supports in contact with the seat. The extremity of 
the positive conductor which the patient holds is armed with a massive 
iron handle, wrapped around with linen, ta diminish the calorific action 
of the current, which is very poweifrdt-^md which, without this preven- 
tion, would bum the hands. 

The patient being thus placed, the positive current enters either by 
the right or left arm, circulates from the head to the feet, and is neutral^ 
ixed ai the negative pote on the sides of the bathing tub, Beingisolated 
from ^foect contact widi the negative pole, as well as from the ground, 
the electric fluid radiates from the body into the bath, forming a multi- 
tude of currents from the entire surfieu^e of the body, which, after havings, 
travecsed the internal cfgana and even the bones, noutniluie themselves 
upon the negative side of the bathing tub. 

They say that the^ have thus withdrawn from the femur and tibia of 
a patient a large quantity of mercury, which, according to the opinion of 
several physicians, had remained there fifteen years. 

The paper was referred to a commission, consisling of MM. Dumas, 
Rayer, and CI. Benuird. 

The Virginia Med. and Surgical Joumaly for May 1, 1855, cimtains 
also (in addition to the above) an account of an experiment made before 
the members of the Faculty <^ Medicine of Havana, in which a similar 
result followed the use of the same agent 

The metallic spots formed by this process are said to vary in size 
from that of the head of a pin to the size of a pea, while some are micro-' 
acopic. 
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In a letter received from Dr. Huff^ Bubflequently to his commtmica- 
tioD, he says that he had never seen the process, nor read in any work 
respecting what he calls '^ his method of extracting metals from the 
human system." He says, '* my mode is constantly demonstrated by 
the ordinary course pursued for the elecjtrdysis of metallic salts, by 
those engaged in electrotyping and electroplating.'* He speaks also of 
the solution of urinary deposits in the bladder by galvanism without any 
difficulty orpainj and promises to communicate some interesting results 
on the subject 

The report to the Imperial Academy of Medicine has been copied in 
different journals in our country, and has been hailed as embodying a 
valuable contribution to therapeutics ; and if future results confirm the 
hopes thus entertained, the paper of Dr. Huff will be invested with addi- 
tional interest.— ^<. H. F. Med. Times,] 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meeting, June 6th, 1865. Dr. F. C. Stewart, Second Vice- 
President, in the chair. 

At the hour of meeting there was a large attendance of FeUows and 
other medical men. The chair announced Uie presence of Dr. Cecchaiint, 
of Rome, Italy, who had brought letters from M. Civiale, of Paris, Cor- 
responding Fellow. The minutes of the last meeting having been read 
and approved. Reports of Committees were in order. 

The Committee on Admieeians reported, recommendin^as candidaiea 
for Resident Fellowship Dr. C. F. Hey wood, graduate of Harvard Uni- 
versity, 1846 ; Dr. E. Downs Connery, graduate of University Med. Col- 
lege, 1852 ; Dr. Watts C. Livingston, Coll. Phys. and Surgeons ; and Dr. 
Alexander Murray, licentiate of Apothecaries' Hall, Dublin : these nomi- 
nations lie over, under the rule, one month. 

Beports of Sections. — ^The Section on Theory and Practice, presented 
a written report The Section on Surgery reported, recommending for 
publication Dr. Buck's paper " On the treatment of badly-united frac- 
tures :" it was so ordered. 

Report of Special Committees, — ^The Special Conmiittee appointed 
at the meeting in December last, to renort upon a paper by Dr. H. 
Green on the catheterization of the bronchi, and the treatment of tuber- 
cidous cavities bv injections of nitrate of silver, Ac, reported through 
Dr. Willard Parker, Chairman. The committee consists of Drs. Parker, 
I. Wood, Stevens, Anderson, J. T. Metcalfe, J. O. Stone, B. F. Barker. 
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Dr. Stone, Secretary, read the minutes of the seyeral meetings of the 
Committee, two of which had been held at Dr. Green's office, and three 
at Bellevue Hospital, thirty-eight cases in all having been experimented 
on by the Committee. The Ck>mmittee had been cmled upon to invest- 
igate the statements made by Dr. Green in his paper : that flexible catha- 
ters and probangs conld be made to pass at will not only through the 
chords vocales, but also into the right or left bronchial birarcation ; also 
that injections could be thrown into the lung, and that these injections 
could not only be made without danger, but with salutary results. Dr. 
Parker then read the conclusions of the report, which are in substance 
as follows : — 

1. Catheterization of the air passages dates its history from the time 
of Hippocrates. 

2. The best evidence of the passage of an instrument into the air 
passages are the rational signs. 

8. The facility of the operation depends upon the kind of instrument 
Bsed ; the tube having a large curve being best, and the sponge probang 
least adapted to enter the trachea. 

4. That there is no reliable evidence, in the opinion oi your Commit- 
tee, that the sponge probang has been passed through and beyond the 
vocal chords. 

5. That there is no positive evidence, in the opinion of your Commit* 
tee, that an instrument can be passed at will into the right or left bron* 
chial division. 

6. That in the great majority of instances, where injections are sup- 
posed to have been thrown into the lungs through a tube, they have 
passed directly into the stomach. 

7. That as regards the utility of injections of nitrate of silver into the 
lungs, the facts thutfar developed in the experiments of your Committee 
lead them to regard the operation as one attended with danger as well 
as difficulty. 

The result of their experimentation proved, to the satisfiiction of the 
whole committee, that the operation is possible. In eleven cases, the in- 
strument entered without doubt into the trachea. This was evident to 
the finger of the operator, by local examination. Moreover, the symp- 
toms manifested by the patient are unequivocal. They are such as al- 
ways accompany the entrance and presence of a foreign body in the 
air-passages, — spasm, suffusion of eyes, redness of fiace, a sense of suffoca- 
tion, and a desire to withdraw the instrument 

In most instances, the instrument passed into the oesophagus, and the 
report next gave a tabular statement of unequivocal rational sig^s by 
which it might be determined into which passage the instrument was 
passed. 

When the instrument is passed into the trachea, the face becomes 
turgid, respiration croupy*, there is spasmodic cough, and a sense of im- 
mediate impending suffocation. If assured that there be no danger (\n 
one instance seen), the patient can be enabled to bear the instrument tor 
ji short period. 
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Whtfi the iafltrumeiU eotei^ the 6Bopkag<i8y there is a hoarse, stridn- 
louB voice, retdung and coi^h, gentfi^y yOBiiti^ ; but after a ^ori in- 
tarral these 8yiiq[>tom8 paK away, the initation is allayed, and the yoice- 
beoomes nearly natural. In but one case weve these peouiiarities abeent^ 
and m that, the sensibility of the parts was deadened by premas syj^- 
itio disease. 

As-anile, the rational sigts will dislingaii^ the location o£ the m* 
strmn^itk The Uomne out of a candle by expiration through the tube^ 
and the inflation of a Uadder tied oy^ the end, are not sound tests, aa 
this might be done by the emission of gas from the stomach when the 
tube was purposely passed into the oesophagus. 

The opinion of tne operator is unreuaUe when based upon his own 
opinion, without reference to these rational signs — ^Dr. Green himself be- 
ing repeatedly mistakeoi, as c<Hifessed by himself* 

The sensations of patients are often reliable after many i^Hcationa 
haye tau|^ the <Mer6nt feelings. 

The udility of the operation does not depend upon the pfeyious prop* 
aration of the patient, as insisted upon by I>r. Green ; for, with the ez^ 
oeption of Mestoore, patientb who l^d frequent applications of the caus- 
tic to the &uces for six months, were equally intolerant as the new 
patients. 

Much depends upon the charadier and form of the instruments. 
With a tube cnryed b^ a stylet to a form corre^nding to a circle of six 
inches diameter, in thirteen cases, fiye failed, or 88 per cent of failure, 
which proves that the trachea may be entered with a very considerable 
certainty. 

With a tube with a small curve, such as used by Dr. Green, in thir- 
ty-^igfat cases thirty-five fiiiled, o^ 02 per cent of failure. WitJi the 
q>onge probaag, in eighteen cases, there were eighteen failures, or 100 
per cent <rf failure. 

The conclusion is, that the sponge probang, or slightly curved tube, 
cannot be made to enter the tnuuiea ; bni, if hugely curved, it can ; that 
local application within the tradiea is di£Scult, and rarely suoceaH&d; 
and whether an instrument may be passed at will into the r^ht or left 
brondu, the committee leave to the A<^emyto decide from these 
faota. 

The Committee considered th^oiselyes excused from entering into the 
therapeutical value of the application, as proposed, on the grounds that 
they do not think it advisable to discuss a mere theoretical question. A 
postmortem of a consumptive is ^ven, where death followed in twenty- 
six hours after the operanon. This report was signed by Drs. Parker, L 
Wood, and J. O. Stone. Dr. A. H. Stevens is aMcnt from the cify, and 
two other members reported to concur in it ; but they were absent, and 
their names were not appended. 

Minority Report 
Dr. Barker, the only other member of the committee, then read a 
paper, giving reasons why he could not sign it, viz. : that the experiments 
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reported have little value, tbe reasoning illogical, and the conclusions 
lame and impotent Dr. Barker also read several letters from unpro* 
fessional patients of Dr. Green ; a letter from Dr. Bowditch, of Boston, 
speaks highly of the injections, *' that thej mitigate the cough and de- 
crease eicpectoration'' in cases of phthisis. 

Dr. Stone supported the conclusions of the majority report. In Des- 
sault's case, and in that of a soldier in if^hose case the tubes were. passed, 
there were doubts whether, after all, the tubes ever entered the trachea 
through the glottis. It was quite probable that, if they passed at all, 
they passed through the wound in the oesophagus, into the trachea. This 
undoubtedly occurred in a case seen by Dr. Stone, in 1837 under the care 
of Mr. Stanley, of London. Here brandy and egg were iigected into the 
lungs (producing violent irritation). 

Dr. Ortseam wished to know if this was a minority report 
Dr. Barker did not esteem it worthy to be so considered. The report 
bad not been read to the Committee until the night previous, and he had 
not been able to prepare such a paper as he thought should have been 

fiven. He would, however, do so if desired, and with this paper as a 
asis, "would write out with care a more finished paper. On motion, the 
minority report was referred back to Dr. Barker. 

Dr. /. IVood was astonished at this minority paper ; the facts of the 
original report were assented to by all the committee at the time of their 
being recorded, and he was himself selected, he believed, because sup- 
posed disinterested ; he had said, if true, it was an era in practical med- 
icine. He would not trust himself to speak of the motives which origin- 
ated this reply. 

Dr. Griseom had expressed the same opinions, but he thought this 
minority report would confirm the majority report 

Dr. Jdkn Watson thought there was truth on both sides ; he wanted 
the reports of cases treated when the patients do not die. It was wrong 
in the committee to leave the paper thus unfinished. He had himself 
applied the sponge probang, and knew that it could be passed into the 
trachea. He had a man with stricture of the oesophagus, when the pro- 
bang was used for the purpose of dilation, and in its use, about one 
quarter of the time the probe would pass into the trachea. The man 
Tvould shake his head to indicate that it had gone wrong, and he then 
would withdraw it, and pass it into the oesophagus, but there was no 
danger or sign of suffocation. He moved to refer the report back for 
jidditions. 

Dr. Parlcpr said he appreciated Dr. Barker's situation in the matter, 
and could account for the minority report (referring to him and Dr. 
Oreen, as being co-Professors in the New York Medical College). But 
lie was perfectly convinced of the truth of the majority report. He de- 
clined serving further, as did the other members present 

Dr. A. A, Gardner inquired if any attention had been paid to the 
alvine discharges, for if the injection of nitrate of silver was thrown into 
Ihe oesophagus, the fseces afterward would naturally be colored. 

Dr. Parker said that had not been noticed. 
29 
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Dr. Sayre said maDj persons had very foolishly stated that the pro- 
bang could not be passed into the trachea, a fact which now is univer- 
sally .admitted. He thought they were equally deceived now respecting 
this new proposition. He had repeatedly performed the operation him- 
self; thought it impossible to mistake breathing /or eructo/u>7» of^as — 
the impulse was totally different. 

After some discussion as to referring the matter to a new committee, 
the Academy adjourned to a special meeting, for the purpose of further 
considering this matter, — June 20, at 8, P. M. 

Adjourned Meeting, June 20thy 1855. President Francis in the 
Chair. On motion, the reading of the minutes of the last meeting was 
dispensed with. On motion, duly seconded, the minutes of the tpeeial 
committee were then read by Dr. J. O. Stone, and the majority report by 
Dr. Parker. A letter was read from Dr. J. Anderson, of the committee, 
approvi^ of the report, with the statement that the eui bono had not 
been sufficiently attended to in the report Dr. Stevens read a note^ 
stating that he had attended but two meetings of the committee, and 
had seen the tube introduced several times. ^ to the instrument's be- 
ing passed at will into the right or left bronchial division, " he could 
give no affirmative answer.'' Dr. Barker then presented a minority report^ 
being in many respects a repetition of his statements in his first report, 
without the introduction of letters from female patients, &c He ignored 
the statements concerning the introduction of the armed probang into- 
the larynx, a subject which, as he said, had not been referred to the com- 
mittee. 

The conclusions of the minority report were, 1st That direct medi- 
cation of the air-passaees was first proposed and executed by Dr. Green, 
of New York. 2d That by the dextrous surgeon, ihe operation may be 
performed, with great ease, certainty, and entire safety to the patient 
dd. That in a therapeutical point of view, by the introduction of cathe- 
terization, ^c, of the air tubes, — practical medicine will be greatly im- 
proved. |>i« 

A motion was then made to go into committee of the whole, to dis- 
cuss the minority report, but owing to the lateness of the hour, did not 
prevail. 

The majority and minority reports, with the original paper of Dr. 
Green, were then ordered to be published, and distributed before the 
next meeting, so that Fellows might be cognizant of all the subject-mat- 
ter. The discussion was then, on motion, postponed until Wednesday, 
July 18. 

Adjourned J. G. A. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

BT E. LBB JONES, M. D., BEORETART. 

Regular Meetingy May 9<A, 1855. The President in the chair. 
Dr. dark presented for Dr. Macready, a specimen of cedema of the 
glotHsy which occurred in Bellevue HospitaL When admitted, the 
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paUent (46 years old) suffered only from tympanitis, his system was 
much debilitated from want of good food, and exposure to the hardships 
of the past winter. There was no tenderness of the abdomen, no diar- 
rhcea, no constipation ; nothing, in fact, but the tympanitis. He was 
ordered to take, by the house physician, aquae ammonise gtt x., in 
water. Mistaking his directions, it was administered undiluted. He called 
for water immediately, and complained of burning in the throat He 
continued restless and moaning until 4, P. M. (five hours after), when he 
was again seen by the physician, who found him sitting up in bed, labor- 
ing for breath. The thought of oedema giottidis at once was suggested as 
the difficulty. On introducing his finger into the throat, it felt soft and 
pulpy ; no sacs or bags could, however, be felt While consulting in re- 
gard to the case in a distant part of the ward, with another physician, 
who, after an examination, came to the same conclusion, the man ceased 
to breathe. 

Autopsy, — On inspection of parts after death, on all anterior to the 
epiglottis, considerable oedema existed ; the edges of the openings of the 
liirynx were swollen ; and within, the larynx itself was almost completely 
closed. No irregularities in the way of bags or sacs existed, such as are 
most commonly observed in this disease. The pharynx was very red, 
the oedematous swellings not markedly so. The tympanitis was due to 
chronic tubercular peritonitis, which differed ftx>m most cases in there not 
having been idtemations of diarrhoea and constipation. In the lungs dif- 
fbBe tubercular matter existed, and four or five moderate tubercular infil- 
trations; contrary to the law of Louis, that tubercles are most abundant 
and most advanced in the lungs in patients over sixteen years of age. 

Br. Jenkifii inquired how far topical applications might have proved 
of service in this case f 

Dr. Clark replied, that though many cases had occurred under his 
observation in hospital practice, he had never had the inunediate treat- 
ment of one. 

Dr. Sayre suggested that oedema could always be detected by the 
eye more readily than by the finger, as the fluid can be crowded away 
by pressure. 

Dr. Clark observed, that this case would not have been relieved by 
tbe operation proposed by Dr. Buck — it could perhaps have been re- 
lieved by punctunng with a curved needle. 

Dr. Foster inquired if nitrate of silver might not have been of use ? 

Dr. Clark thought not The danger is not usually appreciated until 
a few minutes before death. Three of the cases with which he was 
familiar died at night, nothing being known before the autopsy as to the 
cause of death — ^in one the effusion was consequent upon svphilitic ul- 
ceration of the fauces ; and in the case operated upon by the lamented 
JRavenhill four years since at Bellevue, the man seemed as if he could not 
take a dozen more respirations. He scarified with an ordinary probe- 
pointed bistoury, and the next day he was nearly as well as ever. 

Dr. Clark next exhibited a bladder^ showing certain forms of inflam- 
msAiotj aodon when paralyied, viz., fibrous effusion at the oonunenee- 
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ment of the urethra. It was a case of apoplexy : the urine escaped front' 
the bladder, at times mixed with blood ; there was also found purukot 
matter when examined. The catheter, when introduced, ga^e a sensa- 
tion as if passing at certain points along a roughened surface. This is 
explained by inspection of the urethra, which is covered at interrak by 
fibrous e6fusion« 

Dr. Clark next presented three kidneys showing ^ftrowt degeneration^ 
their respective weights being 10^ oz., 3^ oz., and 2 oz. Microscopi- 
cally, they exhibit the same character ; neither of them are fatty, the 
secreting cells in each are healthy, their surfaces slightly granular. In 
a strong light, on the smallest, with a lens magnifying 7 diameters, can 
be seen an infinite number of papillary eminences covering the whole 
surfiftce. These are not the granulations of Blight's disease, which are 
always of a yellow or grayish white color ; these presenting the same 
color as that of the base. In Bright's disease they are irregular ; these 
are rounded up. standing out half their diameter from \h% surface. They 
are in fact Malpighian bodies left standing out from the surface of ibe 
kidney by the retraction of the other part of the organ. One of the 
kidneys is dotted over with scarlet colored spots:, which are composed of 
crystalline hcsmatoidine ; another is dotted over in its interior with an 
abundance of the black variety of haBmatoidine, so as to present a marked 
discoloration on section. He (Dr. G.) is not aware it has been before 
noticed in Bright's disease. Black vomit contains precisely the same 
materiaL 

Dr. Cock inquired whether these specimens were not gradations of 
the same disease ? 

Dr. Clark considered them as such. 

Dr. Schilling suggested that they were similar to cirrhosis of the 
liver, which was large or small according to the stage of the dif^ease. 

Dr. Sayre presented a specimen of melanosis of the liver ^ removed 
from a gentleman 60 years of age. Eight years since an oval tumor was 
first observed on the left temple, about the size of a small nut, movable 
under the finger, and unattended with pain. It slowly increased until 
1851, when it was first seen by Dr. Sayre, and was then the size of a large 
egg. The only inconvenience occasioned by it was the difficulty of put- 
ting on his hat. He thought it was an ordinary encysted tumor over 
the temporal muscle, but on cutting down upon it, it was situated below 
the muscle, and consisted of a perfectly blacky jelly-like mass, covered 
with a thin pellicle ; it extended below the zygoma, and completely filled 
the temporal fossa. It was easily removed ; the wound healed by the 
first intention. The tumor Dr. Sayre considered to be melanotic cancer 
in its nature. But it was destroyed before a microscopic examination 
could be made. His general health continued perfectly good, and be 
attended actively to his business (that of a builder) for three years and 
nK>re ; and Dr. S. began to think his first impressions as to the nature of the 
mass were erroneous, as no return in any of the internal organs had oo- 
curred. About that time, while carrying a large and long board aeroas 
the street upon his shoulder, in a severe gale of wind, he was suddeiilf 
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twuied srouDd, and to prevent biroself from being prostrated by the 
force of the wind, he was compelled to brace the mnscles of his back 
and limbs with great energy. While in this position he was seized with 
acute pain in the back and right side over the region of the liver ; where, 
to use his own words, he ** distinctly heard something crack, and felt it 
give way." He was brought home faint and in great pain. When ex- 
amined by Dr. Sayre, a day or two after the accident, nothing unnatural 
oonld be detected. After remaining quiet a few weeks he gradually re- 
sumed his business, but never seemed so well or active. In November 
last, six months after the accident, Dr. Sayre was called in on account 
of obstinate vomiting; and on examination a nodulated, hardened mass 
was distinctly felt upon the right lobe of the liver, which extended some 
distance below the ribs. He informed his son, a physician, that he 
feared his first impressions, in regard to the nature of the tumor removed 
from his temple three and a half years since, were correct, and that the 
disease had returned in the liver. The tumor continued to increase rather 
slowly ; but its progress was so rapid during the last three months, that its 
enlargement was clearly perceptible at each weekly visit. Three weeks 
ago it could be felt crowding down into the right iliac fossa, and 
yerj near to the crest of the ilium on the left side. The thorax was 
distended laterally to its fullest capacity, and the lungs forced upwards, 
so that respiration could not be heard below the fourth rib, on the an- 
terior and lateral parts of the chest He had not been able to as- 
sume the recumbent position for some weeks. On the 2d May, a 
severe attack of vomiting occurred, and he rapidly began to sink, and 
died on the 8d, at 4, P. M. The post-mortem examination was made on 
the 4th inst, forty-two hours after death, assisted by Drs. Thebaud and 
Lattimore ; the body having been preserved in ice for the last twenty- 
four hours. External appearance — face much emaciated ; legs, penis, 
and scrotum, cedematous. On opening the cadaver and removing the 
sternum, the diaphragm was found crowded above the fourth rib, and 
only d| inches below the clavicle, thus compressing the lungs and heart 
into a very small space. The right and left iliac fossa were completely 
filled with tumors from the two lobes of the liver ; the lower border of 
the figure of the liver was below the umbilicus, and the intestines were 
crowded into the small triangular space between that and the pubis. 
The liver weighed, immediately after removal, 23 pounds. 

Weight — 23 pounds. Measurement — Vertical diameter right lobe, 
1^ inches; vertical diameter left lobe, 16| inches; vertical diameter at 
the fissure, 8| inches ; transverse diameter at the middle, 20 inches ; 
transverse diameter at the base, 22 inches ; oblique diameter from right 
iio lefti, 28| inches ; oblique diameter from left to right, 20 J inches ; 
greatest Uiickness, 4| inches. 

Dr. Finnell presented a stomach removed from a man eighteen years 
^old, who took an unknown quantity of oxalic acid — ^it was much con- 
tracted, of an intense red color. The lungs and brain were much con- 

Dr. Mnnell next exhibited an hyptrtrophied heart, weighing 14 o*., 
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with thickeDiDg of the mitral valve. The man died saddenlj in the 
street, and was not known to have labored under disease of the heart. 



Regular Meeting^ May 25, 1854. — Dr, Oriscom presented a specimen 
of tumor of the Uver removed from a man 29 years of a^ The pati- 
ent, of robust constitution, general good health, was admitted into the 
City Hospital with ascites, attribute to cirrhosis, on the 24th April bst 
He has been at one time somewhat intemperate. Five weeks ago he 
first noticed abdominal dropsy, which did not at the time cause him any 
inconvenience, nor compel him to discontinue labor ; two weeks before 
admission he also noticed some oedema of the lower extremities. No pain 
whatever preceded these symptoms, nor any derangement of his general 
health, with the exception of a somewhat troublesome diarrhoea. When 
admitted, the belly was much distended, the superficial veins enlarged, 
but to a less degree than is common in cirrhosis of the liver. DuUn^es 
over the hepatic region somewhat less extensive than natural ; belly 
evenly distended, but tympanitic over the whole central pcMtion, whero, 
the patient lying on his back, no fluctuation could be detected. Over 
the lateral portions were dullness and fluctuation, changing with posi- 
tion, the quantity of fluid not appearing very considerable. The tension 
of abdominal parietes occasioned marked distress in breathing. Hie 
feet and legs were considerably oedematous, pitting on pressure. Ihe 
quantity of urine passed was greater than natural, normal in appearance, 
containing no albumen, depositing no lithates — specific gravity, 1021. 

There was diarrhoea, bowels moving four or five times in twenty-four 
hours, passages thin, watery, light colored, without tenesmus. Pulse 96, 
fair strength, tongue moist, clean, skin natural. He complained of no 
pain, simply of the distress and uneasiness occasioned bv distension ; the 
degree of which varied from day to day. The quantity of water was 
from three to four quarts in twenty-four hours ; no diuretics were cm- 
ployed. On the 4th of May paracentesis abdominis was performed. (On 
mtroduction of the canula only a small quantity of fluid escaped ; the 
orifice of the tube being obstructed, an elastic catheter was introdnoed 
through the canula, by which about three quarts of remarkably clear 
serum was withdrawn.) He was somewhat relieved by the operation — 
two days after, on the morning of the 6th, respiration short, pulse accel- 
erated, friction sound at base of right lung laterally and anterioHy^ 
diaphoretics ordered. The next morning pulse 108, hard, moderate 
fullness, respiration 30 ; skin natural in temperature, moist, expressios 
less indicative of suffering. Is more comfortable and complains less of 
pain in the side ; of no pain over abdomen, except at ihe point of oper- 
ation. Percus.Mon anteriorly natural over both sides. Apex of heart 
beats below fifth rib, and four and a half inches to left of stenram. 
Posteriorly, percussion over right side dull, up to a point two inches be* 
low the posterior angle of scapula, especially over the lower half of the 
lung, where dullness is complete. Over leift side, percasdon natvaL 
Over upper part of right lung posteriorly, respiratory sounds natural, 
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becoming more indistinct about commencement of lower half. At tbe 
lower part of lung, respiratory sound almost entirely absent ; and later- 
ally and anteriorly is beard a distinct, dry friction sound, accompanying 
inspiration and expiration. Vocal sounds oegopbonic Over left lung, 
distinct mucous r&les. Expectoration very slight, not characteristic of 
pneumonia or bronchitis. 13 th May. — From this time onward there 
was no improvement in the patient's general condition ; the pulse ranged 
from 96 to 112, the same in character ; the dyspnoea increased and was 
caused almost entirely by the great distension of the abdomen ; bis 
rest was bad, change of position adfforded little relief ; appetite poor, the 
stomach with difficulty retaining food ; the bowels at times loose, and 
strength slowly failing. These conditions were met by palliatives, and 
support He died on the 18th. 

Auiopay, — On opening the chest, the whole right side was found to 
be full of serous fluid, containing but a small quantity of fibrin. No 
deposit of folse membrane upon the surface of lung or pleura. The 
right lung small, collapsed, not adherent to ribs, but forced toward the 
spine and floating in the serous fluid, of a dark gray color, non-crepit- 
ant, except at the apex, containing no tubercles nor cancerous ma<%8e8, 
only several calcareous bodies. Left lung crepitant, paler than natural, 
free from tubercles, but containing several calcareous masses. Heart, to 
left of natural position, but healthy. Scattered over the inner surface of 
pleura were quantities of large, firm, white bodies, covering the pleural 
lining, the ribs, and diaphragm, and mediastinum of right side. There 
were none of these found on the left side. Liver about natural eize, very 
firm and hard ; and scattered over its* surface were found a number of hard, 
white nodules fix>m the size of a pea up to an inch in diameter, imbed- 
ded in the liver ; and on section, these are found abundantly scattered 
through that organ, appearing to be of a cancerous nature. The color 
of liver a pale red, mottled with white or gray points. Its weight four 
pounds twelve ounces. On opening the peritoneum there was no esc«>e 
of gas ; no fibrinous deposit ; considerable fluid within the cavity. Tne 
stomach and intestines large, and enormously distended with gas, lying 
in such manner that the stomach, colon, and one convolution of smaO 
intestine, form one even convexity. At the an^le formed by the trans- 
verse and ascending colons, pressing firmly against the ascending colon, 
which lay partly posterior to it, and against the Hver at the transverse 
fissure, covered in by the right lobe of the liver and the short ribs, ad- 
herent to the liver, and the lateral and posterior abdominal muscles, and 
to the colon through the attachments of its investing membrane, and 
having its true point of attachment to the mesentery, the divergent lines 
of which could be distinctly made out at its inner posterior side, — ^was 
found an enormous tumor. It was firm, hard, elastic, and cartilaginous 
to the feel and the knife, somewhat nodulated, surface pearly white, 
smooth and polished. Weight, two pounds eight ounces. (Case in full, 
in Archives.) 

Dr. Clark remarked, that the large tumor appeared to be fibrous in 
•charaoter ; the masses on the pleura he thought were cancerous. If on 
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miscroscopic examination, the one should prove to be fibrous and the 
others cancerous, it was interesting, and seemed to imply that difft^rent 
kinds of tumors were governed by iheir own special laws, though situ- 
ated in close proximity. It was rather unusual that fibrous and cancer- 
ous tumors occurred in the same person. 

Dr. Jenkins remembers having seen colloid cancer in the ovaries, and 
a fibrous tumor in the uterus. 



CONVENTION OF SUPERINTENDENTS OF LUNA'nC 
ASYLUMS. 

The Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institu- 
tions for the Insane, commenced it« tenth annual session on Tuesday, 
May 22, in Boston. They met in the Senate Chamber, which had been 
tendered them by the suggestion of the Hon. Charles H. Stedman, M.D., 
a past member of the Association. Twenty-five public and private in- 
stitutions were represented — among them those of Canada, Missouri, and 
North Carolina. Dr. Luther V. Bell, of the McLean Asylum, resigned 
the office of President, and Dr. Isaac Ray, of the Butler Hospital, was 
elected President ; Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride, of the Pennsylvania Hospi- 
tal, Vice-President, and Dr. Charles H. Nichols of the Government Hos- 
pital at Washington, Secretary. On Wednesday, by invitation of the 
worthy Mayor, they assembled in the Common-Council Chamber, at the 
City Hall, and continued to meet tl^ere until Friday evening, when they 
adjourned, to meet at Cincinnati in May, 1856. 

During the s^ion, Dr. Kirkbride read an interesting paper upon 
" Bloody Tumors of the Ear among the Insane," which gave rise to a 
full and interesting discussion. Dr. Ray read an elaborate paper upon 
the insanity of George IIL This paper was remarkable for historical 
research, and valuable for the information it contained, upon a subject 
of which, for state and other reasons, so little has hitherto been known. 
It is calculated, we understand, to make a sensation in medical and po- 
litical circles, on both sides of the Atlantic. By vote of the Associa- 
tion, it is to be published. 

Dr. Bell presented a second paper upon "Spiritual Phenomena.** 
After stating certain facts which had come under his personal observa- 
tion, such as the moving of tables through a space of nfty feet, and the 
production of rappings, without the aid of machinery or human contact; 
and the prompt rendering of correct answers to questions, put audibly 
or mentally, of which no one present but himself could have known 
any thing ; and, further, that in every instance, where the true answer 
was not known to some person in the circle, he failed to obtain a satis- 
factory response, he concluded by declaring his entire disbelief in their 
connection with spirits and the spirit world ; but thought they were ra- 
ther another form of mesmerism, and pointed to the idea of the duality 
of the brain. In the discussion which ensued, there was a general ex- 
presaion of thanks for the moral courage of the author in venturing io- 
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jpn^ple with the subjeot^ and of conviction that, ehould his views be 
generally adopted, *' the rappings " would be shorn of their tendency to 
evil. 

Papers were also read and full discussions had upon " Periodical 
Insanity" "Farms connected with Hospitals for the Insane,'' "The 
influence of the recumbent posture in sickness and health," " The con- 
struction of apartments for violent patients," " The uses of restraint, and 
the best forms thereof," "Etherization in the treatment of Insanity," 
and various other subjects connected with this specialty. The session 
was an interesting one, giving evidence that the knowledge of insanity 
and its treatment is progressive, and that this Association is doing very 
much, in its quiet and unobtrusive way, to advance the interests of the 
insane. 



Ciiitarial 



Academy ^ Medicine. — As will be seen by the prooeedtngs of the Acad- 
emy, the special committee to whom was referred Dr. H. Green's paper " On the 
Catheterization of the Air-passages, and Injection of Tubercular Cavities,'^ 
reported at the June meetiug. The committee of seven was selected by Dr. 
Green himself^ and must, therefore, be admitted to be impartial ; six of the 
committee have signed the majority report, in which it is agreed ihatjlextble 
tubes may, in some instances, be passed into the trachea^ but not without dif- 
ficulty, and sometimes danger to the patient; bat the committee have had no 
evidence before them of the practicability of passing tubes into the tif^i or 
left bronohus at pleasure. As to the passage of the armed probang below the 
vocal chords, in the hands of Dr. Green and others, it failed in every instance. 
This is most unfortunate for Dr. Green, as it is well known he has claimed 
the Jwoor of priority in this operation, and which had been conceded to him 
by aome high authority ; while, on the other hind. Prof. Trousseau, of Paria,^ 
and Mr. Erichsen, of London, have denied its practicability. As to the injec- 
tion of tubercular cavities, nothing was demonstrated to the satisfaction of the 
committee, either as regards its utility, or even its practicability. Dr. Barker, 
as was expected, presented a minority report^ or rather two minority reports, 
for he was allowed to withdraw the first one presented, in which letters of pri- 
vate patients (some of them females) were introduced, testifying to the good 
efiects of the treatment He was allowed to withdraw this on the plea of 
want of sufficient time for preparation, and presented another very carefully 
elaborated, at the adjourned meeting. In the latter report, he considered that 
the committee had exceeded their powers in investigating the possibility of the 
introduction of the armed probang below the vocal chords. In this, he waa^ 
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evidently in error, as the qaestion is discnssed in Dr. Greenes paper, and there- 
fore, was a legitimate subject for consideration by the committee. Dr. Bar- 
ker's interests are identified with those of Dr. Green in this matter, and there- 
fore, due allowance must be made for his minority report The Academy, as 
a matter of convenience^ ordered the original paper to be published, with the 
majority and minority reports, in order that Fellows might have the whole 
matter before them, at the discussion which is to take place on Wednesday, 
July 18th. We have neither time nor inclination to pursue this subject foi^ 
ther at present; we wait until after the discussion of the whole matter shall 
have been concluded. Our friends, however, well know how anxious we are 
io see Dr. Green put in his right position before the whole profession. 

J. G. A. 



Sanford HaU^ FJushing L, L — ^This private institution for the Insane, es- 
tablished in 1846, by the late James McDonald, M. D., continues to enjoy the 
eonfidence of the profession and the public, and to which it is most jusUy en- 
titied. Since the decease of its founder, it has been under the charge of his 
widow, assisted by his brother. General McDonald, upon whose invitation the 
institution was visited by the members of the New York Medical and Surgical 
Society, on the 16th June — the late Dr. McDonald having been a prominent 
member of that Association. At the termination of their visit, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted. We would add, that they are pub- 
lished widiout the knowledge of the proprietors. 

Resolved^ That the members of this Society view with the highest satis- 
faction the continued prosperity of the institution at Sanford HalL 

Resolved^ That from the thorough inspection they have just made, the 
members find abundant evidence that the same neatness and good order are 
maintained by the efficient superinteodent and matron, and the same ample 
provision is made for the comfort and enjoyment of patients, as have hereto- 
fore uniformly characterized the management of this institution. 

Resolved^ That the able and successful medical treatment of the inmates, 
no less than its admirable internal administration, warrant the hope that its 
future career will more than realize the brightest expectations of its enlight- 
ened founder, whose memory we would ever cherish in our fondest reool- 
lectioos. 

Resolved^ That the secretary communicate to Gen. McDonald a copy of 
' these resolutions, and express our warmest acknowledgments for the very 
Jiospitable entertainment we have enjoyed. — [£xtractfr<m the Mmutes.] 
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Th$ Pathology and Treatment of Leueorrhosa. By W. Ttleb Smith, 
Mi D., member of the Roy. Coll. of Physic, Physic. Accoacheur to 
St. Mary's Hoep., Lecturer on Midwifery, drc, &c, Philadelphia : 
Blanchard A Lea, 1855. pp. 109. 

DisoRDXRS of the uterine organs, attended with discharges, have 
within a few years past, engaged the thoughts and the pens of talented 
and practical men in our profession, and with good practical results. 
Still there is yet much diversity of opinion, and much left unexplored. 
Of this field, Dr. W. Tyler Smith is well known as a successful cultivator. 
We have before us another proof both of his industry and of the success 
of his labors. His object now, is to present his views of the pathology 
and treatment of leucorrhcea, a subject respecting which the views of 
practitioners are far from being settled. In explanation and defense of 
bis using the word Leucorrhoea as the title of his work, he says that the 
term '* groups together a large number of disordered conditions more 
conveniently than any other now in use.^ His plan is " by taking leu- 
corrhcea as the starting point, and investigating the different kinds of 
discharges, and the various states upon which these discharges depend, 
to give an exact knowledge of ai> important class of uterine affections." 
In the execution of this plan, he gives a description of the minute anat- 
omy of the vagina and the os and cervix uteri, and of the secretions of 
those parts in their normal states, followed by the microscopical patho- 
logy of the same mucous surfaces, and their morbid secretions in leu- 
corrhoeal disorders, all of which are abundantly and well illustrated bv 
dra¥riDg8, which occupies the first four chapters of the book. Dr. Smiih 
makes two principal forms of leucorrhoea — the mucous or cervical, and 
the epithelial or vaginal, — the former in which the discharge consists 
principally of mucus-corpuscles and plasma, and is secreted chiefly by 
the follicular canal of the cervix uteri, and the latter in which the dis- 
charge is vaginal, and consists mostly of scaly epithelium and its dehrit ; 
and gives a minute description of the chemical and microscopical char- 
acters of the discharge and the elements found in each respectively. 
The secretion of the cervix uteri is studied as affected by the several 
states of menstruation, pregnancy, parturition, and lactation, each of 
-which modifies it more or less ; and its characters and functions in 
each are carefully discriminated. He gives some cases to show the 
value of a modification of this secretion in the form of a *' plug " in the 
lower part of the cervix uteri, as a sign of pregnancy in cases of doubt 
According to Dr. Smith, the difference betwe n the vaginal and uterine 
mucus is not merely one of relative viscidity or tenacity — they diflfor 
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also in their elements, those of the vaginal or epithelial being, 1. acid 
plasma ; 2. scaly epithelium ; 3. pus-corpuscles ; 4. blood-globules ; 5. 
fiatty matter — those of the cervical or mucous form being, 1. alkaline 
plasma ; 2. mucus-corpnscles ; 3. altered cylindric epithelium ; 4. pus- 
corpuscles ; 5. blood-globules ; 6. fatty particles. 

The fifth chapter is devotedt to the sequelce of leucorrkoea^ under 
which are ranged by our author those morbid changes which have been 
most commonly regarded as distinct and independent affections, viz., in- 
flammation, abrasion, ulceration, induration, and hypertrophy of the os 
and cervix uteri, and abrasion and superficial ulceratioi^ of the vagina, 
all of which he regards as, in the majority of cases, secondary affections 
resulting from the leucorrhoeal disease. He says that he knows of 
nothing more certain in reference to uterine disorder, than that it is ex- 
tremely rare for cervical leucorrhoBa to exist without inducing disorder 
of the OS uteri ; and, on the other hand, disorder of the oe uteri very 
rarely occurs without exciting leucorrhoea, which, after thus excited, is 
almost sure to aggravate the original disorder. These different forms of 
disease are described, and the principal points of diagnosis given betweeo 
leuoorrhcea and cancer uteri. 

The relations between secondary syphilis and leucorrhaa^ form the 
subject of the next chapter, which contains much matter of practical in- 
terest calculated to throw light on the important and much mooted 
auestion of the modes of transmission of secondary disease. He thinks 
mat "in almost all the cases in which leucorrhcea and disease of the cs 
and cervix uteri are present in women suffering from constitutional 
syphilis, the uterine symptoms are a genuine manifestation of the oon- 
stitutional or secondary disorder," instead of being the direot sequels of 
dianore in that situation, as taught by M. Gibert, or being the result of 
simple inflammation, as believed by Dr. Bennet. He thirks that syphil- 
itic leucorrhoea occurs with certainty only under two conditions, via., 1. 
when the patient has contracted primary syphilis, and theseccmdaiy or con- 
stitutional affection has followed in due coun^ ; 2. when the mother, bein^ 
in health, becomes impregnated by a husband who is at the time affected 
with secondary syphilis, and receives the secondary syphilitic disordtf^ 
through the medium of the ovum (p. 102). The conveyance of secondary 
^philis through the ovum instead of by the secretions, and which he thinks 
is the great means of communication of secondary syphilis from t^ male 
to the female, is a mode which, we believe, is not generally recognised, 
at least in practice ; but is one which our own experience leads us to 
think deserves more consideration than it has received. The appearances 
presented by secondary syphilitic leucorrhoea do not differ materially 
nrom those of other severe cases of leuc(M*rhcea ; its chief charact^stics 
being its existence in connection with frequent abortions, and with other 
secondary symptoms, and the difiSculty in its cure, except by anti-syphi- 
litic remedies. Dr. Smith thinks that there is a large amount of unde- 
teetod syphilis in the works of both Dt. Whitehead and Dr. Bennet;" 
imd Uiat Dr. Whitehead confounded syphilitic and gonoirhioeaJ leucorrhcw 
ftOgedier. 
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The three Chapters on the rtUttons cfva^kuU or epithelial Uftecffhtm / 
to gmWTfhma in ikefemaU^ to urethritis in the male, and to the ophthalmia 
of new-born infomte, and the relatione o/leucorrhesa to dieofders o/thefunc' 
tione of menstraation, and to eterilitf and abortion^ with illustrative oases, 
contains much valuable and interesting matter, and throws new light on' 
some of the points connected with these subjects ; for which we must refer 
to the work itself. Dr. Smith thinks that there is but little question that, 
tinder certain circumstances, a spontaneous lencorrhoea, arising ii^iepend* 
^ntly of sexual intercourse, may prod«ce urethritis and inflammation of 
the glans penis in the male, instances of which have doubUess occurred 
to an practitionem of any experience. 

A chapter is devoted to the anatomy and pathology of the Nabotlieaii 
ovules ; under which name, Dr. Smith says, have been grouped several 
dissimilar conditions, such as specific and simple eruptions of the os uteri, 
cysts, or vesicles developed upon the mucous membrane, and possibly 
obstructed follicles. Bngravings are given of the appearances of these 
bodies, and also of their contents under the microscope. He thinks that 
the growths found upon the os uteri, termed vesioular polypi, have their 
origin in the small cysts which have passed under this name. 

A short chapter on the conetitt^Honal and local caueee of leueorrhaa 
is followed by one on its treatment^ which concludes the work* Dr. 
Smith says, '* The most common and immediate cause of leucorrhoea is 
simple irritation of the glands of the cervical canal ; and many of the con- 
ditions described as inflammatory, such as abrasions and indurations of 
the OS and cervix uteri, are the results of the long-continued discharges 
rather than of any inflammation occurring in the os and cervix as a 
primary affection.^ Many of the affections of the os and cervix recently 
stated to constitute ulceration of the surface are really only epiUielial 
abrasions ; and the importance and frequency of ulcerations a<^ much 
less than were formerly asserted. He thinks that the term *' epithelial 
abrasion ^ should, in the great majority of cases, take the place of ** ulcer- 
ation; and that the words "irritation" and "relaxation" should gener- 
rally take the place which has been assigned to inflammation." 

In the treatment of leucorrhoea, the tonic treatment is indicated in a 
great majority of the cases ; and as a tonic, nothing is better than some 
preparation of iron. A favorite prescription with Dr. Smith is a com- 
bination of iron and alum, which he at first used in the form of a mix- 
ture of the sulphate of iron and alum, two to five grains of each dissolved 
in water, two or three times a day. He baa now substituted for this a 
salt known under the name " iron alum," which he considers superior to 
to any other remedy in leucorrhoea. There are two furms of thio salt, 
one known as " ammonia iron alum," and the other as " potash iron alum." 
He now prefers the former salt, on account of its greater solubility, and 
gives it in doses of from three to six grains, in infusion of columba, or in 
simple water, with some warm tincture, three times a day. Tonics of a 
different kind are called for under different circumstances, and in certain 
case s purgatives or aperients are of great service. Under thift head, val- ' 
uable practical remarks are introduced on the subject 'of injeetione^ caustic 
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applieaiums^ and pessariei^ from which we shoald be pleased to make 
extracts, did our limits permit. The injection which Dr. S. has found of 
most benefit in cervical leucorrhoea is a solution of alum and tannin, 3 j. 
to 3 ij. of tannin and | ss. of alum to a quart of water, one half to be 
used at night and the other in the morning. 

As to caustics, he thinks that no good can be effected by the more 
powerful which cannot be accomplished by the nitrate of silver, or by 
other means. His remarks on this point are worthy of careful note. We 
had marked other passages and points for extract and notice, but must 
draw our paper to a close. We have been pleased with the work of Dr. 
Smith, and auger its favorable reception by the profession. The iUustm* 
tions are remarkably well executed, and the mechanical execution of the 
work highly satisfactory. 

A Practical Treatise an the Diseases^ Infuries, and Ma^armations of 
the Urinary Bladder^ the Prostate Gland, and the Urethra. By 
S. D. Gross, M. D., Professor of Surgery in the University of Loma- 
ville ; one of the Surgeons of the Louisville Marine Hospital ; Au- 
thor of ^* Elements of Pathological Anatomy,*^ Ac^ Ac Second 
Edition, revised and much enlarged. With one hundred and eighty- 
four illustrations. Philadelphia: Blanchard A Lea. 1855. Pp. 
025. 

The present edition of this valuable work of Prof. Gross has been so 
much enlarged and improved as to give it almost the character of a new 
treatise. Four years only have elapsed since the first edition appeared, 
and we have now another, augmented by more than two hundred pages, 
and by seventy-eight illustrations, and forming the only complete treatise 
on the subject in the language. The additions are scattered through the 
work in the form of new paragraphs, sections, and chapters ; and the 
whole now presents a mass of valuable and reliable information not else- 
where to be found. Very much of the material is of native origin, and 
not a little of it the result of our author's long and successful devotion 
to the subject Of the nearly two hundred illustrations of the work, 
almost one-third are original with the author ; the remainder being from 
most authentic sources. The appendix contains a chapter on the preva- 
lence of calculous disorders in the United States and Canada, which en- 
tities Dr. Gross to the credit of having made the first attempt to collect 
and systematize our information on this subject Dr. G. thinks there is 
no reason why the causes of urinary calculi should not be eventually 
detected, and their formation counteracted, if not prevented, by the timely 
interposition of remedies, without the necessity of and ultimate resort 
to the knife. The effect of inquiries like these now instituted should be 
to awaken increased attention to the subject, and throw new light on the 
etiology of this class of diseases. The information contained in the ap- 
pendix has been collected, the author informs us, with much labor from 
different sources. 

The size of the present volume, extending to over nine hundred pages. 
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shows the amount of labor which our industrious and accomplished au- 
thor has bestowed upon the subject ; in further proof of which we may 
add that Uie chapter on Stone in the Bladder occupies two hundred and 
twenty pages. We think that he has now accomplished what he informs 
us he endeavored to do in the first edition of his work, viz., performed 
for the bladder, the prostate gland, and the urethra, what has been so 
well done by Lawrence and McEensie for the eye, Hope for the hearty 
Budd for the liver, and Curling for the testis. He has accomplished a 
task which promises to add to his already high reputation, and reflect 
credit upon American talent and research, and also to furnish valuable 
aid to his professional brethren, in a class of affections of great interest 
as well as importance. We have again to eive Messrs. Blanchard h 
Lea the credit of having furnished us a bo<^ very well printed, with 
woodcuts in the best style of the art 



PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 

A Lecture on the EfftcU of Alcoholic Drinki on the Human Sye- 
tem^ and the Dutiee of Medical Men in relation thereto. Delivered in 
the lecture-room of the Medical College, on Christmas dav, 1854, in com- 
plianoe with Uie reouest of the class attending the Collej^. By N. T.. 
Davis, Pro£ of Patnology» Pract Med. and Cnir. Medicme. Chicago. 
Pp.31. 

Reply, by J. L. Ludlow, M. D., to a pamphlet entitled ^ Correction 
of the Enroneous Statements of Henry U. Smith, M. D., published in 
the Medical Examiner, January, 1 855, in relation to a case of gastrotomy 
which occurred in the practice of Washington L. Atlee, M. D.*' Phil- 
adelphia : 1855. Pp. 22. 

Theoriee of the Production of Make and Females. By Silas Hib- 
bard, M. D. Buffalo, New York. Pp. 1. 

Proceedings of the Connecticut Medical Society ^ 1854. Hartford. 
Pp. 83. 

Trawactions of the Medical Aeeociation of the Stats <^ Alabama^ at 
its Eighth Annual Session at Mobile, February 5th, 6th, and 7th, 1855. 
Togeuer with the Code of Medical Ethics, and a list of Members. Mo- 
bile : 1855. Pp. 148. 
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Domestic. JV. Y. Bomtal. — At the Annual Meeting of the GoVertidrs, 
held on the 5ih Inst, Dr. John T. Meteatfe resigned his office, as oov of the 
PhyMcians of this Institution. At the same meetin^t Dr. Thomas F. Cock 
was elected to fill the vacancy. Dr. Metcalfe retains his office as Physician to 

Beltevne Hospital. College ff Physicians and Surgeons, — ^The continued 

ill hbalth of Professor Bartlett has compelled him to resign the chair of Ma- 
teria Medioa in this InstitntioD, and he has been appointed Emeritus Professor. 
Dr. J. M. Smith has been appointed Professor of Materia Medica and Clinical 
Medicine; Dr. A. Clark takes the chair of Pathology and n^ctice of 
Medicine ; and Dr. J. C. Dalton, Jr., that of Physiology. Professor Gilman 
has Medical Jurisprudence added to the branch so long tanght bv him. The 
new edifice on the comer of Fourth Avenue and Twenty-third street pro- 
gresses rapidly, and is to be occupied during the coming winter. Jev^s 

HospiuUt 2Slh St. — The Board of Directors have made the following appomt- 
ments:— Valentine Mott, M. D., Willard Parker, M. D., T. M. Mxrkoe, M. D., 
GofUtUiing Surgeons ; Israel Moses, M. D., and A. B. Mott, M. D., AUendis^ 
Surgeons ; C. R. Gtlman, M. D., Wm. Detmold, M. D., B. W. McCready, M. D., 
W. H. Maxwell, M. D., Consulting Physicians; Mark Blamenthal, M. D., 
Attending Physician, This hospitaJ was opened for patieiitB on the 5th Jane. 
Application for admission may be made daily, between 9 and 11, A. M., and 6 
and 7, P. M. 

WomerCs Hospital — A building in Madison avenue, No. 83, having been 
rented for the purposes of this institution, it was formally opened on the 2nd 
June. Dr. J. W. Francis, one of the consulting physidans, presided, and 
deliver!^ an appropriate address, commendatory of its objects. The other 
prominent speakers on the occasion, were, Dr8, fi. H. Dixon, (of the ScalpelJ 
D. M. Reese, and Horace Green. There are said to be nineteen patients 
under treatment— il/^ony Medical College, — ^The Annual Commencement 
was held in the assembly chamber on the 13th of Jane, when the degree of 
M. D., was conferred upon forty flrraduates. Hon. Ira Harris conferred the 
degrees, and the address was delivered by Professor MacNaughton. The 
fuuds of the hospital, in connection with this institution, have recently re- 
ceived a large increase. 

Ooariotomy — Dr. Willard Parker has recently operated with success for 
the removal of a encysted ovarian tamor, of large size ^ patient otherwise 
healthy, 23 years of age. Fur several days after the operatioo, patient was 

kept under the infiaeuce of opium. Resignation and Appointments. — Dr. 

Israel Moses, U. S. Army, recently returned from California, has resigwd 
his commisbion, and estabiinhed himself in this city. Surgeon Saterlee, U. 
S. Army, has been appoioted to the vacancy occasioned by the decease of Dr. 
J. M. Mower. At West Point, Surgeon Moore has been appointed in place 
of Surgeon J. M. Cuyler, transferred to Fort Leavenworth, Missouri ; ArainL 

Sargeon Barnes is also attached to the station at West Point Sem 

Publications, — Professor Dickson, of South Carolina, has in press ** Elements 
of Medicine,** being a treatiHC on Pathology and Therapeutics. The work of 
Dr. LaRfKshe, ** on Yellow Fever,^ is nearly ready. Professor Afi^tssiz has in 
preparation ** C<»ntributions to the Natural Histciry of the Unitea States." to 
consist of 10 large volumes, quarto, illustrated by plates, and to bepubliahed 
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io oamben. The first part will soon be issued. The writioffs of Professor 
Simpson, are to be collected in a volame, and published under the editorial 
care of Dr. Priestly, of Edinburgh, and Professor D. H. Stone, of Boston ; the 
American edition to appear simultaneously with the one published in Edin- 
burgh. This work will be looked for with much interest by the profession in 
this country. The clinical lectures of Professor Bedford, at the UniTcrsity 
Medical College, have just appeal^ from the press of Messrs. Wood — an 
octaTO of 350 pages, in very spenor style, both as regards paper and typo^ 
raphy ; a review of it will appear in our next number. 

Rhode Island Medical Society. — At the forty-fourth Annual Meeting held 
at Providence on 6th June, Dr. Joseph Mauran, for several years President, 
resigned ; Dr. Ariel Ballou, of Woonsocket, R. T., was elected. The Trnstees 
of the Fisk fund awarded the premium of 950 to Dr. Albert Newman, of 
Attleboro', Mass., for the best dissertation on ** Croup.** A premium of 91Q0 
was also awarded to Mr. Edwm Lee, of London, for the best essay ** on the 
influence of climate on tuberculous diseases." Prize for 1856. 9100 for the 
best dessertation on the subject *' Does pregnancy accelerate or retard the 
development of Tubercles of the Lungs, in persons predisposed to this dis- 
ease ?"* The annual oration was delivered by Dr. C. W. Parsons; Subject : — 

Oxaluria, Dr. C. T. Jackson, of Boston, has had conferred on him by the 

Sultan, the decoratiqn of the Imperial order of the Mefidich, of the 5ih class 

(chevalier) for his discovery of the ansestehtic properties of ether. Dr. Lyman 

Clary, of Albany, has been appointed superintendent of the Idiot Asylum at 

Syracuse. Dr. N.S. Shurtleffof Boston, has been elected honorary member 

of the ^London Royal Society of Antiqaarians." Dr. C. H. Browne, of Con- 
necticut, has recovered 916,000 damages from the New Haven Railroad Com- 
pany, for personal iojuries by the Norwalk accident, in May, 1853.— Professor 
Asbury Evans, has vacated the chair of surgery in the Ohio Medical College, 
and has resumed practice in Covington, Ky.— ^-The Charleston Journal and 
Review asserts that the hostility of Dr. Reese to the New York University 
Medical School, is in consequence of Dr. Reese having applied unsuccessfully 

for a sub-Professorship in that institution. Some benevolent individual has 

presented a Clock to the New York Academy of Medicine, with the impressive 

motto, *'Puta ! ab hoc momento pendit eternitas!'' Our thanks are hereby 

tendered to the editor of the New Jersey Reporter, for proof sheets of the pro- 
ceedings of the Am. Medical Association ; they failed to reach us in time for our 

last issue. ^Dr. S. Smith, of the New York Journal of Medicine^ has been 

appointed firstassistant physician of the Marine Hospital, Staten Island. 

FoBEiGir. — M. Flourens, Perpetual Secretary of the French Institute, has 
been appointed Professor of the Natural History of Organic Bodies, at the 
Garden of Plants, Paris, in place of M. Dnvemoy, deceased. M. Charles 
Buonaparte, Prince of Canino, has been appointed to the charge of the Mus^ 
d'Histoire Naturelle. ^Tbe Bureau of the Administration of the French Hos- 
pital has prohibited the internes from receiving pupils for instruction. 

This will be much reffretted by American medical students in Paris. The 

internes of the Parisian Hospitals have tendered an invitation to the House 
Surgeons of the London Hospitals, to visit Paris during the Elzposition. The 
Medical Jury at the Exposition consists of M. Rayer, (chairman,) Nelaton, 
Melier, Bussy, and Bouley. The deputy jurists are, M. M. Tardieu and 
Demorquay. At a recent session of the French Institute, a paper was pre- 
sented by M. Castano, of the French army, **on the syphilitic virus.** He 
considers it as produced by a fungiform vegetable parasite growing and 
developing itself in the tissues; the cure consists in tiie destruction of the 
TegeUble by caustics and mercurials. The paper was referred to MM. 
80 
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Maj^D^, Aodeal and Velpeav. M. Looock, aceouchenr to Qneeo Vioteru, 

has been sommoBed by telegraph to Paris, where he met MM. Dubois and 
Moreaa ia conanltatioD, as to Uie supposed pregnaoey of the Empress 

Eugenie; which has been decided in the affirmatiTe. Sir Benjamin Brodlie, in 

his ^ Pby«iological Inquiries,^ considers that insanity is always dependent upon 
bodily disease, and that there is no necessary connection between the brain 
and the mind.-*— The Medieal Society of London celebrated its 82nd anniTer- 
aary on the 8lh of March, when an oration was delivered by Mr. J. F. Clarka, 
Vice President. It is the parent of all other medieal societies in Great 

Britain. Mr. J. Snow is President fur 1855. Ac^rding to Profeftsor 

Etfohevich^a tables, the mortality among medical men is greater than in the 
other professions; three-fourths of medical men dying before 50 years of 
age, and ten-elevenths before 60. Of 1,168 alive in 1852, only four were 

above 80 years of age. Dr. Barth,the distinguished traveller, announced as 

dead by the British Consul at Tripoli, has come to life again, aa appears by 
his letter of 15 th November, at Rans, Africa. Long life to him I 

Mr. 8yme on Chloroform, — So far as I can ascertain, frwn what I have 
heard and read upon the subject, there are important differences between the 
mode of administration of chloroform here and in London. It appears that 
here it is given according to principle, there according to rule. 1 here, great 
attention is paid to the number of drachms or minims emploved ; here we are 
entirely regardless of the amount used, and are guided only by the symptocus 
of the patient. The points that we consider of the greatest importance in 
the administration of chloroform are — Firsts a free admixture of air with the 
vapor of the chloroform, to ensure which, a soft porous material, such as a 
folded towel or handkerchief, is employed, presenting a pretty large surface, 
iustead of a small piece of lint or any other apparatus held to the nose. Second- 
ly% if this is attended to, the more rapidly the chloroform is given the better, 
till the effect is prodoced; and, hence, we do not stint the quantity of chloro- 
form. Then — and this is a most important point— we are guided as to the 
efftct, not by the circulation but entirely by the respiration ; you never see 
anybody here with his finger on the pulse while chloroform is given, ^?o 
soon as the breathing becomes stertorous we cease the administration ; from 
what 1 have learned, it is sometimes pushed further elsewhere, but this we 
consider in the highest degree dangerous. Thirdly, attention to the tongue is 
another point which we find of great consequence. When respiratiun be- 
comes difficult, or ceases, we open the mouth, seize the tip of the tongue vrirh 
artery- forceps, and pull it well forward ; and there can be Httle doubt that 
death would have occurred in some cases, if it liad not been for the use of 
this expedient. We also always give the ehloroform in the horizontal po»itic*iH 
and take care that there is no article of clothing constricting the neck. There 
are thus considerable differences between our praotiee and that which prevails, 
more of less, elsewhere. We use no apparatus whatever, take the reapimtion 
for our guide, attend to the condition of the tongue, and never oootinue 
beyond the point when the patient is fu^ly under the influence of the anss. 
thetic. 

Yon observe that in this matter I am very far from taking any credit to 
myself; all that 1 have done has been to follow the example of Dr. Strnpson, 
and all that I would say respecting our brethren in London is, that they have 
not been so fortunate as to get into the right way in the first instance; and I 
would urge upon them to banish all previous notions, and to keep in view the 
sasential points to which I have alluded, and then, if unfortunately there 
should still be fatal oases, I shall not presume to speak further upon the saU 
jeck As the matter at present stands, the diseosbiuns prevalent in the profes-^ 
alon tend to give the public a dread of chloroform, and to limit the advantages 
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which it confers ; and so \ojig as the differeDce of opinion seemed due t# im- 
portant difterence of practice, I felt called upon to address to yon the observa- 
tions I have nuuie. — London LaneeL 

Re-vaccimttion in the RuBsian army in 1863.— Vaccination was performed 
upon 44.662 men in the Russian army during the year 1863; and of the whole 
number re-vaocinated, 28,329 had the regular vaccine eruption — 6^33 had an 
irregular eruption, and 7,664 had none at all, making a proportion of 69 in 
the hundred of those previously vaccinated. Of the whole, 44,662 men, 
32964a presented clear evidences of the vaccine cicatrix ; in 7,643 the charac- 
ter of the soars was doubtful, and 4,2(67 had no scars at all. 

During the twenty years endirg in 1863, the proportion of sueoe«fb1 ff- 
▼accinatioDS has almost eonstantlv increased, the first and second years of thb 
series (1833-'34,} not giving quite half the number of snccessfhl re-Vaooiqa^ 
tions in the hundred as the two latter, (1862-*33.} 

During the year 1863, 106 cases of varioloid, 26 cases of chicken-pox, and 
7 of small- pox, occurred in the army. 

There has just died in the village of Reindorff, in France, in his seventy- 
§flh year, a veteran of the French army, M. Peter Klein, who at the battle of 
Ansteriitz, on the 2d December, 1806, was struck by a Russian musket ball, 
which lodged in his left temple, just above the ear, and remained there to 
the day of his death, a period of nearly 60 years, without having caused him 
any pain or at all aiected his intellectual faculties. After the death of BL 
Klein, his family, to whom he had bequeathed this ball, to be preserved as a 
souvenir of his campaigns, had it extracted by Dr. Backe, a surgeon of Bonn, 
who performed the operation by means of trepanning, so that the ball remains 
surrounded by a ring formed by part of the skull. The ball on the side which 
touched the brain is covered with a hard skin, and on the other side with a 
skin nimiUir to that on the outside of the head.. The brain had not been at 
all injured, nor was there any appearance of any fracture in the skull near the 
spot where the ball had lodged. The medkal men express their astonishment 
that a foreign substance could have remained so near the brain without the 
intellect of the person being somewhat affected. 

Chin'ea in a woman wptoards rf eighty-three years of age, — ^M. Roger has 
recently reported to one of the Medical societies of Paris, tne case of a woman 
eighty-three years and two months old affected with true chorea, without any 
appreciable lesion of the brain or spinal marrow, and whose cure took place in 
a shorter period of time than the disease is tisnally cured in young girls. It 
was treated with a combination of oxide of zinc and belladonna iotermUly, and 
the external use of chloroform diluted with water. 

Weekly Mortality, Cmr.— For the week ending June 2d, 1866, 399 :— 
Consumption, 49; apoplexy, 2; congestion of brain, 6; bronchitis, 4; pneumo- 
nia, 19; croup, 14 ; scarlet lever, 1 1 ; measles, 16 ; small pox, 2 ; typhus fever 
(including ** typhoid"), 6. Far the week ending June 9tht 366 : — ^Consump- 
tion, 40; apoplexy, 1; congestion of brain, 8; dvsentery, 10; bronchitis, 6; 
pneumonia, 17 ; croup, 9 ; scarlet fever, 20 ; measles, 4; small pox, 6 ; typhus 
IV»ver, (including ** typhoid''), 18. For the week ending June 16/A, 366 :-» 
Consumption, 36 ; apoplexy, 4 ; congestion of brain, 6 ; bronchitis, 6 ; pneu- 
monia, 21; croup. 10; scarlet fever, 21; measles, 3; small pox, 2; typhus 
l^ver, 2. jPor the week ending June 23i, 322: — Consumption, 33; apoplexy, 
8 ; congestion of brain, 1 ; diarrhoea* 7; dysentery, 7 ; bronchitis, 3 ; pneumo- 
nia, 13; croup, 9; scarlet fever, 26; measles, 10 ; small pox, 1 ; typhus fever 
(including ^ typhoid"), 7. For the week endinf^ June BOth^ 84 1 :--ConsumptioB, 
98; spoplexy, 8; congestion of brain, 7; diarrhoea, 8; dysentery, 7; cholera 
infantum, 10; pneumonia. 7; croup, 8 ; scarlet fever, 14 ; measles, 10; typhus 
fever (including *" typhoid''), 8. 



Digitized by VuOOQIC 



872 Necrology. [Jnly,1855. 

Comparison of the Weather and Deaths for the Six Weeks ending 

June ZOth, 



The increase of disease, which was probably caused by the greater heat and 
moidture of the 26th week of 1865, has not yet aagmented the mortality. In all 
other respects, the city has been unusually healthy, as there have been fewer 
xymotic and sporadic causes of disease than usual, mostly owing to the con- 
tinued cool weather, and the comparative absence of unripe fruit usually ex- 
posed fur sale in our city at this season of the year. 



KAKRIED. 

At Pembrook, Philadelphia, on 7th May, Joseph King Merritt, M. D., of 
New York, and Viroihu, daughter of General William Nobris, of Phila- 
delphia. 



NECEOLOCrr. 

Died, at Pembrook, on the 9ih Mav, of phthisis, Viroikia, wife of J. Kno 

Merritt, M. D. At Portsmouth, N. H., on 25th May, Dr. Joseph Dwight, 

«t. 79. At South Roxbury, Mass., on 29th May, Jesse Chicseriiig, M. T>^ 

a distioguished statistician. At sea, on 9th February, of phthisis, Ctrus B. 

Clark, M. D., of Westfield, N. J., set 26. ^At Medford, Mass.,— - June, Dr. 

Alfred B. Stowe, set. 25. At Lawrence, Kansas, on 29th Ma]^ Dr. H. 

Clare, of Georgia, set. 40. At Savannah, Geo., June lOtb, Dr. J.'Riordax. 

At Pullard, Me., June 7th, John Merrill, M. D., set. 73. Recently, at 

Staunton, Va., at an fidvaneed age. Dr. Joseph Addison Waddel, son of the 
celebrated ** Blind Preacher " of Virginia. In bis day he attained to great emi- 
nence in his profession. At Philadelphia, June 26ih, Dr. I^ohpsoii 

Holmes, of Accomac, Va., aet. 75. At Glasgow, on 11th May, Johi 

Cowper, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica in Glasgow University. ^At 

Btccles, Suffolk, in May, Martin Barr?, M. D., F. R. S., set. 53. At 

Balaklava, in May, Dr. Hector Gavin, set. 39, a distinguished writer on 
Public Health, sent out by the British government as sanitary commission^' 

to tbe hospitals at Scutari and Smyrna. At Mosul, Asia Minor, 25th 

March, Rev. Henry Lordell, M. D., of Danbury, Coan., set. 28, a medical 
Missionary of the American Board C. F. M. 
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dDripal CnimnuniratianH. 

Two C<ue9 of Recto -Vaginal Fistula^ cured by a new operation. By 
Isaac E. Taylor, M. D^ Visiting Physician of BeUevue Hospital. 

Case I. I was requested to visit Mrs. M., of Brooklyn, in the early 
part of September, 1854 ; aged 80 years; married; had had no children ; 
general health very good. She stated to me that the contents of the 
bowels and flatus passed into the vagina. The history of the case is as 
follows : on her return from Europe in a sailing packet in June last, a few 
days after she sailed from Liverpool, she noticed in the region of the 
anus and perineum, the parts considerably inflamed ; which she supposed 
might possibly be from an inflamed hemorrhoid (though she had not 
been subject to them), and the cause of which she attributed to having 
sat upon the deck of the vessel in the evening too long a time. The 
inflammation increased, and assumed the character of an acute abscess, 
occurring in the cellular tissue of the perineum, and to such an extent 
as to extend up the left labium internum till it found an outlet in the vagina 
near the meatus urinarius. ThB discharge was kept up for some days ; 
and on the 14th day she flrst discovered that faeces and flatus passed into 
the vagina. The inflammation subsided, but the irritation of the vagina 
was kept up by the continual passage of the contents of the bowels 
into it Under the hope and expectation that time and nature would 
aid her and relieve her of the unpleasant difficulty, she allowed it to re- 
main, though various remedies were tried, till I was requested to visit 
her, September 9th, 1854. 

On investigation, the opening in the vagina was about half an inch 
from the meatus urinarius, and a half to three quarters inch in the 
vagina, on the left side of the labium internum. It admitted a silver 
probe to be passed an inch and a half in a straight direction near to the 
middle of the perineum, and then took a course up and along and 
down the left side of the vagina, to the posterior portion of the rectum, 
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until the probe was felt in the rectum at the distance of two and a half 
inches from the extremity of the anus, or one inch from the upper part 
of the internal sphincter muscle. The muscular fibers of the rectum inter- 
vened between the probe and the mucous membrane of the rectum, but 
on bringing the probe more in front, it could be felt just above the in- 
ternal sphincter muscle, having also a part of the muscular coat between 
it and the mucous coat<of the rectum. The upper opening must there- 
fore have been so small as not to have been discovered by the probe, and 
above the highest point the probe could be felt The ulcerated opening 
in the rectum was as large nearly as a three-cent piece. JThe sinus, 
therefore, pursued a very tortuous course. 

Having operated a few years since on a similar case, though more 
simple in its character than Mrs. M.^s, I was much gratified to be able 
to give my patient hope of success in remedying the unpleasant and dis- 
agreeable affection she was laboring under. 

A few days after her next monthly period had occurred, I proceeded 
to operate. Ether was given, to a moderate extent, as she was much 
averse to anesthetic agents. A director was introduced into the vaginal 
opening, and passed in a straight line as far as the sinus went till it 
passed upwards, and then carried down to the left side of the aniis with- 
in half an inch of the anus, and brought as much forward as could well 
be done ; and being held by an assistant, a small but deep incision was 
made of three quarters to one inch in depth, and half an inch fit)m the 
verge of the anus, till the director was perceived ; the director was then 
removed, and introduced through the external opening that was made 
by the side of the anus, and passed to the thinnest portion, near the 
ulcerated opening in the rectum. The bistoury was then used, and the 
sphincter divided as in simple fistula in ano. The wound was dressed, 
and treated as is usual in the ordinary cases of that disease. The pro- 
gress of the case was favorable, and on the 16th day she had not 
perceived any faeces or flatus to have passed through for five days ; when 
she attempted to walk down stairs, and she thought she felt somethiug 
had given way, and on her return to her couch discovered some discharge 
through the vaginal opening ; and in the evening flatus was noticed. 
Regretting deeply the want of success from the first operation, a second 
trial was made ; but instead of the knife, the ligature was adopted, and on 
Nov. 16th the following method was carried out. A silver probe, armed 
with a silken ligature at the upper end, was introduced, as in the pre- 
vious instance down to the left side of the anus, half an inch from it, and 
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the intervening space of tisane between the skin and probe divided, and the 
probe removed through this external opening, with the ligatnre attached, 
one end now being out of the external opening near the anus and the other 
through the vaginal. This was then threaded with the probe, and directed 
to the rectum a little above the internal rectal opening, and pushed through, 
and the probe and ligature then brought out at the anus, the two ends of 
the ligature being, therefore, side by side, and then brought in apposition, 
and tightened every day, till it had ulcerated through on the 18th day. 
Much pain was experienced, and there was considerable discharge until 
December, when the case presented a favorable aspect, as only flatus was 
found occasionally escaping. This continued so until the middle of Janu- 
ary ; when a small part of the sphincter, near the edge of the anus, was not 
perfectly closed. This was touched with potassa cum calce, as nitrate of 
silver did not answer a short time before ; and in a few days neither fla- 
tus nor fseces had been noticed. Having seen my patient a few days since 
she informed me she was as well as ever. 

Case n. During the year 1844, 1 saw Rebecca H., aged 20 years, 
unmarried, who had had a chancre on the left internal labium, near the 
fourchette, accompanied with an abscess in the perineum, and which had 
opened in the rectum and near the chancre. The rectal opening was half 
an inch from the anus, on the lateral anterior of the internal sphincter 
muscle. Fseces passed through, with wind, and had continued to do so for 
more than a year. 

This was the first case which drew my attention to the operation pro- 
posed by Dr. J. Rhea Barton, of Philadelphia. Though the case was 
more simple in its character than Mrs. M.'s, or that of Dr. Barton, his. 
suggestions were adopted ; but instead of the ligature, the knife was used. 
A director was introduced into the vaginal opening to the middle of th^ 
lateral part of the anus, half an inch from its edge, the part divided, and 
the case treated as for simple fistula ; and in two weeks the fistula waj^ 
healed and the patient discharged. 

In vol. xxvi. of the American Journal of Medical Sciences for 1840, 
August No., the case reported by Dr. J. Rhea Barton will be found, re* 
plete, as I conceive, with much valuable information on the subject, and 
exhibiting the treatment of such cases (which are not frequent) with a 
simplicity that merits much praise, and as I believe, from the experience 
of his case and the two related, that warrants a success as favorable as in 
simple fistula in ano. 

From the various authors who have written on the diseases of the- 
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rectum, or on the surgical diseases of the female organs, nothing will be 
found ; but from Sir Benjamin Brodie I am disposed to quote a passage 
or two, as bearing on the subject under consideration. Sir Benjamin 
says, '^ Now, there is another form of fistula of the rectum that requires 
very especial notice : I cannot better explain what I mean than by men- 
tioning the following case. There was a middle-aged lady, who had an 
abscess formed in front of the rectum. I imagined it arose in the usual 
manner, from ulceration of the gut The abscess burst close by the poste- 
rior margin of the vagina, and appeared just like a common fistula. She 
consulted a surgeon, who inadvertently treated it as such, and laid it open 
into the gut But what was the consequence f He divided both the 
sphincter ani and the sphincter vaginie, and the wound never healed. She 
was in the condition of a patient with lacerated perineum, and all the 
rest of her life was liable to an involuntary discharge of faeces, of course 
making her life miserable.*^ 

"I saw this case," Sir Benjamin remarks, ** twenty-five years ago ; and 
it was, as you may suppose, a lesson to me ever afterwards. It is not very 
often abscesses of the rectum do burst in this situation. I have only seen 
a few examples of it But the case I have mentioned was sufficient to 
show me that some peculiar mode of treatment was necessary. How is 
such a case to be treated ? " Sir Benjamin asks. " I have seen two or three 
•cases of this kind of fistula since, without having an opportunity till last 
jear of followiog up the treatment A lady consulted me, with a fistula* 
^communicating with the rectum in front, and opening externally first at 
the I>eginning of the vagina. I merely made a free division of the sphincter 
muscle on both sides, so as to set it completely at liberty. I dressed the 
edges of the sphincter muscle, and it was a good while before it regained 
its complete usefulness, and some months after it was healed." 

The method adopted by Sir Benjamin Brodie was the one recom- 
mended by Gopeland, and is the same that is at present carried out by 
Dr. J. B. Brown, of London, for lacerated perineum. When we realize 
the success, and the short time it requires to effect its object, the opera- 
tion of Dr. J. Rhea Barton in his own case, and in the two cases just related 
by myself, and especially the case of Mrs.M., they bear ample testimony, 
and give fiill answer to the question of Sir Benjamin, '* How is such a 
case to be treated ? " 

Mr. Curling refers to a case similar to the second case recorded ; but 
he did not operate. Syme, Bushe, Quain, Curling, Copeland, Silva, and 
J. Barker Brown, say nothing respecting it 
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Case of Empyema m the right side, Acute Pleurisy on the left, sim^ 

ulating Pericarditis. By John T. Metcalfe, M. D. 

John Armstrong, aet. 23, cbairmaker, entered^the New York Hospital 
January 30th, 1855. One week before admission, had been taken with 
a cough, pain in the right chest, and dyspnoea. At the same time, there 
was observed a loss of appetite, a general febrile reaction, thirst and 
headache. The cough was accompanied by scanty expectoration of 
mucus, not characteristic in appearance. Since the commencement of 
his attack, these symptoms have all diminished, with the exception of 
the stitch-like pain in the side, of which he complains a good deal. On 
admission, the pulse was 96; respiration 86; tongue moist, coated ; 
eyes suffused ; general appearance of distress ; lies most comfortably on 
left side. The whole of the right chest dull on percussion ; no vesicular 
murmur audible on this side ; bronchial respiration (deep) and bronco- 
phony. On left side, nothing abnormal, except puerile respiration gene- 
rally diffused, detrusion of heart's apex one inch to the left. Wet 
cups to affected side. Mixture of Spirits of Mindererus and Ipecac. 
To take every four hours, a pill of calomel, squill, and digitalis {one grain 
of each). 

Under this treatment, with a blister to the side, there was evident 
amendment, so &r as regarded the pain and dyspnoea. The chest seemed 
to become more distended however, the heart's ap«x being displaced as 
low as the sixth intercostal space, four inches to the left of the sternum. 
In place of the bronchial sounds audible on entrance, there was absence of 
respiration, except at the very summit of the right lung. The patient was 
able to get up and walk about the ward, but his appearance was far from 
satisfactory. 

February 14. Just after having eaten dinner, he was suddenly seized 
with very great dyspnoea, tibe respiration ran up to 60 in a minute and the 
pulse to 120. The slrin was cold and clammy; the eyes were anxious 
and protruding ; there was complaint of pain on the left side, over the 
praecordial and epigastric regions. Breathing could only be performed 
whilst the patient was held up in bed. The left chest seemed alone en- 
gaged in respiration. Over the pnecordial region, in its lower and outer 
half, a strong, well marked fremitus, sychronous with the cardiac systole, 
was noticed on palpation. Where this existed, a rough friction murmur 
with the first sound of the heart, not transmitted along the aortic branches, 
was noted. At the upper portion of right chest, under the clavicle, were 
resonant percussion, amphoric respiration, and metallic tinkling, very 
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well marked. An anodyne waa ordered, of the compownd spirit of sul- 
phuric ether with the solution of sulphate of morphia ; and directions 
given to let me know in case relief should not be obtained, so that para- 
centesis of the chest should be performed. He continued with great 
oppression of breathing, and in the course of the night died, somewhat 
suddenly. 

On postmortem examination, the right lung was found compressed 
to a size of two fists, and forced back against the spine at the upper part 
of the pleural sac. On inflation through the main bronchus, air escaped 
by several small perforations on the upper sur^Eice of the lung. These 
perforations occurred in the wall of a tuberculous cavity of considerable 
size, which had been reduced, by the pressure of surrounding fluid, to 
very small dimensions. Fibrous exudation covered the outer surface of 
the lung. The pleura was nearly quite full of cream-like, inodorous pus. 

In the left pleural cavity, were several ounces of recent serous exuda- 
tion, in which floated shreds of false membrane. The outer surface of the 
lung was roughened by this exudation, especially that part which lay 
over the heart, in contact with the costal pleura. The lung tissue con- 
tained a few scattered tubercles. Beyond slight enlargement of the 
heart, there was nothing noticed abnormal with respect to it or to the 
pericardium. 

This case was one in which the dyspnoea had been explained, during 
life, by the perforation of the lung and production of pneumothorax. 
With regard to the friction-sound and fremitus, existing as they very 
markedly did over the precordial region only, and synchronous with the 
systole of the heart, no one who saw the case for a moment doubted the 
presence of pericarditis as the cause of their production. Pleurisy so 
situated and giving rise to these signs, is of extremely rare occurrence. 
In my experience, I remember only one other case in which a similar 
error in diagnosis has occurred. In this there was fibrinous exudation 
over the pulmonary pleura, which is in direct contact with the pericardium. 

The patient had been carefully examined by t^e House Physician 
with reference to his previous state of health, but gave no account of any 
illness connected with the tubercular excavation in the right lung. His 
intelligence was not of a high order ; and every one familiar with the in- 
terrogation of a majority of those admitted to the hospitals, will under- 
stand the difficulty of getting a full and truthful account of their previous 
complaints, 

34 East Thirtibbkth Street. 
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On Etiology at the South. 

Nothing is more important in the science of Medicine, than investi- 
gations into the origin of diseases. The difficulties attending such inqui- 
ries are obvious ; but until they are overcome we cannot expect to have 
^ anj clear and settled views of pathology, and no determinate principles 
* in the practice of medicine. It is not only the true rationale of morbid 
action that must be solved, but the theory of disease must be brought 
into harmony with its treatment ; or, the principles which preside over 
the latter must spring directly from the former. It need hardly be men- 
tioned that this is scarcely the case now, our present theories being 
almost wholly antipodal or irrelevant to the current modes of practice. 
Let us take as an example, the received opinion in regard to convulsions. 
It is supposed that they originate in spinal irritation ; but the prescribed 
treatment has little or no reference to those etiological views, as it is not 
restricted to the spine as the source of the malady, but is directed rather 
to some assumed irregularities in the functional system. 

This is adduced merely as a solitary illustration ; but when, in a larger 
sense, we look to those broader views which are endorsed by the profes- 
sion at large, such as the influence of malaria and the theory of com- 
bustion, — who can trace any alliance between them and the therapeutic 
treatment of these multitudinous disorders which so terribly afflict the hu- 
man &mily f 

We suggest a want, we do not undertake to supply a remedy, as we 
do not pretend to a mastery over those enigmas of nature which for so 
many centuries have baffled the skill and penetration of man, and re- 
stricted the healing art to little more than a record of remedial agents, 
and their uncertain application in time of need. 

Could the profession be guided more by principles and less by ex- 
periments, what an advance would be made in the healing art ; how 
would the field of its researches be amplified ; and with how much more 
confidence would it appeal to the recognition of mankind ! Surely the 
time is not far distant, when additional light shall be thrown upon sub- 
jects now enveloped in comparative doubt and mystery, and when we 
shall see our way more distinctly through difficulties that encompass us 
tX present on all sides. 

The example has, in a measure, already been set at the South. The 
Sanitary CommissicA:! of New Orleans, consequent upon the desolating 
epidemic of 1853, has at least determined two points of great significance, 
viz : the local origin of yellow fever, and its connection with atmospheric 
causes. Dr. £. H. Barton, the chief collaborator in the production of the 
leport, maintains that the epidemic influence arises from the conjunction 
of two causey one of which is the disturbance of the original soil of the 
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locality, and the other, co-incident with it, and attributable to Bome de- 
rangtf'ment in the atmospheric medium. Surrounded as we are bj an at- 
mosphere which we not only respire, but which momentarily inter-pene- 
trates every part of the vital organization, it is not at all irrational to look 
to this great aerial reservoir and its modifications, as one of the chief 
sources of those morbid influences to which we are exposed. 

But, in Dr. Barton's system of medical philosophy, whether or not he 
has not given it too much of an external cnaracter, remains to be seen. 
In the enthusiasm of speculation, philosophers have not unfrequently dis- 
dained to regard the humbler aspect of ^ose things which lie unnodoed 
and more immediately within them, as well as those about them. 

It may, perhaps, be ultimately ascertained that the main origin of dis- 
ease is internal. Not that external impressions are innocuous, or power- 
less, but that internal ones dominate, in most cases, over them. Let us 
concede to Dr. Barton the credit due to his scientific attainments, and 
that indefatigable industry which distinguishes him above almost all other 
men. Few professional men have been actuated by more zeal, and few 
have labored more earnestly in the cause of truth and professional ad- 
vancement. 

We cannot dismiss the subject of Etiology at the South, without no- 
ticing a somewhat anomalous essay which has recently appeared in New 
Orleans, entitled " Thoughts on Yellow Fever J^ by Eh*. J. S. McFarlane, 
another well-known and able physician of that city. Dr. McFarlane is 
no restrictionist ; and, with that vigor of mind, as well as independence 
of character, for. which he is distinguished, he is not to be misled by any 
fascinations of theory, but is rather disposed to deal in the stubborn real- 
ities of fact Accoiding to his interpretation, there is no chance for 
** Yellow Jack " to spring up out of any disturbance of the virginal 8oil oi 
the country, an immaculate term which only provokes his irony. The 
whole force of the pamphlet, as well as its reasonings, is directed against 
the enforcement of quarantine regulations, in which he has no faith, and 
which impose, as he thinks, a superfluous and unnecessary burden upon 
tlie State. 

Dr. McFarlane takes occasion to advance an opinion in r^^ard to 
yellow fever, which certainly merits the claim of originality. He main- 
tains that it can have no existence in a malarious atmosphere^ inasmuch 
as the yellow fever at New Orleans does not first manifest itself on the 
swamp side of the city, where there is most malaria, but on the river and 
levee side, amidst the shipping and the river craft. 

Here is the specification of a well-known fact, the true solution of 
which remains yet to be assigned ; and so also in respect to another fact 
noticed by Dr. McFarlane, namely^ the disappearance of yellow fever 
from Northern cities, and its increased virulence, and more extended in- 
fectiousness at the South. 

Such inquiries should enlist the attention of professional men. Al- 
though there is mystery in nature, yet she is f6rever revealing herself by 
sure indications to patient observers. Her processes are not all hidden^ 
Developments of facts here and there reward the inquiring mind. These 
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must be collected, collated, and employed as alphabetical types and signs 
in the futnre revelations of that knowledge which is destined to en- 
lighten the professional world, and to benefit mankind. 



ACTON. 



Sugar and Salt as a local Solvent in chronic Congestion of the Cervix 

Uteri. 

To the Editors of the New York Medical Times, 

Gbntlkmien : The following novel method of reducing the congested 
state of the cervix uteri, which is so commonly met with in the 
chronic affections of this organ, accompanied by discharge from the 
06 and '* ulceration " of its mucous surface, has been so successful 
in my hands, and in the practice of several gentlemen to whom I 
suggested its use, that I desire to make it more generally known 
through the pages of your journal. The plan of treatment of which 
I speak originated, I believe, with M. Caudmont of the Ecole Pro- 
tique, Paris; at any rate, whether orifi^nal or not with him; it first 
came to my knowledge, four years ago, £om his practice at his private 
clinique, and I have been unable to trace it to any other source. 

The following is the method of its application : — ^The os uteri having 
been exposed by means of the speculum, equal parts of sugar and com- 
mon table-salt, finely pulverized and mixed, are impacted around the 
vaginal portion of the cervix uteri, and retained in place by a pledget of 
lint or cotton wadding, moulded into the form of &godet, or small cup, and 
having a string attached to its convex surface to facilitate its subsequent 
extraction. Thus applied, it if left in situ, and the patient is directed to 
withdraw the plug, by means of the string attached, in the course of 
twelve to twenty-four nours. 

Its effects are to produce a very copious discharge from the parts to 
which it is applied : so much so, indeed, that patients should be cautioned 
to take means for the protection of their linen ; and at the following ex- 
amination the cervix is found to be greatly relieved of its swollen state 
doe to the products of congestion, and much reduced in size. 

The most obvious explanation of the action of this application would 
appear to be found in the principle of exosmosis. Its advantages over 
the use of leeches or potassa fiisa to accomplish the same purpose, are 
obvious. It is exceedingly simple and speedy in its action ; it is attended 
with no danger of injury to the neighboring parts or of hemorrhage ; it 
attains the end with but little pain or inconvenience to the patient 
Moreover, the experience of several gentlemen, enjoying a large field for 
observation in the treatment of uterine diseases, whom I induced to make 
a trial of Caudmont's method, confirms the result of mj own practice, 
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viz : that it k even more efScacious as a solvent than the ordinary appli- 
cations in chronic congestion of the cervix uteri. 

Respectfully Yours, 
278 Sixth Av., July 12, 1856. F. J. BUMSTEAD, M. D. 
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NEW YORK HOSPITAL. 

Report cf cases treated at the New York Hospital during the six weeks 
ending July 16<A, 1855. By W. H. Van Buren, M. D., one of the 
Surgeons, -^ 

On the 1st of June, I succeeded Dr. Jno. Watson, in charge of the 2d 
Surgical Division at the New York Hospital, comprising five wards in 
the new building recently opened for the reception of patients. I found 
68 patients under treatment in the wards, and up to the present date 
(July 15th), 100 have been admitted, making a total of 174. Of these, 
92 have been discharged, mostly cured, 6 have died, and 76 are still 
under treatment. 

Of the 174 cases, 50 were fractures, of which 19 have been discharg- 
ed, 3 have died, and 28 remain in the wards. 

The cases of fracture were distributed as follows : — 1 comp. fracture 
of pelvis (cured) ; 1 simple fracture of pelvis; 8 simple fractures of thigh ; 
9 simple fracture of leg (both bones) ; 2 of fibula s\(me ; 1 of patella ; 7 
compound fractures of leg ; 1 simple fracture of scapula ; 5 of clavicle ; 
1 of clavicle and ribs; 1 of ribs; 1 compound fracture of humerus; 1 
simple fracture of humerus, with silver-fork fracture of radius same 
side ; 1 simple fracture of humerus through its neck, with fracture of 
olecranon of the same side ; 1 ununited fracture of humerus at the mid- 
dle, of 13 months standing, and admitted as such; 2 simple friictures of 
forearm (both bones) ; 3 simple fractnres of radius (silver-fork), one of 
which is double ; 1 compound fracture of finger; 1 compound fracture of 
upper jaw, with comminuted fracture of lower jaw ; 1 simple fracture .of 
lower jaw ; and 1 compound fracture of skull with depression. 

Most of these cases of fracture were made the subjects of clinical 
remarks. I subjoin notes of the three fatal cases, and of some others ci 
interest 

Cash L Railroad injury — compound fracture ofleg^ <tc^ amputation ef 
thigh, James Mauran, a blacksmith's apprentice, 16 years of afi;e, Irish by 
birth, was run over by a large-sized railroad car on the 1st <h^ June, and 
brought immediately to the Hospital. His left leg was entirely crushed, as 
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high up as the knee, and the wheel of the car had also passed over the ri^ht 
foot It was decided in consultation to amputate as soon as reaction 
should be sufficiently established ; and the operation was done, through 
the thigh, at its lower third; at the same time the integuments of 
the right foot were freely incised, to order to limit subsequent inflam- 
mation and sloughing. Water dressing applied to both wounds. The 
patient recovered fiEiiny from the shock of the operation ; but union failed 
m the stump, and towards the end of the first week it became evident 
that his constitutional powers were not equal to the task of repairing 
the double injury. In spite of judicious support, he gradually sunk, and 
died on the 0th day, from exhaustion, both stump and foot having assum- 
ed a gangrenous appearance. 

The causes of the fatal issue in this case, apart from the foreign birth 
and feeble constitution of the patient, were the peculiarly severe and de- 
pressing character of the shock resulting from an extensive railroad injury, 
accompanied by considerable loss of blood, the second shock from the 
amputation of the thigh, and the subsequent necessity of repairing two 
extensive wounds. But for his youth, he would hardly have survived so 
long. 

Compound fracture of the ehull^ with depression. 
Case II. A delicate Irish boy, 8 years of age, fell from a 4th story 
window upon the flagging beneath, breaking a stove in his fall, and re- 
ceiving a fracture otihe right parietal bone, with depression of several 
fragments, and laceration of the scalp. He had three convulsions after 
he was brought to the Hospital, with profound symptoms of concussion, 
but none of compression of the brain. On the next day, about twenty 
hours afker the accident, his condition was sufficiently improved to per- 
mit an operation, and although there were no marked symptoms of com- 
pression, a fragment of some -size was removed, and by, the aid of Hey*8 
saw, and the duck-bill forceps, the remaining depressed portions were ele- 
vated. A fissure was noticed passing downwards towards the base of the 
skull, but there had been no bleeding from the ear. The scalp wound 
was partially brought together, and water dressing applied. During the 
first forty-eight hours after the accident, no urine was secreted ; after- 
wards it was passed unconsciously ; the bowels were obstinately costive 
throughout Calomel was administered to secure evacuations, and to 
counter-irritate from the brain upon the intestinal canal. He was able 
also to swallow light nourishment On the 4th day his pupils were still 
perfectly sensible to light as at first, but his restlessness was excessive, the 
skin hot and sweating, and insensibility still complete, but no paralysis. 
Pulse 108, respiration 22. 

On the 5th day there was partial coma, with insensibility of the pupil 
of the injured side. Pulse 140. Wound discharging, and the pus has a 
free outlet On the 6th day he died. 

On autopsy, pus was found covering the surface of the right cerebral 
hemisphere, and the substance of the brain opposite the seat of injury 
was much broken down and softened. 
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Cask 8. — Compound IVaeture of Leg : occurrence of fatal Double 
Nephritis during convalescence, — ^A healdiy-looking (German, 39 years 
of age, was admitted on the 10th April last, with a severe compound 
fracture of the ri^t leg, which it was at first feared might require 
amputation. It yrsa noticed, while he was still under the influence of 
the shock of the injury, that his pulse was unusually slow, beating bat 
60 in a minute, and natural in quality and force. His previous history 
was that of a temperate and rather robust laboring man. The local 
injury, after severe inflammation attended by sloughing, ultimately 
assumed a very favorable aspect ; but it was remark^ throughout his 
treatment, that his pulse was always much slower than usual ; in fact, 
it never exceeded 70 beats in a minute. He was regarded as possessing 
a phlegmatic and unirritable temperament, to which his favorable re- 
covery from so serious an injury was partly attributed. No morbid con- 
dition of the heart was detected on examination. In the 8th week, 
whilst his fracture was consolidating favorably, and his general con- 
dition very fair, he was attacked by erysipelas in the injured limb. The 
disease proved mild in its character, involving the integument only, and 
extending gradually upwards ; but'it was attended by unusual constitu- 
tional symptoms, principally implicating the brain and spinal marrow. 
There was quiet delirium, with a scared and agitated expression and 
manner, witn a singular rigidity of the muscles of the jaw, of the ex- 
tremities, and of the abdomen. The arms were always in a semi-flexed 
position, and the hands tremulous ; the forearms could be extended by 
moderate force, but the extension caused pain, and they immediately 
resumed their original position after it was relinquished. He would not 
speak nor open his mouth, and was necessarily nourished by enemata. 
The eves were red, the skin hot and sweating, and the pulse rose to 112, 
but full, and somewhat hard, differing from that of erysipelas. He 
passed his urine unconsciously, hut apparently of normal quantity and 
of natural odor. The bowels also acted regularly and well. These 
peculiar symptoms did not cease with the erysipelas, which disappeared 
about the tenth day, leaving no suppuration ; but persisted, with only 
temporary amelioration ; his pulse became gradually more frequent ; and 
he finally died apparently from exhaustion, on the 18th day after the 
appearance of the erysipelas. It should have been mentioned, that on 
the 4th day he had a severe chill, but there was no evidence detected of 
purulent deposits, and there were no convulsions. 

The treatment consisted of steady support by nourishment, princi- 
pally beef tea, with quinine, assafaetida, and brandy, as he fiuied in 
strength. At the postmortem examination, which was made twenty-five 
hours after death, I examined the brain thoroughly, and found it per- 
fectly healthy. There was no evidence of disease in the spinal chord. 
The thoracic and abdominal viscera were also in a normal condition, 
with the exception of the kidneys, which were the seat of overwhelming 
inflammation. They were both of double their natural size and weighty 
and very soft in consistence. On being laid open, the cortical or secre- 
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ting portion was evidently the principal seat of disease ; this was much 
Increased in amount, and softened almost to the consistence of cream. 
At some points, where least softened, it presented a yellowish and granu- 
lar appearance. The bases of the pyramids were intensely red and 
congested with blood. There was no pus in the veins. 

From this postmortem evidence, the inference was fair that the 
patient's nervous symptoms, which it was surmised might depend upon 
pyaemia or cerebro-spinal meningitis, were referable solely to the poison- 
ous influence of urea circulating in the blood, its elimination by the 
kidneys being arrested in consequence of the double nephritis. The 
secretion of a fluid possessing the odor of urine, although containing 
little or no urea, an unusual, but by no means an unpredecented circum- 
stance, was well calculated to avert suspicion from the kidneys as being 
the seat of acute and fatal disease. The yellowish color and granular 
appearance presented by the cortical portion, where this was not en- 
tirely disorganized by inflammation, render it probable that the kidneys 
were altered by chronic disease before the final attack by which their 
functions were simultaneously suspended. Of this, however, there was 
no symptom whatever which suggested an examination of the urine, and 
at the time of death the bladder was empty. I am disposed to sus- ' 
pect, nevertheless, that the slowness of the pulse and the apathetic 
manner, which were remarked during the earher weeks of treatment in 
this case, may have depended upon an excess of urea in the blood, 
arising from kidney disease, and that a careful examination of the urine, 
whilst this was practicable, might have resulted in the discovery of 
albumen and other evidences of defective action of the kidneys. 

Cask 4. — Concmnon of brain ; fracture of both radii, — A German 
boy of 17, a clerk, fell through a hatchway in a warehouse, from the 
second stoir to the ground floor. He was brought to the Hospital with a 
silver-fork fracture of the radius on both sides, a contused And lacerated 
wound of the forehead, and severe concussion of the brain. There was also 
an imnatural prominence of the left eye, with extravasation of blood be- 
neath the conjunctiva and diverging strabismus, indicating hemorrhage 
at the bottom of the orbit The fractures were reduced at once, and 
put up in short splints. On the 2d day, the chemosis in the left eye waa 
so considerable as to require scarification. At first, no urine was secreted ; 
on the second day, the catheter brought away a small quantity ; and 
since then, up to the present time, he has had incontinence of both urine 
and faeces. On the 0th day, both the symptoms of concussion, and the 
exophthalmia were diminishing ; skin cool, and pulse quiet ; prospect of 
recovery fair. This case illustrates the mode in which the silver-fork 
fracture of the radius is produced, namely, by extending the superior ex- 
tremities in falling, for the purpose of protecting the head from injury, 
80 that the weight of the body is received upon the outstretched palms, 
and thus transmitted directly to the radius, which vields at its weakest 
point. Thus, in this instance, the head was saved possibly from fatal 
injury, by the sacrifice of two fractured arms. There is at present a 
female patient in the 1st surgical division, under the care of Dr. Halsted, 
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who met with precisely a similar accident, in falling from a second story 
window ; and I have also at this time under treatment, a young gentle- 
man, who, by a fall from a cherry-tree, fractured both radji at their 
lower extremities, his head escaping all injury. 

Case 5. — Compound fracture ofUg, — Amputation, — Edw. Clark, 27 
years of age, was admitted on the lYth March last, with his leg and 
foot completely crushed, by the passage of the wheel of a railway car 
over the leg. His leg was amputated below the tnee without delay. 
He has done well throughout his treatment, and the wound is now about 
healing. 

Cask 6. — Compound fracture of leg ; Hospital gangrene, — ^Ed. 
Murtough, 23, lost his right arm at the shoulder joint, six years ago, in 
consequence of crushing by machinery. On the 29th March last, he 
was struck by the cow-catcher of a locomotive, and got a compound 
fracture of the left leg, with some minor contusions. He has done well 
under usual treatment until the 9th inst., when the wound at the seat of 
fracture, which had healed to the size of a sixpence, was attacked by 
hospital gangrene, and, at the present time, is some three inches in 
diameter, and presents the circular form with everted edges, sloughy sur- 
face, and burning pain, characteristic of that disease. There is still 
motion at the seat of fracture, and the necessity of removing the splints 
from the limb has produced some deformity. . Fure nitric acid has been 
applied to the gangrenous ulcer three times; it is dressed with the 
nitric acid lotion, and the patient is taking chlorate of potash in a bitter 
infusion. 

I have not found the hospital gangrene to be benefited by any of the 
remedies ordinarily addressed to it, but have observed a tendency in 
the disease, as it has occurred in the hospital, to terminate spontaneously 
about the middle of the second week, leaving a healthy ulcer, which 
granulates luxuriantly. 

Case Y. — Fracture of patella. — A sailor, 39 years of age, was ad- 
mitted on the 23d May, with a fracture of the patella, which had been 
produced on the 1st of the month, during a gale at sea, by direct vio- 
lence, the man having fallen with his knee against a bar of iron. During 
the interval before his admission, no treatment had been employed, and 
when admitted, the fragments were half an inch apart, with some lateral 
deviation. He was treated on the single inclined plane, with compresses 
retained in position by adhesive plaster ; and ligamentous union is now 
suflBciently nrm to permit the employment of passive motion. 

Case 8. — Fracture of pelvis ; reeovertf. — McKeever, 26 years of age, 
boatman, was caught by a large towing rope in the perineum, on the right 
of the urethra, which produced a deep wound, four inches in length, and 
the finger introduced into it detected a fracture thro«gh the ischio-pubic 
ramus of the right side, with some separation of the fragments, and con- 
siderable arterial hemorrhage. No other fracture of the pelvis could be 
found elsewhere, and the mnctions of the bladder and rectum were not 
interfered with. The bleeding was arrested by pressure, and the patient 
has recovered entirely without any bad symptoms, and is about to be 
discharged. 
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Cask 9. — Gun-shot "wound of knee^oint ; recovery, — An Irish boat- 
man, 86 years of age, was shot at by the mate of a vessel, and struck in 
the right knee. The bullet entered just below the patella, and a little 
to its outer side. It oould not be detected on examination; but from the 
course of its track, it was judged that it entered the joint, and possibly 
lodged in the head of the tibia. The limb was placed upon a double 
inclined plane, and water dressing applied. Moderate inflammation of 
the joint followed, which, under treatment, rapidly subsided ; and the 
patient was discharged on the 12th inst, with very slight stiffness of the 
joint, which is daily diminishing. 

In addition to the above, a number of oases of general surgery, of 
great interest, have been under treatment, which the limits of this report 
will not permit me to specify. I will mention three cases of penetrating 
wounds of the abdomen, two of which terminated fatally from peri- 
tonitis. The first on the sixth day, with protrusion of omentum and 
wound of pyloric extremity of stomach, and the other with wound of 
kidney and spleen, and copious internal hemorrhage, on the third day. 
All were treated by local depletion, and the free use of opium inter- 
nally. 

Fourth Avbnue and TwENrr-SEOOiro street, 
July 20th, 1855. 
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NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Regular Meeting, July 18, 1855. President, Dr. J. W. Francis, in 
the Chair. Dr. L. A. Smith, of Newark, N. J., was introduced to the 
Academy. The minutes of the last stated meeting and of the regular 
meetiDg were read and approved, when the Reports of Committees were 
in order. 

The Committee on Admissions reported, recommending for Resident 
Fellowship Dr. Charles A. Budd, graduate of the University of New 
York, 1852, Dr. J. W. Richards, graduate of the Academy of Medicine, 
of Castleton, Vermont, 1826. The following gentlemen were then 
elected Resident Fellows, viz. Drs. F. C. Hey wood, E. D. Connery, W.C. 
Livin^ton, and Alexander Murray. 

Reports of Sections, — ^The Sections on Surgery and on Theory and 
J^ractice presented written reports. The Section on Public Health also 
reported, recommending Dr. Ross's Hygrometric Regulator. Dr. Bulkley 
of^red his resignation as Chairman pro, tern, of the section on Chemistry 
and Pharmacy, and also as a member of that Section. On motion, his 
resi^ation was accepted, and he was assigned, at his own request, to the 
Section on Theory and Practice. 
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Dr. McNulty stated tiiat he had a patient now in attendance, who 
was afflicted with elephantiasis. On motion, the rules of order were sus- 
pended, and the patient was introduced uid examined by the members. 
He was bom in Virginia. Dr. Francis drew attention to this fact, from 
its having been stated that native Americans were never affected by this 
disease. This is the third case that he has seen in Americans. 

The Recording Secretary laid before the Academy " A memorial of 
John A. Swett, M. D.," presented by Dr. J. G. Adams; also "The An- 
nual Report of the Trustees of the State Library," received by mail. Dr. 
Joel Foster presented from the State Medical Society twenty-five copies 
of their Transactions, which were distributed among the Fellows. 

Dr. Beadle asked and obtained leave to amend the Report of the 
Committee on Admiesions^ presented this evening, by inserting the name, 
which had been accidentally omitted in the list recommended for Resi- 
dent Fellowship, of Dr. £dward Hamilton Davis, graduate of Ohio Med- 
ical College. 

Dr. Betmold moved that the subject of Dr. H. Green's paper be taken 
up for discussion. 

Dr. Reese objected to the discussion on the ground, that the Reports 
ordered to be printed by the Academy had not been distributed. 

Dr. Rockwell and two or three other Fellows stated that they had not 
received their copies. 

Dr. Bulkley^ as Chairman of the Committee on Publication, stated 
that two persons had been employed for their distribution, and had used 
the list of members furnished by the Assistant Secretary of the Academy; 
and that 218 copies had been distributed. 

The motion to take up the discussion of Dr. Green's paper was car- 
ried. The whole subject was then, on motion of Dr. Macfiarlan, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole ; and the Academy having resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole, Dr. F. 0. Stewart was call^ to the Chair, 
Dr. J. W. Green appointed Secretary. 

Dr. Rockwell called for the reading of the Reports, as he had not re- 
ceived a copy, which he understood was also the case with others. Dr. 
R.'s motion was lost, whereupon he retired. 

Dr. Reese insisted that tne Academy has no right to withhold the 
reading of a paper when demanded by a member. The Chairman decided 
that it has such a right in Committee of the Whole. 

Dr. Griscom proposed the adoption of the resolutions appended to 
the majority report 

Dr. S. 0. Foster called for the reading of the two sets of resolutions 
— which were read. 

Dr. JS. Chreen wished to speak on the motion, after reasons for adopt- 
ing the majority report had been stated. He thought that the world 
would wonder if that report were adopted without being discussed. 

Dr. Detmold thought that the reasons for adopting the report and 
conclusions were contained in the report itself; that the silence of the 
Academy was a tacit consent to its propositions ; that the reasons against 
it were to be found in the minority report He thought discussion would 
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«Hcit notfaioff new, and that no action need be taken by the Academy 
fdrmalUf. There were four signers to the mmority report and one to the 
minority, and he thought the opinion of the Fellows of the Academy was 
in that proportion* The majoriiy report did not satisfy him perfectly, 
yet he was wilHng to adopt it. It had ftalts, but even those made it 
better in some respects. It was not written with sufficient care — ^it was 
not guarded against criticism. It proposed certain tests, which were not 
objected to by the minority, and therefore they are perhaps correct ; still 
they were not satis&otory to him. He would have liked that the report 
should have presented tests that would not admit of a doubt He thought 
that they should have used a larger tube, so that the contents of the 
stomach could have been ejected through it The phrase " not satisfac- 
tory'^ often occurring, was enigmatical : but these were not radical faults. 
Hie report has convinced him that in the many cases where he had used 
the sponge himself and seen its use by Dr. Green, that he had been mis- 
taken as to where it went The minority report had its faults, which 
were of a different kind from those of the majority report It is an ably 
concocted paper, but it has a radical fault It is not a report It is a 
review of the majority report, so ably and fully done that discussion was 
forestalled. As in a court of justice, it had even arrogated to itself the 
power of impeaching and throwing out testimony. It had completely 
Ignored the fatal case where all acknowledged that the tube did enter the 
trachea— one peculiariy fitted for the proposed treatment Dr. D. said that 
Dr. Anderson gave his assent to the record of facts, but did not sign the 
report because he considered it was not complete — not that he dissented 
from it The letter of Dr. Stevens merely gave a practical lesson upon 
the genera] use of nitrate of silver. Discussion will do no good — it will 
change no opinion. The subject will soon be taken up on tbe other side 
of the Atlantic, and unprejudiced persons, away from all personal feeling, 
will soon report dispassionately upon it 

Dr. Shanks did not wish the matter precipitately acted upon, until more 
time, more cases, and more tests, had been employed. Unmerited obloquy 
had been heaped upon the authors of what were called impracticable inno- 
vations. He thought the report premature and meagre, though honest 
and well meant He reviewed the past history, when a hue and cry was 
raised against Dr. G., and the operation now conceded by all was called 
an anatomical impossibility. 

Dr. J. 0, Stone considered that, as one of the Committee, he was 
called upon to reply. It had been inferred that the reason of the failure 
in passing the instrument into the trachea was a want of skill upon 
Uie part of the Committee ; but the truth was, the Committee surpassed 
the author of the paper himself, having, as may be seen in the record, 
repeatedly succeeded when Dr. G. had failed. Dr. S. then mentioned 
the instances bearing on this point He thought that the Committee 
had taught the author something, viz., that the curved probang would 

C where the nearly straight one would not He then restated the 
?sty with which he went into the investigation ; that from the over- 
whelming character of the paper, the Committee were necessarily very 
32 
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careful; and that " not aatisfaotorj ^ marked their pradenoe in gtring 
their opinion in instanceB where they should now speak more decidedly. 
Dr. Green gave no reasonable symptom why he considered the tube 
passed into Uie trachea: in certain cases he said it was in the trachea, 
but he could not say why he knew it to be so. Dr. G. had brought no 
cavities to be injected. In the only case mentioned, where the patient 
died, Dr. Stone allowed that he might have died at any moment ; that 
he did not ky much weight upon that case. The minority report curi- 
ously enough says, it discards all the Bellevue Hospital cases, and yet it 
takes all the favorable cases anct includes them in it» estimates ! 

Dr. Putting informed Dr. S, that he did not know where the in- 
strument was after this he writes a letter in which he says he eoukl 
tell when it was in the larynx and when in the oesophagus. 

Dr. Barker had listened with great patience, but hhA yet to hear the 
first argument. All will allow that in a certain number of cases under 
certain influences, the probang might be passed in a certain number of 
times, for all allow that it is practicable. They depended upon certain 
means being used, and ad preliminary, the parts adjacent should be pre- 
pared by previous treatment (Drs. Watson and Parker said it was not 
so stated in the paper.) Some ten years since, in Dr. G*s first work, this 
fiict was fully stated, and it was no more just to attempt an operation, 
omitting this preoaratory step, than would it be to attempt an operation 
for cataract, (which might have been proposed years ago.) based upon a 
prenaratoiT dilatation of the iris by means of belladonna in unction, 
omitting tnis preparation. But the fiu^t of this necessity was stated by 
Dr. G. m a paper read before the last sessbn of the State Medical Society. 

Dr. G» interrupted to state that this paper was written before the i4>- 
pointment of the Committee of this Academy, and that as the members 
of the State Society might not be supposed to be so familiar with the 
treatment as the practitioners of this city, it was thought desirable to 
•enter more fully into the subject. 

Dr. Barker was unwilling to enter upon side issues, although ready 
upon all points. He was rea^y to propound five tests, as reliable, whether 
•or not the instrument entered the trachea. 

1. The operation on the cadaver. 

2. The tests given in the original paper by T>r. Green, viz.: respiration 
through the tube, movements of floss, the inflation and collapsing of a 
bladder upon the head of a tube, not occasional or transitory as from re- 
gurgitation of air from the stomach, but regular and prolonged. 

d. Seeing the tube in trachea where the opening made by tracheo- 
tomy allowed it to be visible. 

4. Where the end of the probang might be felt externally near the 
upper edge of sternum. 

6. Where there was stricture of the oesophagus, preventing a probang's 
passing more than four inches, when dbe trachea allows it to pass ten or 
twelve. 

All these testa have been used in various cases, and some of them 
quite reoentlf. 
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Dr. MeNnlty exhibited a diagram and some specimens, with which 
he proposed to demonstrate that the method was physically impossible. 
According to him the recurrent laryngeal nerves stood ready to guard 
the approach of the trachea, and as soon as any foreign body touched 
them, they immediately gave notice, and the gates of the fortress — the 
arytenoid cartilages — ^instantly closed. He thought this Sebastopol could 
not be taken. 

Dr. A, K, Oardner thought the gentleman had proved exactly the 
opposite of what he had attempted. He had not himself come to any 
dennite opinion but if these nerves were so sensitive, and the information 
they gave so instantaneous, it seemed plausible that the importance 
ascribed by the writer of the original paper to previous modification of 
the parts is all-important The citadel might be taken by bribing the 
sentinels, by previously dulling the sensibility of these guardian nerves 
by the preparatory application of the nitrate of silver to the glottis, epi- 
glottis, ^c The watchmen would thus sleep upon their posts, and Se- 
Mstopol might be taken. 

Comparative anatomv might teach something ; at least, it would tend 
to show that if the trachea uf the lower species of creation would bear 
topical application, that of man might Chickens have a disease called 
*' pip." It is probably an inflammation of the air-passages, accompanied 
with an eflfusion of coagulable lymph. fVom the stringy appearance, it 
18 supposed by the ignorant to be ^^ worms in the wind-pipe.^' At a late 
meeting of the Farmers' Club, it was stated that these worms had been 
successfully removed by passing a blunt-pointed wire twisted like a cork- 
screw, down the trachea, constantly turning it both on entering and with- 
drawing it A patient of Dr. Green's, present, stated that he nad thrust 
t pledget of cotton fastened to a wire dipped in spirits of turpentine 
down a chicken's throat ; that the fowl died, and on the postmortem ex- 
amination, the windpipe looked well enough as far as he had thrust his 
probang, but that beyond it looked red and angry. There was little 
doubt but that these rude instruments actually entered the trachea. 

Dr. 8ayre was surprised that any one should come there to prove to 
us that it was an ** anatomical impossibility" for any foreign t>ody to 
pass into the trachea, when one of the best works published in this country, 
18 upon this very subject, '* foreign bodies in the larynx and trachea." 

Dr. 8. had no doubt that the tube could be passed into the trachea 
without producing any of the rational signs ffiven in the majority report. 
He had witnessed a case of Dr. Green's, where there was no doubt of 
this fact The instrument entered without producing any suffocative 
svmptoms. Dr. S. then closed the mouth, and held the nostrils shut, so 
tiiHt no air could in any manner enter the lunffs except through the tube. 
He was determined to test this case thoroughly The patient breathed 
thus for some ten or fifteen minutes. He then showed Mgns of suffoca- 
tion, and Dr. 8. was on the point of opening his nose and mouth, but Dr. 
Green said that the trouble arof^ from the tube's becoming stopped with 
mucus. He then blew forcibly into the tube, the patient was instantly 
relieved and remained a considerable time longer in this condition. 
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breathing without trouble through the catheter. Dr. S. could but tnut 
such convincing evidence. What benefit could be derived from injeo- 
tions through the tube he had no experience of; but of the fact of it» poa- 
sibility nothing was more evident to him. 

Dr. McNulty thought that in the case of the entrance of foreign bo- 
dies into the trachea, the epiglottis had been surprised — that a violeiit 
inspiration carried the body along with it 

Dr. Green did not wonder that anatomists declared the op^^Uon im- 
possible. Marshall Hall bad said so formerly, but had retracted ir^ and 
published to the contrary in the Western Journal, 

There were but two points for the Committee to have settled — 
whether the operation could be done, and what were the benefits. The 
first they have settled ; the second time must tell. They have stated that 
it was done in eleven cases. If in eleven, why not in a thousand ? Its 
practicability is allowed. They speak of having modified the shape <rf 
the instrument — if they have done so beneficially, I am glad. This is a 
side issue, and irrelevant ; but how absurd to say that if a tube a quar- 
ter of an inch in diameter can pass, a jprobang of the same size, made of 
soft and yielding materials, cannot. 1 shall not argue this point. There 
are men on that Committee who have done this operation a hundred 
times, and they know they have. At the meeting of this Committee a 
sponge probanfi^ of half an inch in diameter was passed both into the tra- 
chea and oesophagus. 

Dr. W, Parker rose to object to the strong personalities of the 
remarks. 

Dr. Green continued : It was not only passed but seen, in the case of 
a recent patient of one of my colleagues, with a cut throat But if my 
testimony avails nothing, neither that of many hundreds of medical men 
and members of this Academy, against the preconceived opinions of this 
Committee, shall that of Bennett and Hastings, and many others from 
abroad, be received? A member proposed waiting for opinions from 
unprejudiced persons across the water. Here they are. [Dr. G. read 
extracts from the works of Dr. Colton (of Brompton Consumption Hoa- 
pitaJt), Hastings and others.] 

The Committee strongly recommended instruments curved to corre- 
spond with a circle of six mches in diameter. K they had read my first 
work, they would have found that I there recommended a curve of four 
inches, which I then used, but which I have subsequently discarded, 
gradually lessening the curve as I have advanced down the passage. A 
curved instrument, I allow, will the most easily enter the larynx, but it will 
not pass through the vocal cords. The table of rational signs is entirely 
unr^iable ; they are the symptoms accompanying maladroit operations; 
they are svmptoms of laryngismus, mistaken for the efiects of the opera- 
tion, and m operations which have failed, by reason of the neryousness or 
want of preparation on the part of the patient 

The Committee have not made the investigation as they should have 
done. They have not followed up the cases jn which they confess that 
nitrate of silver was injected in the lungs, to note its efiects. They have 
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not accepted my inyitatioii for thero to come often, as a whole or siogly, 
to my office, and witness the repeated operation — more than forty oases 
hare been treated in this manner since this paper was read. They did 
not, at Bellevue, examine to see what became of this nitrate of silver in« 
jected. Dr. Heller, of Germany, has examined the blood and nrine care- 
ftiHy, without finding any trace of the salt, bat from the fisBces, in the form 
of a chloride the whole amonnt has been obtained. 

The remarks were here interrupted by a series of questions respectbg 
ilM title of the paper^-^he injection of eamHes of the lungs. 

Dr. Watson asked if he had erer proposed injecting cavities. 

Dr. B, 8. Kissam wished to know if when he threw the nitrate of 
nlver into the lungs, it was for the purpose <^ entering the cavities f 

Dr. Grsen stated that he had not injected into the lungs for the pur- 
jx)se of injecting the cavities, but only to allay the bronchial inflamma- 
tion and consequent irritation around. 

Dr. G., in answer to inquiries as to what he meant by ^ bronchial divi- 
sions,*' said that he meant the bronchial divisions of the trachea, more 
properly tracheal divisions ; and when asked whether he could throw an 
mjection into the right or left side at willy replied that he had done so, 
and could do so again. 

After some time spent in questions and answers, Dr. Green went on 
to say that the paper was neither hastily nor heedlessly adopted, but 
was the result m years of candid thought and examination. 

Dr. Willard Parker re^^retted to see any personality. It was the firrt 
that he knew of any enemies of Dr. Greeti, or of any systematic opposi- 
tion. He knew that he felt none ; he could answer for his colleagues 
that there was none in the Committee. It was as fair a Committee as 
was ever made, and they had entered upon and discharged their duties in 
entire good faJth. When he heard the paper read, he looked upon it as 
a credit to the author, and to New York surgery. He thought it true ; 
but he has investigated it, and now knows that it is not true. He would 
say, however, that he considered the author honest and truthful, doubt- 
less believing sincerely that he does what he says ; but he is deceived. 
There is no mistaking this. It is as clear as the sun. The papers are 
given to the worid, and it will soon be settled by their voice. The £u« 
ropean world can have no feeling upon the matter. The truth was all 
he sought, and time will tell this. 

He has no doubt that there is much in ^teaching'* the throst, and 
he is willing to concede that injections can be thrown into the lungs ; 
and that the credit is due to our associate member. He knows nothing 
of the cu^ 6otio. He goes heart and hand for the truth, that is all that is 
wanted. Dr. Green is honest, but there is no utility in my going to his 
office and seeing his patients. We were both in a false position. Before 
his patients we could not talk or examine the operations, appear to doubt, 
far less deny their success. That is why we went to Bellevue, because 
we had more freedom. 

Dr. Watson said that he had understood that some of the patients 
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whose lungs were said to be injected, were siad to be purged violently. 
Inquired if it was so. 

I)r. Gunn said that a lady acquaintance and patient of Dr. Green's 
was purged every time after she went to Dr. G.'s; and she said her lungs 
were injected. 

Dr. ieadle moved that the Committee rise and report, and recommend 
that the subject be laid upon the table. 

Dr. Sayre moved, as an amendment, to postpone the discussion until 
the Ist of next July, by which time the results of all cases under treat- 
ment could be decided, and the Academy could then vote upon the subject. 

Dr. Beadle thought that the Academy could not adopt the report of a 
Committee, and that further discussion will not result in any good, and 
that there will be no use in calling another committee. 

Dr. Barker dissented from this opinion. 

It was then moved and carried, tnat the Committee rise and report to 
the Academy that they have had the subject unda* discussion, and that 
they have come to the unanimous conclusion to lay it on the table. 

The Committee of the Whole then rose and reported to the Academy 
that, having considered and discussed the subject referred to, it recom- 
mended the Academy to lay the subject on the table. 

The report of the Conmiittee was adopted, and the subject accordingly 
laid on the table. 

The Academy thep adjourned, after midnight, and with the thermo- 
meter about 90^. 



NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

BY £. LEB JONES, M. D., SBCRBTA^Y. 

Regular Meeting, Mag, 23, 1855. {Continued from last No,) Dr- 
Sewall presented .a specimen of eccentric hypertrophy of the heart, re- 
moved from a man 64 years old. He had been attended for about a 
year. When first visited, he had much dyspnoea at times, increased on 
exertion, but was able to work. A bellows-murmur was then percepti- 
ble. Three weeks since, anasarca was first observed, and rapidly in- 
creased until his death. During this time he suffered constantly and 
intensely from dyspnoea, and was unable to sleep more than fifteen min- 
utes at a time. As soon as he was fairly asleep, he would start up with 
a strong sense of impending suffocation. The most comfortable po«ti<m 
was leaning forward and supporting himself on two chairs. He never 
had rheumatism, cough, or bloody expectoration. Post-mortem^ six- 
teen hours alter death : No rigor mortis ; temperature of trunk not far 
from that of health ; lungs somewhat congested ; considerable effusion 
in pleural cavity ; no adhesions to the pericardium, which contained not 
more than half an ounce of fluid, and was entirely smooth and healthy 
everywhere. Heart, bypertrophied ; aortic valves thickened, atheroma- 
tous deposit abundant ; right auricle greatly distended ; in parts, very 
thin ; valves of right side, healthy ; weight, eighteen ounces. Kidneys, 
of natural size ; beneath peritoneal coat, numerous cysts, about size of a 
pea, which contained a yellowish fluid ; and within one of the kidneys 
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wa» a cyst of the size of a marble. Dr. Sewall asked for an explanation 
of the continuance of the natural temperature of the body. 

In answer to the inquiry of Dr. S.^ as to the explanation of the con- 
tinuance of the temperature of the body, Dr. Clark referred to the re- 
marks made by him when the subject of cholera was under discussion ; 
and, as his remarks were not reported, he would, with the consent of the 
Society, repeat them : As we know, he observed, that in inferior ani- 
mals when the cerebral nervous system dies, the reflex system often re- 
mains in acUvity for hours after, there is no violence in the supposition 
that the sympathetic system may survive both the others ; and as this 
presides over the circulation, and is distributed to the capillary vessels 
everywhere, it might be supposed that some ch^ges regarded as vital, 
may take place after the signs of general death had existed for some 
time. Among these, it is easiest to suppose that chemical action, which 
produces the animal temperature may be prominent If it be objected 
to this view, that, as the respiration has ceased, there is no new supply 
of oxyffen, it may be borne m mind that the cooling agents are much 
diminished by that very suspension of the respiration ; and that there- 
fore the oxygen already in the system may produce more appa- 
rent heat than during life. This view derives support from the iact 
that in the bodies of persons dying of cholera, and sometimes of other 
diseases, it is evident that the reflex nervouQ system does not die with 
the cerebral, since muscular movements are excited on stimulation for 
hours after apparent death. Also, a fact, which appears to be well es- 
tablished, that in those bodies in which this maintenance of animal tem- 
perature is observed, the process of putrefaction is unusually slow. 

Dr. Clark presented a specimen of waxy liver^ the track of a iinui 
from the pleural cavity of the right side to the umlnlicuSy secondary ab- 
scess of the lungs, and bronchial glands. No scrofulous predisposition ; 
no syphilis^ or mercurial influence ; adhesions of the lungs to the dia- 
phragm ; probably old pleuritic abscess ; no dropsy. The patient, Cath- 
arine O'Mally, Ireland, seL 38, was admitted into Bellevue Hospital in 
Oct 1 853, and entered on the loard book (as informed by Dr. Craig^ 
House Physician at the time of her admission) as *' pregnant, having 
phthisis, umbilical abscess." She complained much of pain in the side 
and chest She was delivered Oct 29th ; child weighed 4^ lbs., and 
died in Januair 1854. She does not seem to have any hereditary tend- 
ency to tubercles ; has had cough for three years, and has expectorated 
thick, purulent matter, occasionally stained with blood ; night-sweats at 
times. The fistula is known to have existed for one year and two 
months, with slight discharge of pus. Has had no swellings or other 
disease of joints or lymphatic glands ; denies ever having Eaving had 
syphilis, or ever taking mercury to any extent ; but of this she would 
not be likely to be well informed. She had no dropsical effusion in the 
abdomen during life, and only about a pint of serum was found after 
death. She has had lately some swelling of the feet, perhaps for some 
time ; urine not examined. Died, aft^r s^ering from ttie above and sore 
mouth, May 18, 1855. The hospital record says she had been four times 
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pregnant Sbe was never married. It is now more than probable that 
ner statement as to never having syphilis is untrue. Four pregnancies 
in an unmarried woman implies risk Post-mottem esBamination : The 
/wn^^ contained a great number of white spots, rounded, varying in sise 
from that cf No. 1 shot to that of a pea ; some chistered, some single. 
Each of these spots, when cut into, discharged a Kttle whitish pus. They • 
occurred in both lungs, and equally in the different lobes. In the bron- 
chial glands, the deposits of pus were much larger, some of them con- 
taining half a drachm. At the base of the left lung, near the median 
line, were two irregular, fleshy-looking masse;*, or tumors, one as large 
as the last joint of the thumb, the other twice as large, which, when cut 
into, were found filled with pus. These lay between the lung and dia- 
phrarai, anterior to the oesophagus. Over the spleen were scattered yel- 
lowish white spotf*, which had wholly the appearance of tubercles ; but 
Dr. Sands reports that they contain and are made up wholly of inspis- 
sated pus. A few other purulent deposits were found in diff^ent parts. 
The lungs were adherent to the diapnrflgm on both sides firmly. On the 
right side the adhesion was so intimate, in all the anterior half of the 
diaphragm, as to render the separation impossible, except by the knife. 
At the anterior and inner angle of this space commenced a sinus, which 
had thickened cartilaginous walls, penetrating the diaphragm, running 
between the liver and inner face of the diaphragm to the lower edge of 
the liver, then by a membranous channel to the umbilicus, when it 
opened externally. This sinus commenced in a cavity of moderate size, 
at the lower and anterior portion of the right lung ; whether wholly 
pleural, it is not now ea^j to ascertmn. The adhesions of the lung in 
the neighborhood of this cavity were very strong. These appearances 
suggest the idea that, some time, the woman had pleurisy witn purulent 
effusion ; that the pus had forced its escape through the diaphragm to 
the umbilicus ; that adhesions followed this evacuation, and that these 
adhesions, except when kept up by the irritation of the sinus, had al- 
ready broken down. The liver had undergone material changes. Gon- 
t sklerably enlarged, plump, its edges rounded, weight about seven pounds, 
it was a good specimen of the waxy or scrofulous liver. On section, it 
had nothing of the usual hepatic appearance, but was smooth, showing 
no vessels, mottled by alternaUons of reddish yellow and brownish por- 
tions. It had the appearance of wax, or of a section of sunfish. It was 
not very firm. It was waxy degeneration not yet complete. On miicro- 
scopie examination^ the brown portions showed no cells but such as are 
peculiar to the waxy liver ; the yellowish parts contained these cells and 
also some of the normal hepatic cells, a portion of which were mode- 
rately fatty. Adhesions had taken place on eveiy side of the liver. The 
diaphragm, anterioriy and above, seemed by the growth of the liver to 
have b^n stretched downward upon it. The intestines and stomach 
were so attached below, that they seemed an appendage to the liver, and 
required careful direction to separate them. The kidneys had the 
color of Bright's disease, weighing together fifteen ounces; the cells 
were moderately fatty, and the fibers were increased. 
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Dr. Chnrk then edtiHtAd a specimen of Ifttngn muob affected vn&k 
tm h er cuh iie; a canity at Uie top of eaoh. No cough; delirium ire- 
fiuns ; fatty Iwer. No tubercalous cachexia. 

Theee lunga (the iaferior lobe of each remoYtd) ahow cavkiea, aa 
lai|^ $B a bntterniit in one and as large as a hen's egg in the other, Hned 
by a &lse membrane. The whole organ on each side was pretty hearilj 
laden with tnbereular deposit. In the upper lobe in each, about the eav^ 
Ity, are abundant, large miliary deposits, not softened. In the middle 
lobe of the right, considerable masses, softened in the centers, so as to 
leave small carities, varying from the size of a small pea to that of a 
beaa. In each of the inferior lobes there were numerous ffrains of tn* 
berclea ae large as a double buckshot, not softened. The \m upper lobe 
waa at the time of removal deddedly heavy from tubercular deposit ; not 
less than three times iu natural weight The other lobes are greatly 
incraased in weight. Yet this woman was under observation e^teeii 
days, and was not known to cough during that time. 

. She waa about 80 years old ; admitted into Bellevue Hospital on tho 
11th of last month. Her history is unsatisfaosory ; she confesses she had 
been freely drinking. She was a lar^, stout woman, probably weighs 
ing 160 lbs. ; mind at the time of admission in a nervous, irregular way» 
and did not remember much of her antecedents. Her dingy hue induced 
Dr. C. to examine the liver. It was large, descending to the level of the 
umbilicus, smooth on its svrface and r^^ular in its ontHae. It was con* 
sidered fiittj. She slept but little the first night, and the third day after 
admission, was fully delirious. The delirium was obstinate, and continued 
for ten days, when she fell into a typhoid state, with n<»seless, speechless 
dementia, and in this condition <6ed, on the 1 Stk day after admission. 
The treatment consisted of opium, in moderate dose^ food, and laxatives ; 
and in the typhoid state stimulants. Postmortem JSxamination revealed 
nothing of importance beyond a fatty state of the liver ; this organ weigh- 
ing seven lbs. ; the condition of the lunffs above described ; the intestines 
much inflated, but not inflamed; a slight yellow stain of all the tiyues. 
The brain was carefully examined, but, beyond very moderate serous effh- 
aion on the surface under the arachnoid, a couple of drachms of serum 
in each lateral ventricle, blanched appearance of the choroid plexus, con- 
siderable punctate redness on section, and white lines along the borden 
of the larger vessels on the surface of the organ, nothing was found. 

Dr. Clark next presented a specimen showing an exiraordinttry eofi- 
genital foramen in the auricular eeptum ; hypertrophy with dilatation 
of the right ventricle ; s<MDe disease of the pulmonary valves, also of the 
mitral ; aorta small ; pulmonary artery large. The UH»nan aUained the age 
oiforty-mnCy and had mi^oyed tolerable health, Roeaono Cole, Germany, 
aged 49, was admitted into Bellevue Hospital about the 1st of May. She 
earned her living by making paper boxes in a matdi factory, and had 
puiBued her occupation till within a few months of her admission. At 
the time of her entrance in the Hoepital| she labored for breath ; her conn-* 
tenance was almost purple. She sat up in bed, because she could not 
breathe lying down. Her intellect waa obtuse, and her account of her- 
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self confbsdd and ooDtradiclory. She had not been a hard drinker. live 
yean ago she had rheumatism slightly ; does not know how long her 
heart has troubled her, but had palpitation seven years before that time. 
Phytical Examination : Apex of the heart is felt six inches to the left of 
the median line and nearer the axilla than its proper lerel; some prominence 
of the pnecordial space. The contractions of the heart and pul«e were 
rather feeble and irregular. A murmur was heard, at times, over about 
the middle region of the enlarged precordial space, feeble. There was 
indistinct pulsation in the veins of the neck. The lungs were loaded 
with bronchial mucus, giving a great variety of riiles over ue whole chest, 
and in the region of the heart, so loud as to obscure the heart sounds alto- 
gether ; bronchitis. She died ten days after admission. PostmorUm : 
The heart weighed twenty-one oz. The right ventricle was greatly dilated, 
so that it would hold from eight to twelve ounces of f uid. The walk 
were much thickened, so that this cavity was mistaken by several physi- 
cians present for the left ventricle. The pectini muscles were greatly 
enlarged, also the fleshy columns, but to a less extent The tricuspid 
▼alve appeared to be healthy. The pulmonary valves seemed to be suffi- 
cient, but were irregularly thickened by a patchy fibrinous deposit on 
their inner face, — ue posterior more loaded than the rest, though none 
were healthy. This deposit was most abundant on the inferior half of 
the valves. Mitral valves warty, hard, and thickened by deposit of the 
same material ; whether it was sufficient, was uncertain. 

In the inferior portion of the auricular septum^ was an immense con^ 
genital opening^ permitting free communication between the auricles with- 
out the least attempt to K)rm a valve. This opening began at the base 
of the mitral valve below, and extended upward into the septum an inch 
and a quarter. Being nearly round, its transverse diameter was also 1} 
inches. The edges were perfectly rounded and fleshy, giving every eri* 
dence of beine an original defect in the formation of the heart The 
lower half-inch of the septum, as it ends in the upper border of the 
fom^r, is covered with a layer of fibrous membrane, organized and firmly 
adherent The foramen ovale, f inch above the opening, is closed^ as it 
commonly is in the adult heart Left ventricle was of normal size, the 
walls slightly hypertrophied. The aortic valves were perfectly healthy 
and sufficient The aorta was small, measuring, when pressed down flat, 
exactly one inch across ; the pulmonary artery large ; when treated in 
the same way, it measured one inch and three-quarters, though at the 
yalves it is barely over an inch. 

Some of the following items of history have been obtained anoe the 
patient's death : She h^ enioyed tolerable health up to about a year 
ago, and had been of blue color — so say her step-daughters, who lived 
with her. About a year ago, she began to find that she could no longer 
lie down in bed. Still, she continued her work until a month since, wbm 
she began to cough ; have difficult breathing ; became blue in the face, 
and her feet swelled. These symptoms all remained, and increased till 
her death. 

Dr. Livingston presented a specimen of Uterine Hydaiidi. At 
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about 3, P. M., on Saturday last, he was summoned in haste to see Mrs. 
M*G., of 3 2d St. On his way to the house, he learned from her husband, 
that she supposed herself to be some four or five months advanced in 
pregnancy ; and that during the last six wt-eks, she had suffered repeated 
attacks of hemorrhage, but her physician, regarding it only as a disposi- 
tion to misoarriase, treated it accordingly. About an hour previous, she 
was attacked with a very violent and aiarminff hemorrhage^ which was 
prostrating her very fast Upon reaching the house, she was found re* 
dining upon a couch, soaked in blood, a large pool upon the floor, and a 
chamber vessel more than half filled. She was much exhausted, pulse 
scarcely perceptible, skin cold and clammy, features pallid, and thirst 
intense. It was with the greatest difficulty she was induced to be re- 
moved to a bed, so great was her dread of the slightest movement, lest it 
should cause a return of the hemorrhage. On examination^ the uterus 
was found enlarged to about the normal size of a five month's pregnancy. 
The OS was slightly patulous. She had never felt foetal life, and he (Dr. 
L.^ was unable to make out the presence of a foetus. She was ordered 
milk punch with a raw egg beat up in it ; and, as the hemorrhage had not 
entirely ceased, the va^na was plog^d. 

She was visited again at about 9 in the evening. Her strength had 
come up finely. The hemorrhage was completely arrested, and, for the 
last hour, regular pains had recurred until now they were quite severe. 
At her ureent entreaty, the tampon was removed. The os was now dilated 
so as to admit the point of the index finger ; and, as the true nature of the 
case was by this time very clear, by means. of a small sooop, and after a 
labor of more than an hour, he succeeded in emptying the uterus of more 
than two quarts of hydatids. The patient is now (fifth day) conva- 
lescent 

The principal interest in this case is, that the adventitious mass con- 
tains a larger portion of adipose matter, and was much more firmly adhe- 
rent to the lining membrane of the uterus, than is usually found to exist 
in such cases. 

It may also be stated that the patient suffered for a long time from 
injuries received in an instrumental delivery some two years since. She 
says that she has never been well since that time. 

Dr. FinntU presented a UsHcle weighing seven lbs., removed by him 
from a gentleman 70 yeus of age, of robust constitution. Its ^wth 
was first observed twelve years since, and apparently commenced m the 
cord on the left side. For the last six months the lower portion of the 
mass has been rapidly increasing. He has never experienced any pain, or 
other inconvenience than that occasioned by its size and weight It is 
probably cancerous in its nature. 

Dr. Willard Parker remarked, that two kinds of tumors are observed 
in these parts, — those in which the testicle is first involved and is malig- 
nant in Its nature ; and those in which the disease commences in the 
eord, leaving the te^de free. Some twelve years aso he removed a mass 
weiffhing fourteen lbs., the oord being the seat of disease, the testide 
itseff not being implicated. Six months after, there was a return of the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



400 Editorial. [Angnst, 

disease on the stem of the cord, and the re-prodnced g;rowth extended 
nnder the peritoneum. He operated again, and Uie patient has remained 
well erer since. He also removed a mass fK>m a patient !n Bellevne Hospi- 
tal : in this case, the testicle was not diseased, — the cord only, llie 
tumor weighed ^^ lbs. 

Dr. Hoffman removed a similar mass at the Gty Hospital, weighing 
six or seven pounds. The testicle Hie thinks) was not involved. WherB 
the disease commences in the testicle, he had never seen the patient Kve 
longer than 1^ years — it does no good to operate, the disease recurs in 
other parts of the body. He never knew a case where the testicle was 
implicated, to continue so long as the one before the Society. 



Nw> York Academy of Medicine. — ^The July meeting was principally oecn- 
pied with the discuaaioa upon the majority and minority reports oo the paper 
read before the Academy in DeeemU^r laat. entiUed, *< An lDJ«eti4Mi of the 
Bronchial Tubes «id Tnbere«lar Cavtiiea of the Lanfa.** The diaeaaiion waa 
ealm, dL«paaeioiiate» aad, for tha most part, free f^om unpleaaani persoaalitiea. 
In the way of argument but little waa oflfered that was not to be found In 
one or other report, which seem to have presented the whole subject as at pree- 
ent known to the profession. It was coDceded that, under certain eon^ 
ditioDs, flexible tubes could be passed into the trachea, and that the hooor of 
their introduction is due to Dr. Green : but, at the same time, it waa demon- 
strated that even Dr. Green had failed in the introduction of the tube with a 
small curvature (his own instrument), in ninety. two per cent of the trials before 
the committee. The tube with large curvature, as used by Dr. L E. Taylor 
waa introduced successfully in eight out of thirteen eaae% ao that Dr. Grean 
may be said to have been beaten upon hia own ground. With regard to the in- 
Irodnction of the sponge probang below the vocal chords, Dr. M*NaHy conlend* 
ed that the operation was impracUcable, in eoDsequence of tiie anatomical atrao- 
ture of the Urynx, which he demonstrated by meana of a wet preparation and 
large drawing. He atated that he had been in the frequent habit of cauteriziog 
the larynx, as he supposed, by means of the armed probang, but he waa con- 
vinced that he had never passed the inatrument into the larynx, but into the oeso- 
phagus. Dr. Greea made a long statement in defenae of his propoaitiona, in 
which he did little more than reiterate the arguments set forth in hia paper ; he 
aecomnted for hia failurea before tbeooBHBitt«fe from the f^ of the patienta net 
having been previously prepared for the operatioD, aa is his custom, and also firon 
the mental perturbation and nervonsneas resulting ftom the preaence of an 
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VQUsaally large nnmber to witDeas the operatiao. In reply to an ioqniry by 
Dr. Watson, whether he (Dr. G ) had ever injected tnbercolar cavitiee, he 
•tatedy that he did not timm to have done 90^ bot bad merely tnggeeted the idea 
that it might be done. Yet we find his paper entitled **• On Injeetiona into To- 
bercalar Cavities.** Dr. Green stated that this title had been appended by Dr 
S. H. Parker, editor of the ^ Amerlean Medieal Monthly.** When reminded 
that the same title is affixed to bis paper read before the Bute Medfcal Society, 
be stated that it was copied firom the published paper. Dr. Green expressed 
great snrprise that the committee shonld have doubted the practicability of 
passing the armed probang below the vocal chords, while they admitted that 
flexible tabes could be introduced. He had the assurance to state, that the 
committee well knew that the probang could be so passed, and that some of 
them had often passed it themselves. When asked, whether he could direct 
the tubes into the right or left bronebus tu wtU^ he contended that he could do 
so; but his explanation of the method did not seem to satisfy the Academy. 
He closed his statement by aHnsioo to the opposition he had met with since 
be had first put forth his claims to priority ; commented on the acknowledg- 
ment of those claims in England, expressed his determination to persevere in 
ih» attempt to establbh them, and his willingness even to die in defense of the 
truth. Dr, Gunn stated that a patient of his had been under treatment by 
Dr. Green, by ii^'ection of the bronchi, as was asserted ; but that every such 
injection had been followed by very profuse diarrhna. Dr. Gunn was induced, 
from that to suppose, that the injections were thrown into the stomach instead 
of the bronchi The discussion was protracted until a very late hour, when 
tlie whole subject was laid upon the table. The sense of the Academy, so 
far aa could be judged, was strongly in fiivor of the mi^ty report We 
think there are but few Fellows of the Academy who would be willing to en- 
dorse this practice, much less to have the operation performed upon them- 
selves. We have no doubt but that the result of these proceedhigs will be to • 
increase the notoriety of Dr. Green Mdth the public, and thus aid his clientelle; 
but we question very much whether they will at all improve his standing 
with the profession. 

J. G. A. 



Mingrap^iral Snta. 



Clinical Lectures en the Diseases of Women and Children. By Guir- 
viMO S. Bedford, A. M., M. D., Prof, of Obstetrics and the Diseases 
of Women and Children and Clinical Midwifery, in the Uni?eraity of 
New York. New York : S. S. A W. Wood, 1866, pp. MZ. 

Tbesb Lectures form a yolame of more than five hundred psges, pub- 
lished in an attractive form by the well-known firm of the Woods. From 
the preface we learn tbat the *^ yolume contains but an epitome, ai it 
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were, of the yaHous maladies peculiar to women and children, which 
have been discussed and treated in the cliniqi^e," which " has been in 
constant and successful operation from October, 1850, until the present 
time ; and with the exception of six weeks, is held on every Moodaj 
throughout the year.'' 

During this period of time. Dr. Bedford assures us that there haje 
been ^ over eight thousand cases of diseases " presented to the class. 

This seems at first sight to be a startling assertion ; but it is one which 
our observation and calculation lead us to credit implicitly ; for even if 
we do not include the six Mondays when no public lectures are given, the 
number would demand but an average attendance of about thirty- four 
patients; and when we recall to mind the two crowded waiting-rooms 
filled with women and children (many of whom had waited for hours), 
we feel able to appreciate what must seem difficult of belief to those un- 
acquainted with the opportunities for clinical instruction afforded by the 
character of the population of New York and its environs. 

Dr. Bedford states that these Lectures ^ have been reported by compe- 
tent gentlemen just as they have been delivered at the time — in one 
word, they are a faithful representation of what occurs in the clinique.** 

It is obvious, however, that the public is not presented with other 
than a careful selection from the two hundred and thirty Lectures deliv- 
ered since the establishment of the clinique, and moreover, since these 
Lectures have already been printed in a medical journal, they cannot 
claim the same indulgence necessarily to be extended to clinical lectures 
as generally published. 

The advantafifes of the opportunity for correcting typographical and 
verbal errors which had crept into the medical journal, have not been lost 
sight of ; as is especially noticeable in the prescriptions, though it is to 
be regretted that the Professor does not adhere even more strictly to the 
nomenclature of the Dispensatory. 

The importance of clinical ins^ction is now too well recognized to 
need any arguments in its favor ; but, that American students should be 
offered such opportunities for informing themselves practically and de- 
monstratively or the diseases peculiar to .women, may well excite the 
astonishment even of members of the profession who have attained ad- 
mission to L'Ourcine or St Lazare. 

Reference to the contents will show a list of cases surprising in its ex- 
tent, variety, and importance; and embracing examples of all the diseases 
necessary to the ordinary practitioner of medicine ; as well as many of 
the greatest rarity to the specialist — as for example, Physometra, operat- 
ed on Buccessfully before the class. We are led, to say successfully, 
because the best evidence was afforded by the return of the patient some 
time after ; a point in the history of this case, as well as in many others 
which would not be appreciable to the casual reader, from the arrange- 
ment of the book; though careful perusal, and . reference to the Index, 
will show a degree of success in the management of difficult cases hi^- 
ly creditable to the Professor. 

It is not to be supposed that the volume before us contains solely the 
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off-haiid, extemporaneous remafks of Dr. Bedford on the cases as ihej 
presented themselves for the first time to him in the room. He hims^f 
repeatedly alludes to his previoas careful study of certain cases, while 
they are relieved in many instances by the introduction of apposite histo- 
ries of others previously under his observation, and already published. 
The)^ are also portions which smell of the lamp, and betoken elaborate 
preparation, as for example, in the introductory remarks to sec. vii. 

In this course. Dr. Bedford has done what every clinical lecturer wor- 
thy of respect, and claates, must necessarily do ; what every great orator 
has always done. 

But thel ectures, for the most part, have the unmistakeable evidence of 
the impressive, energetic, enthusiastic, and showy style of oratory pecu- 
liar to Dr. Bedford, and familiar to all who have attended his lectures; 
and while engaged with either of his favorite topics, he is sure to warm 
with the subject We refer to his earnest, heart felt desire to teach his 
students to look beyond what is merely evident to superficial observers ; 
and to trace effects to causes ; and to depend for their main happiness 
on the gratification of using their attainments for the relief of sufiering, 
and thereby securing *' the blessings of those who are ready to perish.'' 

We might introduce many pages to illustrate our meaning ; but we 
confine ourselves to one extract, as presenting both favorite topics at 
once ; and one that we would be willing to pledge ourselves is reported 
word for word as delivered. 

When presenting to the class a patient blanched by flooding from po- 
lypus of lue womb, he impresses the importance of the disease and its 
treatment on the class in tne following manner. 

Suppose, for instance, a patient should consult you under the followuig 
drcu instances :— She informs you that for the last year she has suffered from 
profuse losses of blood from the vagina. She has consulted numerous physic 
clans, and has had administered to her every variety of medicine. She has 
employed a dozen astringent injections, and all without relief. The constant 
dram on her system has not failed to show its effecU; her strength is gone— 
her face is blanched — her digestive powers almost destroyed — cold feet and 
hands— a circulation so feeble that her palse can scarcely be felt — the slightest 
exercise producing palpitation, vertigo, syncope. In a word, she appeam before 
you a perfect wreck ; and to the ordinary observer, her case is wthout hope. 
Her measure of suffering is indeed full. She is surrounded by all the luxury 
that wealth can procure; but, prostrated by disease, and nowhrought to the 
verge of the tomb, by a malady that-has resisted all treatment, she would fer- 
vently pray for death, did not the htrong and sacred ties of nature tell her that 
she has something besides herself to live for. She thinks of her husband and 
children — the former devoted and kind — ^the latter young and helpless, at an 
age, too, when they are most dependent upon a mother^s care. 

These feelings touch her heart deeply, and she makes a last effort to re- 
gain her hfsUh, in the trust that she may be spared to her family. It iSf 
therefore. Gentlemen, in cases like these, when all earthly hope is cut ofl^ and 
a lingering death is in prospect, that you may be summoned to give an 
opinion. You must investigate most carefully the whole history of the ease. 
You direct your attention to the uterus— a vaginal examination is instituted— 
and you find projecting through the mouth of the womb a small tumor, insen- 
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sible to the touch, witli ito bMe downward, and ita padide apward, altaebcd 
to acme portioa of the interoal aurlkoe of the orgao : it ia a poiypaa. Tkia ia 
the disfjaae ; the floodiog baa been oecaeioned by it alone ; and aa long aa the 
poljpU8 is Buffered to remain, ao loog precisely will the hsBmorrhage or drain 
be Kept up, until finally the patient aioka from absolute exhauatioo. You 
therefore pr<»c ed, without delay, to remove the polypus: the blood ceaaea to 
flow, the drain is closed, and, by Tour scienee and skill, the patient ia not only 
rescued from impending danger, but she ia restored to health and the boeom 
of her family. She looks upon yon aa the kind friend who, with the sanction 
of Heaven, has arrested her progreaa to the ^ve. On her heart are impreaaed 
feelinga of abiding gratitude for the aervicea rendered in the hour of need ; 
and aa long as that heart ahall continue to beat, it will do ao in grateful re- 
membrance o^ one who has been the humble instrument of prolonging the life 
of a cheri8hed wife and mother, and dispensing happiness on those so depen- 
dent on her fare. Such a victory would, indeed, be one of priceless value, 
and such a conquest truly worthy of the ambition of a scientific practitioner. 

Believe not, Gentlemen, that I have preaented you an extravagant picture. 
It is Mi of truth ; and when you ahall have become engaged in practice, yon 
will have exhibited to your observation many of the same character. If yoiv 
mtnda be properly imbued with the prineiplea of obstetric science, eases aocii 
aa I have described, should ihey be confided to your care, will prove the foun- 
dation stone of your fame and fortune. 

He then gives in classical order aome renuffks on the cauBea,8ymptom8, 
diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of polypoe; when in the presence of 
the class, he removes it with a pair of forceps ; and then narrates a high- 
ly instructive case of hia succeaaful treatment of a polypos mistaken fix 
cancer of the womb. 

Now, the extract given above, will convey, in onr judgment^ a Catthfbl 
example of Dr. Bedford's extemporaneous style of lecturing, and will alao 
give one reason for the size of the book. 

But it is impossible not to see that a student hearing of polypus uteri 
for the first time, and listening to such language, and witnessing such 
practice, must forever retain spund views of the danger, diagnoeis, and 
treatment of the disease. Many such instancea could be introduced if we 
had the time and space. 

But we refer our readers to p. 276, for the report of a case of Falling 
of the Bladder in a married woman, a^d twenty-five years," which may 
aerve as an admirable specimen of an mteresting and mstructive clinicfu 
examination of a case. The symptoms are elicited by an amusing and 
playful cross-examination, which might be read with profit by a roman- 
cer, and with keen appreciation by the practitioner ; and when once they 
are obtained, the diagnosis is made in a masterly manner, and demon- 
strated to the c1a<^ by placing the patient on the bed, displaying the 
meatus urinarius, introducing a catheter, pushing it outward and down- 
ward, and proving to the eye that it pressed against the finger, the veu- 
cal structures alone intervening. 

Such a lesson to a class is invaluable. To say that all could not aee it, 
ia to say that the demonstration of nerves and arteries in the anatomical 
theater is useless, or that the performance of the majority of operations in 
our hospitals is profitless to the student on the benches. 
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While, howeyer, we are deeirous of applying this iUnstration to all the 
operations which the Professor has performed on the genital organs of the 
female, and are willing to include the operation for fistula in ano, which 
can scarcely be considered a disease peculiar to women, — we cannot see 
the advantage of speculum examinations in presence of such a class. 

Though it is certain that there are women willing to submit to any 
exposure, yet the introduction of a speculum is so simple a matter as not 
to need such demonstration ; for the teacher cannot instruct the class in 
the exact manipulation necessary to embrace the os uteri favorably in 
particular cases (which appears to us to be the sole difficulty to a well- 
informed student) ; and it is impossible for any one to see the structures 
revealed, unless he be placed m advantageous proximity to the instru- 
ment 

Classes for the study of uterine disease must be small, in order that 
any benefit may accrue from actual demonstration. 

The only instruction conveyed by the use of this instrument in his 
clinique seems to us to have been the fact that exposure was shown to be 
unnecessary. 

Many cases were presented to the class, which practitioners are accus- 
tomed to treat with pessaries, and the various forms and methods are ap- 
propriately described. Dr. Bedford is very sparingin the use of this in- 
strument, and while signalizing the evils which they may occasion, does 
not omit to allude to the remarkable immunity from annoyance observed 
in some cases. 

We remember hearing from Dr. Shekleton, of the Dublin Lying-in 
Hospitaly of a curious case m point 

A woman entered in labor, and the pupil on duty failed to determine 
the presentation, and sent for the doctor, who, with much trouble, remov- 
ed a flat, perforated, box- wood pessary, the presence of which had been 
forgotten by the patient. It had been introduced before her pregnancy. 

The doctor's favorite pessary is the india-rubber ball, with a hole to 
admit the escape and introduction of air. He does not allude to the an- 
noyances which we have witnessed in our practice from the use of this 
instrument viz.: the admission within the ball of vaginal mucus, and its 
foul condition after a short period of time. 

The intra-uterine pessaries are not recommended; and, indeed, we 
are satisfied from observation that they are rarely of benefit, and we 
have seen the uterus ulcerated and utterly intolerant of their presence ; 
and while. we would hesitate to resort to their use, vet we can never for- 
get the testimony of several of Dr. Simpson's patients, that they were 
bed and sofa-ridden for years, and that practitioner after practitioner 
failed to procure relief until the introduction of what Robert Lee, of 
London, irreverently styled the ** impaling machine." One lady, we re- 
member, whom we saw in Dr. Simpson's office, told us that she had just 
returned from a walk to the top of '* Arthur's Seat," and that previously 
to the use of the intra-uterine pessary, she had been bed-ridden. 

The remarks of our author on uterine displacements are sound, prac- 
33 
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iieal, and temperate^-Tefging to no «itrttii« of optDt<m, bat displaying a 
oarefol appreciation of all tl^ prominant Tiews of the subject. 

In enforcing tbe oertaintj of the teet of ballottement, be migbt baTe 
alliided to tbose rare eaaee of deception from displacement of tbe ute- 
rus, as in tbe case of ante-flexion given by Depauk 

The much-vexed question of nlo^ration of tbe cervix receives tbe 
attention which it merits. In laferoice to this subject our author re- 
marks: 

It is to be regretted that medical men, like others in the vaiious walks of 
life, are apt In their disoussions to be arrayed by pride of opinion, and !n- 
fluenoed too mneh by love of victory. Truth is often obeevired by such 
motives, and eonaeqaentiy a serioua check given to the healthy progreea of 
scientific inquiry. 

A fact which must be admitted bv all who cAImly watch the discua- 
sions which agitate tbe medical world. 

Tbe fallacies of Dr. West's arguments in bis recent work, are well 
summed up in tbe following sentence : 

It is not, in my judgment, logical to measure patholo^cal changes by 
the peculiar physiologioiu or anatomical condition of a part in health. 

The vascular tumor of the meatus was pres^ted to the class on two 
oceasi^ms. On p. 66, Dr. Bedford advises ita removal witb curved sciaeors, 
and says, ^ This is all which will be necessary." 

We regret that Dr. B. did not enter more fully into this subject, for 
certainly the general experience of the profession witb this disease ren- 
ders most persons unwiliing to assume the responsibility of thus guaran- 
teeing a cure. On the contrary, several cases present tnemaelves to our 
recollection, where this practice was ineffectual beyond the production of 
temporary roliel Indeed, one poor girl lately committed suicide from 
despair at ever being freed from h^ sufierings. 

Many topics i^^tii^r to the management of tbe parturient woman, 
the nou¥eau-n6, and difficult cases of midwif(Mry, have received full atten- 
tion ; and we have read witb great gratification the remarks on pp. 350 
and 361 in reference to the use of the forceps. 

In many parts of the volume students are taught witb great empbasn 
tbe value of Blundell's maxim that, *^ meddlesome midwifery is bad mid- 
wifery ; " and oautious resort to instrumental midwifery is dwelt on with 
the KHTce to be anticipated from one who baa necessarily seen so mudi 
of tbe evils to be expected from the combination of rashness witb igno- 
rance. For while a special surgical education is demanded by the pub- 
Ho for tbe removal of a fatty tumor, the impression is too prevalent that 
all are alike qualified to perform tbe operations often demanded in the 
interest of tbe laboring woman or ckikl. And indeed we do not under- 
stand why some authors deem it necessary to tea<^ tbe young practi- 
ticmer bow the patient's mind should be prepared for tbe performance d 
these operations ; when our observation in different countries baa con- 
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▼iBoed us that the great difficulty m to witbstaikd iha nrgtat entraatiea 
of women to save them the lingen^ delay of natuial labor. 

We are only too happy to rank ^.Bedford in the ci^egoir with Dn. 
Deweee <fe Meigs in reference to the proper time for unng the forceps; 
and the remarks on pp. 850 and 851 class oar anther with what we may 
term the American School of opoiitiFe midwifery— holding a happy 
medium between the rashness of many continental practitioners and the 
dangeroas, even criminal, neglect and delay advocated by so many au- 
thors of Great Britain, whose w<^kB serve as text books for their conntrjr- 
men and for so many of our own. 

We receive the views of Dr. Bedford in reforence to the relative ad- 
vantages of the Gsasarean section and embryotomy, with the same gratifi- 
cation, though regretting that they should not have been expressed 
more at leD^h. Thowh how he ooold have omitted to mention the 
names of Radford k Smipscm in conneotion with the importancci of foetal 
lifo, we are at a loss to understand ; since there is no mw^ earnest advo- 
cate of the principle in question than Dr. Radford ; and Dr. Simpson 
ifould deserve the thank? of the profession, if he had done notning 
cdse than show the &lla(»oiis deductioBs of Dr. OoUins firom the very 
foots which he had accmnnlated so laboriously. 

In the venereal diseases presented to the dasa, we do not coasider 
that the value of a careful diagnosis has been sufficiently insisted upon, 
nor do we think that the important question of treatment has received 
the attention which it merits. 

On p. 198 we have the case of a married woman suffering firom pu- 
rulent discharges from the urethra, with scalding. The patient suspected 
her husband, and the Dr. t^ the class ^ that £sr suspicions I have eon- 
firmed.'^ This would seem sadly at variance with the cardinal rules of 
the Lecturer, that the happiness mid confidence of individuals is never 
to be invaded by a professional num. 

On p. 16» and elsewhere, the class is led to trust their diagnosis ol 
gonorrhcsal ophthalmia, in a great measure, to the foot of one eye alone 
being affected. We are a&d that such confidence will cfbeu lead 
them into errw ; and have clearly in our minds two cases under our 
eaie lately in a charitable institutiou devoted to t^ reception of chil- 
dren. In them but one eye was affected, and while purulent disduuges 
and great lividity of th* conjunctiva existed, the o^ier eye was sound 
and able to bear the light. Yet we know that no suspicion of a gonor- 
rhceal cause could be entertuned ; nor would we be willing to admit ^ a 
livid color of the lids," as a characteristic .^rmptom. We regret to see 
that in this case also tiM nM)ther <rf the child was confirmed in her sub- 
jncions by the Profeasor. 

Weare told on p. 840, that ** in aecondary syphilis, where mercury 
has been pfevionsly employed in the primary state with judgment the 
iodide of potassium rarely foils to effect a cure*" We submit that in the 
absence of more clearly defined views between s econ da ry and tertiavy 
forma of syphilis, this principle williMfitaUy tend to tiie disappoint- 
ment of the class. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



408 BmUographioal NoUcee. [August, 

Do we underetaad Dr. B. to say, for instance, that the iodide will 
cure a well-marked secondary papolar eruption f 

We read, p. 339, that '* whatever may be the practice of physicians, I 
tell you with all the emphasis of trum, that in the primary forms of 
syphilis, mercury is the heroic remedy, the 9in€ qua nony* &o^ excepdng 
*' sloughing chancre, and a scrofulous condition of the system " from the 
exhibition of this agent. 

We believe that syphilis in the male is much better understood than 
in the female ; for we believe that the distinction between the indurated 
and the non-indurated chancre, is by no means so ready of detection in 
the latter ; and we turned to the cases of syphilitic disease, in the hope of 
finding that this subject had received its well-merited attention, but we 
have been disappointed. 

Indeed, we feel compelled to say, that the work before us, which con- 
tains so careful and interesting, as well as sound t summary of the great 
points in the treatment of the diseases therein referred to, yet does not 
present us with any one original or novel method of treatment, or expla- 
nation of disease. 

From this statement we except the remarks on puerperal convuteions 
on p. 415, where we find the hypothesis, as to ^' whether they may not 
be due, not to albuminuria, but to an excessive accumulation of * kiettine ' 
in the blood." 

The existence of kiestine, and its value as a test of pregnancy are 
alluded to more than once in the course of the volume before us. 

We find on p. 474 the following words : — ^** You will observe that 
almost as a universal rule, the urine of pregnant women will differ frt>m 
urine under other circumstances in one remarkable particular, vis. it 
contains an element called kiestine, which in its essential qualities re- 
sembles casein." . . . . ^* The kidneys perform their office in fur- 
nishing an outlet for deleterious substances, such as urea, and I believe, 
kiestine, <fec." Farther on, diseases of the nervous system in mothers 
who do not nurse, are referred by our author to the accumulation of 
kiestine in the blood. 

Therefore, Dr. Bedford is to be considered as standing alone in his 
profession in his belief of the existence and importance of this peculiar 
ingredient of the urine. 

This is a subject which has occasioned considerable interest to the 
reviewer, who possesses in manuscript a resume of all that has been writ- 
ten on the subject, and has, moreover, preserved a tabular record of the 
appearances observed in the urine of about 160 women, and some men. 
The value of the microscopic observations rests on Uie authority of Dr. 
Henry Van Arsdale ; and this careful examination, based on no pre-con- 
o^ved opinions, led to the belief that there existed no ingredient in the 
urine of pregnancy peculiar to that state, or to the female sex ; therein 
agreeing with Veit and others, who have examined this subject with 
great minuteness and care. 

The time which we can command does not allow us to pursue this 
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topic OEurther ; but we porpoee shortly to publish the results of our observa- 
tions. 

The great question of the influence of ursemia has received much 
attention from our author, who has evidently devoted much thought to 
the subject We regret to notice the use of that very vague term, 
*^ Bright's disease,'' which might now be discarded from the nosology 
with great advantage, signifying, as it now does, all the pathological 
changes, from simple congestion of these organs, to utter disorganization 
of structure. 

One important fact in Christison's paper has not been referred to» 
though it bears with great force on the argument in favor of the fact 
that the presence of albuminuria may indicate nothing more than tempo- 
rary derangement, without risk of permanent trouble. 

We refer to the friend of Christison, who could produce albuminuria 
at will, by eating cheese, just as in the cases referred to by Dr. Bedford, 
where the same result was occasioned by eating eggs. Dr Christison 
kept the experimenter in view, and mentions the &ct of his death from 
^ Wright's disease " not very long after. % 

In terminating our remarks upon this work, we cannot refrain from 
saying, that we opened the volume with prejudice, and that careful ex- 
amination of its contents has convinced us, that the result proposed to 
himself by the author has been most satisfactorily attained. We are con- 
vinced that the opportunities afforded to the class by this Clinique have 
been very great indeed, and- that they have been developed by the Pro- 
fessor with assiduity, enthusiasm, and no ordinary powers of clinical in- 
struction. 

That the book is not free from defects, is, we think, evident from the 
preceding remarks ; that it actually invites deprecatory criticism is too 
evident ; that Dr. Bedford is aware of this cannot be doubted, for he must 
remember the remark of Job, ^* Oh that mine enen^ had written a book I ^ 

The imaginary conversations contained in Dr. Mei^' work, drew 
down a storm of censure which we never believed to be just, for we are 
not of those who would bring authors or men to our procrustean bed, but 
would allow for the differences dependent on the varieties of individual 
tastes and character. 

The conversations repeated verbatim in the work, show that the 
imaginary conversations with Miss Helen Blanque and others, are not 
chimerical, but faithful tjrpes of what may be met with in practice. 

The very fact that a professor in a medical college should take the 
trouble of publishing to the world a fair example of his style of teaching, 
cannot be without a beneficial influence on the cause of medical instruc- 
tion, for rivalry develops talent and industry. 

We regret that we have not been able to allude to other topics con- 
sidered by our author ; for there is so much of interest, as to cause us 
to desist from our task with unfeigned reluctance ; but circumstances of a 
peculiar nature have necessarily deprived us of the time which we had 
confidently anticipated. K 

n?he length of the notice of Dr. Bedford's work, fttrnished w by a friend, bat ex- 
dnded other notioee intended for this No., which we nmet defer niitil onr next— Eoe.] 
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Domestic.— B^/Zeim« Abxpt/o^.— On the 10th Julv, Dr. Thomas F. Cook 
resiffDed his office, as one of the physicians of this Hospital ; Dr. R Fordyce 
Barker was elected to fill the vacancy. 

Marine Hespitaly Quarantine. — ^Dr. Stephen Smith declines the appoint- 
ment of First Assistant Physician to this institution. 

Medical Staff of Police Department, The following have been appointed, 
and commence their duties on tne Ist of Au^st : — Stephen Hasbroock, M. D., 
Surgeon General. Assistants — John R. mrdenbrook, M. D. ; A. S. Jones, 
M. D.; N. C. Halsted^M. D.; B. Bradford. M. D.; P. W. McDonald, M. D.; 
E. H. Kimbark, M. D. ; A. P. Dalrymple, M. D. ; H. Sbeppard, M. D. 

Oerman Medical Society, — A Medical and Surgical* Society of German 
Physicians has been organized at the University Medieal College; qffleerSi — 
Dr. William Schirmer, President ; Dr. Tellkamp, Vice President; Drs. Kam- 
nerer and Jacobs, Secretaries ; Dr. Broninghansen, Treasurer. 

Portrait cf Dr. Austi^ Flint,^A lithographic portrait of Dr. Austin Hint, 
kte editor of ^ The Buffalo MedkuU Journal,'' has been published at the ex- 
pense of the physicians of Buffalo, in token of their appreciation of his aer- 
vices as editor, as well as of their personal esteem. All who have the pleasure 
of an acqu^tance with Dr. Flint, will acknowledge that this compliment was 
worthily bestowed. 

The Massachussetts Medical Society held its annual meeting at Springfield 
26th and 27th June ; the annual address was delivered by Dr. A. A. Gould, of 
Boston. The proce^diogs wound up with a dinner at the Warriuer Honse ; 
Dr. Wm. J. Dale, of Boston, presided. Among the speakers, were Dra. O. W. 
Holmes, of Boston, and Willard Parker, of New York. 

The Medical Association cf Central Nets York held its aonval meetw ai 
Ehnira, on the 6th and 7th June ; Dr. French preskling. Papers were read by 
Drs. French, Hyde, Burr, Allen, Daniels, Swain, Holmes, Green, Moe, Orton, 
Derby, Arnold, Nivison, Brooks, Jerome, West, H. S. West, Woodward, 
Kingman, and Eastman. Officers for 1 855 — 56 : Dr. W. R. Derby, of Elmira, 
President; Drs. Geo. Burr and H. W. Eastman, Vice Presidents; Dr. T. H. 
Squire, Rec Secretary ; Dr. J. G. Orton, Cor. Secretary. The next meeting 
will be held at Binghamton. 

Boston Lying-in Hospital. — A new and spacious building, capable of 
accommodating 70 patients, has recently been opened, to take the place of the 
wooden building in Washington street, hitherto occupied by this institntion. 

New Hampshire Journal cf Medicine, — Dr. Charles Bell, of Coneord, 
N. H., has been associated with Dr. G. N. Hobbard, as editor of this Jour- 
nal. • 

Professor Worthington Hooker, of New Haven has published m * First 
Book in Physiolo^^^^ designed for common sehools, and introdoctoiy to the 
larger work by him on the same subject A judicious ciitie observes,** that 
its logical and clear development of fact and principles indicatea the Inminooa 
intelligence and profound knowledge employ^ in its preparation.** 

Rush Medieal College — The vacant chair of Physioloflnr and Pathology 
has been filled by the appointment of Wm. B. Herrick, M.D. To the chair of 
Anatomy, Dr. J. W. Freer has been appointed; to that of Materia Medica, Dr. 
H. A. Johnson, of Chicago. 
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ElMtnhMtigneH$m in Ch6lerm4 — ^I'he European oorrespoodent of the 
** Newark Daily Advertiser,^ anooonoes in « letter from Florence, dated Jane 
8th, 1855, that Profesaor Rossi, of Florence, and Professor Coneata, of Padua, 
had hoth very recently ascertained that the cause of cholera is due to some 
derangements in the animal electricity of the system. 

It is known to a good many, that Dr. Bettner; of New York, has for more 
than a year past, been pursuing a series of inquiries and researches, embracing 
the same views as those of Professors Rossi and Coneata, and anticipating 
them perhaps in point of faet and time. He is preparing a treatise wt pub- 
lication, which will in due time be given to the public. 

Aluminium. — The Emperor of the French has conferred the cross of 
officer of the Legion of Honor on M. Saint Clare Deville, and that of simple 
member on M. Vohler, for their discovery of the new metal, aluminium. 
This metaU it will be recollected, is extracted from clay, and its properties are 
said to be, ^ the lightness of glass, the whiteness and brilliancy of silver, the 
nnehangeablenese of gold, the tenacity of iron, the fusibility of copper, and 
the ductility of the precious metals.** The means of extracting and working 
the metal have been made public, but thus hx they are rather too expensive 
to enable the metal to be brought into use as a substitute for copper and tin. 
The price is in Paris $3 per pound ; but it is expected that it can soon be 
afforaed at as low a rate as 50 cents, its price depending upon that of sodium, 
by means of which it is procured. Its specific gravity, combined with its 
extreme hardness, renders it peculiarly applicable for surgical instruments. 

CoRSECTiOK. — Transactions of (he New York State Medical Society. — In 
our April No^ we stated, that ** we learn from good authority, that the paper 
recently read before this Society, by Dr. H. Green, and which was ordered for 
publication, has been rejected by the Committee of Publication.'' This state- 
ment was made on the authority of a distinguished member of the State Medi- 
cal Society, who, meeting us casually in the street, as he was passing through 
the city, volunteered this information. He stated also, that the committee 
had notified Dr. Green to this efiecU We perceive by the Transactions, 
which have just come to hand, that said paper was nevertheless published. 
The informatiou coming from so high a soaree, we considered ourselves justi- 
fied in its publieation, and we hasten to correct the error. 

Errata in July No. In Dr. Watson's paper, p. 840, 1 1th line from top, 
and on p. 343, 4th line from top, for inward read onward. On p. 37, 14th 
Kne from top, for Russian^ read Prusnan. 

Weekly Mortality. Citt.— For rfke week ending July 7, 1855, 547 : Con- 
sumption, 50; apoplexy, 12; congestion of bndo, 18; sun-stroke, 16; Reflects 
of beat," 6; diarrhsea, 10; dysentery, 14; cholera infantum, 49; pneumonia, 
5 ; croup, 10; scarlet fever, 25 ; measles, 1 1 ; small-pox, 5 ; suicide, 4; typhus 
fever, 2. For the week ending July 14, 497: Consumption, 48; apoplexy, 6; 
congestion of brain, 14; inflammation of brain, 12; sun-stroke, 2; diarrhsea 
23; dyseo^ery, 12; cholera, 2; cholera infantum, 57; pneumonia, 9; croup, 
2; scarlet fever, 18; measles, 10; small-pox, 8; typhus fever, (including 
^typhoid,") 4. For the week ending July 21, 591 : Consumption, 48 ; apoplexy, 
6; congestion of brain, 5; inflammation of bndn, 11 ; sun-stroke, 8; oiarrhaa, 
38 ; dysentery, 22; cholera, 3 ; cholera hiflmtum, 110; croup, 8 ; scarlet fe- 
ver, 17; measles, 8; small-pox, 4; suicide, 4; typhus fever (including ** ty- 
phoid,") 5; For the week ending July 28, 669 r Consumption, 43 ; apoplexy, 
8 ; congestion of the brain, 14: inflammation of brain, 16; sun-stroke, 5; 
diarrhssa, 50; dysentery, 25 ; inflammation of bowels, 16; cholera, 5; chol- 
era infantum, 142; croup, 3; scarlet fever, 7; measles, 9; small-pox, 3; 
suicide I ; typhus fever, 4. 
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V/eMy Comparuon cf the Weather and Deaths in the Ciiy^ continued 
to the ZOih toeek, ending July 28/A, 1856. 



The above table shows in a marked maoDer the direct inflaence of increased 
beat and moisture, chiefly upon infant mortality amongst the lower classea. 
as seen by the figures in the last two columns. No epidemic has existed in 
the city such as visted us in July of last year — the deaths of the corre- 
sponding five weeks at that time being 4149; of which number 747 were from 
cholera and 1 100 from other diseases of the digestive system. Total number 
of deaths for the five weeks this year 2646, of which only 1 1 were from 
cholera, and 929 from other diseases of the digestive system. Children — 1864, 
— ^2628 ; same time 1856,— 1942. Interments in Potter's Field and Calvaij 
Cemetery same time 1854,-2440; in 1856,-1388, The decrease of immi- 
gration this year is an interesting fact to be considered in reference to our 
returns of mortality. 

KoTB. — ^The 26th week is repeated from the last number of the Journal ia 
order to correct a mistake which was then made in reporting the temperature. 

HAUtlED. 

At Colchester, Conn., July 18th, by the Rev. Augustus BoUes, Edwu R 
STmaoir, M. D., of this city, to Bliss Mary L. Whseleb, of the former place. 



HECEOUNIT. 

DiBD. at New Orleans, La., June 21st, Dr. Edouakd Fortin, set. 52. 

At Cambridge, Mass., June 16, Dr. Chas. H. Peirce, set 41, fomerly of Sa- 
lem. At Athol, Mass, July 2d, Dr. Wm. H. Williams, set 63. AtBrat- 

tleboro, Vt, July 6th, Dr. Jas. G. Murfht, ast 31. On board the steamer 

Cortez, June 2, Dr. Geo. O. Gunn, formerly of this city, surgeon of the steanif 

er, 8Bt 40. At Danville, Va., on June 30th, Dr. William Avbrett, late a 

member of Congress. At Dover, N. H., June 28th, Eluah Darlino, M. 

D., of Roxbury. At Sparta, Geo., on the 4th July, Dr. William Tirrell, 

late member of Congress. — At St Louis, Mo., in June, Dr. S. F. Bohfils, 

aet. 36. At Funchal, Madeira, on 10th April, Dr. Alexander OuvEiRA^st 

56. At Gheel, Belgium, on 7th May, Mr. De Bucher, set 90. ^At Llan* 

gollen, Wales, on 28th June, Dr. Thomas C.Buntiicg , of Philadelphia, l^te 

surgeon of the Pennsylvania volunteers in the Mexican War.-^ ^Recently iu 

Vu-ffinia, Dr. R. L. Bohannon, formerly Professor of Obstetrics in the Virginia 

Medical College. At Smithfield,R. L, 19th ult. Dr. Elisha Bartlett, late 

Professor of Materia Medica and Medical jurisprudence in the New York 
college of Physicians and Surgeons. We shall hope to give an obituary 

notice in our next number. In this city, 31st ult, James C, Bliss, M. D^ 

aged 66 years. (Obituary notice in our next) 
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Case of Change of Color of the Skin, in a Young Man, from White to 
that of the Mulatto. By H. D. Bulkley, M. D. 

W. S., AGED 23 years, a native of New York, was seen in consulta- 
tion with Dr. Joseph M. Smith, March 5, 1855. He was of small stat- 
ure, rather slight figure ; had dark brown, almost black hair ; was of a 
very nervous temperament, always very excitable and impatient of con- 
trol ; had been indulged in all his fancies and peculiarities, and had been 
quite irregular in his habits, as to hours, <fec. ; had been in the habit of 
using stimulating drinks, but not to excess. 

He was in his usual health in July 1853, and noticed nothing peculiar 
in the appearance of his skin, when he left New York for the interior of 
the State ; but soon after his arrival there, exercised very violently, in run- 
ning after a wagon in a very warm day, and became very much exhausted ; 
and when seen by his mother soon after, at a neighboring town, she no- 
ticed an unusually dark color of his skin, and also, as she thinks, yeUow- 
nees of his eyes. The yellowness of the eyes, however, if it existed, soon 
passed off, while the skin remained discolored ; but, as he seemed in good 
health, advice was not ^ught with reference to it He was then attend- 
ing to business as usual. 

In September 1853, he had a chancre, for which he was under treat- 
ment some time ; siud that it lasted six months, and that he took mercury 
for it, but was not confined to his bed. His skin was so much discolored 
at this time as to be a subject of remark by his friends. 

During the summer of last year (1854), he suffered for some weeks 
from headache, and was very much inclined to sleep ; and, on one occa- 
sion seemed to be out of his mind for a short time. His mother had 
noticed that after that time his memory was not so good. The headache 
ceased without the use of remedies. He had complained of no pain any- 

voL. rv. Ko. 12. 34 
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where, except in head as mentioned, since the change of color was fint 
noticed. He had been under no regular treatment, but had been occa- 
sionally prescribed for by Dr. Smith, for gastric and hepatic derange- 
ment He never noticed that his stools had been clay-colored, or urine 
either very high-colored or scanty. Occasionally, the amount of urine had 
been larger than natural. Dr. S. had thought the shade of color of the 
skin was somewhat lighter after taking blue pill for a short time. 

His father had noticed that he had been much more excitable than 
usual for a year or more ; and also that his power of calculation failed, 
several months previous, so that he was unable to calculate small sums 
of money, or to add up a line of figures ; and he had, several times with- 
in a few months past, considered him unfit to attend to business. He 
had a discharge from one ear, a few weeks ago, without apparent expo- 
sure, having been in the house for a fortnight previous ; and about a fort- 
night after, had a discharge from the other ear. Both healed spontane- 
ously. 

When first seen, he was so much prostrated as to be confined to his 
bed ; he had emaciated considerably. There was some tendency to con- 
traction of Uie brow ; and he had a peculiar slowness of q>eech, with an 
unnatural action of the lips. His mind was clear. The size of the liver 
was natural ; and there was entire absence of thoracic symptoms, either 
rational or physical. The skin was somewhat dry, of natural tempera- 
ture. There had just been a discharge from the bowels, which was ex- 
amined, and found to be perfectly natural in color and consistence. The 
urine was of normal quantity, of a light yellow color, and without sedi- 
ment Pulse feeble, about 00. 

The skin of the whole of the face, body, and limbs, was of a lightish 
brown color, resembling that of a Mulatto, or of an Esquimaux, move 
than any thing else. It was of somewhat a deeper shade at the bends 
of the elbows and of the knees, and on the sides of the abdomen, and 
also on the hands and feet The penis was almost black ; and the scro- 
tum was also darker than the body, but less dark than the penis. The 
nipples were also of a deep brown color. There were one or two small 
patches of ulceration on the scrotum, imd one or two tubercles, aj^Mi- 
rently of a syphilitic character. Papulae of prurigo, with minutA dots 
of blood on their tips, were scattered over the legs and thighs, and a few 
on the body ; and there were marks of the nails on different parts, show- 
ing that they had been attended by great itching. There were also 
small circular spots, of a lighter hue than the color of the surrounding 
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skm, and made more conspicuous by the edges, of a darker color sur- 
rounding them on the limbs and body, looking like scars of small pus- 
tules ; but he denied ever haying had any eruption of that nature, and 
says that they were produced by scratching; and they are probably 
owing to the effect of the nails on the papules of prurigo, and, perhaps, 
in some cases to small furunculi. 

The skin was rather dry than otherwise, and did not present the shin- 
ing appearance nor the oily sensation peculiar to that of the Negro. No 
particular change was noticed in the hair, either as to color, or tendency 
to crisp up or curl. It was naturally nearly black, and was quite harsh 
and wiry. The nails were of a somewhat darker color than natural. 

Diagnom, — ^The previous existence of mental wandering, the 
gradual failure of the mental powers for some months, and more es- 
pecially the inability to calculate numbers, the great tendency to sleep 
manifested at different times, the capricious, and sometimes voracious 
appetite, the frequent slight convulsive twitchings of mouth and of 
Hmbs, the rather peculiar expression of the countenance, and the absence 
of any marked symptoms of disease in any other vital organ, seemed to 
&vor the suspicion that the constitutional symptoms might have their 
seat in the brain ; at the same time, the integrity of the mental functions 
at the time of the visit, the absence of pain in the head except for a 
certain period last summer, and the absence of any alteration of the 
senses, or of sensibility or locomotive power, were opposed to the idea 
of any organic disease of that viscus, and favored the opinion that the 
derangement of its functions which had been so marked might be 
attributed to a disordered and spansemic state of the fluids. 

The nature of the case was considered as very obscure, but the 
opinion preponderated in favor of the probable existence of some chronic 
and latent affection of the brain, having as a predisposing cause the 
peculiar temperament of the patient, and perhaps brought on, or at 
least accelerated, by the previous irregularity of his habits, and possibly 
influenced to some extent by alteration of the fluids by a syphilitic taint, 
or by some other morbid cause. 

The nature and cause of the peculiar coloration of the skin were 
alike obscure. While the history of the case did not point specially 
to either syphilis or jaundice, or to malarial cachexia, nor to the well 
known change produced by the internal use of nitrate of silver, neither 
did the tint correspond with that produced by either of these causes. 
At the same time there was no yellowness of the tunics of the eye, as 
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in jaundice ; it was not arranged in patches like that produced by the 
taint of syphilis ; and it was darker in some of the parts protected from 
the light (as on the penis, for instance), the contrary of which is the 
case with that produced by the stain of nitrate of silver. It resembled 
more nearly the blackish or bistre-brown of the Mulatto than any thing 
else. The father compared it to the color of the Esquimaux Indian. 

As to the cav^e of this change of color, the absence of any persistent 
trouble of the liver, and the healthy state of the secretions of that organ, 
as indicated by the excretions, seemed to show that it did not depend upon 
vitiated bile. The fisict that the patient had had syphilis at a previous 
period, and had remains of ulcerated tubercles on the scrotum, afforded 
ground for the suspicion that it might be attributed to that poison ; but he 
had never had any of the secondary symptoms of that disease, unless the 
pain in the head, suffered some months since, might be referred to that 
cause. Nor was there any reason for supposing that it might be owing 
to nitrate of silver, as none of this article had ever been taken by him. 
We are therefore obliged to call to our aid some unknown condition of 
the fluids to account for a change which ordinary causes left unexplained, 
the nature of which neither Dr. Smith nor myself recognized, neither of 
us having ever met with a similar case. 

Treatment — ^The condition of the vital powers was such that sup- 
port and moderate stimulation seemed to be the ^rst indication to be ful- 
filled. In was intended to try the effect of a mild alterative course of 
iodine and mercury, conjointly with iron, and with nourishing diet» 
should the future condition of the patient warrant it 

March 8. — Called by appointment at 10, A. M. to see him with Dr» 
Smith, and found that he had just expired. Was informed by Dr. S. 
that he continued to fail, and more rapidly, after I saw him, and was so 
feeble last night that wine whey was ordered. He was restless during 
the night, became more or less unconscious towards morning, and died 
without a struggle between 9 and 10, A. M. to-day. There had been 
some vomiting, but of short duration, and no other change than a gradual 
flEtiling of the vital powers, until he quietly breathed his last 

Autopsyj twenty-six hours after death, by Dr. Thomas F. OocL 
Present, Dr. Jos. M. Smith, and Mr. G. M. Smith, medical student 

Tint of 9kin same as before death; postmortem rigidity marked. 
Read, — skull thin, membranes remarkably dry ; slight sub-arachnoid efiii- 
sion ; substance of hemispheres normal in consistency ; no abnormal quan- 
tity of water in ventricles ; each of lateral sinuses somewhat distended 
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with recent fibrinous clots, distention rather greater on right side than 
left ; dura mater healthy. Abdomen. — walls loaded with fat ; old adhe- 
sions of liver to walls of thorax ; liver slightly larger than natural in size, 
and of a deep chocolate color ; no external manifestations of disease, ex- 
cept the adhesions, which are old. On cutting into it, the left lobe , 
more especially presents a peculiar appearance ; color about same as ex- 
ternally, but structure is homogeneous and somewhat indurated, exhibit- 
ing a smooth, glossy appearance on cut surface, with absence of the 
natural granular appearance of the organ ; less blood in it than normal ; 
•condition of right lobe same, but to less extent ; rest of liver of normal 
character, except of deeper color. Kidneys normal in structure, but are 
only a little more than half the usual size, weighing about three ounces 
each. Spleen normal. 

Microscopical examination of skin, by Prof. J. C. Dalton, jun. The 
•coloring matter found to be deposited in a granular form, and could not 
be distinguished from the skin of a mulatto.* 

Remarks. — ^The feature of prominent interest in this case, is the 
change of color of the skin, and especially the peculiar nature of the 
change. It is well known that there are alterations of the color of the 
cutaneous surface, some general and others only partial, which are en- 
tirely different, both in their nature and causes, from those changes in 
this part of the body familiarly known under the name of diseases of 
the skin. To this class belong the characteristic tints of jaundice, chlo- 
rosis, and of malarial cachexia, the tint which often accompanies the car- 
cinomatous diathesis, and also the peculiar change effected by the inter- 
nal use of nitrate of silver. In all these, the tissues are merely stained 
by the coloring matter, without any organic change which even the mi- 
croscope can detect But in the Negro and the Mulatto, the microscope 
shows the color to be dependent upon a special arrangement in the or* 
ganization of a certain part of the skin, that of pigment-cells of a dark 
color, in which the coloring matter is secreted in the form of fine granular 
matter, instead of being uniformly distributed through the tissues. In 
an analogous change of color, of a different tint, produced by the action 

* We have to regret that, owing to the IO00 of a larger portion of skin than 
the piece examined, whieh it was intended to submit for inspection to Pro£ Dal- 
ton, and also to Pro! Clark, we are unable to present so detailed an account of 
the appearances found as we had intended'; but of the entire correspondence of 
the specimen examined with that of the mulatto. Prof D. authorixes us to speak 
in positive terms. 
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of solar light, known under Uie name <tf frecldeBy the cdimng matter ia 
also deposited in a granular form. 

The postmortem examination of the internal organs in this case 
throws no light upon its pathology. There was no lerion (^ the brain 
discovered to which the symptoms connected with the functions of that 
organ during life could be referred. The morbid cbuige in the liver 
was not sufficient to afford any explanation (^ the symptoms. 

The microscopical examination of the skin proves satisfactorily that 
the peculiar coloration was not owing to jaundice, or to any of the other 
causes alluded to, but to that special change in the secretion of the pig- 
ment of ih^ skin which gives rise to the characteristic tint of the black, 
it being decidedly granular, as in the Negro, and not merely stained, as 
when produced by bile, or by syphilis, or nitrate of silver. 

We are, therefore, thrown back upon a vitiated or spanaemic state 
of the blood, as influencing if not originating the condition of our pa- 
tient, and leading to a fatal issue. Some other cause than this, how- 
ever, must have operated to produce the remarkable change of color of 
the skin ; and of this cause we have to confess our entire ignorance. 

While permanence of color, both in the negro and mulatto and in 
the white, is well known to be the almost invariable rule, a &w cases 
are on record of change from white to that of the Negro or Mulatto, afr 
well as from dark to white. 

An interesting instance of change of color in the skin of an Am^- 
can Indian to that of white, was published by Dr. £. Bissell, in the 
Tran^actiona qf the Physico-MedicaX Society of New Yorky VoL L, 
p. 299, 1817 ; aild another of the change of color to white, accompanied 
with desquamation of the akin, of an African Indian, by Dr. Savage, in 
the Amer. Joum. Amer. Set., Ji^ly, 1846, p. 13; and in the same Jour- 
nal, for Jan., 1852, Dr. Hutchinspi^ has recorded a striking case of change 
from black to white. 

Instances of partial change of color from that of the white to that 
of black, or rather of the light brown, though by no means of frequent 
Qccnrrenoe, are less uncommon than those of the entire change, and are 
probably different in their nature. When thus local, one of the most 
frequent seats of the change is the genital organs, of which we have 
seen several cases in the male, and which are described by d^rmatt^ogists 
under the name of Mwuma. Halier (quoted by Rayer) saw one case 
in which the pelvic r^on in a female was almost of as black a color aa 
in a Negro. A dark discoloration of the skin sometimes occurs on the 
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iSEU)e in females, and eepecially about the eyes, of which two very inter- 
esting cases have been published, illustrated by handsomely executed 
and truthfully colored engravings ; but cases of this kind are local in 
their seat, and transient in their character, and are owing to an excessive 
secretion of the black pigment of the skin, and are connected with cer- 
tain morbid states of the system, of which they are doubtless sympa- 
thetic. 

An account has recently been published in one of the daily papers 
of a young girl, in France, who was so much frightened by imaginary 
danger while walking in a wood, that on her return she was attacked 
with fever, and the next day her skin became almost black. The phy- 
sician assured her that the discoloration would disappear ; but the poor 
girl took it so much to heart, that she conmiitted suicide by throwing 
herself into a well, and gave no chance for the verificati<Hi of the prog- 
nods. 

Bayer briefly quotes four cases from others, and minutely describes 
two cases observed by himseH The fiist of those quoted is from M. 
Chomel, of a man, formerly a soldier, whose age he does not mention, 
whose skin became as black as that of a Negro in some parts of the body, 
and of a yellowish brown on other parts, whether suddenly or not he 
does not say. The second case, by Goodwin, was that of an old woman 
who became gradually black as a Negro, the change commencing when 
she was twenty-one years of age. The third case was published by M. 
BostaUy iA a man seventy years of age, who, in the space of one night, 
became as black as a Negro, in consequence of great mental depression. 

The first case observed by Rayer himself occurred in a sailor, sixty- 
three years of age, in whom the change had first commenced less than 
two months before, upon the internal surfSsice of the limbs ; and at the 
end of six weeks, had become general on the body and limbs. About 
the same time, papules of prurigo appeared, the marks of which were 
y^Tj visible on different places. After this, the Mulatto tint became 
more and more confirmed, the tint of the face being less deep than that 
of other parts, the conjunctival and sclerotic coats of the eye retaining 
their natural whiteness. The Mulatto color increased from the lower to 
the upper part of the thighs, so that the posterior portion of the pelvis 
was about black. The general health was good, and all the functions 
were normally performed. 

The second case recorded by Bayer was in a female, thirty years of 
age, of a passionate disposition, and who had several times had nervous 
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attacks in consequence of fits of anger. She was tlie mother of two 
children^ the second of which she had weaned^ afier nursing it a year, 
about five months previous to entering the hospital, and had never mens- 
truated since her last confinement Her skin then presented a general 
blackish tint, like that of a. Mulatto, which she affirmed did not appear 
until she weaned her last child, when it came on almost at once, and at 
first increased gradually, and then very slightly decreased. It was 
nearly universal over the whole surface, except below the knees, where it 
suddenly stot>ped, the lower extremities being much less brown than 
other parts. It was more marked about the external surfaces of the 
joints, and the lips and the lower eyelids were of a very dark color. 
The conjunctivae were but slightly changed in color. She was sufiering 
under amenorrhoea, with derangement of the digestive organs. 

Under the use of sulphur baths, the first patient became paler ; after 
which, chlorine baths were used, which sensibly made the skin yellow- 
ish, but without restoring its natural color. In the second case, both 
simple and sulphur baths were used, without any appreciable effect upon 
the morbid color of the skin. 

In our own case, no remedial means were used with reference to the 
alteration of the color. The symptoms with which it was accompanied, 
though not accounted for by the autopsy, were not the less instructive ; 
while the interest of the case is enhanced by the fact that the nature of 
the change was verified by microscopical examination of a portion of the 
skm after death, which was not done in any of the recorded cases with 
which we have met 



Observations on the Causes of the Diversity of Complexion in the Dif- 
ferent Natiora of the JSarth, By Wm. G. Meachem, M. D. 

Among the many interesting, yet perplexing queries that have en- 
gaged the attention of naturalists, but few have enlisted their feelings 
more warmly, or encountered more abundant material for contradictory 
theories than the following one : To what is the great diversity of com- 
plexion among the nations of the earth attributable ? 

Some authors have been disposed to believe, or, at least, to express it 
as their belief that as many distinct species of men were originally cre- 
ated as there now exist different colors among them. But it is not befit- 
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ing us, of this Christian age, with the Mosaic history of the creation in 
legible characters open before us, to give this relic of heathenism or off- 
spring of infidelity (call it as yon will), more than a bare mention. 
Others again, I believe, entertain the opinion that Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth, the primogenitors respectively of the Asiatics, Africans, and 
Europeans, were themselves characterized by distinct grades of color, 
which have been transmitted Uirough successive generations down to 
the present time. This view, however, it is manifest, involves the neces- 
sity of a miraculous intervention in the outset, or, to say the least, an oc- 
currence without a known parallel in nature — ^the procreation by the 
same parents of three distinct species of human beings, entirely dissimi- 
lar in form, color, <fec. Indeed, I do not deny that with the Omnipotent 
this was possible, that He could have caused this wonderful phenomenon 
to appear as easily as he had previously fashioned man from the dust of 
the earth, and breathed into him the breath of life ; but since we find no 
record to this effect upon the sacred pages, and since we are possessed of 
ample materials from the laboratory of reason and philosophical knowl- 
edge wherewith to effect the solution of this scientific inquiry, we are 
bound by all the requirements of logic and common sense to seek no 
farther ; nor are we quixotically to venture into the mazes of fancy and . 
miraculous interposition, or, above all, to build our hypotheses upon the 
ideal ruins of sacred Scripture. 

But the most ancient, most generally received, as well as most phi- 
losophical cause hitherto assigned, is the influence of climate, and more 
particularly that component part of it denominated temperature. As a 
rule, it is observable that, making the temperate regions the pwat de 
depart^ the complexipn of mankind darkens in a ratio with the increase 
of their proximity to the torrid zone ; the blackest hue, that of the genu- 
ine Negro, being indigenous solely within the tropics, where, of necessity, 
the solar heat is the most continuously and intensely experienced. Thus, 
among the natives of the middle division of the north-temperate zone, 
embradng the greater portion of the United States, Great Britain, Ger- 
many, Prussia, Georgia, Circassia, <fec, are found by far the fairest tints. 
In the southern portion, comprising a share of Mexico, southern United 
States, Spain, Italy, Turkey, the northern portion of Hindostan, <fec., the 
prevailing hues are olive and brown. In the northern section of the 
intertropical belt, the color is still more deeply marked, exhibiting the 
lighter shades of black ; but for the equatorial district is reserved the 
honor of giving birth to the ebon tinge, the ** jet-black,*^ as it is termed, 
of the unadulterated Specimen of the Negro race. 
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In our advance from the poles to the temperate eones, we do not find 
the previous role applicable, but rather the reverse — the complexion, in^ 
stead of increasing, sensibly diminishes in darkness. This, howeyer» does 
not in the least militate against the principle just advanced, but rather 
corroborates it — ^both extremes of climate producing the same change, 
but one much more considerably than the other. A very natural infer- 
ence from a careful comparison of these facts, is, that the diversities <^ 
color, so numerous among men, are in great measure, if not exduaivdyy 
due to varieties in degree of temperature, the extreme of heat inducing 
an incomparably denser dye than the oppo»te extreme of cold. 

Although many more circumstances might easily be put in the scale, 
that would materially augment the already exclusive preponderance of 
evidence favorable to the doctrine laid down in the preceding paragraph, 
still, deeming those adduced above sufficient for our present purpose, 
which is not so much an attempt to prove this doctrine by referring to 
facts known to every one and deducing therefrom principles, as an en- 
deavor, presupposing the doctrine already established beyond question, 
to explain the phenomenon upon accredited physiological and chemical 
principles — believing, I repeat, that sufficient for my present object has 
already been said upon this particular, I desist from this part of the in- 
quiry, to take up the more immediate subject of investigation, the modus 
operandi of the sun's rays in instituting these changes of color. 

Should I fortunately succeed in presenting a rational, scientific, unex- 
ceptional theory, demonstrative of the minute changes which the sun^s 
light, in accordance with the view just presented, effects in the human 
system to occasion these remarkable shades of complexion, this success 
of itself will be a weighty argument in the confirmation of that view, if 
not of direct, still of positive, collateral value. 

Aj3 an* initial step in this investigation, the location of complexion in 
the human being must be ascertained. This, as settled by the standard 
physiological authorities of the age, is the epidermis, as now considered, 
u e^ including what was originally regarded a distinct tissue, the layer 
immediately external to the outer layer of the euiu vira, and dencmi- 
inated rete mucosum. The color itself is due to the distribution through- 
out this epidermis of cells filled with a fluid whose hue is that of the par- 
ticular individual complexion, and designated as pigment cells. These 
pigment cells seem to have their origin, equally with the proper cells of 
the epidermis, from the surface of the coriuniy and doubtless, also like 
them, are developed from reproductive granules distributed throughout 
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the true skiiu These cells gradually approach the snr&ce of the body, 
becoming flattened and condensed as they advance, nntil at last they 
acquire the character of homy scales, and, in conjunction with the other 
epidermic cells, fulfill the duty of protection to the more delicate struc- 
ture immediately beneath. The characteristic hue of these cells is lo- 
cated, not in the cell- wall, which in all probability has a composition 
identical with that of cells in general, fibrine ; but in the contents of the 
cells, which consist of innumerable flat, rounded, or oval granules, hav- 
ing the diminutive diameter of one-twenty thousandth c^ an inch. The 
chemical composition of this pigment, that is, the contents of the cells, 
as it occurs in the white races, has not been, so far as I am informed, 
accurately determined if at all investigated ; but it has been shown that 
carbon enters largely into that of the black pigment of the dark-colored 
races, every 100 parts containing 58^ of this element. 

Let it be our endeavor now to connect these two ascertained facts : — 
1st. That the increase in the darkness of the human complexion is com- 
mensurate with the increase of proximity to the equatorial regions ; and 
2dly. That the element carbon, constitutes more than one-half of tho 
black pigment of the negro. To connect these two tactSj I repeat, with 
that tel^raphic wire, the visible relation of cause and effect ; for that 
they bear to each other that relation, I have little doubt 

The probability is, that both the light and the heat of the sun's rays 
are concerned in the causation of this wonderful phenomenon ; but if I 
were to ascribe any excess of influence to either, that one would be the 
latter. Now, what chemical relation can we trace out between the ap- 
plication of light and heat and the production of carbon ? Fhysiolc^ 
teaches that the pigment cell-walls are endowed with a secerning power^ 
by which they take from the blood circulating in that portion of the 
corium upon which they are developed, and store up in their own cavi- 
ties, the materials peculiarly suited to their function. Whether these 
materials, afier being conveyed into the cavities of the cells, there re- 
main unchanged from their state in the circulating sanguineous fluid, or 
whether they there undergo chemical and physical transformations 
through the agency of the cell-wall, or of external influences, such aa 
light, heat, dx^, is a query, I believe hitherto not satisfactorily determ- 
ined, but one well worthy of the attentive consideration of the physiol- 
ogist. But, reasoning from analogy, as from the physiology of the 
hepatic and renal secreting processes, I am strongly tempted to believe 
that the pigment cell-wall possesses no other power than that of elimi* 
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Dating from the blood the various substances required to fill the cell-cav- 
ity, and therefore does not induce in those constituents any change ; but 
I am not so certain that external stimuli have no chemical or physical 
influence upon them. Indeed, I feel no inconsiderable confidence in ven- 
turing the assertion that they have a decided influence upon them. The 
blood of the capillaries, which is at all times passing from the arterial to 
the venous state, must furnish the raw material ; but I firmly believe 
that in the workshop of the pigment-cells the machinery of the chemical 
and vital stimuli, light, heat, iS^c, manufacture out of this raw material 
that peculiar fabric, the pigment 

And here allow me to suggest a theory : it is this, — ^That the aug- 
mented light and heat of intertropical countries stimulate the pigment 
cells to a much greater secreting power than they possess in colder lati- 
tudes, and that much larger quantities of carbonic acid are therefore con- 
Teyed from the capillaries into the cells ; for there can be no question that 
the carbonic acid which is formed in the deoxygenation of the blood, in 
the intermediate system of bloodv^sels, is the source of all the carbon 
which constitutes so considerable a proportion of the pigmentary sub- 
stance. It is rather unfortunate that we are as yet ignorant of the con- 
stitution of the residue of the black pigment ; but what we already know 
is, I think, suflScient to explain the phenomenon of color ; for it is well 
known that all forms of carbon, with but one exception, the diamond, 
are possessed of more or less blackness of hue, and some of an intensely 
sable tinge. I will refer to charcoal, bituminous and anthracite coal, 
plumbago, lampblack, coke, <fec as examples. So large a share of car- 
bon as fifty-eight and one half per cent is assuredly suflScient to darken 
well nigh any compound into which it may enter. Before concluding, 
however, that carbon gives the characteristic color, I should have pre- 
mised that the carbonic acid which enters the cell-cavity must undergo 
resolution into its simple elements through the combined action of the 
light and heat of the sun. 

Indeed, the disposition of the sun to increase the secretion of carbon, 
is manifested in other instances than the one under consideration. The 
hepatic secretion, which contains no inconsiderable amount of carbon, is 
a notable instance in point ; for it is a well-known physiological fact that 
the bile is much more copiously excreted in hot climates and seasons 
than in those whose temperature is lower in the scale. 

Again, certain processes going on within the body which call for in- 
^creased action, and consequently augmented rapidity and fullness of ci^ 
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eolation, and which, in turn, are neoeBsarily attended with an accelerated 
oxydation of the tissues and production of carbonic acid, are accom- 
panied by the same phenomenon of change of color in the integument 
which is so prominently characteristic of increasing proximity to the 
equatorial regions. The darkening of the areola around the nipple, 
sometimes of that portion of the abdomen anterior to the uterus, and 
not unfrequently of more or less tegumentary tissue elsewhere, in the 
case of those enciente, furnishes a well-marked example. 

In the instance of black jaundice, moreover, is it unreasonable to 
suppose that the peculiar tinge may be due to the presence of carbon in 
the materials of the bile, which, in consequence of suppression, or reten- 
tion and re-absorption, remain in the circulating current ; since chemical 
analysis reveals to us the facts, that the organic portion of the biliary se- 
cretion of the ox (and doubtless that of man varies but little from it) con- 
tains in 104 parts 48 of carbon, and that the cholesterine of human bile 
has in 69 parts 36 of the same element f I venture the assertion, that 
in these black varieties of icturus the amount of carbon is unusually 
augmented, even out of proportion to the residuary constituents. The 
investigation of this subject is an interesting field of chemical and path- 
ological inquiry. 

By way of supplement, let me here call attention to a few thoughts 
and facts which more properly belong to the fortner part of this com- 
munication, but which, through inadvertence, I neglected to introduce in 
their just connection. 

And firstly, it is not at all impossible that a portion of the carbona- 
ceous material of the contents of the pigment cells may be derived from 
some of the proteine compounds in solution in the blood, — ^the albumen 
and fibrine, for instance, into whose composition carbon enters largely, 
constituting 40 in 98 parts of their proteine. 

The darkening influence of light and heat is observable in the vege- 
table as well as in the animal kingdom. Who is not familiar with the 
blanched aspect of plants reared in seclusion, or in but a limited supply 
of light and heat ; as, for well-known illustration, grass growing under- 
neath stones, flowers kept in underground apartments, the etiolation of 
that dainty succulent plant, celery, &c. The upper surfaces of leaves, 
moreover, and the parts of vegetables above the earth, are much more 
deeply colpred than the under surfiices and those parts beneath the soil. 
And this physical condition is resolvable by a reference to the same prin- 
ciple tliat governs the analogous phenomenon in the human race, — the 
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amount of carbon appropriated by their tissues is proportional to the 
amount of the sun's influence experienced. 

Again, in man we see another exemplification of this truth, in the 
pale the whitened countenance of him whose occupation is within doors, 
and who is thus in a measure debarred from the solar beams, as the stu- 
dent, the clerk, <fec. ; and a no less faithful one in the tawny look of him 
who speeds the plow and reaps the grain. It is a notorious fact, that 
those of the white races who spend long periods of time in hot countries, 
as English in the East Indies, by slow degrees acquire a darker and darker 
hue, until at last all trace of their original complexion is entirely removed ; 
while the children that are bom and reared in the same climates manifest 
even a more perceptible change ; so that after a few generations their 
progeny acquire a color in almost every respect identical with that char- 
acteristic of the land. 

It is also to be remembered, that the ofi^pring of Negroes at birth 
are (x>mparatively fair, and do not attain their appropriate hue until after 
more or less exposure to the sun's influence ; a circumstance which goes 
far in confirmation of the opinion heretofore advanced. Should any par- 
tial thinker here ask, Why, if the excessive light and heat to which the 
Negro is subjected are the occasion of his blackness of skin, does the Ne- 
gro infant, though relatively fair at birth, deepen into sableness in tem- 
perate and frigid latitudes ; or, why does not the babe of the Scotchman 
acquire the same ebon tint underneath the scorching suns of a tropical 
sky ? — to such a one I would reply in this wise : The integument 
of the Negro, perhaps his entire system, having been subservient for a 
lengthened series of generations to the illumining and calorific agency of 
blazing suns, has assumed a peculiar condition, which specially qualifies 
its pigment cells to appropriate to themselves the requisite materials for 
the elaboration of the black pigment The integuments or systems of 
the parents, then, having this endowment, they (the parents) transmit 
*it to their children, and these children, in turn, to their own issue ; and, 
consequently, although a Negro child may be bom at a distance from the 
fierce suns of its fatherland, and with a comparatively light skin, still, 
possessing this peculiar endowment (be it in the system at large, or in 
the integument as a whole, or simply in the cells themselves), their bodies 
will inevitably become dark after the requisite exposure to the proper 
stimulus. The child of the white mother, too, possessing by inheritance its 
peculiar propensity, — the elaboration of white pigment, — will manifest 
that propension, even though born in the land of spices and myrrh. 
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There ia, however, little if any doubt that the Negro race, by residence 
for an indefinite period of time in northern latitudes, even without inter- 
marriage with white nations, would acquire a degree of fairness of com- 
plexion not at all objectionable even among us of the Anglo Saxon 
stock ; and, s canverso^ there is as little doubt that the Britons, placed in 
the appropriate combination of climateric influences, would degenerate 
from the rose-and-lily hue into the repulsive blackness of the sons of 
Ethiopia. 

Wabsaw, Wyoming Co. N. Y. 
July 21, 1855. 



Case of the late James C. Bliss, If, i>., tnth a Biographical Notice, 
By Alfred C. Post, M. D. 

The subject of this notice died in this city, on the 3 1st July last, in 
the 65th year of his age. 

On Sunday, July 1st, he complained of pain and swelling in the gxmi 
over an unsound upper incisor tooth. He had a leech apfJied to the 
gum, but without relief. He continued through the week to suffer from 
pain and swelling in the gum and in the integument of the face, which 
were finally relieved by the evacuation of a small quantity of purulent 
matter from the affected part On the 9th and lOtb, he was able to take 
a short ride, although he remained quite feeble. On the afternoon of the 
10th, he was attacked with severe pain over the head of the left fibula, 
with tenderness on pressure, but without any decided swelling. This 
pain became exceedingly severe, and continued so for about a week, 
occasionally extending up the sciatic nerve as far as its exit from the 
pelvis. It was partially relieved by large doses of opium, and of sulphate 
of morphia, administered chiefly per anum. As the pain over the fibula 
subsided, an irritable state of the bladder supervened, accompanied with 
frequent desire to void urine, attended with great agony which caused 
him to cry out so that he could be heard through the house. These par- 
oxysms of painful micturition occurred on an average as often as once an 
hour, sometimes once in fifteen minutes. From the severity of the pain, 
it became necessary to increase the dose of the narcotics which were ad- 
ministered. On the 20th July, an examination was made per anum, and 
it was ascertained that the prostate was considerably enlarged. For sev- 
eral days before this, there had been a moderate quantity of a flaky de- 
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pofflt from the urine. A portion of this was examined under ihe micro- 
scope, and was found to contain pus globules. On inquiry, it was ascer- 
tained that for several years he had been afifected with slighUy irritable 
bladder, but it had not occasioned any serious annoyance. After the ex- 
istence of enlargement of the prostate had been ascertained, a catheter 
was introduced into the bladder ; but only two or three ounces of urine 
were drawn off. Within two or three days after this, the frequency of 
micturition became gradually diminished, and the pain attending it 
greatly mitigated. But as these symptoms subsided, a most distressing 
hiccough supervened, continuing, with very short interruptions, for five 
or six days. This was succeeded by a sudden attack of intense pain in 
the left testis, with great tenderness on pressure, and a slightly pufiy 
swelling of the corresponding part of the scrotum. The neuralgic affec- 
tion of the testis lasted for two days, and was then succeeded by distress- 
ing pain in the stomach, which the patient attributed to the accumula- 
tion of acid fluid in that viscus. *For the alleviation of the gastric dis- 
tress, he frequently took draughts of tepid water, which gave him tem- 
porary relief, by discharging from the stomach a thin, yellowish fluid, 
having a bitter and acrid taste, ihe next day, frequent vomiting oc- 
curred, with the discharge of very large quantities of a blackish, flaky 
liquid, containing a copious sediment resembling coflee-grounds. This 
vomiting continued two days, occasioning great distress, and rapidly re- 
ducing the vital powers. On the 29th July, the vomiting was arrested 
by inhalations of chloroform, which were repeated at intervals until a few 
hours before his death. He became gradually more and more exhausted, 
and died at about 1, A. M. on the Slst July. During the time when Dr. 
B. suffered the most acutely from the pain over the head of the fibula and 
at the neck of the bladder, his pulse was calm, ranging about 60, and 
having a fair degree of force and fullness. During the same time, he was 
able to take solid animal food. At a later period, viz. when he was suf- 
fering from hiccough and vomiting, his pulse became more frequent and 
feeble, and his appetite declined. There was at no time any febrile beat 

The treatment consisted mainly in the use of anodyne enemata and 
suppositories, with moderate stimulants. Occasional laxatives were ad- 
ministered. 

On examination after death^ no morbid appearances were observed 
to account for the leading symptoms of the disease,, nor for its fatal term- 
ination. The prostate gland was found to be of more than double its 
normal size ; the enlargement was uniform, and unattended with any 
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projeotion of the middle lobe, so as to have interfered greatly with the 
eyacuation of the bladder. The substance of the gland was firm ; and 
Imbedded in its anterior part was a collection of thick, cream-colored 
pus, amounting to about a drachm. A small collection of pus, about 
equal to the bulk of a grain of rice, was found in another part of the 
gland. There was a little redness of the mucous membrane of the 
bladder at its neck, moderate in degree and limited in extent The liver 
was of normal size and somewhat fatty. No morbid appearances were 
observed in the stomach and intestines. On the right side of the thorax, 
the pleura pulmonalis was attached by old organized adhesions to the 
pleura costalis throughout nearly its whole extent. This was probably 
ihe result of an attack of thoracic inflammation from which he had 
sufifered about twenty years before his death. The left lung was inad- 
herent ; both lungs were healthy. The heart was rather larger than its 
nonnal size, but without valvular disease. There were marks of old 
pericarditis, viz., fibrinous deposits beneath the serous membrane, both of 
the parietal and visceral portions, some of them containing calcareoos 
matter. The opposed surfaces of the pericardium were not adherent 

The disease appears to have been essentially a derangement of the 
nervous system, affecting the nerves of sensation, as indicated by the 
neuralgic pains in the leg, thigh, testis, and pelvis ; and the nerves of 
action, as indicated by the frequent micturition, hiccough, and vomiting. 

Dr. Bliss was a native of Bennington, Vermont He was bom on 
the dd of January, 1791. He commenced the study of medicine with 
Dr. Taylor of Lansingburgh, in the State of New York, and afterwards 
pursued his studies with Dr. Burritt of Troy. He came to New York in 
1811, and became a private pupil of the late Dr. Borrowe. He attended 
lectures in the College of Physicians and Surgeons, and graduated in 
that institution in the spring of 1815. He enjoyed also the advantages 
of a residence in the New York Hospital, as House Surgeon. He was 
engaged in the practice of medicine in this city about forty years, having 
had a large circle of patients who were strongly attached to him. He 
was a man of great industry, and strongly devoted to his profession, and 
enjoyed in an eminent degree the confidence and esteem of the physi- 
cians of this city. He was remarkable for his purity and simplicity of 
character, his disinterested kindness, benevolence, and generosity. His 
kindness to the poor was evinced, not only by pecuniary benefactions, 
but by devoted personal attentions. It was affecting to witness at his 
.grave the exhibition of grief on the part of a poor and aged female, who 

VOL. rv. NO. 12. 85 
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wept and sobbed, as if her heart would break. No doubt, in many in- 
stances, ^ the blessing of him that was ready to perish '' came upon 
him. 

Dr. Bliss was a man of devoted piety. At the age of fifteen he 
became a member of the Presbyterian Church, and for many years be- 
fore his death, he held the office of ruling elder in that church. He 
was exemplary in the performance of all his duties as a physician, a 
man, and a Christian, and was emphatically '^ int^er vitse, scelerisque 
purus." His example is well worthy of the imitation of our yonng 
men ; and if they would faithfully follow it, it would lead them to the 
same honorable position among men, to the same peaceful termination 
of their earthly career, to the same " crown of glory." " Macte virtute, 
sic iter ad astra." 



To the Editors of the New York Medical Times : — 

Gentlemen : — In reference to the employment of Iodide of Ethyle 
in the treatment of Phthisis Pulmonalis in your March number, I may 
state in continuation of the subject, the leading features of four well- 
marked cases of phthisis in which I have employed it. I have also given 
it in several other cases : in one, it had to be abandoned owing to the 
production of anaesthesia by very small doses ; in some, the phthisical 
symptoms were not marked with sufficient distinctness to afford evidence 
of its value ; and in others, it was used so irregularly, or for such a short 
time, that no definite conclusion could be drawn regarding its effects ; — 
and I may mention, in passing, that two circumstances militate very 
strongly against the regularity of its employment by patients ; some con- 
cluding from the smallness of the dose, and its simple mode of adminis- 
tration, that its influence could be but trifling, while others are deterred 
from its use by a suspicion of the whole class of inhaling remedies, — ^an 
amount of caution which is unfortunately too well grounded, owing to 
the manner in which this mode of treatment has been paraded before 
the public. The first case I shall mention, is that of H. P., a young 
man aged 19, who commenced the use of the ethyle on Ist December, 
1854, at which time he presented the following symptoms : Had suffered 
from cough for eight months, the cough being attended latterly with 
muco-purulent expectoration ; the sputa were frequently streaked with 
blood, and once about half an ounce of what was described as being 
unmixed arterial blood, was raised ; there was some dyspnoea, and con- 
siderable pleurodynic pain after exercise ; nocturnal hectic was of tolerably 
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frequent occurrence ; and there was general lassitude and debility. There 
was marked dullness on percussion, anteriorly, on the right side of the 
thorax, extending from the second to the fourth intercostal spaces, where 
also there was obscuration or obliteration of the natural, respiratory 
murmur ; moist, mucous r&le and ronchus were audible ; and there was 
pretty distinct broncophony. In other portions of the right side, and 
over the left side of the thorax, the respiration was exaggerated and 
puerile, but otherwise presented no indications of disease. He had 
taken cod-liver oil, and employed counter-irritation over the affected 
lung, without much amelioration of the thoracic symptoms, but he had 
gained somewhat iti weight. He now commenced inhaling the iodide 
of ethyle, using fifteen minims three times a day, and continued it 
regularly until Uie 20th of February, 1855, when it became necessary 
to suspend its use, owing to diarrhoea, frontal headache, nausea, and other 
symptoms of iodism having made their appearance. Previous to these 
symptoms, and after their subsidence, whicn took place shortly on the 
suspension of the remedy, his condition was and has been most satisfac- 
tory ; he has scarcely ever coughed, there has been no return of hectic 
or haemoptysis, and he has been gaining flesh and strength rapidly. 
The chest, on percussion over the affected portion, exhibits but Tery 
slight dullness, and the respiratory murmur approaches very nearly a 
natural character. 

In another case which presented the symptoms of tubercle in its 
earliest stage, accompanied with very severe bronchitis, the use of the 
ethyle for a few days, combined with counter-irritation, confinement, 
and a strict antiphlogistic regimen, sufficed to effect the complete sup- 
pression of the cough and dyspnoea, which, as yet, after an interval of 
some months, have not re-api^ared. 

The other two cases in which I have had an opportunity of testing 
its utility with regularity, presented unmistakable evidence of the ex- 
istence of a small cavity immediately under the clavicle, in the one case 
occupying the right, in the other, the left lung. In both of these cases 
the seventy of the symptoms has been much mitigated, and the progress 
of the disease arrested ; and I believe it to be possible that a cicatrizing 
process may yet be established. 

It will be urged that equally good results in cases of phthisis have 
been secured by the use of counter-irritation, the administration of cod- 
liver oil, and strict attention to the hygienic and dietetic rules which form 
what may be called the routine treatment of the disease ; and this I think 
no one will be inclined to deny ; but, at the same time, I am convinced 
Uiat the iodide of ethyle will be found, in most cases, a most valuable 
adjuvant, and that the practical results vdll be found fully to bear out i\ie 
theoretical conclusion arawn from a consideration of its chemical ooia- 
pofiition. Its action may take place in two ways, it must, in the first m- 
stance, exert a direct sedative local action on the diseased part ; and 
secondly, from absorption, a general or constitutional action ; and it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that it exerts an influence in the early stages of 
tubercular diseases by promoting absorption, and later, by aiding cicatri- 
zation- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



432 Proceedings of Societies. [Sept, 

I do not doubt tbat the real and primary cause of phthisis is still to be 
sought for in defective action of the organs of assimilation ; and also, tbat 
its ultimate cure, if ever, is to be found in the restoration of the healthy 
discharge of these functions; and that it is to the attainment of this object 
that our efforts should be mainly directed. This must of necessity be a 
work of time ; and I believe that the iodide of ethyle while aiding the 
measures which we employ for this purpose by its general alterative and 
tonic action, is also, by its local action on the diseased part, gaining u& 
the time necessary for the full development of our plans. 

The expensive nature of the substance, and the difficulty of procuring 
it in sufficient purity, form at present a serious barrier to its employment, 
and have induced some I believe, to use in its stead a mechanical solution 
ef iodine in sulphuric ether. If the employment of this mixture is at- 
tended with any benefit it must be owing entirely to the sedative action 
of the ether, as very little if any of the iodine will become volatilized ; a 
foot of which any one may easily convince himself by placing a portion 
of the solution in a watch glass, evaporating dish, or other vessel, pre- 
viously weighed, permitting evaporation to take place, when the sides of 
the vessel will be found coated with iodine and it will have gained in 
weight in exact proportion to the quantity previously held in solution by 
the ether. I do not know of any indications which forbid a trial of the 
iodide of ethyle unless it be in those rare cases where very small doses 
produce anaesthesia. It has been mven with great advantage in many 
eases of chronic bronchitis, and also by the mouth in some cases of rhen* 
matism and other diseases where iodine is an appropriate remedy. It is 
not improbable that others of the compounds of the organic radicles are 
endowed with equally valuable medicinal properties ; and the subject pre- 
sents a wide and interesting field for therapeutical investigation. 

52 Amity Street, N. Y. HENRY FISHER, M. D. 



NEW YORK ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

Stated meeting, August 1 »/, 1 855. The President, Dr. J. W. Francis^ 
in the chair. Owing to the heat of the weathep, and the short interval 
since the last meeting, there was a very small attendance of Fellows. 

Election of Fellows. The Committee on Admissions, having reported 
at the last meeting the names of Charles A. Budd, M. D., and K H. 
Davis, M. D., as candidates for Resident Fellowship, on motion of Dr. 
Vandervoort, a ballot was taken, and the candidates were declared to be 
duly elected, 
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The Committee on Finance reported sundry bills as having beea 
audited by them ; among others, the bill of Baker, Godwin <fe Co., for 
printing seven hundred and fifty copies of Part IV. Vol. I. of the Transac- 
tions, amounting to $183 85. On motion, the report was accepted, and 
the bills ordered to be paid. 

Report of Librarian. The Librarian reported that sundry applica- 
tions had been made to him, for the purchase of Part IV. of the Trans- 
actions, and desired to know at what price it should be furnished. On 
motion of Dr. Bulkley, duly seconded, the price was fixed at twenty-five 
cents per copy. 

Reports of Sections, No reports were received from the Sections. 

Miscellaneous Business. Duties of the Sections. — Dr. Batchelder- 
asked leave to present a paper which he had prepared on the organization 
and duties of the Sections ; leave being granted, it was read. After 
some discussion, and various propositions having been made in relation 
to the business and duties of the Sections, a motion to refer the whole 
subject to the chairman of the different Sections, as a special commit- 
tee, to report at the next meeting, prevailed. On motion, duly sec- 
onded. Dr. Batchelder was added to the committee ; and on a subse- 
quent motion, Dr. Batchelder was constituted chairman of the Special 
Committee. 

Decease of Jos. C. Bliss, M. D. Dr. Warren having announced the 
decease of Jas. C. Bliss, M. D., late Fellow of the Academy, as having 
occurred on the 31st July, Dr. Warren was appointed to prepare appro- 
priate resolutions to be presented at the next meeting of tne Academy. 

Adjourned. 

NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
By E. Lbb Jones, M. D., Secretary. 

Regular Meeting, June 23, 1866. — Dr. Clark presented a specimen 
of SarcincB Ventriculi under the microscope, the first time ever ex- 
hibited to the Society. The specimen was obtained from a gentleman, 
who has had three attacks of passages from the bowels of a large amount 
of dark colored material, resembling blood. The same substance has 
also been ejected from the stomach. For a year and a half he has been 
subject to vomiting ; the attacks, of late, being less frequent and less 
abundant, preceded for 24 hours by distress, heart-bum, and flatus. On 
Sunday week the patient sent him a note stating he had another attack. 
The matter vomited was of a transparent nature, somewhat resembling 
the white of an ^gg, — a portion was composed of mucus and parotid 
fluid ; and a part was of a grayish brown hue, which has subsided to the 
bottom of the vial. Upon submitting this to the microscope, one half 
was found to consist of sarcince ventriculi, the square cells of which were 
sometimes united in double linear rows, sometimes in sheets of moderate 
extent, sometimes seen separated and single. These cells did not exhibit 
well Uxe central cross-markings ; but the spore, in each of the four angles, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



434 Proceedhiga of Societies. [Sept., 

was developed into a distinct organ. The power, reauired to exhibit the 
specimen, was a medium eye-piece, with Spencer's jj objective, magni- 
fying power about 800, — with the J, it was impossible to analyze the 
elements of the cell. 

The other portion consisted of starch, the fibrinous elements of the 
food having been dissolved by the fluids of the stomach. There was an 
entire absence of conoidal cells and follicle cells. He regarded the existence 
of sarcinaB as depending upon a morbid condition of the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach ; and that this state permits the presence of sarcinie, 
or in other words, is a result, and not a cause of disease, just as the 
oidium albicans, in Muguet, attends an inflamed mucous membrane, the 
healthy epithelium not serving as a nidus for its development 

Dr. Mo&en presented the Tibia and Fibula removed by the operation 
of disarticulation at the knee-joint. The patient, a Mexican, Jesus 
Senno, aged 26, in June 1854, received a gunshot wound in the left kg, 
fracturing the tibia. He had been under treatment during this time, and 
many* pieces of bone had been discharged or removed. About the 22rf 
November he was first seen by Dr. Moses, who found the whole leg much 
swollen and hard, skin rough and scaly. Along the whole course of 
the tibia, the skin was thin, with numerous openings, discharging a 
greenish unhealthy matter; the probe everywhere indicating carious 
bone. His health was feeble, and he was suffering from an attack of 
intermittent fever. He was conveyed to the Hospital, and placed upon 
quinine and good diet By this means his condition was improved, and 
Dr. Moses determined to remove the limb. As there was no disease 
about the joint, and, as he thought, sufficient healthy tissue to make a 
posterior flap, he selected the section at the knee joint. A small quan- 
tity of chloroform put him in proper state for operating. The disarticu- 
lation was effected in less time than is required in the ordinary operation 
in continuity after Hoin's method. After making the flap, it was found 
hard, fibrous, and degenerated into a substance resembling cancerous 
matter. It was necessary to dissect off this substance, before the flap 
could be made to cover the stump. Having no one to attend to the 
proper administration of chloroform, the handkerchief was retained over 
the mouth longer than intended : at one time, respiration ceased, and the 
pulse could not be felt at the wrist The application of aqua ammonise, 
and fresh air to the lungs through a tube, restored him. The articular 
surface of the femur was perfectly healthy, and both it and the patella 
were left untouched. The flap fitted well, and was secured by stitches 
and adhesive plaster. After the operation, stimulants and quinine were 
freely administered. 

December 1st Has continued to progress favorably in all particulars. 
Complaining of some pain and tenderness about the external condyle, 
on dressing the stump, at the painful point and beneath the flaps were 
found hundreds of maggots, which were removed by alcohol and the for- 
ceps ; in all other respects, the flaps and stump presented a healthy and 
beautiful appearance. 

January 4th, General health much improved. No untoward cir- 
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^umstances have occurred to impede his recoveiy; the edges are entirely 
healed, the stump firm and painless, he left the Hospital to-day, and rode 
home on horseback, about six weeks after the operation. 

After maceration and cleaning, the tibia, for two thirds of its length 
was found broken up into small fragments, the fracture extending to 
within an inch and a half of the head of the bone, and two-thirds of its 
length downwards ; and around the whole, a beautiful basket-like frame 
of new bone inclosing and retaining numerous sequestra. The fibula 
was untouched. 

Br. Moses also presented a urinary calculus, oxalate of lime variety, 
removed from a colored man thirty-three years of age : after two weeks' 
preparation he operated. 

Dr. Buck remarked that he had performed this operation of disarti- 
culation at the knee-joint three times at the Kew York Hospital ; two of 
the cases having a successful termination. One of them occurred in a 
man about fifty-five years old. In this case, there was, after the removal 
of the limb, very protracted suppuration, the pus burrowing to the mid- 
dle of the thigh, and also obstinate serous diarrhoea ; the other was a boy 
fifteen years of age, whose leg was extensively crushed by a railroad acci- 
dent Severe suppuration followed for two or thr^e months, he excised 
portions of the condyles, the patella remained in both, and the flaps in 
each were scanty. The third, unsuccessful, was a young man about 
twenty years old : he died some ten or twelve days a^er Uie operation, 
the inflammation being very severe. Dr. J. Kearny Rodgers once or 
twice performed the operation unsuccessfully. 

Dr. Markoe stated, he had himself exarticulated the knee recently. 
It is now four weeks since the operation, and the patient, two years two 
months old, is progressing favorably. He made the long flap from the 
anterior surface, and the short one behind : this method throws the cica- 
trix, posteriorly, out of the way of an artificial leg. 

Dr. W, Parker stated, that several years since he had successfully 
performed the operation. Secondary hemorrhage occurred a few days after, 
rendering it necessary to open the wound. 

Dr. Clark inquired the advantages to be gained in operating at the 
knee-joint, in preference to the inferior portion of the thigh ? In reply it 
was stated by Drs. Buck and Moses, that the surface of the stump 
afibrded a better adaptation of an artificial limb, that the motions of the 
stump were more perfect, in consequence of the attachments of im- 
portant muscles being undisturbed, and the absence of the hability of 
protrusion of the bone. 

Dr. Batcheldor observed, that he had no personal experience to pre- 
sent on the subject When the operation in question was agitated 
twelve or fifteen years ago, he turned his attention to it. In considering 
the best method of proc^ure, he recurred to the subject, and thought the 
more preferable plan to be that of the anterior flap, which could be 
formed with precision, and sawing off the condyles of the femur one indi. 
The dcatrix was thus thrown completely behind, and the patella turned 
over the condyles, thereby restoring the original length of the limb. 
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Dr. Oouley presented a specimen removed from a negro-woman 
sixty years old, consisting of the uterus, bladder, and large and small intes- 
tines, glued together by old and firm adhesions. A communication existed 
between the rectum and ileum ; the uterus was converted into a bard, 
fibrous mass. No particulars of the case could be obtained. 

Dr. Holcomb exhibited a hj/dro-rachitic iumoTy removed from a child 
four months old. In February he attended Mrs. James Goddin, who was 
of strumous constitution, during her confinement, and delivered her of a 
child weighing six pounds. It was lively and strong, moved the upper 
and lower extremities freely, and evacuated naturally. The head was 
normal. Its breathing was strongly croupous in character. Over the 
inferior lumbar and upper sacral vertebrae, a fluctuating tumor of a mar- 
bled appearance, as large as an English walnut, was observed. It was 
recognized as a spina-bifidous tumor. At the end of a month, the child 
began to emaciate, and the croupy breathing became louder. The tumor 
increased ; and it, with the fontanelles, gently rose and fell during inspira- 
tion and expiration. The weak condition of the child prevented the at- 
tempt of an experimental operation. As the weather became warmer, 
the child improved, becoming stronger and more fleshy ; the tumor, 
however, continued to increase, and measured six and a half inches in cir- 
cumference. Pain was caused when pressure was applied, and great tur- 
gidity of the face ensued. The child died of apparent exhaustion, four 
months after birth. 

Postmortem^ June \2th, — Unusual flaccidity of the body. The tumor 
was shrunken, and the surface entire, though thin at the center. Its con- 
tents, of a sanious, glairy character, escaped when the spine was divided. 
The examination of the head was not permitted. On making an incision 
into the tumor, it was found that the posterior portion of the long canal, 
surrounding the spinal cord, is wanting over several of the vertebrae. 

J^x, Louis Bauer presented ih^head of 2^ femur ^ resected a few days 
since from a boy seven years old, who was received into his Institute four 
months ago for treatment of hip-joint disease. His health was good, 
and gave encouragement that the disease might terminate favorably by 
resolution. The position of the limb was everted, abducted, and senu- 
flexed ; the joint fixed, and the pelvis somewhat depressed — a position of 
great diagnostic value, showing invariably the presence of eflfusion within 
the joint, proved by experiment and puncturing. Gentle antiphlogistic 
local measures, absolute rest, and appropriate constitutional treatment, 
were followed. In this position the limb remained ten weeks, when 
suddenly the extremity was shortened two inches, inverted, and adducted 
the pelvis drawn upwards and rotated. Dr. B. inferred that the cap-, 
sule had given way, and its contents escaped. During the ensuing six 
weeks, however, the matter did not make its appearance, and he sus- 
pected the acetabulum might be perforated. The patient sufifered from 
loss of rest, appetite failed, and emaciation increased. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it was evident that some measures must be done to relieve 
the patient Upon consultation, it was concluded to bring the patient 
under the influence of chloroform, and make a careful examination of 
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the joint This was accordingly done, and the following conditions ob- 
served, — mobility of the joint, crepitus, caries of the articular surfaces, 
the greater trochanter elevated and inclined towards the anterior supe- 
rior spine of the ileum, probably dependent upon the enlargement of 
the trochanter itself^ and partly upon softening and vndening of the ace- 
tabulum ; there was no evidence of pus ; great resistance of the adductor 
muscles. It was determined to remove Qie diseased portion of the fe- 
mur. The operation was performed. During the progress of the oper- 
ation, the diagnosis was singularly confirmed. The trochanter was found 
considerably enlarged, the capsular ligament greatly thickened, liga- 
mentum teres destroyed, acetabulum enlarged and softened at the upper 
rim. At the point of insertion of the round ligament, a small opening 
existed, through which, probably, the contents of the cavity had es- 
caped. 

The specimen before the Society consists of the head, neck, and large^ 
trochanter of the right femur ; the head is somewhat flattened, its car- 
tilage for a small space destroyed, and the adjoining bone bare (hence- 
the crepitus) ; neck shortened, and the bone at large softened, its can- 
celli filled witii small blood-clots and organized fibrine. On dividing 
the bone, no tubercular deposits were discovered. 

Dr. Bauer desired to call attention to this specimen only in a patho- 
logical and diagnostical point of view, while the value of the treatment 
adopted in this case would be hereafter determined. When he had ac- 
cumulated a sufficient number of cases, he would be prepared to bring 
the question to a conclusive test. The present is the fourth case he has 
exhibited to the Society ; an(^ as some interest has been evinced by mem- 
bers, as to the results of those previously presented, he would state that 
one of the patients died from the effects of diptheritic croup, whilst the 
diseased jomt had been progressing favorably up to that time. The sec- 
ond patient is so far recovered as to use his leg, which is shortened only 
half an inch, and in no way deformed, which he regarded the chief ben* 
efit of his mode of treatment. The third patient was doing well. In 
reference to the latter he would state, that firom the very time of the 
operation, pain and fever subsided, rest and appetite returned, and he 
considered the patient greatly improved, and his condition highly en- 
couraging. He hopes to have the pleasure, at a future time, of showing 
the patients themselves to the Society, and demonstrating the usefulness 
of the limb, after resection of the femoral head. 

" Dr. Finnell again exhibited the case of enlargement of the teetiele 
presented at last meeting, and desired to make some additional state- 
ments. On a more careful examination, the testicle itself was found free 
firom disease ; the enlarged mass grew firom the cord, — ^the trocar had 
been twice introduced for hydrocele. Microscopic examination proved 
it to be composed of fatty tissues and fibrous masses throughout the 
growth. 

Dr. Finnell then presented the heart of a man who died half an hour 
after receiving a stab of a knife, entering the left ventricle ; the opening 
in the heart was more extensive than the wound of the pericardium. A 
large quantity of blood was found in the heart, entirely fiuid. 
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Dr. Markoe presented a specimen of Strangulated Hernia, in a young 
man 19 years old, who applied at the New York Hospital on Thursday 
last, suffering from symptoms of strangulation whic^ had exisied for 
twenty-four hours. The tumor was exceedingly small, and protruded 
Just beyond the external abdominal ring. By proper manipulaticm, it 
was readily reduced by the House Surgeon. His immediate symptoms 
were relieved ; but he still complained occasionally of fugitiye, colicky 
pains in the abdomen. On Monday following, Dr. Markoe's attenikm 
was for the first time called to his condition. His former symptoms 
were reproduced. He vomited a substance of a somewhat fetid, foecal 
odor. There was slight tenderness of the abdomen, on pressure. By 
careful examination, he felt a small tumor in the inguinal canal, a little 
distance from the external ring. He thought the case to be one of stran- 
gulation and reduction in mass. Opposed to this view, however, was the 
circumstance of a reduction in mass in a recent hernia^ almost unheard 
oU Upon consultation, it was determined to operate. He accordingly 
cut down upon the inguinal canal, making an incision of two and one- 
ludf inches in length, through the tendon of the external oblique muscle, 
down almost to the external ring, which was not involved m the cut 
The tumor was found in the inguinal canal, and contained a knuckle of 
intestine in a fair condition. The seat of stricture was found to be the 
neck of the sac ; which was divided, and the protruded mass letumed 
into the abdomen. The patient died, on the third day after, of general 
peritonitis. Previous to death, a small tumor was observed on the cord, 
Just externa] to the external abdominal rin^, which Dr. M. thought might 
possibly be a small hernial protrusion whicl) had escaped under the band- 
ages. He cut it open, and found it to be a portion of the sac, which, at 
the operation, was not noticed : it was merely a prolongation of the sac 
downwards ; and the finger passed freely towards the abdomen. On 
making a caj*eful dissection of the parts, there was found, beginning at the 
peritoneum, a rounded, small opening, leading from the general cavity 
•down into the sac from which the hernia had been reduced. This sac 
' lay along and to the inner side of the cord, and was closely attached to it. 
It was three inches long, and narrow like the finger of a glove. It pre- 
sented two openings on the interior aspect, — which were the two incisions 
made in the operations, and terminated by an abrupt cul-de-sao just be- 
low the last and lowest incision. Immediately below this lower tenmna- 
tion of ^he sac, was a small, elongated sac, situated on a line with the sac 
above, of whidi it seemed at first to be a continuation. It had, however, 
no communication with the upper sac, being separated from it by a septum 
so thin as to be translucent It contained a little reddish serum. It was 
an inch long, and approached the proper tunica vaginalis testis so nearly 
as only to be separated by a membrane less than a Une in thickness. The 
tunica vaginalis and testis were normal. 

These circumstances, observed Dr. Markoe, show the case to have 
been one of hernia of the tunica vaginalis, in which actual descent of Uie 
hernia had never occurred until the occasion on which it became stran- 
gulated and caused death. The congenital sac was dosed c^ in twa 
places; one just at the testicle, the other about an inch above. 
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The connection of the subscriber with the New York Medical Times, 
ceases with the present number. An experience of nearly four years, first in 
the management of the journal on the occasion of the indisposition of its 
original editor and proprietor, Dr. J. G. Adams, then for two years as sole 
editor and proprietor, and for the last year associated with Dr. A., has made 
him somewhat acquainted with the troubles and trials of editorial life. But 
he has also found that it has its rewards as well as its trials ; though the 
former are more to be sought for in the consciousness of doing some good, 
than in either thanks, or more solid retnma. Did he consult his own taste 
and inclination, he would still continue an occupation Vhich has afforded him 
no little gratification in return for the anxiety and labor it has cost him; but 
he finds it incompatible with the satisfactory discharge of his professional 
duties, and therefore resigns his trust into the hands of his present associate, 
in the hope that it has lost nothing by its sojourn with him. Although his 
name is withdrawn from the public responsibility of the journal, he b not the 
less desirous of its success, and will not watch its progress with less interest, 
nor hear of its prosperity with less pleasure. 

To his friends of the editorial corps, he begs leave to return bis thanks 
for the uniform courtesy recdved at their hands. 

H. D. BULKLEY. 



Death of M, VaUeix. — Under our necrological head will be found an an- 
nouncement of the decease of M. VaUeix, Physician to La Piti6 Hospital. His 
disease was plastic croup (angirie couenneuse) ; and although the much vaunted 
modem remedy, nitrate of silver, was, from the invasion of the symptoms, fireely 
applied, under the direction of the patient, by the most expert hands, yet it 
proved utterly inefficacious, the disease .terminating fiitally on the fifth day. 
By this event, one of the great lights of medical science has been premstaroij 
eitingnished. M. Valleix was perhaps the most prominent disciple of the 
school of M. Louis, the school of observation and experience ; and was dis- 
tinguished as a writer. His great work, ** Guide dn Medeein Praticien,** in ten 
large volumes, his ** Traits des Neuralgies,^ bis ** Clinique des Maladies des 
Enfants Nouveau-n^s,^ will be enduring monuments of his attMuments in sci- 
ence, hb skill in observation, and his untiring industry. As a clinical lecturer 
he was unsurpassed even by any of bis disUnguished contemporaries, as the 
throng of disciples at his daily morning visits to La Piti^ duly testified. 
With Ameriean students, he was an espeeial favorite, and dwUnguished by hik 
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uniform kindness and courtesy towards them ; in this respect dividing the 
empire with his great master, M. Louis, and Velpeau. , In testimony of M. 
Louis* great affection for his disciple, he (M. L) requested that the remains 
should be deposited in the same tomb with that of his only child; thus 
adopting him as his second child, his son in the healing art, to whom he had 
transmitted his doctrines. At the interment, M. Louis, in endeavoring to pro- 
nounce a eulogy, was so overwhelmed with emotion, as to be unable to pro- 
ceed. It is indeed rare that we are called upon to record the death of so dis- 
tinguished a member of our profession ; we are happy to add our feeble teii- 
timony as to his great acquirements and high moral worth. J. G. A. 
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4. Report of the Trustees and Superintendents of the Butler Hospital 
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5. Second Report of the Trustees of the Michigan State Asylums for 
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The increasing attention paid to the comfort and recovery of the 
insane is one of the most gratifying features of the present age. The 
numerous well-established institutions for their reception are constantlj 
receiving improvements, while new ones are springing up in different 
parts of our country to meet the wants of this unfortunate class of pa- 
tients. We have only room for ail abstract of the statistics of those 
whose reports have been received, and which are named above. 

The New York State Lunatic Asylum, at Utica, was opened for the 
admission of patients in January, 1843, and has consequently been in 
successful operation twelve years. The whole number of patients ad- 
mitted within its walls up to Nov. 30, 1854, was 4,313 ; of which num- 
ber 1,789 had been discharged recovered, 55 much improved, 640 im- 
proved, and 868 unimproved ; and 511 had died ; leaving 450 patients 
m the institution at the close of November, 1854. The whole number 
treated during the year ending that date was 836, of which 430 are 
males and 406 females, the daily average under treatment being 444. 
Of this number (836), 164 are discharged recovered, 42 improved, and 
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115 unimproYed ; and 65 died; tho recoveries being 42.05 of the 
Admissions. No one under ten nor over eighty years of age was admit- 
ted during the past year, the largest number being between 20 and 30 
years. In the 390 admitted, the disease was hereditary in 113, and 29 
others had insane relatives. A larger number inherited the disease from 
the father than from the mother, which is contrary to the general statis- 
tics of this point. Tables are given of the ages of those admitted and 
those discharged recovered during the year ending Nov. 30, 1854 ; also 
of the nativity and occupation of those admitted, the probable cause of 
derangement, the form of insanity, percentage of recoveries on the ave- 
rage number received into the Asylum for twelve years past, the percent- 
age of deaths, <fec., ^c. 

The total number of patients in the Pennsylvania Hospital during 
the year 1854 was 413, the average number under treatment during the 
whole period having been 229. Of this number, 190 were discharged 
or died, 98 were cured, 32 much improved, 19 improved, 15 remained 
stationary, and 26 died. The whole number of patients admitted from 
the opening of the Hospital has been 2,576, of which 1,384 were males and 
1,192 females. Of this number, 3 were under 10 years of age, and 2 
between 80 and 85 ; the largest number, 418, between 25 and 30 years ; 
the next largest number, 399, between 20 and 25 years. Of 1,384 male 
patients, farmers have furnished the largest number, 203 ; 29 were phy- 
sicians, and 10 students of medicine. Of the 2,576 patients, 1,220 were 
single, 1,147 married, 152 widows, and 57 widowers. Tables are also in- 
troduced showing the occupation, nativity, residence, supposed cause of 
insanity, age at which it appeared, forms assumed by the disease, its du- 
ration^ ih^ number of the attacks, the state in which they were dis- 
charged, and the dates, in each month since the opening of Uie hospital, 
the whole forming a valuable mass of statistical information. 

The total number of the patients in the Retreat far the Insane^ at 
Hartford, in the course of the year ending March 31, 1855, were 355. 
Of this number, 73 recovered, 23 were discharged much improved, 15 
improved, 34 not improved, and 17 died; making the total number 
discharged 162. The whole number admitted into the Retreat from 
April 1, 1834, to April 1, 1855, was 2,804, of which number 2,611 had 
been discharged ; of whom 1,404 recovered, 925 were improved, and 
282 died. A singular £%ct to which Dr. Butler calls attention, is the 
large excess of female patients admitted into the Retreat for the past 
few years. For the twenty years from 1824 to 1844, there were admit- 
ted 692 males to 635 females, or an excess of 57 males. During the 
past ten years there have been admitted 587 males to 785 females, or an 
excess of 198 of the latter. Dr. Butler also gives a series of statistical 
tables of the institution from April, 1824 to April, 1855, similar to those 
given by Dr. Kirkbride. 

The total number of patients in the Butler Hospital^ at Providence, 
in the year 1854, was 216; of which number 85 were discharged. Of 
those discharged, 40 had recovered, 20 were improved, 6 were unim- 
proved, and 19 died. The whole number of patients during the seven 
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years since the institutioii was opened, amounts to 663. Dr. Ray, the 
Superintendent and Physician, notes the same excess of females over 
males, as remarked by Sutler at Hartford. 

The Michigan State Asylum fw the Insane is now in process of erec- 
tion at Kalamazoo, under the supervision of Dr. John P. Gray, of the 
New York State Asylum at Utica. The building is to consist of a center 
and two wings, presenting an entire length of about one thousand feet, 
and designed to accommodate two hundred and fifty patients, which 
number may be increased to two hundred and sixty-eight. A desirable 
site has been selected, and the buildings are in progress, and it is intend- 
ed that the construction and arrangements shall be in strict conformity 
with the " propositions " relative to these points unanimously adopted 
by " The Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institu- 
tions for the Insane," at their meeting in May, 1861. The reports of 
these different institutions afford gratifying evidence of die interest felt 
in the health and welfare of their inmates, and of Uie zeal manifested 
in the use of means best calculated to secure those objects. 



f xtrortsi frfltit ^nurnak 



THE LATE DR. ELISHA BARTLETT. 

[The obituary notice of Prof. Bartlett which was promised us for 
this No., having failed to reach us in season, we have substituted the 
following from the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.] 

After a Ions illness, the issue of which has been but too plainly 
foreseen bv all his friends, Dr. Elisha Bartlett has left us, regretted and 
honored throughout our whole land, His life has borne fruits to sdence, 
and done good service to his fellow men in various spheres of duty. 
While we trust that it may find a faithful chronicler in some one of 
those who have been near him in its more active periods, it will not be 
out of place to devote a brief space in our pages to his memory. Hardly 
any American physician was more widely known to his countrymen, or 
more favorably considered abroad where his writings had carried his 
name. His personal graces were known to a less extensive circle of 
admiring friends, and yet his image is familiar to very many who have 
received his kind attentions, or listened to his instructions, or been con- 
nected with him in the administration of public duties. 

To them it is easy to recall his ever welcome and gracious presence. 
On his expanded forehead no one could fail to trace the impress of a 
large and calm intelligence. In his most open and beaming smile none 
co^d help feeling the warmth of a heart which was the seat of all gene- 
rous and kindly affections. When he spoke, his tones were of singular 
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softness, his thoughts came in chosen words, scholarlike yet unpretending, 
ofteu playful, always full of liirely expression, giving the idea of one that 
could be dangerously keen in his judgments, had he not kept his fastidi- 
ousness to himself, and his charity to sheathe the weakness of others. In 
familiar mtercourse — ^and the writer of these paragraphs was once under 
the same roof with him for some months — no one could be more com- 
panionable and winning in all his ways. The little trials of life he took 
kindly, and cheerily, turning into pleasantry the petty inconveniences 
which a less thoroughly good-natured man would have Netted over. A 
man so fidl of life will rarely be found so gentle and quiet in all his ways. 
A man who could be so satirical must have been very kind-hearted to let 
the shai^ edge of his intellect be turned towards lus neighbors' weak- 
nesses so seldom. None was less disposed to put on airs in any com- 
panv ; he was rather too modest in coming out than too forward, though 
a silver-tongued speaker, to whom multitudes were always ready to listen 
whenever he was forced or beguiled to open his lips in public. I have 
been told that a distinguished foreign visitor who went through the whole 
length and breadth of the land, said that of all the manv welcomes be 
received, from statesmen renowned as orators, from men wnose profession 
is eloquence, not one wad so impressive and felicitous as that which was 
spoken by Dr. Bartlett, then Mayor of Lowell, our brother in the Silent 
Profession, which he graced with these unwonted accomplishments. All 
these are now but pleasant memories ; many eyes will grow dim as they 
are recalled, and many hearts beat warmly over them ; when these eyes 
are darkened, and these hearts are stilled, the image just feebly traced 

will be like the shadows of yesterday. 

« « « «r * «r % 

The same qualities which fitted him for a public speaker, naturally 
gave him signal success as a teacher. Had he possessed nothing but his 
remarkable clearness and eloquence of language and elocution, he could 
hardly have failed to find a popular welcome. Medical culture is often 
carried on among us by a light, easy system of top-dressing. The rake 
is a more frequent instrument than the spade in Uie hands of many who 
are thought snccessfril in raisins the great harvest of students^ the results 
of which are every March threshed and winnowed and garnered in our 
various schools. Among these, by all the qualities that give currency to 
the popular lecturer, by a manner at once impressive and pleasing, a lucid 
order which kept the attention and intelligence of the slowest hearer, and 
the attractions of a personal character always esteemed and beloved by 
students, he might have been pre-eminent. With such he is not to be 
counted. To accumula^te without assimilating, to re-produce without 
. enriching, to use rhetorical ornament to cover up the want of facts, to 
declaim instead of demonstrating, and to make all this pass current by an 
agreeable voice and easy confidence of manner, — to do this is not diffi- 
cult, and is both convenient and common. This was what Dr. Bartlett 
did not do. His courteous and guarded language hardly betrayed his 
estimate of the class of mental operatives that live by such services. 
But he has left the sharpest rebuke of the tribe to which they belongs 
in the sincerity and severe truth of his own writings. 
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As an author, Dr. Bartlett is best known to the medical world by 

his Treatise on Fevers, and his Essay on Medical Philosophy, ^ew 

works not based upon long series of original observations, have obtuned 

or merited the consideration of the first of these treatises. He had Che 

art of sifting authorities and getting at their essential meaning, wbich 

belongs to tiie lawyer. He had the breadth and fairness of mind which 

enabled him to weigh and decide on the masses of evidence before him ; 

the same qualities diat find their fullest expression in the voice of an 

enlightened judiciary. All might not accept his conclusions, but all 

could see that he was thoroughly faithful and honest, as well as able. 

Thus, his work on Fevers remains not only a most valuable monograph 

on these diseases, but a model for all who would produce a digest, as tne 

lawyers call it, of whatever authentic knowledge is acquired upon any 

great medical question. 

% *« « * * * 

Everywhere through his writing prevails that easy flow of language, 
that felicity of expression, that flond warmth when occasion offers, which 
commonly marks the prose of those who are bom poets. Yet few sus- 
pected him of giving utterance in rhythmical shape to his thoughts or 
feelings. It was only when his failing limbs cofUld bear him no longer, 
as conscious existence slowly retreated from their palsied nerves, that be 
revealed himself freely in this truest and tenderest form of expression. 
We knew that he was dying by slow degrees, and we heard from him 
from time to time, or saw him, always serene and always hopeful while 
hope could have a place in his earthly future. His work was done, 
done noblv and gracefully, the work of an honest citizen, of a revered 
teacher, oi a wise thinker. When to the friends he had loved, there 
came as a farewell gift not a last effort of the learning and wisdom they 
had been taught to expect from him, but a littie book with a few songs 
in it, songs with his whole warm heart in them, they knew that his hour 
was come, and their tears fell fast as they read the loving thoughts that 
he had clothed in words of natural beauty and melody. The duster 
of evening primroses had opened, and the night was close at hand. 

No brief tribute like this can do more than show the feelings which 
its subject inspired in those who knew him. He has left this earthly 
scene of his labors too early for friendship and for science, not for him- 
self, ripe in every virtue, and ready for wider spheres of knowledge ; 
one of the " pure in heart," who look on the unveiled face of truth 
during their earthly pilgrimage, and who have the promise that they 
ahall *' see God " himself when they have reached its close. 

O. W. K 

DoMBSTia College cf Physicians and Snrgeons. — The new building on 
N. E. corner of 23d Street and 4th Avenue is already in a state of great for- 
wardness, and presents a most imposing appearance, being 100 feet in front, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1855.] Varia. 4M 

^7 65 ftei in depth. It will, no doabt, realize the hope of the Trustees, in 
Ming equal to, if not surpassing any college edifice in this country. The 
Faculty announce that it will be inaugurated, with appropriate oeremoniea, on 
the 6th November, 185& 

Emigrant Hogfrital^ Ward's Island, — A re-organlzation of the medical 
«taff has be^ effected in this institution. The services of the Visiting Phys- 
kians have been dispNensed with, and in their stead, a Resident Physician in 
Chiefs Dr. Uennr B. Fay, has been appointed, with two assistants, who are 
also resident Dr. J. M. Camoohan has been appointed Surgeon in Ckvdy with 
two resident assistants. Dr. Henry 6. Cox, late Physician in Chief, has re- 
fligned. Dr. Fay has appouted Geo. Ford, M. D., as Furst Assistant PhysleiaD, 
and F. Simrod, M. D., as Second Assistant ; Dr. Camoohan has appointed 
Wm. Darling, M. D., First Aasistaot Surgeon, and Ifiohael Nelkem, M. D., 
Second Assistant Surgeon. 

Tft« Amtfricon Fhttirmac»akal Cwmemlion will hold Its annual session in 
this city on the second Tuesday in September. Wm. B. Chapman, of Phila- 
delphia, is President for 1666. 

MJMSsaehMiseUs Q^neral HospUtd.-^Ur. Jacob fiiffelow has resigned his po- 
sition as physician to the Massachusetts Oeneral Hospital, which he has held 
for nioeteen years. His vaoated plaae has been filled by the eleetion of Dr. 
Angostos A. Gould. 

Philadelphia Hospital — Bloddey, — ^Among the recent changes in the medi- 
al atfff are the following : SwgeanMr-DrB. John Neill, H. H. Smith, R. P. 
Thomas, D. H. Agnew ; P^yncioiur-Drs. J. B. Biddle, J. L. Ludlow, James 
Canon, H. Hartshome; Accaucheursy—Dn, Wilson Jewel, Caspar Morris, 
R. A. F. Penrose. 

Boston Veterinary Institule. — ^This Institution, incorporated by the Legisla- 
ture, will commence its session in November next ; the course of instruction 
to continue four months. Its object is to afford ample instruction in the 
firactioe of veterinary medicine and surgery. 

Ohio Medical College^ Cincinnatu — ^Prof J. Graham has been appointed 
to the chair of Materia Medica, in place of Dr. T. O. Edwards, resigned ; and 
Dr. Geo. C. Blackman, of New York, to the chair of Snrgery, in place of Pro! 
A. Evans, resigned. 

Miami Medical College, Cincinnati. — ^Prof. J. Davis has been appunted 
in place of Prof. John Avery, resigned. « 

Iowa Medical UniversUy, — ^Prof. E. R. Ford has resigned the chair of Ob- 
stetrics and Diseases of Women and Children, but still continues to lecture on 
Medical Jurisprudence. Mr. John ti, Allen, M. D., late of the Lexington Med- 
ical school, has been chosen his successor. 

Pr<^, Agassiz^s great toork, — We are happy to learn that there will pro- 
bably be a Urge sul^cription to the ** Contributions to the Natural History of 
the United IStates.'' In Boston, five hundred subscribers have already been 
obtained ; and it is expected that a thousand may be procured. We trust 
that New York will not fall behind her sister city in this matter, and that the 
•elf-sacrificing labors of Prof. Agassiz, in the cause of science, may not go 
unrewarded. It is well-known that serious pecuniary embarrassment resulted 
to him from the publication of his great work on ** Fossil Fishes ;" let us hope 
for a better result in this still greater enterprise. The price is $12 per vol- 
ume of 400 pages — ten volumes to complete the work, one volume to appear 
in each year. 

VOL. IV. NO. 12. 86 
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A new toork by Dr. James JackscTi, of Boston, in the form of letters to a 
yonng practitioner, is announced as in preparation. It will communicate the 
results of his long professional experience. 

Honorary Degree. — At the recent commencement of Amherst College, the 
honorary degree of LL.D. was conferred upon Luther V. Bell, M. D., Medical 
Superintendent of the McLean Asylum, Somerville, Mass. While, of late 
years this degree has in some instances been degraded by having been con- 
lerred upon ignorant and unworthy men ; yet, in the present instuice, we re- 
joice that it has fallen upon a most worthy recipient 

The Ohio State Medical Societyy at a recent meeting at Zanesville, O., re- 
scinded, by an almost unanimous vote, the resolution adopted at its last an- 
nual meeting, viz. : ^ That it is not derogatory to medical dignity, or incon- 
sistent with medical honor, for medical men to take out a patent for ntedical 
or surgical instruments.^ This result is honorable to the profession in Ohio. 

The American AssocicUion for Advancement of Science held its ninth an- 
nual meeting on 15th August, at Providence, R. 1 Prof. John Torrey, Presi-^ 
dent in the chair, with a large attendance of savans. 

Dr. Peter Parker, for twenty years medical miasionary in China, has been 
recently appointed United States Commissioner to the Chinese Couil Hia 
knowledge of the language and of the habits of the people, from extensive in- 
tercourse with all ranks in the empire, renders thia appointment peculiarly 
appropriate. 

Caution to Physicians, — Physicians engaging in the service of Russia, 
eannot always relinquish their engagements at pleasure. A distinguished 
shipping-master, who has just returned from a sojourn in Europe, makes a 
few statements to us on this subject — not because of any antipathy to the 
Russian government, but by way of caution to his countrymen. He says 
there are quite a number of young American physicians engaged in toe 
Crimea, and some of them in Sebastapol, who cannot hope for release till the 
end of the war, lest they should impart information to the disadvantage of the 
Russians. Ignorant of this incident to their engagement, some of them have 
occasion to regret the step they have taken. In the allied armies there are 
no such restricUons upon the personal liberty of phjrsicians. 

So many physicians have been engaged by the belligerent armies, that it ia 
with the utmost difficulty competent men of this class can be secured for 
merchantmen. Even men who have the most ordinary qualifications for the 
office are often taken. Hence, there is no occasion for medical gentlemen 
eommittinfr themselves to an engagement with the Russians, under such 
onerous stipulations, merely for the sake of employment 

Superstition. — ^The following advertisement has appeared in several daily 
pipers in this city : — 

To Gaptaiki.— A Child's Caul roa Sals.— To captains, seeftring men, and oUien. A ditidV 
esnlforialo. Price $500. 

It is considered, by the ignorant, as a charm against drowning or ship* 
wreck ; and this advertisement is a melancholy proof of the influence yet ex- 
erted amongst us, even in this enlightened day, by the superstition of the 
dark ages. 

Weather in July. — ^The duration of the rainy term in July of this year haa 
greatly exceeded that of any July for a period of two-thirds of a century. 

The heat has been great, and the maximum has been at and above ninety 
degrees on ten days, at ana above eighty and below ninety on fifteen davs ; 
between seventy and seventy-nine on five days, and at sixty-three one aay> 
via.: on the 21 St 
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Foreign. — Academy cf Sciences^ French Imtiiute, — ^H. Jales Cloqnet has 
been elected to fill the vacancy in the Section of Medicine and Snrgery occa- 
sioned by the decease of M. Lallemand. He was elected by one vote oyer 
M . Jobert 

Allied Cure cf Ccmcer. — M. Landolfi, Sar|[eon in chief of the Neapolitan 
anny, is asserted to have seemingly cnred cancer, by the topical applieation of 
the chloride of bromine, in combination with several other chlorides, accord- 
ing to the following formnla : chloride of bromine, three parts; chloride zinc» 
two parts; chloride antimony, one part; chloride gold, one part; powdered 
liquorice, sufficient to make a paste. The surronnding parts are protected by 
an ointment of one drachm of chloroform to an ounce of lard. M. Landolphi 
has been allowed six beds at La Salpetriere, Paris, to test the efficacy of his 
remedy. 

Surgical Society of Paris, — ^At the anniversary meeting on 23d of June, 
M. Marjolin (JiU) pronounced a eulogy upon M. Rouz. Oncers for 1 866. — ^MM. 
Gosselin, President; Chassaignac, Vice-President ; Vemenii, Secretary, A 
case of artificial anus, with four intestinal openings was reported as cured by 
enterotomy ; but all attempts to heal the external opening had proved un- 
successful. Patient died three years subsequently, of cholera. 

Fumes of Opium in Coryza, — J)r, Lombard, of Geneva, recommends the 
inhalation of the fumes of powdered opium, tlm>wn upon a heated metallic 
plate, as an effectual means of relieving severe coryza, attended with pain and 
a sense of weight in the frontal sinuses. 

American Republication of the ^London Lancet.^ — A writer in the London 
Medical Times and Gazette^ for May last, complains that many parts of the 
Lancet are omitted in this professed republication, and numerous extracts 
from the London Medical Times and Gazette introduced, without a single word 
of acknowledgment, and notes several papers from this latter journal as hav- 
ing appeared m the February No. of the republication. We suppose there is 
no law against this, but the law of honor, which seems to be at a discount in 
this degenerate age. 

Praiseworthy, — ^The London Times, Punch, and sundry other papers in 
Great Britain, positively refuse to publish quack advertisements. O, si tic 
omnes! 

Weekly Mortality, City. — For the week ending Aug. 4, 1866, 576 : Con- 
sumption, 61 ; apoplexy, 10 ; congestion of brain, 8 ; sun-stroke, 1 ; diarrhoBS, 
48; dysentery, 32; inflammation of bowels, 14; cholera morbus, 4; cholera 
infantum, 103; croup, 4; scarlet fever, 7; measles, 6; whooping-cough, 16; 
chicken pox, 1 ; small pox, 2 ; suicide, 2 ; typhus fever (including ^ typhoid ")» 
6. For the week endiiig Aug, 11, 592: consumption, 66; apoplexy, 9; con- 

ration of brain, 11; oiarrhQea, 46; dysentery, 36; inflammation of bowels, 
; cholera, 2; cholera infantum, 114; croup, 4; scarlet fever, 9; measles, S; 
whooping cough, 20; small pox, 3; typhus fever (including ** typhoid '^ 4. 
Jbr the week ending Aug, 18, 633 : consumption, 43 ; apoplexy, 4 ; congestion 
of brain, 14; diarrhoea, 62; dysentery, 34; inflammation of bowels, 9; chol- 
en, 1 ; cholera morbus, 1 ; cholera infantum, 118; scarlet fever, 10 ; measles, 
7; whooping-cough, 17; typhus fever (including •* typhoid 'O* 8. For the 
wedt ending Aug. 25, 585: consumption, 41; apoplexy, 3; congestion of 
brain, 6; dhirrhoea, 48; dysentery, 80; inflammation of bowels, 4; cholera, 
6; cholera infantum, 89; scarlet fever, 14; measles, 9; whooping-cough, 13; 
small-pox, 1 ; typhus fever (including *< typhoid **), 5. 
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WddUsf €kmipainmm cf the Weadier and Deaths in (he CHy^ eenimued 
to Aug. 25, 1855. 



The totd number of deatl^ for the first fonr weeks of August of this 
yew was 3,386, of which 1,851 were children. Of the whole number, 1,096 
were from diseases of the digestive omns. Corresponding figures last year : 
Total, 3,952; children, 2,401 ; digestive system, 2,391 ; of which 931 ware 
from eholeia. Foreigners, 1855, 430; 1654, 1,475. Burials in Pottei^s Field 
and Calvary Cemetenr, 1856, 1,283 ; same time, 1854, 1,502. 

The ssjme oonclaaiona ss regards the influence of the weather upon {isUl 
diseases can be shown as by the table of last mouth. They are ehiefly caused 
in the summer season (aside from epidemics) by the increased heat, which 
affects principally the infant population of the lower classes. New York has 
been unusually healthy this summer, on account of the cooler weather, which 
has more than counter oalanced the iojorions effects of the extreme moisture. 



lECEOLOOT. 

DiBD, at Philadelphia, on the 1 5th July, Moses B. Smith, M. D. »t 69 ; 

President of the Northern Medical Associatioo. At Laona, Illloois, on 14th 

July, Dr, S. W. Williams, late of Deerfield, Mass., loog distinguished as a 
writer on various subjects couDected with medical scieoce. At South Bos- 
ton, July 13th, Dr. John Colbt York, set. 25. At Dedham, Mass., Dr. S. 

S;.)¥hithst, set 43. At Vinesboro*, S. C, on the Slat July, of phthiiiis. 

Dr. J. C. Calhoun, third son of the distinguished statesman of South Caro- 
lina, et 30. At Washington, D. C, on 12Lh August, Dr. Hsret Lsb 

HsisKELL, Surgeon U. S. Army At Canton, N. Y., on 10th August, Dr. 

Eluah Bajt^r. At Columbus, O., recently. Dr. B. P. Johssoh, of Virginia. 

At Saratoga, N. Y., on the 20 th August, Morbtor Stillb, M. D., of Phil- 
adelphia, set 33; ^In New York, August 26th, suddenly, Dr. Horatk) G. 

Jamibboi^ of Baltimore, cet 76. Dr. J. was on a visit to this city to procure 
subscriptions |or a treatise on cholera, which was nearly ready for publication. 
He was, in connection with the late Dr. Pattison, founder of the Baltioiore 

Medical University, in which institution he was Professor of Surgery. 

At Kirk Cdnnel Hall, Ireland, on 17th July, Dr. Archibald Arrot, aet 84» 
Surgeon in British Army, and medical attendant of Napoleon at St Helena. 

At Paris, on 13th July, M. Valleiz, Physician to La Piti^ »t 48. 

At Montpellier, France, very suddenly, M. Lombard, Professor of the Faculty 

at Montpellier, set 49. At his seat in Somersetshire, England, recently, 

Mr. Ahdrbw Crossb, a distinguished natural philosopher. 
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